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THE 


PREFACE, 


ane Subject of the en- 

BAS [ing Diſcourſes 13 of 
LT RAUL that 7neftimable ex- 
PM cellency and import - 
ance,thatit deſeryes 
or deepest reflecti- 
ons, and care to conſider and apply 
it : *Tis the great Myſtery of Godl1i- 
neſs,the deſign of Eternal Wiſdom, 
the chiefeſt of all Gods Works, that 
contains the Glorious Wonders of his 
&IMercy and Power , Wherein he 
renders himſelf moſt Worthy of our 
Supreme Veneration and eAfecti- 
on, Onr mos raiſed T honghts are 
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The Preface. 
infinitely beneath its Dignity, « Al- 
though the Light of the Goſpel hath 
clearlyreveal'dſo much of it as 13 re- 
qufit to be knowninonr earthly ſtate, 
Jet the [ublimer parts are ſtill ſecret, 

and reſery'dfor a full diſcovery by the 
brightneſs of our Savionr's Appear- 
ance, Now if the Excellency of 
things excites our Spirits to be at- 
fentive in ſearching into their 
nature, this Divine Object ſhould 
awaken all out Powers,and arreſt our 
AAinds,zn the ſerious ſteady contem- 
plation of it, being alone capable to 
ſatisfy their mmortal appetite, T he p 
Importance of it 1s correſpoudent to : 
its excellency: for *tis no leſs than | 
the recovery of us from extream and 
eternalmiſery, and the Refloring of 

us to the enjoyment of the Bleſſed 

God, a felicity without compari- 

ſon or end, If we have anyregard to 

; Sal- 
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The Preface. 


Salvation, (and Who would beſo un- 
happy as to neglect it for unconcern- 
ing frrvolous Vanities) it will be de- 
lIightful to know the means by Which 
we mayobtain it ; and toemploythe 


flying moments of our ſhort time in 


thoſe things that are profitable for 
our lat End, that we may not loſe 
+ 1p and Eternal Life toge- 
LEY, 

AAany of the « Ancient and Mo- 
dern Divines have Written of this 
noble Argument from whoml have re- 


cerved benefit in the following compo- 
ſure.But none, as I know, hath conſ+- 


dered allthe parts together, and pre- 


ſented them in one view, There full 


remains a wich abundance for the 


perpetual exerciſe of onr Spirits, 


The Eternal Word alone Was able 
to perfect all things by once frat: 
ing Humane words are but an _ 

Lat 


The Preface, 
that anſwers the Voice es and 
cannot fully expreſs its Fower, nov 
paſs ſo mmediately through the ſence 
to the Heart, but they muſt beye- 


peated. May theſe gi map oh be 


effectualto inflame us with the moſt 
ardent Love to onr Saviour who ran- 
ſom'd us with the mrvaluable price of 


his own blood, and to perſWade us to 


Irve for Heaven, the purchaſe of that 
Sacred Treaſnre, I ſhall for ever ac- 
knowledge the Divine Grace, and 
obtain my utmoſt arms, © 


W. B. 
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The Introdution, A ſhort view of Mans primitive Hite ,-- 
His Gonformity to God ; natural, moral, and in Hap- 
pineſs and Dominion over- the Creatures. The mo-- 
ral reſemblance, as it refers to all the faculties, The 
happineſs of Manwith +, og to his ſenſitive aud ſþi- 
ritual Nature, Of all ſublunary Creatures he is onely 
capable of a Law, What the Law of Nature contains, 
God entred into a Covenant with Man. The Reaſons 
of that Diſpenſation.. The Terms of the Covenant 
were becoming God and Man, The ſpecial clauſe in 
The (ovenant concerning the Tree of Knowledg of Good. 
and Evil,” The Reaſons of the Prohibition. 


Y - 
o 


g : cured for Believers, includes a. cried B26. 
W- freedom . from. Sin, and- all- afflitive* * '3 
Wl evils, the juſt conſequents of it : and 
Ws the /747tioz of Righteouſneſs, Peace, Rom 14-17» © 
and Foy,wherein the Kingdom of God 
conſiſts, Irthis the ſecond Covenant excels the firſt , 
the Law ſuppoſes Man upright, and: the happineſs 
it promiſes to exact Obedience, is called Life, it 
rewards Innocence with Immortality : but che Bleſ- 
ſedneſs of the Goſpel is ſtil'd Salvation,” which figni-+ 
fies the reſcuing ot lapſed Manfrom a ſtate of miſery, 
and the inveſting of him with unperiſhing Glory... | 
In order to the Diſcovery of the excellency of this 
Benefit, . and the endearing Obligations laid on us by 
B Our - 


SETS He iclicity which the-Lord Jeſus pro- 


The Harmony of the Divine Attributes: 

our Redeemer, *tis neceſſary to take a view of that. 
dreadful and deſperate Calamity which ſeiz'd up- 
on Mankind : the wretchedneſs of our Captivity ,. 
i!luſtrates the Glory of our Redemption. And ſince 
the miſery of Man was not the original condition of 
his nature, but the effect of his guilty choice, *tis re- 
quiſite to make ſome refleEtion upon his firſt ſtate, as: 
he came out of the pure hands of God, that compa- 
ring our preſent miſery with our loſt happineſs, we 
may. revive in our breaſts the affections of Sorrow, 
Shame and Indignation againſt our ſelves ; and con-- 
ſidering that the Heavenly Ada hath purchaſed for 
us atitle toa better Inheritance than was forfeited by 
the Earthly one, we may with the more affetionate. 
oratitude,cxtol the Favour &Power of our Redeemer. 

God who is the living Fonntain of all PerfeQi- 
ons , ſpent an intire Eternity ; in the Contem-- 
plation. of his own Excellencies, before any crea-. 
ture was made, In the moment appointed by his 
Wiſdom, he gave the fiſt Being to the World.. 
Three diſtin orders of Natures He form'd, the one 
purely Spiritua!, the other purely Material, and be- 
tween both one ixt, which unites the extremes in 
it ſe})f, This is Man, the abridgment of the Uni- 
verſe, ally'd to the Angels in his Soul, and to mate- 
rial things in his Body, and capable of the Happi- 
neſs *of both ; By his /zternal Paculties'enjoying 
the /e/icity of the Intelletual: and by his external. 
taſting the Pleaſures of the Sexfitive World, Man's 


ercateſt exccllency was a pertect Conformity to the 


Divine Patera. God created Man in his own Like- 
:eſs.inthe Imace of God created he him, This includes , 
Firſt, The Nataral Simziltude of Gold inthe ſub-. 


RKance oi tre Soul, as it is an iztelligent, free, ſpi- 


ritual 
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7n the Contrivance of Mans Redemption; 

ritual and Immortal Being, This is aſſigned to be 
the Reaſon of the Law, That Whoſo ſheds Mans 
Blood, by Man ſhall his Blood be ſhed , for in the Image 
of God made he May, 


Se-ondly, A moral Reſemblance in its Qualities 
and Pertections. | 

Thirdly, That Happineſs and Dignity of Mans 
ſtate, which was the coxſequent, and acceſſion to his 
Holineſs. The Natural reſemblance ſhall not in- 
fiſt on : for the diſtin Illuſtration of the other , we 
-maſt conſider God in a threefold reſpect. 

I. In reſpect of his abſoiute Holineſs, uxſpotted Pu- 
rity, infinite Goodneſs, 7zcorruptible Juſtice, and 
whatever we conceive under the notion of oral 
Perfjetions. 

2, With reſpect to his compleat Bleſſedneſs, ( the 
reſult of his infinite Excellencies ;) as he is per- 
featly exempt from all evils, which might allay, and 
leſſen his felicity, and enjoys thoſe pleaſures, which 
_ arewarthy of his pure Nature, and glorious State. 

3. In regard of his ſupreme Dominion, which ex- 
tends it ſelf to all things in Heaven and Earth. Now 
in the Participation of theſe, the Image of God did 
principally conſtſt, - The Holineſs of Man was the 

_ copy of the Divine purity : his Happineſs a repreſen- 

tation of the Divine Felicity : and his Dominion o-_ 
ver the lower World, the reſemblance of Gods So- 
veratgnty. 

I will take a particular furyey of them, 

1, Man was conformed to God in Holineſs. 
This appears by the expreſſions of the Apoſtle, con- 
cerning the SanRification of corrupt man ; which he 


p allies 4 EK 
icts torth, by the rexewing of him in knowleds, righ- C0 «3+ 10- 


feouſneſs and holineſs, after the image of the Creator. 
B 2 The 


4 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 

The Renovation of things, is the reſtoring of them 

Epi.4-24+ to their Primitive ſtate, and is more, or leſs per- 
fect, by its proportion to, or. diſtance from the Or:- 
ginal. Holineſs, & Rightcouſneſle,are the comprehen-. 

Luke 1. 73: five Sum of the Moral Law, which not onlyrepreſents 
the Will,but the Nature of God in his Supream Ex- 
cellency, and inconformity to it the Divine likeneſs 
eminently appeard. Adam was created with the - 
perfection ot Grace, the progreſs of the moſt excel- 
lent Saints is incomparably ſhort of his beginning ; 
By this we may in part conjecture at the Beauty of. 
Holinefſe in him , of which one faint ray appearing 
in renewed perſons is ſo amiable, This primitive 
Beauty is expreſt in Scripture by reQitude : God 
made Man upright. There was an univerſal entire - 
reditude in his Faculties, diſpoſing them for- their 
proper Operations. This will mote fully appear,by 
conlidering the diſtin powers of the Soul, in their 
regular Conſtitutions, 

1, The underſtanding was inrich'd with-knowledg. 

Nature was unveiled to. Adam, he enter'd into its 
Sanctuary, and diſcover'd its myſterious Operations, 

Gen.2.19. When the Creatures came to pay their Homage to 
him, whatſoever he called them,that was the name there- 
of. And their Names expreſt their Natures, His 
knowledg reach'd through the whole compaſs of the 
Creation, from the Suz the glorious veſſel of Light, 
to the Gloworm that ſhines in the hedge, And this 
knowledg was not acquir'd by Study, *twas not the 
fruit of anxious inquiry, but as the zlumination of the 
Air is in an inſtant by the light of the Morning, fo 
his Underſtanding was enlightned, by a pure beam 
from the Father of Lights. 


Beſides, 
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in'the Contrivance of Man's Redemption. 3 


Beſides,” He had ſuch a knowledg of the Deity, 
as was ſufficient for his Duty and Felicity. His 
mind did not ſtick: in the material part of things, 
bat aſcended by the ſeveral ranks of Beizzs, to - 
Univerſal Cazſe, He diſcover'd.the Glory of the 
Divine Eſſence and Attributes by their wonderful 
effects. 

7 Tm Almighty Power. When he firſt open'd his 

, eyes, the ſtupendious Fabrick of Heaven and Earth 

4 preſented it ſelf to his view, and in it the moſt ex- 

preſs and clear characters of that Glorious Power, 

which produced it. For what could overcome the 

Infinite diſtance, between not being, and being, but 

Infinite Power 2 As there is no proportion between 

not being, and being, fo the cauſe which.unites thoſe 

terms, muſt be without /;mi#5s Now the Divine 

Word alone, ( which calls the things that are not, as 

if they were ) cauggd the World to riſe from the Abyſs ROM. 4+ 17s: 
of empty nothing. Ar Gods Command the Heavens, pal. 33.6. 
and il their Hoſt were created, And this led him to 

conſider the Immenſity ofthe Divine Eflence ; For 

Infinite Power is 7zcompatible with a finite Eſlence, 

and by the conſideration of the Immenſity, he might 

aſcend to the Eternity of God. To be Eternal, 

without beginning,and Infinite without bounds,zfer, 

one another, and neceflarily exif in the ſame ſubjetF. 

For 'tis impoſſible, that any thing which is form'd by 

another, and hatha beginning, ſhould not be limited 

in its Nature by the cauſe that produced it. There-- 

fore the Apoſtle declares, that the Eternal Power of pom. 1.20. - 
God is ſet forth in the Creation of the World,joyning 

with the diſcovery of his Power,that of his Eternity. 

2, Admirable Wiſdom appear'd -to-Man in the- 

| TEN ] oO _ Creation. 
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. Prov 48.27) 
. 28, 29+ 


; Pla+104+24+ j3f he diſcovered ſuch wonderful ag Divine Wiſ- 


"The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
Creation, For by conſidering the Variety and U- 


nion, the Order and Efticacy, the Beauty and Sta- 


bility of the V/orld, he clearly diſcerned that Wif- 
dom, which ſo regularly diſpoſed all. *Tis thus 
that Wiſdom ſpeaks inthe Book of Proverbs ; When 
he prepared the Heavens, I was there: when he ſet 
a compaſs upon ih face of the depth: When he eſta- 
bliſhed the Cloud; ove : When he ſtrengthened the 
Fountains of the Deep : when he gave the Sea his De- 
cree, that the Waters ſhould not paſs his Command- 
ments: when he appointed the Foundations of the Earth: 
Twas with him, contriving all in the beſt manner for 
Ornament-and Uſe. The knowledg of this, fill'd 
his Soul with wonder, and delight. The Pſamiſt 
breaks forth with aſtonithment, as one in the midſt 
of innumerable Miracles, O Lord, how manifold 
are thy works ! inWiſdom haſt made them all: Ayd 


dom in the Works of God, when the vigour of 


the humane Underſtanding was fo much impair'd. 
by the Fall; how much more did Adam, who per- 


fealy underſtood Univerſal Nature, the offices of 
its parts, the harmony of the whole, and all the 


juſt Laws of Uxion, by which God hath joined 


together ſuch a multitude of beings, fo diſtant and 


difagreeing , and how the Pablick Peace is pre- 


ſerved by their Private Enmity, This diſcovery, 
cauſed him to acknowledge, that Great is the Loyd, 
and of great Power, bis Wnderſtanding ts infinite. 


3. loftnite Goodneſs ſ(hin'd forth in the Creation. 


This is the leading Attribute, that cali'd forth 
the reſt to work. As there was no matter, ſo no 
-motive to.induce God to make the World, but what 
aroſe 
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#4 the Contrivance of Mans Redemption.” 


aroſe from his Goodneſs : For he 1s an All-ſufficrent 
Being, peric&ly bleſſedin himſelf, His Majeſty is 


not encreaſed by the Adoration of Angels, nor his 
Greatneſſe by the Obedience of Nature ; neither 
was he leſs happy, or content, in that Eternal 
Duration before the exiſtence of any Creature , 
than he is ſince, His Original Felicity is equally 


incapable of acceſſion ; as of diminution, *Tis e- - 


vident therefore, that only free, and unexcited 
Goodneſs, moved him to create all things, that he 


might impart being and happineſs. to the Creature, 


not inrich his own. 


And as by contemplating the other works of 


God, ſo eſpecially by refleQting upon himſelf, Adan: - 


had a clear fight of the Divine Attributes, which con- 
curr'd in his-Creation, Whether the conſider'd his 
loweſt part, the Body, *twas- form'd of the -Earth, 
the moſt artificial and beautiful piece of the wifable 
World. The contrivance of its parts, 'was with 
that: proportion and exacneſs,” as: moſt conduc'd to 
Comlineſs and Service,-- Its ſtature was ere& and 
raiſed, becoming the Lord of the Creatures, and an 
obſerver of the Heavens. - A Divine Beauty and 


Majeſty was ſhed upon it. And this was no- vaniſh- 


ing ray, ſoon eclips'd by a Diſeaſe, and extinguiſhr 
by Death, but ſhin'd in the countenance without 
any declination, The Tozgue was Man's peculiar 


Diffcile eft - 
expedire u- 
tram ſpecies 
an Utilitas 

major ſit. - 

Lact.de opit + 
Hom. 


pony being the interpreter of the mind, and capa- 
e to ſignifie all the Aﬀections: of the Soul. In 


ſhort, the Body was ſo fram'd, as ro make a viſible 
diſcovery of the Prerogatives of his Creation.' And 


when he reflected; upon his Soul, that animated his 


duſt, its excellent endowments, wherein 'tis con-. 


parable 


| 
q! 
| 
| 


x Laws, an 


$ The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 

-parable to the Angels, its capacity ofenjoying God 
himſelf for ever, he had an internal and moſt clear 
Miraty a. ihimony of the glorious perteCtions of his Creator. 
Tiahomo.cum For Man, who alone admires the works of God, is 

#t ipſe mira- the molt admirable of all. | 
tor maxi- 2. The Image of God was reſplexdent in mans 
mum mira- Conſcience, the ſeat of practical Knowledg, and 
culum AVE Treaſury of moral Principles. The diredive facul- 
ty was {incere, and incorrupt, not infected with any 
diſguiſing tinure : *twas clear from all prejudices, 
which might render it an incompetent Judg of good 
and evil. It inftruted Man in-all the parts of his 
relative Obligations to God, and the Creatures. 
'Twas not ferter'd and confin'd, fearfully-reſtrain- 
ing from what is Lawful ; nor licentious and .indul- 
gent in what is forbidden. Briefly, Conſcience in 
Adam oPrIgne ; was 4 ſubordinate God, that gave 
exaced obedience to that glorious Be- 

ing who is its Superior, 

3. There was 4 Divine Impreſhon on the Will. 
Spiritual Reaſon kept the Throne , and the inferi- 
our Faculties obſerved an eaſy and regular ſub- 
ordination to - its diffatess The AﬀeRions were 
exercis'd with proportion to the quality of their 
Objects. Reaſon was their inviolable Rule. 
Love the moſt noble, and Maſter-affeQion , 
which gives being and goodneſs to all the reſt, 
even to hatred it ſelf, (for ſo much we hate an 
object, as it hinders out enjoyment ofthe good we 
love ) this precious Incenſe was offer'd up to the ex- 
cellent ud ſupreme Being, which was the Author 
of his Life. Adam fully obeyed the fir, and great 
Command, of loving the Lord with all his heart, 


ſoul, 
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72 the Contrivance of Man's Redemption, 
ſoul, and Rrength, His love to other things was 
regulated by his love to God, There was a perfect 
accord between fleth and ſpirit in him, They both 
joyn'd ia the ſervice of God, and were naturally 
mov d to their happineſs, In ſhort, the image of 
God, in Adam, was a living, powerful Principle, and 
had the ſame relation to the Soul, which the Soul 


- hath to the Body,to animate and order all its Facul- 


ties, in their Oihces and Operations, according to 
the Will of his Creator, | 

2. The Image of God conſiſted (though in an infe- 
riour degree) in the happy ſtate of man, Herein he 
reſembled that intinitly Bleſſed Being. This happi- 
neſs had relation to the #:wo Natures, which enter 
into Mans Compolition. ; 


1. To the Animal and Senſitive, and this con- 
ſited in 71o things. I. Inthe excellent diſpoſition 
of his Organs, 2. In the enjoyment of convenient 
Objects. 

t« In the excelient diſpoſition of the Organs, His 
body was form'd immediately by God,and fo not liable 
to thoſe d-fects, which proceed from the weakneſs of 
ſecond cauſes. Noblcmith, or diſeaſe, which are the 
effects and footſteps of ſin, were to be found in him, 
His health was not a frail inconſftant difpolirion, 
eatily ruin'd by the jarring elements, bur firm and 
table. The humours were1ina juſt temperament, ro 
prevent any deſtemper, whici migat tend to the Yif- 
ſoiution of that cxellent frame. Briefly all che 
ſenſes were quick and lively, able to perform with 
facility, vigour, and delight, rheir operations, 

2. There were conyenicnt Objects, to entertain his 
ſenſitive iaculties, 

TOINNGS SHIRON C | He 
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He enjoyed Nature in its or/g/na/ Purity, crown'd 
with the berediction of God ; before twas blaſted 
with the curſe. The Worid was all Harmony and 
Beauty, becoming the goodneſs of the Creator ; and 
not as *tis ſince the Fall diſorder'd and deform'd in 
many parts, the effect of his Juſtice. The Earth 
was liberal to Adam of all its Treaſures : the Hea- 
vens of their Light, and ſweeteſt Influences. He 
was ſeated in Edez, a place of ſo great beauty and 
delight, that it repreſented the Celeſtial Paradiſe, 
which is refreſht with Rivers of Pleaſure. And as 
the »ltimate End of the Creatures was to raiſe his 
mind, and inflame his heart with the love of his 

eat Benefactor ; So their firſt and natural uſe was 
the ſatisfaction of the Senſes, from whence the fe- 
licity of the Azimal Life did proceed. | 
2. His ſupreme Happineſs conliſted in the ex: 
erciſe of his moſt noble Faculties, on their proper 
Objects. This will appear by conſidering, that as 
the ſpiritual Faculties have objets which infinitely 
excel thoſe of the ſexſitive; So their capacity is 
more inlarged, their union with objects is more in- 
timate, and their perception 1s with more quickneſs 
and vivacity, and thereby are the greateſt inſtru- 
ments of pleaſure to the rat/onal being. Now the 
higheſt Faculties in Man, are the Underſtanding and 
Wil; andthcir happineſs conſiſts in union with God, 
by Knowledg and Love. 

I. In the Knowledy; of God. As the deſire of 
Knowledg is the moſt natural to the humane Soul, 
ſo the obtaining of it produces the moſt noble and 
ſweeteſt pleaſure. And proportionably to the de- 
grees of excellency that are in objects, ſo much of 
FTIR : rational 


in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption, 
rational Perteftion and Satisfation accrues to the 
mind by the knowledg of them. The diſcovery of 
the Works of God greatly affeted Man, yet the 
excellencies ſcatter d among them, are but an im- 
perte&t and mutable ſhadow of God's infinite and 
unchangable Perfe&tions, How much more de- 
lighttul was it to his pure underſtanding, tracing 
the footſteps and impreſſions of God in Natural 
things, to aſcend to him, whois the glorious Original 
of all Pertetions, And although his finite under- 
ſtanding could not comprchend the Divine excel- 
lencies, yet his knowleds was anſwerable to the 
degrees of Revelation, wherein God was manifeſted. 
He ſaw the admirable Beauty of the Creator through 
the 7ranſparent vail of the creatures. And from 
hence there aroſe in the Soul, a pleaſure pure, ſolid, 
and ſatisfying, a pleaſure divine; for God takes 
infinit contentment in the contemplation of Him- 


felt. © 


2. The Happineſs of Man conſiſted in the Lowe 


of God. *Twas not the naked ſpeculation of the 
Deity that made him happy, bur ſnch a knowledg 
as raviſhe his Aﬀections, For happineſs reſults 
from the fr#:t/ovs of all the Faculties, *Tis true, 
that by the mediation of the underſtanding, the other 
Faculties have acceſs to an obje#; the Will and 
Aﬀections can't be enclin'd to any thing, but by 
vertue of an a;# of the mind which propounds ir as 
worthy of them, It follows theretore that when 
by the diſcovery of the traſcendext excellencies in 
God, the Soul is excited to love and to delight in 
Him as its Supremz? Good , tis then really and per- 
tealy happy. Now as Adam had a perfe& know- 
C 2 2s ledg 
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ledg of God, ſo the height of his love was anſwer- 
able to his knowledg, and the compleatneſs of his 
enjoyment was according to his Love. All the 
Divine Exceilencies were amiable to him. The Ma- 
jeſty, Purity, Juſtice, and Power of God, which 
are the terrour of gailty creatures, ſecur'd his hap- 
pins whilit he continued in his Obedzexce, His 
Conſcience was clear and calm, ho unquiet fears 
diſcompos'd its Tranquillity, *trwas the ſeat. of In- 
nocence and Peace. Briefly, His love to God was 
perfe&t, without any allay of tormenting fear; and 
Delight,its inſeparable attendant, was pure without 
the leaſt mixture of Sorrow, 

3. There was in Mans dominion and. power over 
the Creatures, a ſhining part of God's Image, He 
was appointed God's Lieutenant in the world, and 
adorn'd with a Flower of his Crown, God gave 
him the ſolemn Tnveſtiture of. this dignity, when he 
brought the Creatures to receive their zam:s from 
him, which was a mark of their homage, and a 
Token of his ſupreme Empire to command them b 
their names, As this Dominion was eſtabliſht by 
the order of God, ſo 'twas exerciſed by the media- 
tion of the Body, In his Face and Words there was 
ſomething ſo powerful, as commanded all the hoſts 
of the lower world, And as their ſubjeCtion was 
moſt eaſte without conſtraint, or reſiſtance, ſo *twas 
moſt -equal without violence and oppreſſion, 


Thus holy and bleſſed was Adam inhis Primitive 
ſtate, And that he might continue ſo, he was 
obliged for ever to obey the Will of God, who be- 
ſtowed upon him Life and Happine!s. By the firſt 
neglect of his Duty, he would moſt juſtly and in- 
| | - | evitably 
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evitably incur the loſs of both, This will appear 

by conſidering the deſign of God un the Creati- 

on. 
God did: not make the World and Man for the 

meer exerciſe of his Power, and ſo leit them; but 

as the production of all things was from his Good- 

neſs, ſo their reſolution and tendency is tor his 

Glory. He ts as univerſally the final, as the efficient 

cauſe of all creatures. For that which receives its 

being from another, can't: be an end to it ſelf; for 

the previſion of the end in the mind of the Creator, 

bw” ſets him a work, and is aztecedent to the being of 

the creature. . Therefore the Wiſeman tells us, that 

God made all things for himſelf, And the Apeſtle, that 

Of him, and to him, and. through. him are all things : ROm-11436-- 

to whom be glory for ever, The lower rank of Crea« 

tures objectively glorifie God ; as there is a viſible 

demonſtration of his excellent Attributes in them... 

Man.is only qualified to know, and love the Crea- 

tor: Andas the benefit of all redounds to him, *tis 

his duty to pay the tribute for all; . By his mouth 

the world makes its acknowledgment to God. He 

is the Interpreter of the ſilent and uninterrupted 

Praiſes, which the fall ©xzre. of Heaven and Earth Pal. 145.106 


Prov. 16.4. 


f renders to him, O Lord, all thy works praiſe thee, 
jy (from the moſt noble to the leaſt worthy) thy Saints 
bl:ſs thee, Thankfulneſs is the homage due from 


underſtanding Creatures, 
And from hence it follows; that Man was only in 

a ſtate of »zoral dependance, and capable of a Law. 

For a Law being the declaration of the Supertours 

Will, requiring Obedience, and threatning Puniſh- 

ment on the fazluye thereof ; there muſt be a prin- 

ciple of Reaſon and choice in that nature thatis 80; 
Vern 6. - 
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yern'd by it. 1. To diſcover the Authority that 


enjoins it, 2, To diſcern the matter of the Law, 
3. Todetermine it ſelf out of judgment and electi- 
on to Obedience, as moſt excellent in it ſelf and 
advantageous to the performer, 

Now all inferiour Creatures are moved by the 
ſecret force of zatural inclinations ; they are inſen- 
ſible of oral engagements, and are not wrought on 
in an illuminative way by the foreſight of rewards 
and puniſhments. But Man who is a reaſonable 
creature owes a reaſonable ſervice, And it is im- 
poſiible that Man thould be exempt from a Law. 
For as the notion of a God, that 1s of the firſt and 
ſupreme Being, excludes all poſſibility of obligation 


Rom.11-35- tg another, V!/ho hath fir? £iven to the Lord, and it 


ſhall be recompci:ſed to him again * And of ſubjetion 


toa Law, pr iupremacy and ſubjeQtion are incom- 
parible; ſo the quality of a Creature includes the 
relation of dependance, and natural ſub;e&ion to 
the Will of God. This is moſt evident from that 
common Principle which governs the iztelligent Crea- 
tion. *Tisa moral Maxime to which the reaſonable 
nature neceſſarily aſlents, That the diſpenſing of 
benefits acquires to the Giver a Right to command, 
and lays on the Receiver an Obligation to obey , and 
theſe rights and duties are meaſured by the nature of 


the benefits as their juſt Rule, This is viſible in 


that Dominion which is amongſt men, 

If we aſcend to the fr? Springs of Humane Lays, 
we {hall find the or/2inal Right of Power to ariſe 
either from Generation in Nature.or Pzeſervation in 
War,or ſome publick Good accruing to the Society 
by the prudent care of the Goyernor, Now the 
being and bleſſedneſs of the creature are che greateſt 


and 
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and moſt valuable benefits that can be received ; and 
in the beſtowing of them is laid the moſt real founda- - 


tion of Power and Authority, Upon this account 
Man who derives his lite and felicity from God, is 
under a natural and ſtrong obligation to comply 
with his will. From tais. right of Creation God 
aſſerts his univerſal Dominion: [ have made the 
Earth,and created Man upon it, even my hands have 
ftretcht out the Heavens, and all their hoſts have 1 
commanded, And the Pſabnift tells us, Know ye 


that the Lord he is God, it is He that made 1s, and not Plal.100.3. 


we our ſelves ; we are his people and the ſheep of his 
paſture. Nis Juriſdiftion is grounded on bis pro- 


priety in Man; and that ariſes from his giving 


being to him. Remember, O Iſrael, for thou art 16, 44.21, 


my ſervant, I have formed thee. From hence he 
hath a ſupreme Right to impoſe any Law, for the 
performance of which Man had -an original Power. 
Univerſal Obedience is the juſt conſequent of our 
obligations to the Divine Goodneſs, 

Suppoſe that Man were not the work of God's 
hands, yet the infinite excellency of his nature 
wi him a better title to command us, than Man 

ath upon the account of his reaſon to govern thoſe 
Creatures that are inferiour to him, Or ſuppoſe 
that God had not created the matter of which the 
Body is compos d, but only inſpir'd it with a living 
Soul, yet his right over us had been unqueſtionable. 
The Civil Law determines, that when an Artificer 
works on rich materials, and the engraving be not 
of extraordinary value, that the whole belongs to 
him who is the owner of the materials. But it the 


matter be mean, and the workmanjhip excellent, in 
es Ro which 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 
which the price wholly lies 3: as if a Painter ſhould 


draw an admirable Picture on a piece of Canvas, the 


Picture of right belongs to kim that drew it. So if, 
according to the errour of ſome Philoſophers, the 


matter of which the Worid was made had been Eter- 
-nal, yet God having infuſed a reaſonable Soul into a 


piece of c/ay which is the principle of its life, and 


gives it a tranſcendent valauc above all other beings 


which were made of the ſame element, it is moſt juſt 


he ſhould have a property in him, and dominion 


ovcr him. | 
The Law of Nature to which Man was ſubje& up- 
on his Creation, contains . thoſe oral Principles 


concerning good and cvil, which have an eſſential 


equity in them, and are the meaſures of his duty to 
God, to himſelf, and to his fellow creatures, This 
was publiſht by the voice of Reaſon,and is holy, juſt 
and good; Holy as it enjoins thoſe things wherein 
there is a conformity to thoſe Atiributes and ARi- 
ons of God, which are the pattern of our imitation : 
So the general Rule is, Be holy, xs God is holy, in all 
manner of converſation; and this is moſt honourable 
to the humane nature, *Tis juſt, that is, exactly 
agreable to the frame of mans taculties, and moſt 
ſuitable to his condition in the world: and good, 
that is, beneficial to the obſerver of it. I ceeping of 
it there is great reward. And the obligation ro it 
is eterna], it being the unchangeable will of God 
grounded on the natural and unvariable relations 
between God and Man, and between Man and the 
Creatures. 


Beſides the particular dire&tions of the Law of 
Nature, this general Principle was planted in the 
: rcaſonable 
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reaſonable Soul, to obey God in any inſtance where# 


in he did preſcribe his pleaſure. 

Moreover, God was pleaſed to enter into a Cove- 
nant with Ada, and with all his Poſterity, natu- 
rally deſcending from him : And this was the 
effect ; 

rt. Of admirable Goodneſs : For by his Supre- 
macy over Man he might have ſignified his Will 
mecerly by the way of Empire, and requir'd Obe. 
dience. But he was pleaſed to condeſcend ſo far as 
to deal with Man in a ſweeter manner, as with a 
Creature capable of his Love, and to work upon 
him by rewards and puniſhments, congruouſly to the 
reaſonable Nature, 

2. Of Wiſdom to ſecure Man's obedience: For 
the Covenant being a mutual engagement between 
God and Man, as it gave him infallible aſſurance 
of the reward to ſtrengthen his Faith, ſo it was the 
ſureſt bond to preſerve his Fidelity. *Tis true the 
Precept alone binds by vertue of the authority that 
impoſes it, but the conſent of the Creature in- 
creaſes the Obligation ; It zwifs the cords of the 
Law, and binds more ſtrongly to Obedience. Thus 
Adam was God's ſervant, as by the condition of his 
nature, ſo by his choice, accepting the Covenant, 
from which he could not recede without the guilc 
and infamy of the worſt perfidiouſneſs, 


The terms. of the Covenant were becoming the 


Parties concern'd, God and Man , It eſtabliſhed an 
inſeparable Connexion between Duty and Felicity. 
This appears by the Santion, I the day thou eateft 
of the forbidden fruit, thou ſhalt die, In that parti- 
cular ſpecies of Sin the whole ger is included ; ac- 
cording to the Apoſtles BERInnG * Curſed is every 
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Gal.3. 10, ohe that doth not continue in all the works of the Law to 


Ezek18+4+ 


do them.” The threatning of Death was expreſt, ir 
being more difficult to be conceivd. LIP 

 Thepromiſe of Life upon his Obedience was im- 
plied, and eaſily ſuggeſted it ſelf to the rational 
Mind. Theſe were the moſt proper and powerful 
motives to excite his Reaſon, and affet his Will. 
For Death primarily ſignifies the diſſolution of the 
vital union between the Soul and Body, and coxſe- 
74ently all the preparatory diſpoſitions thereunto z 
Hiſeaſes, Pains, -and all the Aﬀections of Morta- 
lity, which terminate in Death as their cexter, This 
is the extremeſt of temporal Evils, which inno- 
cent Nature ſhrunk trom, it being a deprivation of 
that excellent ſtate which Man enjoyed. But prin- 
cipally it ſignified the ſeparation of the Soul trom 
God's reviving preſence, who is the only Fountain 
of Felicity, Thus the Law is interpreted by the 
Lawgiver, The Sout that ſins ſhall die. Briefly, 
Death in the threatning is comprehenſive of all kinds 
and degrees of evils, from the leaſt Pain, to the 
compleatneſs of Damnation, Now *tis an invio- 
lable Principle deeply ſet in the Human Nature, to 
preſerve its being and bleſfedneſs, fo that nothing 
could be a more powerful reſtraint from Sin, than 
the fear of Death which is deſtrucive to both. 

This conſtitution of the Covenant was founded 
not only in the Will of God, but in thenature of 
the things themſelves : And this appears by con- 
ſidering , 

I, That Holineſs is more excellent in it ſelf, 
and ſeparately conſidered, than the reward that at- 
tends it. *Tis the peculiar glory of the Divine Na- 
ture, God is glorions in Holineſs, And as He preters 


the 
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the infinite purity of his Nature, before the immor- 
tal felicity of his ſtate, ſo he values in the reaſona- 
ble Creature the vertues by which they repreſent 
his Holineſs, more than their perfe& Contentment 
by whicly they are like Him in Blefſedneſs. Now 
God is the moſt juſt eſteemer of things, his judgment 
is the infallible meaſure of their real worth ; *tis 
therefore according to natural order that the Hap- 
pineſs of Man ſhould depend upon his Integrity, 
and the reward be the fruit of his Obedience. 

And although it is impoſſible that a meer Creature, 
in- what ſtate ſoever, ſhould obtain any thing from 
God by any other title but his voluntary Promiſe, 
the effect of his Goodneſs; . yet 'twas ſuch Good- 
neſs as God was invited to exerciſe, by the conſt- 
deration of Mans obedience, And as the negle& 
of his Duty had diſcharged the Obligation on God's 
part, ſo the performance gave him a claim, by right 
of the Promiſe, to everlaſting Lite. 


2. As the fir} part of the alliance was moſt - 


reaſonable, ſo was the Setozd, that Death ſhould 
be the wages of Sin, It is not conceivable that God 
ſhould continue his favour to Man, if he turn'd 


Rebel againſt Him: For this were to diſarm the Law, 


and expoſe the Authority of the Lawgiver to con- 
tempt, and would refle& upon the Wiſdom of God, 
Beſides, If the reaſonable Creature violates the 
Law, it neceſſarily contracts an obligation to pu- 
niſhment, So: that if the Sinner who Tifeves death 
| ſhould enjoy life, without ſatisfaction for the of- 
tence, or Repentance to qualifie him for pardon, 
(both which were without the compaſs of the fir/# 
Covenant) this would infringe the unchangable 
rights of Juſtice, and diſparage the Divine PET 
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In the firſt Covenant there was a ſpecial clauſe, 
which reſpeted Man as the inhabitant of Paradiſe, 


Gene217+ That he ſhould zot eat of the Tree of' Knowleadg of good 


and evil upon pain of Death, And this Prohibi- 
tion was upon moſt wiſe and juſt reaſons, 

I. To declare God's Sovereign Right in all things. 
In the quality of Creator he is Supreme Lord. Man 
enjoyed nothing but by a derived title from his Boun- 
ty and Allowance, and with an obligation to render 
to him the Homage of all. As Princes when they 
oive eſtates to their Subjects, ſtill retain the Roy- 
alty, and receive a ſmall rext, which though incon- 
fiderable in its value, is an acknowledgment of de- 
pendance upon them, So when God placed A4dzm 
in Paradiſe, he reſerved this mark of his Soveraign- 
ty, that in the free uſe of all other things, Man 
ſhould abſtain from the forbidden Tree. 

2. To make trial of Mans Obedience in a matter 
bedicntiz pe- VELY CONgruous £0 diſcoverit, If the Prohibition 
riculumfaci- had been grounded on any moral internal evil in the 
nar Lo Le. nature of the thing it ſelf, there had not been ſo 
giſlatoris ad clear a teſtimony of God's Dominion, nor of Adam's 
Obedientiam © 6jection to it, But. when that which in it ſel 
potius babes was indifferent, became unlawful meerly by the 
= 12:12 Willof God, and when the Command had no other 
qua lex Jata excellency, but to make his Authority more ſacred, 
* ' this was a confining of Man's liberty, and to ab- 

ſtain was pure Obedience. 

Befides, The reſtraint was from that which was 

very gratctul and alluring to both the parts of Mans 

Gen. 3-6 compounded Nature, The Sexſitive Appetite is 
ſtrongly excited by the Luſt of the Eye; and this 

Fruit being beautiful to the ſight, the forbearance was 

an excellent exerciſe ot vertue in keeping the lower 
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appetite in obedience. Again, Thedefire of Know- 
 ledg is extremely quick and earneſt, and in appea- 
rance moſt worthy of the rationa! Nature ; Nullus 


ar ct 'T;  þ LaGtats 
animo ſuavior cibus, "Tis the moſt high and luſcious © 


food of the Soul. S 
Now the Tree of Kyewledg was forbidden ; So 
that the obſervance of the Law was the more emi- © 
nent, in keeping the zztclleFual Appetite in Medi- 

Ocrity. 
In ſhort, God required Obedience as a Sacrifice. 


For the Prohibition being in a matter of natural Plea- q.,,; FE] 


ſure, and acurb to Curiofity, which .is the Luſt and riaett in co 
Concupiſcence of the Mind after things conceal'd , re are eg 
by a reverent regard to it, Man preſented his Soul velit. zi». 
and Body to God as a living Sacrifice, which was 


his reaſonable ſervice. © Rom.12.1. 


—— 
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CHAP, II 


Mats Natural ſtate was mutable, The Devil, moved 
by hatred and envy, attempts to ſeduce him. The 
Temptation was ſuitable to Mans compounded Na- 
ture, The Woman being deceived, perſmoades her 
Huushand. The quality of the firſt Siz, Many 
were combind in it, *Twas perfettly voluntary, 
Man had Power to ſtand, The Devil could only 
allure, not compet him. His Underſtanding and 


Will the cauſes of his Fall, The puniſhment 1.45 of 


the ſame date with bis Sin, He forfeited. his 
Righteouſneſs and Felicity. The loſs of original 

, Reghteouſneſs, as it ſignifies the purity and liberty 
of the Soul, The torment of Gonſcience that was 
conſequent to Sin, A whole Army of Evils enter 
with it into the World. 


AN was created perfe&tly holy, but in a 

2 natural, therefore mutable ſtate, He was 
inveſted with power to prevent his Falizg , yet un- 
der a poſhbility of it, He was compleat in his gwn 


order, but receptive of ſinful impreffions. 'An in- 


vincible Perſeverance in Holineſs belongs to a ſu- 
pernatural ſtate; *tis the priviledg of Grace. and 
exceeds the delign of the firſt Creation, | 

The rebellious Spirits, who by a furious ambition 
had raiſed a war in Heaven, and were fallen from 
their obedience and glory, deſigned to corrupt Man, 
and to make him a companion with them in their 
revolt, The moſt ſubtile amongſt them ſets about this 
work, 


in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption. 
work, urged by two ſtrong patſions, Hatred and 
Envy. | 
- By Hatred,. For being under a final and ir- 
reyvocable Doom, he lookt on God as an irreconcile- 
able enemy : And not being able to injure his 
Eflence, he ſtruck at his Image: As the fury of 
ſome beaſts diſcharges it ſelf upon the Picture of a 
Man, He fingledout Adam as the mark of his ma- 
lice, that by ſeducing him from his Duty, he might 
defeat God's deſign, which was, to be honoured by 
| Mans free obedience, and ſo obſcure his Glory as jf 
He had made Man in vain. ET 

2. He was ſollicited by Ezvy, the firſt native of 
Hell : For having loſt the favourot God, and being 
caſt out of Heaven the Region of Joy and Bleſſed- 
neſs, the ſignt of Adams Felicity exaſperated his 
Grief. That Man who by the condition of his 
nature was below him, ſhould be Prince of the world, 
whilſt he was a Priſoner under thoſe chains which 
reſtrain'd him and tormented him, the power and 
wrath of God, this made his ſtate more intollerable, 
His torment was incapable of allay, but by ren- 
dering man as itiiſerable as himſelf, And as hatred 
excired his cnvy, ſo envy inflam'd his hatred, and 
both joynd in miſchief. And thus putht on, his 
Subtiity being equal to his Malice, he contrives a 
Temptation which» might be moſt taking and dan- 
gerous to Man, in his raiſed and happy ſtate. He 
attempts him with art, by propounding the /zre of 
Knowlcdg and Pleaſure, to inveigle the Spiritual 
and Sexfitive Appetites at once, And that he 
might the better ſucceed, he addreſſes to the Woman 
the weakeſt and moſt liable to ſeduction. He hides 
hinaſclf in the body of a Serpent, which before Sin 
was 


23 


Tertul. 
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was not terrible unto her : And by this inſtrument 
inſinuates his Temptation, He firſ# allures with 
the hopes of impunity, Ye ſhall not die, then he 
promiſeth an univerſal knowledg of good and evil. 
By theſe pretences he ruin'd innocence it ſelf, For 
the Woman deceived by thoſe ſpecious AllzZrves, 


ſwallowed the poiſon of the Serpext, and having 


taſted Death, ſhe perſwaded her Husband by the 
ſame motives to deſpiſe the Law of their Creator. 
Thus Sin enter d and brought confuſion into the 
World, For the moral Harmony of the World 
conſiſting in the juſt ſubordination of the ſeveral 
ranks of beings to one another, and of all to God : 


| When Man who was placed next to God, broke the 


Union, his Fall brought a deſperate diſorder into 
God's Government. | 

And although the matter of the Offence ſeems 
ſmall, yet the Diſobedience was infinitely great ; 
it being the tranſpreſſion of that command, which 
was given to be the inſtance and real proot of Mans 
ſubjeRtion to God. Totam legem violavit in ills lega- 
lis obedientie pracepto. The Honour and Majeſty of 
the whole Law was violated in the breach of that 
fymbolical Precept. *Twas a dire&t and formal Rebel- 
lion, a publick and univerſal renouncing of Obe- 
dience, Many Sins were combin'd in that ſingle 
ack, :- 

I. Infidelity : This was the firſt ſtepto ruine. It 
appears by the order of the Temptation : 'twas firſt 
ſaid by the Devil, Ye ſhall pot die, to weaken their 
Faith ; then ze ſhall be like gods, to flatter their ambi- 
tion. The fear of Death would have contrould the 
efficacy of all his Arguments, till that reſtraint was 


| broke, he could faſten nothing upon them. This 
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account the Apoſtle gives of the Fall ; The womar Thrri,a 
being deceiu d, was is the tranſorejſion, As Obedience COLLIE? 
is the eſfc& of Faith, ſo Diſobedience of Infidelity. 
And as Faith comes by hearing the Word of God, fo 
Infidelity by liſtening to the words of the Devil. 
From the deception of the Mind proceeded the depra- 
vation of the Will, the :ntemperance of the Appe- 
tite, and the defecF/oz of the whole Man. Thus as 
the zatural, ſo the ſpiritual Death made its firſt en- | 
trance by the Eye. And this Infidelity is ex- ormgbot th 
tremely aggravated, as it implies an accuſation of tur ccali | 
God both of envy and falſhood, -  Plin, 
1. Of Envy; Asit hehad deni'd them the per- 

fections becoming the humane Nature ; and they 

might aſcend to a higher Orb, than that wherein 

they were placed, by eating the forbidden fruit. 

And what greater diſparagement could there be 'of 

the Divine Goodneſs, than to ſuſpe& the Deity of 

ſych. a low and baſe Paſſion, which is: the ſpecial 

charadter of the Angels of Darkneſs. | 

* And twas equally injurious to the honour of God's 

Truth. For it is not eaſy to conceive that Adam who 

was ſo latcly the efte&t of Gods Omnipotence thould 

preſently diſtrult it as unable to inflict the puniſh- 

ment threatned, but his aſſent was weakened as to 

the truth of the threatening : He did not believe the 

danger to be ſo great or certain upon his Diſobe- 

dience. And he that believes not God, makes him a 1 Joh. 5.16. 
Liar. An impiety not to be thought on without 

horror. And that which heightens the affront, 15. 

that when he diſtruſted the Fountain of Truth, he 

gave credit to the Father of Lies; as appears by his 
cotnpliance, the real evidence of his Faith.' Now 

what viler contumely could be offered to the Creator. 

| | E -": 2Ss BO 
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2. Prodigious Pride, He was ſcarce out of the 

ſtate of nothing, no ſooner created, but he aſpir'd 

Th veomic 00 Ye As God, Not content with his Image, he af- 
e promiſe | : ; TRI SES, 6 cg 

oftheTempter feed an equality, to be like him in his inimitable 

HEE - 1;. Attributes. He would rob God of his Eternity to 

encouraged * live without end ; of his Soveraignty, to command 

him to believe without dependance ; of his Wiſdome, to know all 
that he ſhould , . , þ | 

enjoy in Im- _— without reſerve, Infinite Infolence ! and 

roeadeg =. "0t worthy of the moſt fiery indignation: That Man; 

epending on 


Gods will, the Son of the Earth, forgerful of his Original, 


but abſolute ; ſhould uſurp the Prerogatives which are eſſeztial to 
which is pro- 


perro God a. the Deity, and ſet up himſelf a real Idol, was 2 


ones ſirain of that arrogancy which corrupted the An- 
els. 
. 3. Horrid Ingratitude. He was appointed Heir 
apparent of all things ; yet undervaluing his preſent 
portion, he entertains a project of improving his 
Happineſs. The excellent ſtate newly conferr'd up- 
on him, was a ſtrong obligation to pay ſo ſmall an 
acknowledgment to his Lord, The ufe of all the 
Garden was allowed to him, only a Tree excepted. 
Now in the midſt of ſuch variety and plenty, to be 
 inflam'd with the intemperate appetite of the for- 
bidden Fruit,and to break a Command ſo equal and 
eaſie, what was it but a deſpiſing the rich Goodneſs 
of his great Benetaftor. Belides, Man was endued 
with a diviner Spirit than the inferiour order of 
Creatures : Reaſon and Liberty were the ſpecial 
privitedges of his Nature, and to abuſe them to 
Rebellion, renders him as more unreaſonable, ſo 
more diſingenuous than the Creatures below him, 
who inflexibly obey the Will of God. 
4. The vifible Contempt of God's Majeſty, with: 
a flighting his Juſtice. For the Prohibition was ſo 
| expreſs 
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expreſs and terrible, that till he had caſt off all 
reſpects to the Lawgiver, 'twas not poſſible he ſhould 
venture to diſobey him. "The Sin of Adam is there- 
fore called by the Apoſtle,; Dzſobedience ; as emi- Rom.5.19. 
nently ſuch, it being the f5# and higheſt inſtance 
of it, Twas the profanation of Paradiſe it ſelf, 
the place of God's ſpecial preſence. Ther he fell, 
and trampled on God's Command before his face, 
What juſt cauſe of aſtoniſhment is it, that a reaſona- 
ble creature ſhould bid open Defiance to the Author 
of its Life ! That a little breathing duſt ſhould con- 
temn its Creator ! That Man ſhould prefer ſervile 
compliance to the will of the Tempter, before free 
 ſabjection to his Father and Sovereign ! To 
depoſe God and place the Devil in his Throne, 
was double Treaſon, and provok'd his infinite jea- 
louſie. | 5 
5. Unaccountable and amazing Folly. What a 
deſpicable acquiſition tempted him out of Happi- 
neſs 2 If there had been any poſſible compariſon be- 
tween them, the choice had been more cxcuſable, 
But that the pleaſures of Taſte and Curioſity ſhould 
_ outvie the favour of God, which is better than Life, 
that the moſt pernicious ev:/, guilded with the thin 
appearance of gvod, ſhould be preferrd before the 
ſubſtantial and ſupreme Good, is the reproach of 
his Reaſon, and makes the choice ſo criminal, And 
what leſs than voluntary Madneſs could encline 
him to deſire that, which he ought infinitely to 
have feard, that is, the knoiyledg of evi/ : for no- 
thing could deſtroy his Happineſs, but the expe- 
rience of Evil, What but a wiltul d:{fra7o» could 
induce him to believe that by defacing God's image, 
he ſhould become more like him £ Thus Maz being 
E 2 Hs i 


5 


Deſeruit, & 
deſertus elt, 


Ang. 
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Pſal. 49+ 12+ 72 honour, but without underſtanding, became like the 


beaſts that periſh. ” L 
6. A bhbody cruelty to. himſelf, and all his Poſte- 
rity. When God had made him a depoſitary in a 
matter of infinite moment, that is of his own, Hap- 
pineſs, and all mankinds, this ſhould: have been a- 
powerful xotzve to have kept him vigilant : Bur 
giving a ready car to the Tempter, he betraid his 
traſt, and at once breaks both the Tables of the 
Law,' and becomes guilty of the higheſt Impiety and 
Cruelty. He was a Murderer betore- a Parent, he 
difinherited all. his Children before they were born, 
and made them Slaves before they knew the price of 
Liberty. | | 
And that which increaſes the malignity of this 
Sin, and adds an infinite emphaſis to it, is, that 
'twas pertecily voluntary, his Will was the ſole 
cauſe of his Fall, And this is evident by conſi- 
dering "v2 | ” 
1. That Adam innocent had a ſufficient power to 
perſevere in his holy State. There was no ſub- 
ſtraction of any Grace which was. requiſite to. his 
ſtanding; He left God before he was forſaken by 
Him. Much leſs was there any i#tcal impuliion 
from God. *Tis inconſiſtent with the Divine Puri- 
ty to enclinethe Creature toſin : As God cannot be 
rempted to. evil, neither tempts he any man. 'Tis 
injurious to his Wiſdom to think that God would 
ſpoil that work, which he had compos'd with ſo 
much deſign and- counſel. And *tis diſhonourable 
to his Goodneſs ; He loved his Creature, and Love 
is an inclination to do good ;. 'twas impoſlible there- 
fore tor God to induce Man to ſin, or to withdraw 
that. power-which was neceſſary to rcfift the Tempta- 
wh clOn, 
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tion, when the conſequent muſt be his inevitable 
rune. | 

2. The Devil did only allure, he could not ra- In merits ex- 
vith his conſent. . Though. his malice is infinite, yet SHONE bo 
kis power. is {0 reſtrain'd that he can't faſten an ci ang rai 
immediate, much lets an irrefiſtable impreſſion on uf a= re- 
the Will : he therefore made uſe-of an exterzal Ob- '*%y & perfor 
je&,. to invice him. Now ObjeiFs have no con- i9ovieras ad 
) SOD Es . UTrUmqQues 
ſtraining force, they are but partial agents, and de- Gree. 
rive all their cficacy from the Faculties to which 
they. are agreable. And although, fince Sin hath 
diſordered the fleſh, there is difficulty in reſiſting 
thoſe objects which pleaſantly. infinuate themſelves, 
yet ſuch an. univerſal reXitude was in Adam, and ſo. 
entire a ſubjection in. the ſenſual Apperite to the 
ſuperiour power of Reaſon, that he might have ob- 
taind an. eaſte conqueſt, A reſolute Vegative: had 
made him victorious: by a ſtrong Dezzal. he had Quants po. 
baffled that proud Spirit. As. the heavenly Adaz, reitas vitandi 
when he, who is only rich in promiſes, offer'd to og conn | 
him the Monarchy of the World with all its glory, CONtumacie 
diſdain'd the offer, and caſt off Satan with contempt. ,,mr, nine. 
The truer Rock was unmov'd, and broke. all the Vium facilis 
proud waves that daſht againſt it, he in : 

>, It will tully appear that the Diſobedience was 
Poluntary, by confidering what denominates an 
action to be fo. The two ſprings of humane ations 
are the Underſtanding and Will ; and as there is 
no particular good but may have the appearance. of 
ſome difficult unpleaſant quality annexed; upon 
which account the Will may reject it ; ſo any par- 
ticular 'ev// may bz ſo diſguiſed by theftalſe luſtre of 
goodneſs, as to encline the Will to receive it, This 
is clearly verified in. Adam's Fall, For. a_ſpeciors 

Brune Object. 


Wil _ Jam1,14 


Gen.3-6, 
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Obje&t was conveighed; through the unguarded 


Sence to his Fancy, and from that to his Under- 
ſtanding, which. by a vicious careleſneſs negleQing 
to con{tder the danger, or judging that-the-exce]- 
lency of the-end did out-weigh the evil of the means, 
commended.it to the Will, and thar reſolved to em- 
brace it. It 1s evident therefore, that the a&ion 
which reſulted from the direQion of the Mind, and 
the choice of the Will was adſolutely free. 

Beſides,. As the regret that is mixt with an ation, 
is a certain Charader that the perſon is under con- 
ſraint; So the delight that attends it, is a clear Evi- 
dence that the is free. When the Apperzte is drawn 
by the /ire of Pleaſure, the more violent, the more 
voluntary is its zot:0z. Now the repreſentations of 
the forbidden fruit were under the notion of Pleaſure. 
The Woman ſaw the won was good for food, that is, 
pleaſurable to the Palate, and plcaſant to the' Eyes, 
and to be defired to make one wiſe ; that is, to increaſe 
Knowledg, which is the pleaſure of the. Mind, and 
theſe Alleives drew her into a ſnare... Ada with 
complacency receiv'd the temptation, and by. the 
enticement of Sataz committed adultery with the 
Creature, from whence the curſed race of Sin and 
Miſeries proceed. MS 

Suppoſe the Devil had ſo diſguis'd:the Temptati- 
on, that notwithſtanding all his cirxcumſpe&tion and 
care, Adam could not have diſcovered its evil: his 
invincible Igzorazce had rendered the ation invo- 
luntary : But Adam was conſciors of his own ation, 
there was /izht in his mind to diſcern the evil, and 
ſtrength in his will to decline it, For the manner 
of the defection, whether it was from affected Ieno- 
rance, or ſecure Negle&, or tranſport of Paſhon, ' 


it 


$59 
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it doth not excuſe : The action it ſelf was of that mo- 
ment, and the ſupreme Law-giver ſo worthy of Re- 
verence, that it ſhould have awakened all the pow- 
crs of his Soul to beware of that which was Rebellion 
againſt God, and ruin to himſelt. 

Or ſuppoſe he had been tried by Torments , 
whoſe extremity and continuance had vehemently 
oppreſt his nature ,, this had only leſſen'd the guilt, 
the action had ſtill been voluntary z for no external 
force can compel the Will to- chooſe any thing, bur 


' under the notion of comparative goodneſs. Now:-Joh 36.21. 


to chooſe Sin rather than pains, and to. prefer caſe 
before obedience, is highly diſhonouxable ro God, 
whoſe Glory ought to be infinitely more valuable to 
us than. Life and all. its endearments. And al- 
though ſharp Pains by diſcompoling the. Body, make 
the Soul unfit for its higheſt and nobleſt Operations, 


| ſo thatitcannat perform the as of Vertue with 


delight and freedom, yet then it may abſtain fron 
evil, But this was not Adam's caſe: The Devil 
had no Power over him ( as over ob, who felt the 
extremity of his rage, and yet came off more than 
conqueror) to diſturb his felicity , he prevailed by 
a ſimple ſuaſtor. 

Briefly,, Though Man had ſtrength fufhcient to re- 
pel all the Powers of Darkneſs,yet he was vanquiſht 
by the aſlault ofa ſingle Temptation. Theſe are the 
circumſtances which derive a crimſon guilt to Man's. 
rebellious Sin, and render it above meaſure ſinful. 

This will more fully appear. by the convin- 
cing declaration of God's diſpleaſure againſt it, in 
the dreadful effe&tsthat enſued. The puniſhment 
of Man was of the ſame date with his Sin. Imme- 
diatly after. his Treaſon againſt Heaven, he made 

Q-: 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
a deadly forfeiture of his Original Righteouſneſs and 
Felicity. : 

1, Heloſthis Original Righteouſneſs; which we 
may conſider under the notion of the purity and 
8 beauty of the Soul, or of its dominion and liberty, in 
ll | oppoſition to which, Sin is repreſented in the Ser:p- 
ture by loathſom Deformity and Servitude: 

1. His Soul degenerated from its purity ; the 
Facultics remain'd, but the z-oral perftections were 
loſt, wherein the brightneſs of God's Image was moſt 
conſpicuous, How 1s Man disfigur'd by his Fall : 
How is he transform'd inan inſtant from the Image 
of God, into the Image of the Devil ? He is defiled 
with the filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, he is aſham'd 
at the ſight of his own nakedneſs that reproach'dhim 
for his crime ; but the moſt thameful was that of the 
Soul : The one might be cover'd with leaves, the 
other nothing could conceal. To ſee a Face of 
exquiſite Beauty devour'd by a Cancer, how doth it 
move compaſſion ; but were the Natural Eye height- 
ned to that clearneſs and perſpicacity, as to diſco- 
ver the deformity which Sin hath brought upon the 
Soul, how would it ſtrike with grief, horrour and j 
averſation. —— OT | 

2, He was deprived of his Dominion and Liber- 
ty. The Underſtanding was ſo wounded by the 
violence of the fall, that not onely its light is much 
impaired,but its Power is ſo weakned-as to the lower 
faculties, that thoſe which according to:the order of ; 
nature ſhould obey, have caſt off its juſt authority, and { 
uſurp the Goverment, The will hath loſt its true ] 
Freedom, whereby 'twas enlarg'd to the extent and 
amplitude of the Divine Will, in loving wh aſo- i 
cver was pleaſing to God, and is contracted to F. 
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in the Contrivance of' Man's Redemption, 

mean and baſe Objets. What a furious diſorder. 1s 
in the Aﬀe&ions 2 The reſtraint of Reaſon to check 
their violent courſe, provokes them to ſwell higher 
and to be more impetuous, and the more they are 
gratified, the more inſolent and outragious they 
TOW, | 

The Se-ſcs, whoſe office is to be the Intelligencers 
of che Soul, to make diſcovery and to givea naked 
report witnout diſturbing the higher Facalties, they 
ſomctimes miſtake diſguiſed enemies for friends ; 
and ſometimes by a falſe a/arm move the lower Ap- 
petites, and fill the Soul with diſorder and confuli- 
on. that the voice of Reaſon can't be heard. B 
the irritation of Grief, the #2/iauation of Pleaſure, 
or ſome other Perturbation, the Soul is captivated 
and wounded through the Szzſes. In ſhort, when 
Man turn'd Rebel to God, he became a ſlave to all 
the Creatures. By their primztive Inſtitution they 
were appointed to be ſubſervient to the Glory of 
God, and the uſe of Man,to be motzves of Loveand 
Obedience to the Creator; but Sin hath corrupted 
and changed them into ſo many inftruments of vice, 
they are made ſubject unto vanity : And Man is ſo . 
far ſunk into the dregs of- Servitude, that he is ſub- 
ject to them. For by ſorſaking God the Supreme 
Object of Love, with as much injuſtice as folly, and 
chooting the Creature- in his ſtead, he becomes a 
Servant to the-meaneſt thing, upon which he places 
an inordinate affeQ ion. | 

Briefly, Man who by his Creation was the ſon of 
God, is made a ſlave to Satan that damned ſpirit and 
moſt curſed creature. Deplorable Degradation ! 
and worthy of the deepeſt ſhame and ſorrow, 

2, Man loſt his Felicity, Beſides the trouble 

F that 
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that Sin hath in its own nature, which I have toucht - 


on- before, there is' a coſequent guilt and-torment - 


attends it, Adam whillt obedient enjoyed -peacc 
with God, a ſweet ſerenity of mind, a divine-calm in 


the Conſcience, and full ſatisfation in himſelf. 
But after his Sin, he trembled ar God's Voice and. 


was tormented at his Preſence. I heard thy woice, 
and was afraid, ſaith guilty Adam. He lookt on 
Godas angry, and arm dagainlt him, ready to exe- 
cute the ſevere Sentence; Conſcience. began an 
early Hell within him: Paradiſe with all its Plea- 
ſures could: not-ſecure him from that ſting in - his 
Breaſt; and- that ſharpen'd by the hand: of God. 
What confalion ok Thoughts, what: a combat of 
Paſſions was he in 2 when the Temptation which 
deceived him vaniſht, and his ſpirit recovered out- of 
the ſurpriſe, and took a clear view of his guilt in 


its true horrour, what indignation did it kindle in- 


his Breaſt 2 How did-Shame, Sorrow, Revenge, 


Deſpair, thoſe ſecret executioners torment his: . 


ſpirit. The :zte{;gent Nature, his peculiar excel- 
lency above the brates,- arm'd miſery againſt him; 
and put a keener edge to it : 1. By refleting up- 
on the fooliſh exchange he made of God himſelt,- for 
the fruit of a tree; That ſo flender a Temptation. 
ſhould cheat: him of his Blefledncſs. His preſent 
miſery is aggravated ,by the ſad 'compariſon of it 
with his primztive Felicity.. Nothing remains of 
his firff Innocence, but the vexatious regret of ha« 
ving loſt it, 2. By the fore{ight of-the Death- he 
deſerved, The conſcience of his Crimes rackt his 


Soul with'the certain and fearful expectation, -of 


Judgment, 
" Beſides the -inward torment of his Mind, he was 
expos d 
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from Paradiſe. The Beaſts who were all innocent, 


ful. The Heavens ſomrimes are hardened as Braſs,in 


Thiſtles inſtead of Bread. Infſhort, Man is an ene- 1$. 
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expos'd to all miſeries from without, Sin having. 
made a breach into the World, the whole Army of 
Evils enter'd with it; the Curſe extends it ſelf to 
the whole Creation. For the World being made 
for Man, the place of his reſidence, in his puniſh- 
ment it hath felt the effe&ts of God's diſpleaſure, 
The whole courſe of Nature is ſet on fire. 
Whereas a general Peace and amicable Correſpondence 
was eltabliſht between Heaven and Earth, whilſt all 
were united in ſubjection to the Creator : Sin that 
broke the firſ# Union between God and Man, hath 
ruin'd the ſecond, As in a State when one part of 
the Subjects fall from their Obedience, the reſt 
which are conſtant in their Duty, break with the 
Rebels and make war upon them till they return ta 
their Allegiance, So univerſal Nature was arm'd 
againſt rebellious Man, and had deſtroyed him with- 
out the merciful interpoſition of God, | 

The Angels with flaming Swords expell'd him 


whilſt Man remained innocent, they eſpouſe Gods 
intereſt, and are ready to revenge the quarrel of 
their Creator, The inſenſible Creation which at 
firſt was altogether beneficial ro Man, is become hurt- 


a long & obſtinate ſerenity : Sometimes are diſſolved 
ina Deluge of raiz : The earth is barren, and un- 
faithful to the Sower, it bmings forth Thorns and Gen. 3.17, 


my to Man, When there were but two Brothers to 

divide the World the oze ſtain'd bis hands in the 

Blood of the other. And fince the Progeny of 

Adam is increaſt into vaſt Societies, all the diſaſters Crag the 

of the world, as Famine, Peſtilence, Deluges, the niſi quod illz 
Þ 2 fury 
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iczer plat” airy of Beaſts have not been ſo deſtrutive of Man- 

ſaque Fnilium Kind, as the ſole malignity of Man againſt thoſe that 

abſtinent, ki partake of the humane Nature, 

neon” vrvig To conclude, Who can make a lift of the evils 

ur, Sexeca de tO which the Body is liable, by the diſagreeing Ele- 

wa ments that compoſe it © The fatal Seeds of Cor- 
ruption are bred in it ſelf, *Tis a prey to all 
Diſeaſes from the torturing Sroze to the dying Cor- 
ſumption, Tt feels the ſtrokes of Death a thouſand 
times before it can die once. At laſt, Lite is 
ſwallowed up of Death, And it Death were a de- 
liverance from miſeries it would leflen its terror, but 
tis the conſummation of all. The firſt Death tranſ- 
mits to the ſecoxd. As the Body dies by the Souls 
forſaking it, ſo the Soul by ſeparation from God its 
true Life, dies to its Well-being and Happineſs for 
CVEre | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. FL. 


All Mankind i involv'd in Adam's guilt, and; under 
the penal conſequences that follow upon it. Adam 
the natural ad moral Principle of Mankind. Ar 
hereditary Corruption is tranſmitted to all that are 
propagated from him, Th? account the Scripture 
gives of the Convetance of it. 'Tx an innate Habit, 
Tis untverſal. *' Corrupt Nature contains the ſeeds 
of all Sins, though they do not ſhoot forth together. 
'Tis voluntary and culpable. The permiſſion of the 
Fall zs ſuitable to the Wiſdom, Holineſs, and Good- 
neſs of God, The imputation of Adam s Sin to his 
Poſterity is conſiſtent with God's Fuſtice.. 


T He Rebellion of the Fir Man againſt the great 

Creator, was a Sin of unverſal efficacy, that 
derives a guilt and ſtain to Mankind in all Ages of 
the World. The account the Scripture gives of it, 
is grounded on the relation which all men have to 
Adam as their natural and moral Principle. 

I. Their Natura!, God created ove Man in the 
beginning,from whom all others derive their beings : 
And that the az:ty might be the more entire, he 
torm'd of him that aid which was neceſſary for the 


communicating his kind to the world. He made of AAS 17. 26: 


oe Blood all Nations of Men, to dw'll on the face of the 
earth, And as the whole race of Mankind was 
virtually in Adams Loins, ſo it was preſumed to 
vive vzrtual conſent to what he did, The Angels 
were created immediatly and diftin&ly, without de- 
pendance 
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pendance upon one another as to their Original ; 
therefore when a great number revolted from God, 


the reſt were not complicated in their Sin and Ruine. 
But when the firſt Man who was the Father of Man- 
kind ſinn'd,there was a Conſpiracy of all the Sons of 
fdam ww that Rebellion, and not one Subject left 
in his Obedience. 

2. He was the moral Principle of Mankind. In 
the firſt Treaty between God and Man, Adam was 
confiderd not as a {ingle perſon, but as caput gentis, 
and contracted for all his deſecudants by ordinary 
generation, His Perſon was the Fountain of theirs, 
and his Will the repreſentative of theirs. From 
hence his vaſt Progexy became a party in the Cove- 
nant, and hadatitle to the benefits centain'd in ir, 


| upon his Obedience, and was liable to the Curſe 


Rom. 5-19» 


2 Cor.5-15: 


upon his violation of it, Upon this ground the 
Apoſtle inſtitutes a paralle/ between /dam and Chriſt. 
That as by one Mans diſobedience many were made 
ſinners ; ſo by th? obedience of One, many were made 
righteers, As Chriſt in his Death on the Croſs 
did not ſuffer as a private perſon, but as aſurety 
and ſponſor repreſenting the whole Church, accor- 
ding to the teſtimony of Scripture, If oze died for all, 
then all were dead : fo the firſt Adam who was the 


Rom.5.14- figure of him that was to come, in his Diſobedience 


Ephe2+3 


was eſteem'd a publick Perſon, repreſenting the 
whole race of Mankind , and by a juſt Law it was 
not reſtraind to himſelf, but is the Sin of the com- 
mon nature. Adam broke the firſt link in the chain 
whereby Mankind was. united to God, and all the 
other parts which depended upon it, are neceſſarily 
ſeparated from him, From hence the Scripture 
ſaith, that by Nature we are Children of wrath, that 


is, 
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is; liable to puniſhment, and that hath relation to 
ouilt.. 


And 'of. this we- have -convincing Experience in 


the common -Evils which atflict Mankind, before 
the commiſſion of any as#4/ Sin, The Cries of 
Infants who are only e/oquezt to grief, but dumb to 
all things els, diſcover that Miſeries attend them. 
The Tears which are born with their Eyes, ſignifie 
they are come into a ſtate of Sorrow. How many 
Troops of Deaaly Diſcafes are ready to ſeize on 
them, immediatly after their Entrance into the 
World ? So that tis apparent God deals with Man 


39 


as an enemy, and therefore guilty of ſome preat,,, BER 


crime from his Birth. The Ignorance of this madezſtimac Pa- 


the Heathens accuſe Nature, and blaſpheme God !**,melior 


homini, an 


under that mask, as leſs kind and indulgent to Man triſtior nover- 


than to the Creatures below. him. They are: not *f<it- 


under ſo hard a Law of coming into the werld.:They: 
are preſently inſtructed to Swim, to Fly,to Run for 
their preſervation. They are cloathed by Nature, 
and their Habits grow in proportion.with their. Bo- 
dies, ſome with Feathers, ſome. with-Woal; others 
with Scales which are both Habit and Armour : - But 
Man who is alone. ſenſible of thame, is born naked, 
and though of a more delicate--tcmper, 1s:more ex- 
poſed to injuries by diſtemper'd&:Seafons, and utter- 


ly unable to repel, or avoid the evils that.encampaſs 
him. Nowthe- account the Scripture gives of Ori- 
ginal Sin filences-all theſe. complaints. . Man is a | 


Ttranſzrefſor fromthe. Womb, . and how can-he -ex- 


pet a favourable Reception-into the Empire of an - 


offended God * - Briefly, Sometimes Death enters 


into the recirements of Nature, and changes the - 
Womb - 
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Womb into a Grave, which proves that aſſoon as 


we partake ot the human Nature, we are guilty of 
the Sin that is common to it, For :he wages of' Sin is 
Death. Adam in his innocent ſtare had the Privi- 
ledges of Immortality, but by him Six catered into 
the world, and death by fin, and ſo azath paſſed upon all 


men, as a juſt Sentence upun tre gulity, tor that all 


men have ſinned, 
2. An Hereditary Corruption is tranſmitted to all 
that naturally deſcend tron him, If Adam had 
continued in his Obedience, the ſpiritual as well as 
the zatural Life had been conveighed to his Chil- 
dren, but for his Rebellion he loſt his primitive 
re&itude, and contracted an univerſal Corruption ; 
which he derives to all his Poſtcrity, And as in a 
Diſeaſe there is the defec# of Health, and a diſtem- 
per of the hamours that affefts the Body ; ſo in the 
depravation of Nature there is not the mecr want of 
holineſs, but a firong proclzvity to fin, . This pri- 
vation of original Righteouincls confider d as a Sin, 
is naturally from Adam, the principle of /apſed and 
corrupt Nature : But as a puniſhmnr, *tis wzerzro- 
riouſly from him, and falls under the ordination of 
Divine Juſtice, . Man calt itaway, and God rightc- 
ouily refuſes to reſtore 1t, *Tis a'follicitous imper- 
tinency £o enquire #'ce/y about the manner of con- 
veyiag this aniverſal Corruption, For ihe bare 
knowledg oi it is ineffs&tual to the cure, And 
what greater folly than to make our cwn evils the 
object of {imple Sp-culation, Thall conlider only 
that general account of it, which is ſer down in the 
Scripture. 


"Tis the univerſal and unchangable Law of Na-- 


ture, that evcry tuing produce irs ike, not only in 
regard 
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in the Cintrivance off Man's Redemptiog, 4t 

regard of the ſame nature that is propagated from 

one /naividual to another, without a change of the 
ſpecies, but in reſpe& of the qualities with which 

that rature is eminently affected. This is viſible in 
the ſeveral kinds of Creatures in the world, they all 
preſerve .the nature of the principle from whence 

they are derived, and retain the vez of their orginal, 

the quality ot their extracFioy, Thus our Saviour 

tells us that the fruit partakes of the rottenneſs of the Mat.7.18. 
tree : and whatever ts born of the fleſh, # fleſh, The John 3. 6. 
title of . Fleſh doth not fignifie the material part of 

our humanity, but the Corruption of Sin with which 
: the whole nature is infected, This 1s evident by 
bh the deſcription the Apoſtle gives of it ; That the fl:ſh Rom. 8.7. 
Z zs not ſubject to the Law of God, and that which ag- 
gravates the evil is, that it can't be. Sinful Corrup- 
tion is expreſt by this title, parily inregard it 1s 
tranſmitted by the way of carnal propagation : Be- 
hold I was ſhapen in iniquity, and in Sin did my mo-Pſal. 51.5. 
ther conceive me; And partly in regard 'tis exerciſed 
4 by the carnal members. This Corruption is a 

x poiſon ſo ſubtile, that it pierces into all the 
powers of the Soul ; fo contagious, that it infects 
all the Actions ; ſo obſtinate, that only O-nipotent 
Grace can heal ir, More particularly ; 


1. 'Tis an innate Habit, not meerly acquird 
by Imitation, The root cf bitterneſs is plan.ed in 
the Human? Nature, and produces its fruits in 
the various ſeaſons of Life. No age is free 
from its working ; Every imagination of the PEPIS 
$ thoughts of Mans heart arc only evil, aud continually 3 On ). 
'u evil, We ſce this verified in Children, when the + 
5 moſt early acts cf their Reaſcn, and the firſt in- 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
ſtances of their apprehenſion are in Sin. If we aſcend 
higher, and conſider Man in his Infanc- ſtate, the vi- 
cious inclinations which appear in the Cradle, the 
violent motions of anger which diſturbs Szck/izgs,. 
their endeavour to exerciſe a weak revenge on 


thoſe that diſpleaſe them, conyince us that the. 


Corruption is zatural, and proceeds from an in- 
feed Original, 


2. As 'tis Natural, ſo Univerſal. JFho can bring 


a.clean thing out of an unclean! That is, How can 
a Righteous perſon be born of a Sinner 2 The An- 
ſwer is peremptory, Mot oze. 
was poiſon'd in Adam, and all the Streams partake 

of. the ivfetion. All that.are derived from him in 
a zataral way, and have a relation to him as their- 
common father, are ſharers in this depravaticn. What 
difference ſoever there is in their C/imaates, Colours 

and external conditions of life, yet the blood from 
whence they ſpring taints them all, 


The Fountain: 


3. Corrupt Nature is pregzazt with the ſceds of. 
all Sin, although they do not ſhoot forth together : 
And for this ſeveral accounts may be given, 1, Al- 
though all Sins agree in their cauſe and end, yet 
ſome are contrary in ther exerciſe, 2. The hu- 
mane ſpirit is not capable ot many Paſhons in their. 
height at the ſame time; and tis the art of our. 
ſpiritual Enemies to ſuit their Temptations to the ca- 
pacity of Man, 3. As the ſame. Poiſon produces. 
different efec#s in different Bodies, according to 
thoſe various Humorrs which are predominant in 
them; ſo the ſame Corruption of Nature works va- 
rioufly according to the different tempers of Men. 
For although the coxception.of Sin depends imme- 
diatly upon the Soul, yet to the. bringing of it 
forth, 


in the Contrrvance of May's Redemptiojs, 


forth, the concurrence of the exterzal Faculties is 
requilite, Thus a Foluptaary who is reſtrain'd from 
the groſs a&ts of Sexſuality by a Diſeaſe, or Age, 
may be as vicious in his Deltres, as another who 
follows the pernicious ſwing of his Appetite, ha- 
ving a vigorous Complexion, Briefly, The variety 
of circumſtances, by which the inward corruption 
is excited and drawn forth, makes a great difference 
as to the open and viſible as of it, Thus an ambitions 
perſon wko uſes Clemercy to accompliſh his deſign, 
would cxerciſe Cruelty it *twere neceſſary to his end. 
Tis rrue, ſome are really more temperate, 
and exempted from the 7yranzy of the fleſh than 
others ; (zcero was more vertaous than Catrline, and 
Socrates than Ariſtophanes : But theſe are priviledged 
perſons, in whom the efficacy of Divine Providence 
cither by forming them in the Womb, or in their 
Education, or by conducting them in their maturer 
Age, hath corrceted che maligaity of Nature, All 
men have finn'd and come ſvort of the glory of God's 
image. And that Sin breaks not forth fo outragi- 
ouſly in ſoine as in others, the refrarnt is from 
an higher Principle, than common and corrupt Na- 
ture. 

4. This Corruption' although zatwral, yet *tis 
Voluntary and Culpable. 

i. Voluntary: All Habits receive their charaiter 
from thoſe acts by which they are produced, and as 
the Diſobedience of Adam was voluntary, ſo is the 
Depravation that ſprung from it. 2, *Tis inherent 
in the Will. If Adam had derived a Leprofie to all 
Men, it were an involuntary evil : Becauſe the Diſ- 
eaſes of the Body are forreign-to the Soul ; Bur 
when the Corruption invades the 7zternal Faculties, 
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'tis denominated from the ſubject wherein 'tis ſeated, 


3. 'Tis the voluntary cauſe of 4a:7ual Sins , and if 
the acts proceeding from this corruption are volun- 
tary the principle muſt be of the ſame nature, 

'2. *Tis Culpable, The formality of Sin conſiſts 
in its or poſition to the Law, according to the defin:- 
tion of the Apoſtle, Sin 7s a tranſereſſion of the Law. 
Now the Law requires an entire rect/#nude in all the 
Faculties, It condemns corrupt inclinations, the 
originals as well as the ads of Sin, Belides, Cor- 
cupiſcen:e was not inherent in the humane Naturein 
its Creation, but was contracted by the Fall. The 
Soul is ftript of its zative Righteouſneſs and Holi- 
neſs, and is inveſted with contrary qualities. There 
is as great a difference between the corruption of the 
Soul in its degenerate ſtate, and its primitive puri- 
ty, as between the loathſomnelſs of a Carcaſs, and 
the beauty of a /iving Body. Sad change ! and to be 
lamented with tears, of confuſion, 

That the Sin of Adam ſhould be fo fatal to all his 
Poſterity, is the moſt difhcult part in the whole or- 
der of Dzvine Providence. Nothing more offends 
caraal Reaſon, which forms many /ecicus ObjeRi- 
ons againſt it. I will briefly conſider them, 

Since God ſaw that Adam would not reſiſt the 
Tempration, and that upon his Fall, the whole race 
of Mankind, which he ſupported as the foundation, 
would {ink into ruine, Why did he not confirm him 
againſt it, was it not within his ?ower, and more 
ſuitable to his Wiſdome, Holineſs, and Goodneſs * 

To this I anſyer. 

1. The Divine Power could have preſerved Man 
in his Integrity, either by laying a reſtraint on the 
apoſtate Angels, that they ſho.iid never have made 

an 
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in th: Contrivance of Man's Red:mption. 45 
an attempt upon him , or by keeping the Under- 
ſtanding waking and vigilant, to diſcover the danger 
of the Temptation, and by fortifying the Will, and 
rendring it imp enetrable to the fizry darts of Satan, 
without any prejudice to its freedem. For that 
doth not conſiſt in an abſolute Indifference, but in 
a judicious and deliberate choice; ſo that when the 
Soul is not led by a blind inſtinQ, nor forc'd by a 
forreign power, but embraces what it knows and Quando Aui- 
approves, it then enjoyes the moſt rrue Liberty, macanta 
Thus in the glorified Spirits above, by theFull and + mag 
conſtant Light of the Mind, the Will is indeclina- tanta inJam- 
bly fixt upon its ſupreme Good, and this is its xn-nog-earg 
Crown and Perfection. ris boni, ut ad 
2. It was moſt ſuitable to the Divine Wiſdom, An oo 
to leave Man to ſtand or fall by his own choice: ficcreab illius 
1, To diſcover the neceſſary dependance of all >" >a 
Second Cauſes upon the firf, No Creature is ab- £.4. cor. 
ſolutely i»p:ccable, but the moſt perfect is liable to i” 
imperfeition, He thatis eſſentially, is cnly unchange- 
ably Good, Infinite Goodneſs alone excludes all 
poſſibility of receiving Corruption, The Fall of 
Angels and Man convince us, that there is one ſo/e 
Beeing, immutably Pure and Holy, on whom all de- 
pend, and without whoſe Inflzz2:e they cannot be, 
or muſt be eternally miſerable. 
2, *Twas very fit that Azz thould be firft in a 
ſtate of trizl, before he was confirm'd in his Happi- 
neſs. The reaſon of itis clear, he was left to his 
own judement and cl:ition, that Obearence might be 
his choice, and in the performance of ir, he might 
acquire a z/tle to the reward. A determinating ver- 
tne over him had croſt the exd of his Creation, 
which was to glorifie God ina free manner. TREE 
tore 


46 


The Harmony 'of the Divine Attributes 
fore in Paradiſe there were amiable objects to allure 
the lower Faculties, betore they were diſordered by 
Sin. The forbidden Fruit had beauty to invite the 
E je, and ſweetneſs to delight the Palate, And it 
upon the competirion of the Sexſual with the Intet- 
leftual Good he had re'ected the one and choſe the 
other, he had been rais'd to an unchangeable ſtate ; 
his Innocence had been cro:wn'd with Perſeverance. 
As the Angels who continued in their Duty, waen 
the reſt revolted, are finally eſtabliſht in their In- 
tegrity and Felicity, And the Apoſtle gives us an 
account of this order, when he tells us, That w.zs 


i Cor.15-46 firſt which was natural, then that which is ſpiritual and 


ſupirnatural, Man was created in a ltate of per- 
fetion, but *'twas natural, therefore mutable, the 
confirming of him immediatly had been Grace, which 
belongs to a more excellent Diſpenſation. Now to 
bring Man from not beizz to a ſup-raatural ſtate, 
without trial of the middle: ftate of Nature, was not 
ſo congruous to the Divine Wildome, . 

3- The permiſſion of the Fall doth not reflet on 
the Divine Purity ; For | 

1. Man was made Upright; He had no inward 
Corruption to betray him; There was Antidote 
enough in his Nature to expel the ſtrongeſt Tempta- 
tl10n, | 


2, God was not bound to hinder the cc-mif/on of 


Sin: *Tis a true, Maxime, that iz debitis cauſa defici- 
ens efficit moraliter : But God is not only tree from 
ſubjeftion to a Law, as having no Superiour, but 
was under no voluntary Obligation by Promiſe to 
prevent the Fall, 

3. Neither doth that firſf A& of Sin refle&t on 


Gods unſpotted Providence which ſufferd it, as if 


Sin 
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he is ſilent for a time and ſuffers the commiſſion of it. 


and a happineſs that might ſatisfie his nature, con- 
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Sin were in any degree allowed by Him, The Holy: 
Law which God gave to dire&t Man, the terrible 
Threatning annext to warn him, declare his irre- 
concileable Hatred againſt Sin, He permits innu- 
merable Sins every day, .ye: He is as jealous of the 
Honour of his Holineſs now, as in the beginning. 
'Tis the worſt impicty for the Sinner to think God 
like himſelf,as if he took complacency in ſin, becauſe Plal 50-21+ 


In the next {tate he will fully vindicate his Glory,and 
convince the whole World of his eternal averſation 
from fin, by infliting on ſinners the moſt dreadful 
and duravle torments. 

4. The goodneſs of God is not diſparag'd by pex- 
mutting the fall : This appears by conſidering, 

1. That God beſtowed on Man an cxcellent being, 


fiderd as humane, or holy. But he perverted the 
favours of God, to his diſhonour. and this doth not 
leſſen the goodneſs that gave them. *Tis unreaſo- 
nable to judg of the value of a Benefic, by the in- 
oritetal abuſe of the receiver, and not from its own 
nature, *Tis a choſen M:ſcry that is come upon 
Man, and not tobe imputed. to any defect of the 
Divine Goodneſs. 

2. God is infinitely Good notwithſtanding the 
entrance of Sin ani Miſery into the World, We 
muſt diſtinguith between zateral and voluntary agents. 
Natural agents hiveno power tg, ſuſpend their acts, 
bat are eatirely detecmin'd, and their Operations 
are ad extremm - Virinm, to the utmoſt of their 
efticacy, If there were infinite degrees of Heat, 
there would be no Cold, it being overcome by the 
force of its. contrary, But God is a wiſe and free 
Agent, 
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Agent, and as he is Infinite in Goodneſs ; fo the 
exerciſe of it is voluntary, and only ſo far as he 
pleaſes. | 
3. Godis an omrrpotent Good, and 'tis his pecu- 
liar glory to bring Good out of Evil, that by the 
oppoſition and luſtre of Coptraries, his Goodneſs 
might be the more conſpicuous. To ſpeak ſtrictly, 
Sin is the only evil in the world : for all the reſt 
which appear ſo to our fancies and appetites, are 
cither abſolutely good, or upon the ſuppoſal of Sin: 
viz. cither for the reformaticn of Sinners, or for the 
ruine of the Obſtinate. - Now the Ew of Sin God 
permitted as a fit occaſion for the more glorious 
diſcovery of his Aztribztes, in ſending his Son into 
the world to repair his Image which was defac'd,and 
to raiſe Man from an Earthly to Celrftial Happineſs. 
1 ſhall conclude with the excelicnt Anſwer of 
St. Auſtin to the adveriary of the Law and the Pro- 
phets : © ibn autem videter fic homin»m fiert debuiſſe, 
- ut peccare nollet, non ets diſpliceat fic efſe fackum, ut now 
peccaze poſſet, fi nollztt, Nun; uid enim ft melior efiet qui 
nou poſizt peccare, ideo non ben-fatius est qui poſit & pon 
eccare * An vero usjue adeo diſcipiendum est, ut homo 
videat melins aliquid fieri debuiſſe, c> hos Deum vidiſſe 
non puter ? Aut putet vidiſie, & creat facere noluiſſe * 
Aut voluifie quidem © minime potuiſie * Avertat hoc 
Dems a Cordibus piorum, The ſubſtance of which is ; 
that *tis an impious folly to imagine that God was 
either cetective in wiſdom, not to krow what was the 
beſt ſtate for man in his Creation ; or defe&ive in 
goodneſs, that knowing it, he would not confer it up- 
on him ; or ce'e tive in power, that willing, he was 
unable to make him beter. 
There is ar ot er Objection vehemently ure'd, that 


the 


in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption, 


the imputation of Adam's (in to all his poſterity who 
were not exiſtent at that time, and did not give their 
perſonal conſent to the treaty between God and 
him, is inconſiſtent with Tuſticez To this 1 
anſwer. | | 

1. The terms of the firſt Covenant are ſuch, that 
the common Reaſon of Mankind cannot juſtly retuſe, 
For ſuppoſe all the Progeny of Adam had appear'd 
with him before their Creator, and this had been 
propounded, that God would make an agreement 
with their common father on their behalf, That if 
he continued in his Obedience, they ſhould enjoy a 
happy Immortality , if he declind from it, they 
ſhould be depriv'd of Bleſſedneſs, What ſhadow of 
exception can be form againſt this propoſal ? For 
God who is the Maſter of his own favours, and gives 
them upon what terms he pleaſes, might upon their 
refuſal have juſtly azih:lated them. The Command 
was equal, and his Obedience for all was as eaſie, as 
that of every particular perſon for himſelf. 

Beſtdes, Adam was as much concern'd to obſerve 
the Conditions of the Covenant, for ſecuring his 
own intereſt, as theirs, and after a fhort time of 
trial they ſhould be confirm'd in their Bleſſedneſs, 
By all which 'tis apparent how reaſonable the con- 
ditions of the orig:za! Agreement between God and 
Man are, 

2, God hath a power over our Wills ſuperiour to 
that we our ſelves have, If God offers a Covenant 
to the Creature, the terms being equal, it becomes 
a Law, and conſent is due as an ai of Obedience. 
And it a Community way appoint one of their num- 
ber to be their Repy. ſextative, to tranſact affairs of 
the greateſt moment, and according to his manage- 
IH ment 
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30 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 
ment, the benefit, or damage, ſhall accrue to them ; 
may not God who hath a ſupreme dominion over us, 

vid. wardde conſtitute Adam the Repreſentative of Mankind,and 

Peccat, origin, unite the conſent of all in hisgeneral Wil), fo that 

as he fulfilled or neglected his Duty, they ſhould be 

happy or miſerable © This Conſideration alone, that 

the Fir/# Covenant was order'd by God, may per- 

fealy fatisfie all enquiries, As Salvian having 

confeſt his Ignorance of the reaſons of ſome diſpoli- 

tions of Providence, filences all Objections with this: 

$:1v, th.3.D* Aihil in hac re opus eff aliqind audire, ſatis fit pro unt- 

: verfis rationibus Author Deas, Neither is this a meer 

extrinſick Argument, as Authority uſually is, be- 

cauſe there is an /72»ſick reaſon of this Authority, 

the abſolute ReQirude and Juſtice of Gods nature, 

Pſal.145-17s ar is righteous in all his wates, and holy in all his 
works, 
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Z CHAP 1-5: . 
The impoſſibility of Mans Recovery, by his Natural 
= Power. He cannot regain his Primitive Holineſs. 
4 The Underſtanding avd Will, the ſuperiour Facul- 


ties are depravd, The Mind ts ignorant and in- 
ſenfibl? of our Corraption. The Will is more de- 

rav'd than the Mind, It embracesonly Senſual 
Good, Carnal Objedts are wounding to the Conſci- 
ence, and anſatisfying to the Aﬀe&tions, yet the 
Will eagerly purſues them. The moral Impotence, 
yg that ariſeth from a perverſe Niſpolition of the Will, 
is culpable. Neither the Beauty, wor the Reward 
of Holineſs can prevail upen the unrenewed Will, 
Guilty Man cannot recover the Favour of God, 
He is unable to make SatisfaQtion to Juſtice. He 7s 
incapable of real Repentance, which might qualifie 
him for Pardon, 


* Hen Adam was expell'd from Paradiſe, the 

| | entrance was guarded by a flaming Sword, 
Þ to fignifie, That all hopes of Return by 
$ _ the way of Nature are cut off for ever. He loſt his 
Right, and could not recover it by Power. The 

'} chiefeſt ornaments of Paradiſe are the Image and 
Y Favour of God, of which he is juſtly depriv'd: ang 
2 there is no poſſibility for him to regain them, 
$ What can he expe from his own Reaſon that be- 
© trayed him to ruin * It it did not ſupport him when 
he !tyvod, how can it raiſe him when he is fallen 2 If 
there were a power in /apſ-d Man to reſtore hunfelt, 
| 1-2 It 
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it would exceed the origizal Power he had to will and 
obey : It being i»finitely more difficult for a dead man 
to riſe, than for a /;ivizg man to put forth vital 
Actions. Wt ES. 

For the clearcr opening of this Poins, concerning 
Mans abſolute Diſability to recover his Primitive 
State, I will d/#:»1y conſider it, with reſpect to the 
Image and Favour of God, upon which his Blefſed- 
neſs depends. Ps 

1. He cannot recover his Primitv2 Holineſs. 
This will appear by conſidering, that whatſoever is 
corrupted in its noble parts, can never reſtore it 
ſelf; the power of an external agent is requiſite for 
the recovering of its Integrity. This is verified by 
innumerable inſtances, in things artificial and natu- 
ral, If aClck bediforderd by a fall, the Workmaz 
muſt mend it, before it-can be uſeful. Tf Wize that 
is rich and genepous declines by the: loſs of ſpirits, it 
can never be revived without a new ſupply. In the 
humane Body, where there is a more xoþ/c form, and 
more powertul to redreſs any evil. that may happen 
to the parts, if a Gazgreze ſeize on any Member, 
nothing can refiſt its courſe, but the application. of 
outward means ; it cannot be cured by the 7zternal 
principles of its conſtitution. And proportiona- 
bly in moral Agents, when the Faculties which are 
the principles of #02 are corrupted, it is impofli- 
ble, without the virtue of a Divine cauſe, they. thould 
ever be reſtor'd to their 07/2/24] Reitude.. As the 
Image of God was at firſt imprinted on the Humane 
Nature by Creation,. ſo the renewed Image is 
wrought in him by the ſame creating Power, This 
will be more evident by conſidering that inward and 
'deep depravation of the Underſtanding and Will, the 
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e&wo Superiour Faculties | which command the 
reſt. ET | | 

1. The Und:r/tanding hath loſt the rizht appre- 
henſion of things, As 9/z beganin the darkneſs of 
the MinJ, ſo one of i:s worlt effects is, the encrea- 
ſing that Darkneſs, which can only be diſpelld by 
a ſupernatural Light, Now what the Eye is to the 
Body, that is the Mind for the directing the Will 
and conJucting the Lite. And if the light that is in 
ws be darkn2ſs, how great is that darkneſs * How irre- 
gular and dangerous mult our motions be £ Not 
only the lower part of the Soul, is unſer a dreaJful 
ditorder ; but the Spirit of the mind,the divinz/t part 
is depraved with IZznorance and Error. The Light 
of Reaſon 15 not pure; But as the Syz when with 
its b-ams it {:nds down peſtilential Influences, and 
corrup:s the Ar in the enlightning it, ſo the carnal 
Mind corrupts the whole Man, by repreſenting good 
a3 evil, and evil as good, The Wiſdome of the fleſh 
is enmity againſt God, And the Apoſtle deſcribe 
the ſtate of the Gemtile World, That thiir under- 
ſtandings were darkened, b:1ug alienated from the life 
of” God, through the ignorance that is in them, becauſe 
of the blindneſs of th:ir hearts. The corruption of 
their Manners proceeded from their Minds. For all 
Vertuez are directed by Reaſon in their Exerciſe, ſo 
that if tne Underitanding be darken'd, all vertuous 
Operations ceale, 

Beſides,corrupt Man bein 


Mait.6.23» 


Epnel. 4.23» 


Rom.11 7. 


Epheſ.4- I Is 


os without Light and Life 


can neither diſcern, nor ſee] his Miſery; The carmal Eph-4-19. 
Mind is inſeaſt5le of its Inficmity, ignorant of its 
I2noranze, and ſuffers under the incurable extrem?s 
of beinz blind, and imagining that *tiz very clear- 
fizhted, More particulariy tne Reaſons why the 

| carnal 
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Th: Harmony of th: Divins Attributes 
earnal Mind hath not a due ſenſe of ſinful Corrupri- 
on are, 

I. Becauſe 'tis natural,and cleaves to the principles 
of our being, from the Birth and Conception, and 
»atural things do not affect us. _ 

2. Tis confirmd by Cuſtome, which is a ſecond 
Nature, and hath a ſtrange power to ſtupifie Coy- 
ſcience and render it infenfible, As the Fiftorian ob- 
ſerved concerning the Reman Soldiers, that by con- 
ſtant uſe, their Arms were no more a burthen to 
them than their zatara/ Members, 

3. In the zrafition fron the Infant-ſtate, to the 
age of diſcerning, Man is incapable of obſerving his 
native Corruption : ſince at firſt he acts evilly, and 
is in conſtant converſation with Sinners, who bring 
Vice into his acquaintance; and by making it fa- 
miliar,leflen the horrour and averſation from it, Be- 
ſides, thoſe corrupt and numcrous examples where- 
with he is encompaſt, call forth his ſinful inclina- 
tions, which as they are heightened by repeated acs, 
and become more ſtrong and obſtinate, ſo leſs ſen- 
ſible. to him. And by. this we may underſtand 
how irrecoverable Man 1s by his own Reaſon. The 
firſt ſtep to our Cure is begun in the knowledge of 
our Diſeaſe, and this diſcovery is made by the 
Underſtanding, when *tis ſeeing and vigilant, not 
when 'tis blind, A Diſeaſe in the Body is per- 
ccived by the Mind, but when the Soul is the af- 
fected part, and the reitizude of Reaſon is loſt, 
there is no remaining prezciple to give notice of it, 

And as that Diſeaſe is moſt dangerous which ſtrikes 
at the Life, and is without Pain: for Pain 1s not 
the chict evil but ſuppoſes it, *tts the ſpur of Nature 
urging us to. ſ:ck tor Cure : 50 the corrupticn of the 
Under- 
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in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption, 


Underſtanding is very fatal to Man ; for although he: 


labours under many pernicious Luſts which. in the 
iſſue will prove deadly, yet heis inſenſible of them, 
and from thence follows a Careleſneſs and Con:empe 
of the means for his Recovery, 

2, The Corruption of the Will is more incurable 
than that of the Mind.For 'tis full not only of Im- 
potence, but contrariety to what is ſpiritually good. 
There are ſome weak fridres of Truth in lapſed 
Man, but they dye in the Brain, and are powerleſs 
and ineffectual as to the Will, whizh ruſhes into the 
embraces of worldly ObjeFs. This the univerſal 
Experience of Mankind ſince the Fall, doth evi- 
dently prove, and the account of it is in the fol- 
lowing Conſiderations. 

1, There is a ſtrong inclination in Man to Hap- 
pineſs, This deſire is born and brought up with 
him, and is common to all that partake of the rea- 
ſonable Natuce, From the Prince to the pooreſt 
wretch ; from the moſt knowing, to the meaneſt in 
underſtanding, every one delwes to be happy : As 
the great flames and the little ſparks of fire all na- 

turally aſcend co their ſphere. 

2, The conſtituting of any thing to be our Hap- 
pineſs, is the firff and univerſal Maxime, from 
whence all mora/conſequences axe deriv'd. *Tis the 
rule of our Defires, and the end of our a:tions. Ag 
in tural things, the principles of their production 
operate according to their quality, ſo in moral things 
the end is as powerful to form the Soul for its Ope- 
rations in order tOit. Therefore as all deltre to be 
happy, ſo they apply themſeives to thoſe means, 
which appear to be convenient for the obtaining of 
ir, 

3o Every 
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ond1G- Tod 5, Every one frames a Happineſs according to | 
 bxaS ta his temper, The apprehenſions of it are anſwer- 
kent Apes able to the diſpoſitions of the perſon, For Felicity 
Plies. of is the pleaſure which ariſes from the harmonicas 
ov72- Arif. agreement between tne Object and the Appetite, 
Lib.3-Ethic. Now Man by his origizal and contraQeed corruption, 
is altogether carnal, he inherits the Serp:xts curſe to 
creep on the earth, he cleaves to defiling and de- 
baſing objects, and is only qualified for ſexſual ſatiſ- 
faftions, The Soul is incarnated, and it ſhapes a 
Happineſs to it ſelf, in tne enjoyment of thoſe 
things which are delicious to the Senſes. The ſha- 
dow of felicity is purſued with equal ardour, as 
that which is real and ſubſtantial, The ſupreme part 
of Man,the Underſtanding, is employ'd to ſerve the 
lower Faculties, Reaſon is uſed to make him more 
ingenious and luxurious in Sexfuality : So much 
more brutiſh than the Brutzs is he become, when be- 
ſ14es that part which is ſo by its natural condi- 
tions, the moſt noble part is made ſo by unnatural 
choice and corruption. From hence the Apoſtle gives 
an univerſal Charaer ot Men in their corrupt ſtate, 
That they are fooliſh and diſobedient, deceived, ſerving 
divers luſts and pleaſures. This purſuit of Senſual 
pleaſure, is the ſervice of a S/ave, which hath no 
other Law of his Life but the Will of his Maſter. 
The Servitude is divers, but all are Slaves, . the 
chains are not the ſame, ſome are more glittering 
bur not leſs weighty, and every one 1s deprived of 
true Liberty. 


But the Bondage is ſo pleaſing, that corrupted Man 
prefers it before ſp7r:tual and real Freedom. Senſual 
Luſts blind the Underſtarding, and bind the Will ſo 
that he is unable becauſc unwilling to reſcue himſelf, 


He 


coils upon the Sinner by t 
and its teſtimony brings ſuch terrour, as makes Sin 
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He is deluded with the falſe appearance of Liberty, 
and imagines that to, live according to Rule, is a 
{laviſh Confinement. As if the Horſe were free, be- 
cauſe his Rider allowes him a full careerin a pleaſant 
Road, when the bridle is in his outh, and he is under 
its imperious check at pleaſure, Or aGalley-ſlave 
were free, becauſe the Veſſel wherein he rows with 
ſo much toil, roams over the vaſt Oceav. And 
whereas there are two Conſiderations which are 


proper to convince Man that the full and unconfin'd 


enjoyment of Worldly things, cannot make him 
happy, becauſe they are wounding to the Conſci- 


ence,. and wor pref, to the Aﬀections , yet theſe 
., are ineffectual to take 
/ Softhem. Twill particularly conſider this, to ſhew 


im off from an eager purſuir 


how unable Man 1n his /apſed condition is to difin- 
tangle himſelf from miſerable vanities, and con- 

ſequently to recover his loſt Holineſs, | 
1. Senſual Pleaſures are wounding to the Con- 
ſcience. There is a ſecret acknowledgment in 
every Mans breaſt of a Superiour Power to whom he 
muſt give an account, and though Gonſcience is 
much impair'd in its Ioaprity: yet ſomtimes it re- 
e foulneſs of his actions, 


very unpleaſant. The Poet tells us, that of all the 
Torments of Hell, the moſt cruel and that which ex- 
cceds the reſt is, 


Note dieque ſuum geſtare in pedtore teſtem. 


And how can the Sinner delight freely in that 
which vexes and frets the moſt vi/a/ and tender part. 
He cannot enjoy his $erm'ns Luſts without guilt,nor 


embrace them withoht the re/uZazcy of a contra- 


I dicting 
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dicting Principle within him. As the fear of Poi- 
ſon will imbitter the ſweetc{t Cup, ſo the pureſt Plea- 
ſures are allayed with affiiccing apprehenſions of the 
future, and the preſage of Judgment to come, Now 
Man in his Sezſual ſtate tries all waies to diſarm. 
Conſcience, that he may pleaſe the lower appetites 
without regret, Iwill inſtance in the principal, 

1, He uſes many pleas and pretexts to juſtifie, 
or extenuate the evil, and if poſſible to ſatisfie car- 
zality, and Conſcience too, Self-love, which is the 
eloquent advocate of Sence, putsa varnyh upon Sin, 
to take off from its horrid appearance ; and endea- 
vors not only to colour the obje&, but to corrupt 

, the Eye by a diſguiling #iz7ure, that the ſight of 
things may not be according to truth, but the de- 
fire. Thus the Heathens allowed Intemperance, 
Ulncleanneſs, and other infarnous Vices as innocent 
eratifications of Nature, Now if the Principles 
in Man are poiſoned, ſo that evil is eſteemed good, 
he then lives in the quiet practice of Sin without 
reflection or remorſe. There is no ſting remains 
to awaken him out of Security, But if he cannot 
ſo far bribe Conſcience as to make it filent, or fa- 
vourable to that which delights the Sence, if he 
cannot eſcape its 7-terzal condemnation, the next 
method is by a ſtrong diverſion to leflen the trouble. 

2. When the carmal Mind fees nothing within 
but what torments, and finds an intollerable pain 
in converſing with it ſelf, it runs abroad, and 
uſes all the arts of 04/:v70p to loſe the remembrance 
of its true ſtate, As Catz, to drown the voice of 
Conſcience, fell a building Cities ; and Saul, to 
diſpel his Melazchely, call'd for Muſick: The buſt 
neſs and pleaſures of this lifPare dangerous amuſe- | 


ments 


as KF: 


. oral qualities.of good and evil. Thus Conſcience, 


conceal the evi/till it be paſt remedy, But if Con- 


- wherein there is a mixture of delight and torment, 


of all Temporal enjoyments is but. a Span : The Die. 
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ments to divert the Soul, by the repreſentation of 
what 1s profitable or pleaſant, from confidering the 


like an intermitting Pulſe, ceaſes for a.while. Miſe- 
rable conſolation ! which doth not remoye, but 


ſcience, notwithſtanding all theſe evaſions, ill 
purſues a Sinnef, and at times ſomething diſturbs | 
his reaſon, and his reſt, yet he will not part with 
carnal Pleaſures. For being only acquainted with 
thoſe things that affe* the Senſes, & having noreliſh 
of that Happineſs which is ſublime and ſupernatural, 
if heparts with them he is deprived of. all delight, 
which is to him -a ſtate more intollerable' than that 


From hence it appears that the interpoſition of 
Conſciefe, though with a flaming ſword between 
Man carzal, and his beloved objects, is not effecual 
to reſtrain him. —_ | 

2. All worldly things are unſatisfying to the 
Aﬀections, - There are three Conſiderations which 
depreciate and eſſen the value of any good, | 

1. The ſhortneſs of 1ts duration. 

2, If itbrings only a ſlight pleaſure, 

3. If thatpleaſure be attended with 7orments. 

All which are contrary to the efextial properties 
of the ſuprem? Good, which is perpetual, and fincere 
without the leaſt mixture of ev//, and produces the 
higheſt delight to the Soul, Now all theſe concur 
to vilifie worldly things: 1, They are ſhort in their 7@.40.5.7. 
duration : Not only the voice of Heaven but of the 1 Pet. 1.24, 
Earth declares this, That all fleſh is graſs, and the glory 255 
of it as the flower of the graſs, Lite the foundation \,*1*5 ©&e 

. EvOcwn O-* 


I 2 | longeſt 


Heb. 11+-25+ 


- ſhort liv'd, that they expire in the birth, and die 


Eccle(: Is 
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longeſt Liver can meaſure in a thought the ſpace of . 
time between his Infant-ſtate and the preſent hour: 
how long ſoever, it ſeems as ſhort to him as the | 
twinkling*of an eye. And all the glory of the 
fleſh, as Titles, Treaſures, Delights, are as the 
flower of the graſs, whichis the moſt tender amongſt 
Vegetables, and of ſo weak a ſubliſtance, that a lit- 
tle breath of Wind, - the hand of 'an Infant, the F 
teech of a Worm car deſtroy it. The pleaſures of > 
Siz (under which Secular Greatneſs and Wealth are 
comprehended) are but for 4 ſeaſon. They are ſo 


>. 


whilſt they are taſted, Again; they bring only a 
flight pleaſure, being diſproportionable to the de- 
fixes of the Soul. They are confin'd to the Sexſes, 
wherein the Beaſts are more accurate than May, 
but can't reach to the-upper and hore comwehenſive 
Faculties. Nay they cannot fatisfie the greedy 
Senſes, much leſs quiet the ſpiritual and immortal 
Appetite. What the Poer ſpeaks with aſtoniſh- 
ment of Alexazder's inſatiable Ambition, 


Aſtuat infelix auguſto limite munat, 


That the whole World ſeem'd to him as a narrow 
Prifon, wherein he was miſerable, and as it were 
ſuffocated, is true of every one, If the World was 
ſeated in the Heart of Man, it can no more ſatisfie 
it, than the Picture of a Feaſt can fill the Stomach. 
Beſides, vexation is added to the vanity of worldly 
things, And that cither becauſe the vehement de- . 
lights of Sexfe corrupt the temperament of the Body | 
in which the vita/ complexion conſiſts, and expoſe 
it to thoſe ſharp Diſeaſes, that it may be ſaid 


without 
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without an Hyperbole, That a thouſand Pleaſures are 
not equal to ee Hours pain that attends them : or, 
becauſe of the inward torture-of the Mind, arifing 
from the ſence of Guilt and Folly, which is the 
anticipation of Hell it ſelf, the beginning of eternal 
SOITOWS, 

Now theſe things are not obſcure Articles of 
Faith, nor abſtracted Doitrines, to be confider'd only 
by refined Reaſon, but are manifeſt and clear as 
the Light, and verified by continual Experience: 
'Tis therefare ſtrange to amazement, that Man 
ſhould ſearch afrer Happineſs in theſe things where 
he knows tis not. to be found, and court real I»fe- 
licity under a deceitful appearance, when the Falla- 
cy is tranſparent. Who froma prizciple of Reafon 
would chooſe for his Happineſs a real Good, which 
after a little time he ſhould be depriy'd of for ever: 
or a {light good for ever ; as the ſight of a Picture, 


'or the hearing of Myfick. Yet thus unreaſonable 


is Man in his J/apſed ſtate, whoſe Sout is truely im:- 
ortal, and capable of infinite Bleſſedneſs, yet he 
chooſes thoſe delights which are neither ſatisfying, 
nor laſting. And becauſe the Humane Under- 
ſtanding ftom time to time is convinc'd of the vani- 
ty of all ſub/unary things, therefore to leſſen the 
vexation whic? ariſes trom Diſappointment, and 
that the Apperize may not be taken off from them, 
corrupted Maz tries ; 

I. By varicty of objecFs to preſerve uniformity in 
Delight, The moſt pleaſing if confind to them 
grow nawuſeous and inſipid, after the expiring of a 
tew moments there remains nothing but ſatiety and 
fickly reſentments : and then changes are the reme- 
dies, to take off the wearincſs of one pleaſure by 
another, 
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another, The Humane Soul is under a perpetual 
inſtability of reſtleſs deſires, it deſpiſes what it en- 


joyes, and values what is ze,y, as if Novelty and 


Goodneſs were the ſame in all temporal things, 


And as the Bz7zds remain in the Air by conſtant 
motion, without which they would quickly fall to 
the Earth as other heavy bodies, there being no- 
thing ſolid to ſupport them ; ſo the Spirit of Man, 


by many unquiet ag/tati/ozs 2nd continual: changes 
_ ſabſiſts fora time, rill at laſt 3: falls into Diſcontenc 


and Deſparr, the cezter of corrupt Nature. 

2, When preſent things are unſatisfactory, he 
entertains himſelt with Hope: for that bcing ter- 
minated on a future Ovject which is of a doubtful 
nature, the Min4 at:ends ro thoſe Arguments which 
produce a pleaſant belief, to fird that in ſeveral 
objetts which it cannot in any fingle one, and to 
make up in zumbz:r, what 1s wanting in m24ſure, 
waereas the preſent is manifeſt and takes away all 


liberty of thinking, Upon this ground Sexſual 


Pleafure is more in expectation than fruition :- For 
Hope by a marvellous exchantment not only makes 
that which is ftare preſent, but repreſenting in. one 


view that which cannot be enjoyed but in the in- 


rervals of time, it unites all the ſucceſſive parts in 
one point, ſo that what is divided and lefſen'd in 
the fruition, which is alwaies gradual, is offerd at 
once and entire. Thus Man' carzal deceived b 
the imperfe& light of Faxcy, and the falſe glaſs of 
Hope, chooſes a fititious telicity, Mam walks in a 
vain ſhew. His original Errour hath produced this 
in its own image. And although the complacency 
he takes in ſenſual objects is like the joy ofa diſtract- 
ed Perſon, the iſſue of folly and zutor, and Expe- 
rence 
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rience diſcovers the deceit that is in them, as' ſime!- 


ling to an artificial Roſe, undeceives the Eye; yer 
he will embrace his Error. Maz is in a voluntary 
Dream,- which repreſents to him the World as his 
Happineſs, and when he is awakened, he dreams 
again, chooling to be deceiv'd with delight rather 
than to diſcover the truth without it. This is ſer 
forth by the Prophet, Tho# art wearted in the great- 
neſs of thy way, 'yet ſaidft thou not there u no hope : 
that is, Thou art tired in the chaſe of ſatisfaction 


from one thing to another, yet thou wouldit not 
give over,, but ſtill purſueſt thoſe ſhadows which can 


never be brought nearer to thee. ' : And the true req- 
ſon of it is, that in the hamarze Nature there is an 
intenſe and continual deſire of Pleaſure, without 
which Life itſelf hath no ſatisfation, For Life 
conliſtins in the operat/ozz5 of the Soul, cichcr the 


external of the Senſes, or the /zternal of the Wind, 


'trs ſweetned by thoſe delights which are ſui:able to 
them. .So that if all pleaſant operatzons ceaſe, with- 
out poſſibility of returning, Death is more deſire- 
able than Life, And in the corrupt ſtate there is 


ſo ſtrict an alliance between the Fleſh and Spirit, that 


there is but one app:tite berween them, and that is 
of rhe fleſh. y 
All the Deſigns and Endeavors of. the carnal Man 
are by fit means to obtain ſatisfaction to his Sexſes: 
as if the Contentment of the Fleſh and the Happi- 
neſs of the Soul were the ſame thing; oras if the 
Soul were to die with the Body, and with both, all 
Hopes and Fears, all Joys and Sorrows were at an 
end. The Fleſb is now grown abſolute, and j1ath 
acquir'd a perfe&t Empire, and taken a full poſſeflion 
of all the Faculties, For this reaſon the Apyfle teils 
us, 
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us, They that are ih the Fleſh cannot pleaſe God, And 
the carnal will is enmity againſt God, *tis not ſubjedt, 
neither can it be, *Tis infſnard in the cords of Cox- 
cupiſcence, and cannot recover it ſelf from its foo- 
lith bexdage, But that doth nor leſſen the guilt, 
which will appear by conſidering, there is a 7wofo/d 
Impotence. 

I, There is a watural Impotence which prote&s 
from the ſeverity of Juſtice. No Man is bound to 
ſtop the Sun in its courſe, or to remove Mountains : 
For the humane Nature was never endued with Fa- 
culties to do thoſe things. They are inculpably 
without our power. Now the Law enjoins rothing 
but what Man had in his Creation an orig/7a/ Power 
to perform, 

2, There is a moral Impotence, which ariſes from 
a perverſe diſpofition of the Will, and is join'd with a 
delight to Sin, anda ſtrong averſion from the holy 
Cemmands of God ; and the more deep and invete- 


' rate this is, the moreworthy *tis . of puniſhment, 


Ariſtotle aſſerts, That thoſe who contra& invin- 
cible Habits by Cuſtome,are incxcuſable though they 
cannot abſtain from evi/. For fince Liberty conſiſts in 
doing what one wils, this impoſſibility doth not de- 
ſtroy Liberty ; the depravatio of the Faculties doth 
not hinder their vo/urtary operations. The Hnder- 


ſanding conceives, the Will chooſes, the Appetite de- 


fires freely. A diſtracted Perſon that kils is not guilty 
of Murder, and therefore ſecure from the Sentence of 
the Law. For his {{zderſtanding being diſtemper'd by 
the diſorder of the images in his Fancy, it doth not 
judg aright, ſo that the action is involuntary, and 
therefore not ca/pable, But there is a vaſt difference 
between the cauſes of Dzſtraition, and thoſe wich 
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induce a caryal Man to fin, The fir/tare ſeated in 
the diſtemper of the Braiz, over which the Wi hath 
no Power : whereas there ſhould be a regular ſub- 
je&tion of the lower appetite to th2 Will enlightned 
and direted by the Mind. The Wi itſelf is cor- 
rupted and brought into captivity by things pleaſing 
to the lower Faculties : Tt cannot dilintangle it ſelt, 
but its 7mpotence lies in its obſtinacy. This is the 
meaning of St, Peter, ſpeaking concerning unclean 
Perſons, That their eyes are full of adultery, and they 
cannot ceaſe from Sin, 'Tis from their fault alone 
that they are without power. Therefore the Scy;- 
tare repreſents Man to be «Is and dor6ys, weak 


but wicked, His diſability to ſuperzatural Good,” 


ariſes from an izordinate Aﬀection to that which is 
ſenſual, So that *tig ſo far from excuſing, that ir 
renders inexcuſable, being voluntary and w2tiows, 
And in this the Diſeaſes of the Body are different 
from thoſe of the Soul. In the firft the deſire of 


healing is ineffectual, through want of knowledg or 


power to apply Sovereign Remedies, Whereas in 
the ſecond, the {ſincere deſire of their Cure is ſuffici- 
ent, for the Diſeaſes are corrupt deſires. 

The Natural Man is wholly led by | S-»ce, by 
Fazcy , and the Paſſions, and he eſteems it his izfe- 
licity to be otherwiſe; as the degenerous 5 /ave, who 
was diſpleaſed with a Fubile, and refuſed Liberty. 
Servitnde is his Sexſuality, He is not only in love 
with the unworthy objec#, but with the virzors at- 
ic&ion, and abhors the cure of it. As one in the 
Poet that was ſo delighted in his pleaſant Madneſs, 
that he was offended at his Recovery , 

— Cui ſis extorta voluptas 
Et demptus per vim mentis gratijjimus error. | 
| This 
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Tnter cxtera 
Mortalitatis 
incommoda, 
lh hoc elit, erran- 
Mil ll di neceſſitas, 

| & erroris a- 
mor, Senec, 


Quod ſurgere 
Anima per. ſe 
non po c{t, 
quz per ſe ca- 
dere potuit, 
yoluntas in 
cauſa eit, que 
corrupte cor- 
poris vitioſo 
amore lan- 
gueſcens, & 
Jacens, amo- 
rem juſtiti 
non admittit: 
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This is acknowledged by'St. Auſtin in his Confeſſe- 
975, where he deſcibes the conflict berween Conviction 
and Corruption in his Soul. He tells us ia the ftrife 
between Reaſon and Luſt, that he had recourſe to 
God, and his Prayer was, Da mihi contin:atiam, ſed 
061i modo, he defired Chaſtity, but not too ſoon, 
This is the general ſence though not the general 
diſcourſe of men. As the Szck Perſon that deſired 
his Phyſician to remove his Fever, but not his thirſt, 


which made his drink very pleaſing to him: So Man. 


in his ſexſual ſtate would fain be freed from the 


eſtuations of Conſcience, but he cheriſhes thoſe. 


carnal deſires, which give a high taſt to objects ſuita- 


ble to them.. From hence it appears, that although 


in the corrupt Nature there is no liberty of indiffe- 
rency to good aud evil, yet there is a liberty of de- 


light in evil; and though the Will in its zatural- 
capacity may chooſe good, yet-*tis morally determin'd. 


by its love to evi 


In ſhort, There isſo much power not to. fin-as is: 


ſufficient to (in. that-is, thatithe forbidden-aRtion:be 


tree, and ſo become a.Sin. Which ſtrange combi- 
nation of Liberty and:Neceſfity is excellently ex-. 


preſt by. St. Bermard, © Thatthe Soul which fell by 


«<its own choice, can't recover: itſelf, is from:the 
<< corruption of the Will, which overcome by the. 


« vitious love of the Body, reje&s:the-love of Righ- 
« teouſneſs, ſothat in a manner as ſtrange as evil, 
«the Will being. corrupted with Sin, makes .a ne- 
«< ceſſity to it ſelf,. yet 1o that the neceſſity being vo. 
<luntary, doth not excuſe the Will, nor the Will 
« being pleaſantly and powerfully allur'd exclude 


Ita neſcio.quo pravo, fed.mira modo, | ipfa' fibi voluntas, peccato quidem 


in deterias mutata, nece{ſiratem facit, ut, nec neceſſitas..cum voluntarla fit, excuſare 
1leat 1 oluntatemy nec yoluntas cum, fit illeRa, exclydere neceſlitatem. 


«© Neceſhty, 
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e« Neceſſity, The Law therefore remains in its full 
force, - and God is righteous in the commanding and 
condemning Sinners. From all that hath been 
diſcours'd 'tis evident, how impoſlible it is for-cor- 
rupt Maz to recover his /of Holineſs : For there arc 
only #wo Motives to induce the reaſonable Creature 
to ſeek after it, 

1. Its Beasty and Lovelineſs. BR TT 

2: The Reward that attends ir, And both theſe 
Arguments are ineffeual ro work upon him; _ 

1. The Beauty of Holixeſs, which excels all-other 
created Perfections, it- being a corformity to the 


moſt glorious. Attribwteot the Deity, doth not allure 


him; For, Unuſqwſque ut affeitus eff ita judicat; 
Man underſtands according to his Aﬀections; The 
renewed Mind can: only ſee the eſſetial and intimate 
Beauty of Holineſs. 

Now in fa/z Man'the clearneſs of the diſcerning; 
power is loſt. ' As. the zatural Eyerill 'tis purged 
from. vicious qualities, can't look on-things: that 
are. bright and ſab/;me, and if it hath been long in 


 darkzeſs, it ſuffers by the moſt pleating Object the 


light: fo the internal eye of the Mind, that it may 
ſee the lively luſtre of Holineſs, it muſt be cleanſed 


from the filthineſs of 'carzal Aﬀetions, and having 


been ſo long under thick darkreſs it muſt be ſtrength- 


ned, before it can ſuſtain the brightneſs of things 
ſpiritual, Till it be prepar'd, it can ſee nothing. 


amiable and delireable in the Image ot God. 

2. The Reward of Holineſs hath no attraitive 
power on the carnal Will ; becauſe 'tis Future, and 
Spiritual, 

i. *Tis Future, and the:efore the conc-ptions of it 
are very dark and impcrte<t : - The Soul is funk down 
K*2 Into 
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into the Sexſes, and they are ſhort-fighted and can't 
look beyond what is preſent, to the next life, - And 
as the images of things are weaken'd and confus'd 


roportionably to their diſtance, and make a fainter 


impreſſion upon the Faculty; ſo the repreſentation 
of Heaven and Blefſedneſs, as a Happineſs to come 
hereafter, and therefore remote, doth but coldly 


affe&t the Will, A preſent vazity, inthe judgment 
of the carnal Soul, 'outweighs the moſt glorious /utu- 
rity. *Till there be taken from before its eyes the 
(in Tertullian's language) thick curtain of the viſible 


"itaris, aulzi World, it. cannot diſcern the difference between 


vice. oppanſa 


. elt,, Apolog. 


Mat. 5 2 0 


x Cor. 2:9, Ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of 


them, nor value the reward for its excellency and 
duration. 

2. *Tis Spiritnal, and there muſt be a divine 
Diſpoſition of the Soul, before it is capable of it, 


The pure in heart can only ſee the pure God, The 


Felicity above is that which Eye hath not ſeen, nor 


man to conceive, Now the carnal Man 1s only at- 
fected withgroſs and gorporea/ things. The certainty, 
immenſity, and immortality of the Heavenly Reward, 
doth not prevail with him to ſeek aſter it. He hath 
no palate tor Spiritual Pleaſures, 'tis vitiated by 
luſcious Vanities, and can't relliſh'ra#/0val and re- 
fined Joys. *Till the temper of the Soul be altered, 
the bread of Angels is diſtaſtful to ir, For the 4p- 
petite is according to the diſpoſition of the Srowack, 
and when that is corrupted, it lengs for things 
hurtful and rejects wholſome food. If a carnal 
Man were tranſlated to Heaven, where the Love of 
God reigns, and where the brighteſt and ſweeteſt 
diſcoveries of his Glory appear, he would not find 
Paradiſe in Heaven it ſe:f, For Delight ariſes not 
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meerly from the excellency of the objec#, but from 
the proportionableneſs to the Faculty. Though 
God 1s an z»finite Good in himſelf, yet it he is not 
conceiy'd as the Supreme Good to Man, he cannot 


make him happy. 
Suppoſe ſome ſlight Convictions to be in the 


Mind, that. Happineſs conſiſts in the enjoyment of 


God, yet this being offer d upon the terms of quit- 
ting all ſexſual Luſts, the carzal Man eſtcems the 
condition impoſſible and therefore is diſcourag'd 
from uſing any endeavours to obtain it. For to ex- 
cite Hope, *tis not ſufficient to propoſe a Reward 
that is real and excellent, but that is attainable. 
For although Hope hath its tendency to a difficult 


Good, as its proper objec, and the difficulty is fo | 


far from diſcouraging, that it quickens the Soul, and 
draws forth all the a/7ive Powers, by rendering it 
oreater in our eſteem, yet when the difficulty is 
exceſſive and confines upon impoſſibility, it dejes 
the Soul and enclines it to deſpair : Thus when the 
condition of obtaining ſome good is neceſſary, but 
inſufferable, it takes off from all endeavours in 
order to it, = | 
To conſider it in a 7emporal Cafe, will make it 
more clear. As one that labours under a Dropſie, 
and is vext with an intollerable and inſatiable zhir/f, 
if a Phyſician ſhould aſſure him of (re upon condi- 
tion he would abſtain from drizk;zg, he could not 
conceive any real hope of being healed, judging it 
impoſſible to reſiſt the importunity of his drovg/r, 
he therefore negle&s the means, he drinks and dies. 
Thus the corrupt Heart of Man, that is under a 
perpetual thirſt of carzal Pleaſures, and is more 
inflamed by the ſatisfaction it receives, judges it 
an 
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an inſu erable condition to part with them for the 

acquiring of ſpiritual Happineſs: And this ſexſual 
and ſottiſh Deſpair cauſes a total neglect of the 
means, *Tis thus expteſt by the Iſraelites, when 
God commanded them to return from the evil of 
their waies in order to their Happineſs, and they 
ſaid, There no hope, but we will walk after Our own 
Lrviees, and we will every one do the imagination of his 
evil heart, They were Slaves to their. dominecrix 

Appetites, and reſolved to make no trial about that 
they judg'd impoſſible. Brzefly, In faln Man there 
is ſomthing predominant, which he values above the 
favour and fruition of God, and that is the World. 

. As in the Parable, where Happineſs is ſet forth 
under the familiar repreſentation of a Feaſt, thoſe 


wir were invited to it, excuſe themſelves by ſuch 


reaſons as clearly diſcoyer that ſome amiable Luſt 
charm'd them ſo ſtrongly, that in the competition 
'twas preter'd before Heaven, Ore ſaith, I have 


Luk-1 4-18» bought a piece of grouns and 1 _ needs goaſee it; and 


another, I have bought a yoke of oxen, and muſt go to 
prove them; and a third, I have married a wife and 
cannot come, The objects of their Paſſions are dif- 
ferent but they all produce the ſame effe&t, they re- 
ject Happineſs, The ſ#72 of all is, - That as Man 
fell from his Obedience, and loſt the Image of 
God, by ſeeking Perfection and. Satisfaction, that 
1s, Happineſs in the creature; ſo he can never re- 
turn to his Obedience, and acknowledg God as his 
Supreme Lord, till he chooſes.him for his Happineſs, 
And this Re can never eztzrely do, till he is born 
again, and hath a zew principle of Life that may 
change the complexion of the Soul, and qualific it 
for thoſe delights which arc ſublime and ſprritual, 


S:conlly, 


| in the Contrivante of Man's Redemption, 
Secondly, Faln Man can never recover the Favour 


of God; And this is evident upon a double ac- 


count. 

1. He is not able tomake ſatisfation to Gods 
Juſtice, for the diſhonour brought to him. 

2, He is incapable of real Repentance, which 
might qualifie him for Pardon, | 

Firſt, He is unable- to ſatisfie Juſtice for his 


offence, either by exact obedience for the future, 


or by enduring the puniſlment that is due to 
Sine. : 

1. Suppoſing that Man could perform exa& Obe- 
dience after his Fall, yet that could not be ſatiC- 


faction. Tis eſſeztial to Satisfaftion, that the at1-. 


on by which 'tis made, þe in the power of the perſon- 
that ſatisfies. A Servant as a Seryant cannot make - 
ſatisfaction for an injury done to his Lord, for what- 
ſoever ſervice he performs was due before. the offence, 
and is not properly a reſtitution, becauſe-tis not of 
his own, Now. the compleat Obedience of the 
Creature is due toGod., He is the Lord of all our. 
Actions, and whatever Man: doth is but the. pay- 
ment of the ori2/2a/ Debt. The Law requires a 
perpetual reverence of the Law-giver, . and expreſs 
Obedience to his Will in all thmgs. So that 'tis 
impoſſible that the higheſt reſpect to it afterwards, 
ſhould compenſate for the leaſt violation of it. . 
Beſides, To make SatisfaQtion for a Fault, 'ris 
neceſſary the Offender do ſome voluntary att, that 
may be as honourable to the perſon, andas much 
above what he was before obliged to, as the contempt 
was diſhonourable and below that - which was due... 
Unleſs God receive that which is as eſtimable.in the - 
nature of Obedience, as the injury IIENDE 0x: 
&. 


7 


72 


The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
the nature of Contempt, there can be no Satiſ- 
faction. Now there is a greater diſhongur brought 
to God by the commiſſion of oze Sin, than there is 
honour by the perfe&t Obedience of all the Angels: 


For in their Obedience God is preferr'd by the 


Creature, before things infinitely. beneath him, which 
is but a ſmall honour, but by ee Sin he is diſvalued 
in the compariſon, which is 7zf7te Contempt. 

2, Man cannot make ſatisfaction by Suffering. 
For the Puniſhment muſt be equal to the Offence, 
which derives its guilt from the dignity of the 
Perſon offended, and the indignity of the offender. 
Now God is the Uziverſal King, Eis Juſtice is [z- 
finite, which Man hath injur'd, and his Glory, which 
Man hath obſcurd, and Man is frite. And what 
proportion is there between finite and izfinite ? How 
can a worthleſs Rebel that is hateful to God expiate 
the offence of ſo excellenta Majeſty « If he ſacri- 
fice himſelf, he can. never appeaſe the Divine Diſ- 
pleaſure, for what doth he offer but a lump of Re- 
bellion and Ingratitude 2 He can make no other 
SatisfaCtion bur that of the Devils, which continues 
for ever, and is not compleated, 

Secondly, Faln Man conſidered only in his cor- 
rupt and miſerable ſtate is incapable of real Repen- 
tance, which is a neceſſary Condition to qualifie 
him for Pardon. Fcr whereas Repentance includes an 
ingenuous ſorrow for Sin paſt, and a ſincere forſak- 

ing of it, he is utterly indiſpos'd for both, 

1. He cannot be ingenuouſly ſorrowful for his 
offence, Tis true, when the circumſtances are 

changed, that which was pleafing will cauſe trouble 
of Spirit z; As when a Malefactor ſuffers for his 
Crimes, he refle&s upon his Actions with Sorrow. 


But 
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But this hath no »zora/ worth in it: For *tis a forc'd 
af, proceeding from a violent Principle, and is con- 
ſiſtent with as great a love to Sin as he had before, 
and is intirely terminated on himſelf.But that grief 
which is divine, and is accompanied with a change 
in heart and life, reſpe&ts the ſtain more than the 

unithment of Sin : and ariſes from Love to God, 
who is diſobeyed and diſhonored by it : Now 'tis 
not conceivable, that the guilty Creature can love 
God, whilſt he looks on him as an irreconcileable 
enemy. Diſtruſt of the favour of a perſon, which 
is a degree of fear, is attended with coldneſs of 
affection, a ſtrong tear, which till intimates an 
uncertainty in the event, inclines to hatred: But 
when fear is turn'd into deſpair, it cauſeth dire& 
hatred, An inſtance of this we have in the Devils, 
who curſe the Fountain of Bleſſedneſs. If the Evil 
be paſt Remedy, the ſence of it is attended with 


ſelf. A deſpairing Sinner begins in this life the 
onaſhing of tecth againſt his Judg, and kindles the 
fire that ſhall torment him for ever. 

'Tis for this reaſon the Scripture propounds the 
Goodneſs of God, as the moſt powerful perſuaſive 
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rage and tranſports of blaſphemy-againſt God him- Rey, 16.21. 


to lead men to Repentance. There can be no kindly Rom.2.4. 


relentings without filial AﬀeCtion, and that is alwaies 
temper'd with the expeQation of favour. Without 
hope of Pardon, all other motives are ineffeQual to 
melt the heart. 

Now the fr/# Covenant obliged Man to Obedi- 
ence or Puniſhment : It required Inzocexce, and did 
not accept of Repentaxce, The final voice of the Law 
is, Do, or Die. Guilty Man cannot look on God 


with comfort under the notion of a Holy Creator, 
L that 
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| that delights to view his own reſemblance in the. in- 


nocent creature, nor of a compaſſionate Father 
that ſpares an offending Son, but he apprehends him 
to be an inexorable Judge, who hath Right and 
Powcr to revenge the Diſobed'ence.. He can find: 
no expedient for his Deliverarice, nor conceive how 
Mercy can ſave him, without the violation of Juſtice, 


an Attribute as eſſential to the- Divine Nature as 


Mercy. And what can induce him to make an hum- 
ble confefion of his faulr, when he cxpeRted no- 
thing but an irrevocable Dez: :. An inſtance of this. 
we have in Adam, who being under the coxviction of. 
his Sin, and an apprehex/ſtoz that God would be 
ſevere, did not ſollicite for Mercy, but endeavour'd 
to transfer.the guilt on God himſelf, The woman thou. 
gaveſt me, ſhe gave me of the tree, and 1 did eat. As 
if ſhe had been deſign'd for a ſnare, and not to be 
an aid in his innocent ſtate, | 

2. A lincere Reſolution to forſake Sin, is built on 
the hopes of Mercy. Till the reaſonable Creature. 
know that Heaven is open to Repentance, to his 
ſecond and better thoughts, he is irreclaimable. He- 
that never hopes to receive. any gud, will continue 
in doing evi, Deſpair of Mercy cauſcth a deſpiling 
of the Law. The Apoſtate Angels who are without 
the reſerves of Pardon, are confirm'd in their Re- 
bellion : their Gui/r is mixt with Fury, they perſiſt 
in their war againſt God, . thongh they know the 
iſſue will be deadly to them, And had there 
not been an early revelation of Mercy to Adam, he 
had been incorrigibly wicked as the Devils. For 
deſpair had inflam'd his hatred againſt God, which 
is of all the Paf/iozs the moſt incureable. 

Thoſe vicious Aﬀections that depend on the hu-. 
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murs of the Body which are mutable, alter with 
them : But Hatred is ſeated in the ſuperiour part of 
the Soul, which is of a Spiritual nature and Diabo- 
lical in obſtinacy. 


In ſhort, When the reaſonable Creature is guil-' 


ty and vitious, and knows that God is Ft and Ho- 
ly, and that He will be ſevere in revenging all Diſo- 
bedience, he hath no Care nor Deſire to reform him- 
felf, He will not lay a reſtraint on his pleaſing 
Appetites, when he expets no recompence: he 
elteems it loſt labour to abſtain: And all his defign 
is toallay and ſweeten the fear of future Evils by 
preſent enjoyments. When he is ſcorcht with the 
apprehenſions of wrath to come, he gnges himſelf 
into ſexſual exceſles: for ſome relief. He reſolves 
to make his beſt of Sin for a time : according to the 


Principle of the Epicures, Let ms eat and drink while 1 Cor. 15. 


we may, #0 morrow we ſhall die. 
| The Sum of all is this, thatan unrelenting and 
unreformed Sinner 1s incapable of Pardon 5 - Forun- 
leſs God ſhould renounce his own Nature, and 
. deny his -Dezty, He cannot receive him to favor. 
And it is inconceivable how the ra#/9»a/ Creature 
once /apſed, ſhould ever be encourag'd to Repentance 
without the expeation of Mercy : And there being 
an inſeparable all;ance between the iztegrity and fel:- 
city of Man by the terms of the firf Covenant, the 
one failing, he could not entertain the leaſt degree 
of Hope concerning the other. 

By all which it appears he is under an invincible 
neceſſity of fizning and ſuffering tor ever ; his Mi- 
ſery is compleat and deſperate. 
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CHAP. V. 


Of the Divine Wiſdome in the contrivance of Max's 
Redemption. Underſtanding agents propound an 
End,ard chooſe Means for the obtaining it, The End 
of God is of the higheſt conſequence, his own Glory 
and Man's Recovery. The difficulty of accompliſhing 

- it, The Means are proportionable, The Divine 
Wiſdome glorified in taxing occaſion from the Sin and 
Fall of Man fo bring Glory to God, and to raiſe 
Man 7o 4 more excellent State. It appears in or- 
daining ſuch a Mediator, as was fit to reconcile God 
zo Man, and Man to God. Ti diſcovered in the 
deſignation of the Second Perſon to be our Saviour. 
And making the Remedy to have a proportion to the 
cauſe of ow Ruine, Tis viſible. in the manner 
whereby our Redemption #s accompliſht, And in the 
ordaining ſuch contemptible means to produce ſuch 
glorious effets. And laying the deſign of the Goſpel, 
fo as to. provide for the comfort, ad promote the 
holineſs of Man. 


| O D by his infallible Preſs/exce (to which all 

things are eternally preſent) viewing the Fall 
of Adam, and that all Mazkind lay bleeding in him, 
out of deep compaſſion to his Creature, and that 
the Devi! might not be fizally victorious over him, 
in his Councel decreed the Recovery of Man from 
his languiſhing and miſerable ſtate. The deſign and 
the means are moſt worthy of Ged, and in both his 
Wiſdom appears. | 


This 


iy the Contrivance of Man's Redemption. 


This will be made viſible by conſidering, that all 


underſtanding Agezts firſt propound an eza, and then 
chooſe the 2415s for the obtaining of it, And the 
more perfe&t the Underſtanding is, the more excellent 
is theezd it deſigns, and the more fit and convenient 
are the means it makes uſe of for the acquiring ir, 
Now when God whoſe #derſtanding is infinite, (and 


in compariſon of whom the moſt prudent and ad-* 


viſed are but as dark ſhadows) when he determines 
to work, eſpecially in a moſt glorious manner, the 
end and the means are equally admirable. 

Firſt, The end is of the higheſt Conſequence, Were 
it ſome low incon{tderable thing, it were unworthy 
one thought of God for the effeting it. To be 
curious in the contriving how to accompliſh that 
which is of no importance, expoſes to a juſt impu- 
tation of Folly ; But when the moſt excellent Good 
is the ezd, and the difficulties which hinder the 
obtaining of it are zzſuperable to a finite underſtan- 
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ding, it then becomes the ozly wiſe God to diſcover rTim1.17. 


the Divinity of his Wiſdom, in making a way 
where he finds none, And ſuch was the exd of God 
in the work of our Redemption. This was declard 
by the Angels, who were ſent Ambaſſadors extra- 


ordinary to bring tidings of peace to the world, They Luk.z. 13, * 


praiſed God, ſaying, Glory to God in the higheſt,and on 14+ 


Earth Peace, good Will towards men. | 
The ſupreme End is his own Glory, and inorder 
to it, the Salvation of Maz hath the nature and 
reſpe& of a medinm. 
The ſubordinate is the Recovery of the world from 
its lapſed and wtetched ſtate. 
1. The ſupreme Exd is the Glory of God. This 
lignifies principally his izternal and effential Glory : 
Ly 


| Pſal.19. Is 
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.and that conſiſts in the Perfe&tions of his Nature» 


which can never be fully conceived by the Angels. 
but overwhelm by their excellent greatneſs all crea- 
ted Underſtandings. But the Glory that reſults 
from Gods works 1s properly intended in the preſent 
Argument, and implies, £ 

2. The manifeſtation whereby he is pleaſed to 
repreſent Himſelf in the exercife of his Attributes. 
As the Divin? Nature is the primary and compleart 
Objeit of his Love, ſo he takes delight in thoſe 
Actions wherein the image and brightneſs of his 
own vertues appear. 

Now in all the works of God there is an evidence 
of his Excellencies. But as ſome Stars ſhine with 
a different glory, ſo there are ſome noble effeds, 
wherein the Divize Attributes are ſo conſpicuous, 
that in compare with them, the reſt of God s works 
are but obſcure expreſſions of his Greatneſs, The 
principal are Creation and Redemption.The Heavens 
aeclare the glory of God, and the Firmament hu handy- 
work, And when God ſurveyed the whole Crea- 
tion, and ſaw that aff which he had made was good, 
He ordain'd a Sabbath, to. fignifie the content and 
ſatisfaction he had in the diſcovery of his eternal 
' Perfections therein, 

But eſpecially his Glory is moſt reſplendent in the 
Work of Redemption, wherein more of the Divine 
Attributes are exercis d than in the Creation, and in 
a more glorious manner, *Tis here that Wiſdom, 


* Goodneſs, Fuſtice, Holineſs and Pow-r are united in 


their higheſt degree and exaltation. - Upon this ac- 
count the Apoſtle uſeth that expreſſion, The gloriocs 


I Tim.1.! - Goſpel of the "Bleſſed God : It being the cleareſt reve- 


lation of his excellent Attrribates, the unſpotted 
MUrrour 
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mirrour wherein the great and wonderful effefs of -144 
the Deity are ſet forth, EN 6 EE A TO YOS 

3, ThePraiſe and Thankſgiving that ariſ-th from 0+ 24 Lis 
the diſcovery of his Perfections by reatonive 
Creatures, who conſider and acknowledg them, 
When there is a folemn vez2ratioz of his cxcellen- 
cies, and the moſt ardent affed:ozs to Him tor whe 
communication of his godzeſs, Thus in Gods ac- ® 
count, Whoſo offers praiſe, glorifies him, An eminent Plal. 50. 23+. 
example of this is ſet down in Fob 38.7. when at the 
birth of the World, The Morning Stars ſang toge- 
ther, and all the Sons of Gdd ſhouted for joy. Andat 
its new Birth, they deſcend and make his praiſe Plal. 66.2. . 
glorious ina triumphant Song. It will be the eternal 
exerciſe of the Saints in Heaven, where they more 
fully underſtand the Mhfery of our Redemption, and- 
conſider every circumſtance that may. adde a luſtre 
to it, to aſcribe Bleſſing, Honor, Glory and Power 
to him.that fits on the Throne, and unto the Lamb for Rev. 513+. 
ever and ever. | 


Secondly, The ſubordinate End is the reſtoring of 
Man: And this is inviolably joyn'd with the other. 
'Tis expreſt by Peace on earth; and good will towards 
»en. Sin had broke that ſacred Alliance which was 
between God and. Man: and expoſed him to his 
juſt diſpleaſure. ' A miſery inconceivable, And what 
is more becoming God, who is the Father of Meycies, 
than to glorifie his dear Attribute, and that which. 
in a peculiar manner charaderiſes his Nature, by 
the Salvation of the miſerable ? What is more ho- God is loves 
nourable to Him, than by his Almighty Mercy to * Jo-49+- 
raiſe ſo many Monuments from the duſt, wherein 
his Goodneſs may live and reign for ever 2 Now. 
CHE for . 
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for the accompliſhing of theſe excellent Ends, the 
Divine Wiſdom pitcht upon thoſe means which 
were moſt fit and congruous, which I ſhall diſt:ni71y 
conſider : 

The Miſery of fa/z Man conſiſted in the Cor- 
ruption of his nature by Sin, and the Puniſhment 
that enſues: And his Happineſs is in the reſtoring 
him to his primitive Holineſs, and in Reconciliation 
to God, and the full fruition of him. The way to 
effe&t this was beyond the compaſs of any created 
Underſtanding, 

That God, who is rich in Goodneſs, ſhould be 
favourable to the Angels, who ſerve him in perfe&t 
Purity, we may eaſily conceive ; for although they 
do'not merit his favour, yet they never provokt his 
Anger. And *tis impoſſible*buc that he ſhould love 
the Image of his Holineſs wherever it ſhines, 

Or ſuppoſe an innocent creature in Miſery, the 
Divize Mercy would ſpeedily excite his power to 


' reſcue it : For God is. Love to all his Creatures as 


ſuch, till ſome extrinſecal cauſe intervenes, which 
God hates more than he loves the Creature ; and 
that is Sin, which alone ſtops the effuſion of his 
Goodneſs, and opens a wide paſſage for wrath to 
fall upon the guilty, But how to ſave the Crea- 
ture that is undone 4 its own choice, and is as ſin- 
ful as miſerable, will poſe the wiſdom of the 
world. Heaven it ſelf ſeenv'd to be divided. Mex. 
cy enclin'd to ſave, but Fuſtice interpos'd for ſatiſ- 
faction. Mercy regarded Man with reſpe& to his 
miſery, and the pleas of it are, Shall the Almighty 
build toruine 2 Shall the moſt excellent creature 
in the lower world periſh, the fault not being ſolely 
bis Saall the enemy triumph for ever, and raiſe 
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in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption. 
his Trophies from the Works of the moſt High e 
Shall the reaſonable Creature loſe the fruition of 
God, and God. the ſubjectios and ſervice of the 
Creature, and all Mankind be made in vain © Fu- 
fice conſider d Man as guilty of a tranſcendent 
Crime, and *tis its nature to render to every one 
what is due; now the wages of Sin « Death, and 
ſhall not the Tudg of al the world do right * All the 
the other Attributes ſeem'd to be attendants on Fu- 
fftice, The Wiſdom of God enforcd its Plea, it 
being moſt indecent that Sin which provokes the 
execution, ſhould procure the abrogation of the 
Law; this would encourage the commiſſion of Sin 
without fear. The Majeſty of God was concern'd, 
for it was not becoming his excellent Great»eſs to 
treat with defiled duſt, and to offer Pardon to a pre- 
ſumptuous Rebel immediately after his Offence, and 
before he made Supplication to his Judge. The 
Holineſs of God did quicken his Juſtice to execute 


the threatning, For he is of purer eyes than to behold pq ph. 


Iniquity. As Goodneſs is the eflential object of his 
Will, which he loves unchangeably wherever it is, 
{o is $:z the eternal object of his hatred, and where 
'tis found in the love of it, renders the ſubje& odious 


to him, He will zot take the wicked by the hand, The Job 8. 20. 
Law of contratiety forbids Purity and Pollution to 5 $row 
mix. together. And the veraczty of God requir'd the 7 4 %«- 
inflicting the puniſhment. For the Law being a "+ Ae 
06S &aT* 


declaration of God's Will, according to which He mar Plc: 


would diſpenſe Rewards and Puniſhments, cither it 


muſt be executed: upon the Offender, or if extra- 


ordinarily diſpens d with, 1t muſt be upon ſuch terms, 
as the honour of Gods Truth may be preſerved, This 


ſeeming conflict was between the Attributes, _ 
HIDES M The 


Y 


P 
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92 


2 Cor. 5+ 


The ſ#blimeſt Spirits in Heaven were at a-loſs how 
to2ravel the difficulty, and to find out the mira- 
calous way to reconcile infinite Mercy with: inflexible 
Fuſtice ; how to ſatisfie the demands of the one, and. 
the requeſts of the other, God was to overcome 
Himſelf before He reſtored Man. In this exigexce 
his Mercy excited his Iiſdom to interpoſe as an 
*- Arbiter, which in the Treaſures of its :ncomprehen- 
 fible Light, found out an admirable expedient ro ſave 
Man, without prejudice to his other Perfedtions : 
That was, by coni{ticuting a Me7ator both able and 
willing, between the guilty creature and Himſelf: 
That by transferring the puniſhment on the Surety, 
he might puniſh Sin, and pardon the Sizmer, And 


" LL 
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here, the more ſevere and rigorous Juſtice is, the 
more admirable is the Mercy that ſaves. In the 
fame ſtupendious Sacrifice he declared his reſpect to 
Juſtice, and his' delight in Mercy. The 7x0 ptin- 
cipal relations of our Redeemer are, :the one of a 
gift from God to man, the other of an ob/atioz for 
men toGod. By the one God ſatisfies his fire 
Love to Man, and by the other ſatisfies his -/zfinite 
Juſtice for Man, Neither is it unbecoming God to 
condeſcend in accepting' the returning Sinner, when 


a M-aiator of infinite dignity intercedes for favour, : 


The Divine Majeſty is not leflen'd when God is is 
Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſclf. Neither is the 
S amitity of God diſparagd by his Clemency to Sin- 
ners, for the Redeewer 1% the principle and pattern 
of Holineſs to all that are ſaved. The ſame Grace 


that enclin'd God to ſend his Son to die for us, gives - 


his Spirit to live- in us, to renew us in the-inward 
Man, that by conformity to God we may be prepared 
for communioz with him. Here is a ſweet concur- 

rence 
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in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption, 33 
rence Of all the attributes, Mercy and Truth are mct to- Plal-85-1 0. 
gether, Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſf each other, Who 
can count up this heap of wonders 2 Who can unfold 
all the treaſures of this »-y/feriozs Love ? The tongue 
of an Angel cannot expl:cate it according to its 
dignity : *Tis the faireſt copy of the Divine Wiſ- 
dome, the conſummation of all God's Counſels, 
wherein all the Aztributes are diſplayed in their 
brighteſt luſtre : 'Tis here the manifold wiſdome of Eph-3-10. 
God appears. The Angels of Eight bend themſelves : pet. x.12. 
with extraordinary application of Mind, and arde#t mxegau- 
Aﬀections to ſtudy the rich and a»ſearchable variety Wa1, an 
that is in' it, only the ſame Underſtanding compre- ſon to 
hends' it which con'rivd it. But-as one that views the poſture 
{gies | of the Che- 
the Ocear, although he cannot ſee- its bounds or ,,;,,.100k- 
bottom, yet he ſees ſo much as to know that that ing into the 
vaſt colleQion of waters is far greater than what is Ark. 
within the 'compaſs of his ſhort fight, So although 
we cannot underſtand-all the depths of that immenſe 
Wiſdom, which orderd the way of our Salvation, 
yet we may diſcover {o much, as to know with the 
Apoſtle, that it ſurpaſſes knowleds, He that is the Eph. 3: 
Brightneſs of his Father s Glory, and the Light of 
the World,. fo ltymz:te our dark # open g's 1 
Jy 


" that we may conceive aright of this great 


SFtery. | | 

The Firft thing that offers it ſelf to Conſideration 

is, the compaſs of the D:vize Wiſdome, in taking 

occaſion from the $7 and Fall of Man to bring more 

Glory to God, and to raiſe him to a more excellent 

ſtate, Sin in, its own nature hath no tendency to 

200d, *tis not an apt medium to promote the Glory of 

God: ſo far is it from a dire& contributing to it, 

that on- the contrary *tis the moſt real diſhonour to _ 
5 SE Him, - 
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In Piiura Him. But as a black ground in a Picture which mn 
lumen non it {elf only defiles, when plac'd by Art, ſets off the 


alia res brighter colours and heightens their beauty : So the 


anche i evil of $:zz, which conſidered abſo/ately, obſcures the 


. Glory of God, yet by the diſpoſition of his Provi- 
Plin. a . = 

dence, it ſerves to illuſtrate his Name, and to make 

Non Specie, it more glorious in the eſteem of reaſonable Crea- 


= oy _ tures. Without the Szz of Man there had been no 
| C . 


Auge 


place for the moſt perfect exerciſe of his Goodneſs. 
O felix culpa que tantum > talem meruit habere Re- 
demptorem. Happy fault not in it ſelf, but by the 
wiſe and merciful Counſel of Gol to berepair'd in 
a way ſo advantageous, that the Salvation of the 
Earth is the Wonder of Heaven, the Redemption of 
Man raviſhes the Angels. 
The Glory of God is more viſible in the recovery 
of lapſ.d Man, than it the Law had been obeyed, or 
executed, If Adams had perſever'd in his Duty, the 
Reward. had been from Gaace, for owing himſelf to 
God, he could receive nothing but as a gzf# from his 
Bounty ; ſo that Goodpeſs only had then been exer- 
ci'sd, and not in its higheſt and moſt ohliging Ads, 
which are to ſave the guilty and the miſerable : for 
Innocence is incapable of Mercy. 1t the Sentence 
bad been inflicted, Juſtice had been honour d with 
a ſolemn Sacrifice, but Mercy the ſweet, tender, 
and indulgent Attribute, had never appeard, But 
now the Wiſdom of God is eminent in the accord of 
both theſe Arrributes. God is equally glorious, as 
equally God in preſerving the authority of his Law 
' by an ad of Juſtice upon our Surety, as in the exer- 
ciſe of Mercy by remitting the punithinent to-the 
Offender. | 
And *tis no leſs honourable to.God's Wiſdom to 


reſtore 


in th: Contrivancs of Man's Redemption. 


reſtore Man with infinite advantage. *Tis a my#ery 
in Nature, Thaz' the corruption of one thing is the 
generation of another ; tis more my#eriors in Grace, 
that the Fall of Man (hould occaſion his more noble 
Refitution, Innocence was not his [ajt End, his ſu- 
preme felicity tranſcends the firff, The holineſs of 
Adam was pertect, but mutable: But Holineſs. inthe 


Redeemza, though in a leſs degree, ſhall be victorious 
over all Temptations : for they are join d to the hea- 
venly Adam in a ſtrict and inviolable union. And 


thoſe Graces arc ated by them, for the exerciſe of 
which there was no objects and occaſions in /7c- 


cence, As Compaſſion to the miſerable, Forgiveneſs 
of injuries, For:itude and Patience, all which. as 
' theyare amoſt lively reſemblance of the Divine Per- 
fections, ſo an excellent ornament to the Soul, and 


infinitely endear it tro God, And the Happineſs of 


our renewed ſtate exceeds our primitive Felicity, 
Whether we conſider the nature of it, *tis wholly 
iritual, or the place of it, Heaven the Sanctuary 
of Life and Immortality, or the conſtitution of the 
Body which ſhall be cloathed with cele$:4/ qualities : 
But this will be particularly diſcuſſed in its proper 
lace. | 
; Theſe are the effes of infinite Wiſdome,. to the 
production of which Sin affords no caſualzty, but 
hath meerly an accidental reſpet, As the ApoFle 
interprets the words of David, Againſt thee only 
have I finned, that thou mighte# be juſtified in thy 
ſayings, and overceme when thou: judgeit, Which 
doth not reſpe& the intention of David, but the 
event only. The greater his injuſtice was in the 
commiſſion, the more clear would God's Juſtice be in 
the condemnation of his Sin, 


2. The 


I Pet. 2.20. 


1 Pet. 4414. 


Rome 3 . 4» 


The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 
2, The Wiſdom of God appeared in ordaining 


ſuch a Meadrator, who was qualified to reconcile God 
to Man, and Man to God. The fir/# and molt ad- 
mirable Article in the myſtery of Godlineſs, and the 


i Tim-3-16. foundation of all the reſt is, that God is manifeſt in 


; ſupreme Naturein Heaven, and the moſt excellent on 


| Exod. 36: 


John 1. 


Colo, 1. 


the fleſh. The middle muſt equally touch the ex- 


tremes, A Mediator muſt be capable of the ſenti- 


ments and affetions of both the parties he will re- . 


concile. He muſt be ajuſt eſteemer of the Rights 
and Injuries of the one and the other, and have a 
common intereſt in both. The Son of' God aluming 
the Humane Nature, perfectly poſſeſſes theſe quali- 
ties, he hath zeal for God, and compaſſion tor Man, 
He hath taken pledges of Heaven and Earth, the 


the Earth, - to make the hofz/;ty ceaſe berween them, 
He is Immanuel by nature and office. And if no 
leſs than an inſpired Wiſdom 'could deviſe how to 


frame the earth!y Tabernacle, wherein God dwelt 


m a ſhadowy. and zypica/ manner, what Wiſdom 


was requiſite to frame the Humane Nature of Chriſt, 


wherein the Deity was really to dwell. 
Now to diſcover more clearly the Divine Wiſ- 
dome in uniting the 7-0 Natures in Chriſt, to qua- 


' lifie him for his Offce, *tis requiſite to conſider that 


the office of Mediator hath three charges annext to 
it; the Prieſtly, which reſpects God; the Propheri- 
cal and Kingly, which regards Men, . Theſe have a 


reſpect to the evils which oppteſs falz Man : And 


they are Guilr, Jonwrance, vin and Death, *'Man 
was capi: ally giailty of the breach of Gods Law, and 
under the 75774»ny of his Luſts, and in the iſſue liable 
to Death. 

Thc Redeemer is made to him TWW:ſdom, Rizgh- 


teouſnefs, 
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7n the Contrivance of Max's Redemption. 87 
grouſmeſs, Sanitification and Redemption, Theſe Be- 
nefts are difpens'd. by Him in his threefo/4 Office, 
As a Prieſt he exipates Sin, asa Prophet he inſtructs 
the Church, as a Kizg he regulates the lives of his 
Subjects, delivers them from their Enemies, and 
makes them happy. Now the Divize and Humane 
Nature are requiſite for the performance of all theſe. 
For nothing is effectual to an end, but what is pro- 
portionable and commenſurate thereunto, - and to 
proportion exceſſes as'well as: defets are oppoſite. 
This will appear by taking a diſtin view of the ſe- 
veral Offices of our Mzdzator, 


I, The Prieſly Office hath two parts, 


I. To make expiation for Sin, 
2. Iaterceſſion for Sinners, 


| Now for the making expiation of Sin, there was 
4 neceſ{ary concurrence of the 7wo Natures in 'out 
Redeemer, He muſt be Max, for the Deity was 
not capable of thoſe Submiſſions and Sufterings 
which were requiſite to expiare Sin, And he muſt be 
May, that the ſi»izy nature might ſuffer, and there- 


The meritorious imputation of Chriſts Sufferings ro 
Mz». is grounded on the wn between them, which 
is as well z4taral in his partaking of Fleſh ang 
Blood, as moral in the conſent of their Wills, As 
the Apoſtle obſerves, That he who' ſandiftes, and Heb. 2.11+ 
they that are ſanitifi:d are all one; So he that ſuffers, 
and they for whom! he ſuffers muſt have communion 
in the. ſame nature. For this reaſon, God having 
refolved never to diſpenſe Mercy to the fallen don] 
gcls, 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 


gels, the Redecmer did not allume the Argelical 
nature, but thc ſeed of Abraham, 


And as the Humane Nature was neceſſary to 


qualifie him for Sufferings, and to make them ſuita- 
ble, ſothe Divize was to make them ſufficient, The 


lower nature conſider'd in it ſelf, could make no 
ſatisfaction : The Dignity of the Divize Perſon 
makes a temporal puniſhment to be of an finite 
value in God's account. The humane Nature was 


Solus Dews the Sacrifice, the divine the Prieſt to render it ac- 


ſextire-ſols coptable. He had ſunk under the weight of wrath, 


Hom Jiup®* i} the Deity had not been perſonally preſent to ſup- 


rare mortem 
103 potutt, 
qaam Pro 
Hobis obire 


dcbuits 


Joh.1.1-42+ 


Hts, 4+ Jo 


port him, Briefly, To perform the fir? part of his 
Office, he muſt ſuffer, yet be impaſ/ible; Die, yet 
be /mzortal;, and undergo the wrath of God, to deli- 
ver Man from it. 

2. To make Izterceſon for us, it was requiſite 
that He ſhould partake of both Natures, that he 
might have creat with God, and compaſſion to Man, 
The S»yz hath a prevailing intereſt in the Father, as 
he teſtifies, I know thou heardſt me alwaies, A Pri- 
viledge which neither Abraham, Moſes, nor any 
other who were the moſt favoured Saints enjoyed. 
And, as Man, he was fit for Paſſion and Compaſſion, 
The Humaze nature is the proper ſubje&t of fec ling 
pity, eſpecially when 1t hath felt miſery. Ged 1s 
capable of Love, not in ſtriftncſs of Compaſſion. 
For Sympathy preceeds from an experimental ſence 
of what one hath ſuffer'd, and the fight of the like 
a7ictionin others revives the affections. which we.ec 
tc!t in that ſtare, and cnclines to pity, 

The Apoſtle offers this to Believers as the ground 
of comfort, that He who took our ature and felt 
our gricts intercedes for us, For we hive not an 


Hiegh- 


bet th 
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89 


High-Prieſt that cannot be toucht with the feeling of Acb.q.15. 


our Infirmities, but was in all things tempted as we 
are, yet without Sin ; that with an humble can- 
fidence we may come to the Throze of Grace, He 
hath drunk. deepeſt of the cup of Sorrows, that he 
may be an All-ſu7ciext Comforter to thoſe that 
mourn. He hath ſuch tender Bowels we may truſt 
him to ſollicite our Salvation. In ſhort, *Tis the 
oreat ſupport of our Faith that we have acceſs to the 
Mediator, ſo worthy and ſo dear to Him, and b 
Oze who left the Joys of Heaven, that by enduring 
Afiiction on Earth, his heart might be:made sue- 
able to the hearts of the afflicted. 

Secondly, For. the diſcharge: of the Prophctical 
Office; 'twas neceſſary. the Medzator ſhould be God 
and Maz. 

1. He muſt be God, that: he might deliver his 


Counſels with more authority and efficacy than any 


meer Creature could. He muſt bea Teacher ſent 
from Heavex that reveals to us the Will of God 
concerning the way thither, and the certainty and 
excellency of that ſtate. Now Chriſt is the orgiza/ 
of all Wiſdom, *tis not ſaid the Word of the Lord 
came to Him,as to the Prophets; He is the Fountain. 
of all Sacred Knowledg, The Soz came from the 


Boſom of th: Father, the Seat of his Counſels and John 1, 18. 


Compaſſions, to reveal thoſe Secrets which. were 
concealed from the Angels, in that Lizht which is 
tnacceſſible, And 'tis God alone can teach the 
Heart, and convince the Corſciexce, fo as to pro- 
duce a ſaving Belick of the Heavenly Dodtrine, and 
a delight in the diſcovery, and a reſolution. to. 
tollow. it wherever it directs, 

| | N. 2. *'I was 


Father by the Son, and preſent all: our. requeſts by a EpheC2.18. 


90 The Harmony of th: Divine Attributes, 
2. 'Twas fic he ſhould be Maz, that he might be 
familiarly converſant with us, anl conveigh the 
Counſcls of God in ſuch a way as Maz could receive, 
All ſaving Truth comes from God, and it follows by 
juſt conſequence, that the ncarer he is to us the bet- 
ter we are like to be inſtructed. Now there are two 
things which render ſinful 22az incapable of immed:. 
ate converſe with God. 


1. The Infirmity of his Nature. 
2. The Guilt that cleaves to him. 


Firſt, The Infirmity of Maz's Nature cannot en- 
dure the Glory of God's appearance, When the Law 
I 'was delivered on Mount S7zai, the Iſraelites were 
t f under great terrors at tne Sz7ghts and Prodigics which 
Ws accompanicd the Divine Preſence, and they dcfired 

eut- 5-25* that God would ſpeak to them no more in his Ma- 
Job 13.11. jeſty and Greatneſs, left they ſhould die, There is ſuch 
"i a diſproportion betwcen our -2:aneſs and his excel- 
[H Dan-19-17- Jencies, that Daniel, though a Favourite of Heaven, 
"if yet his Comlineſs was turn'd into corruption at the 
'iſ light of a Viſion, And the beloved Diſciple {7 down 
Will Reve1.17- 4s dead at the appearance of Chriſt in his Glory, When © 
the Eye gazcs on the $uz, 'tis more tormented with © 

the brightneſs than pleaſed with the beauty of it ; 

But when the beams are tranſmitted through a colou- 

red medium, they are morc temp:rate and ſweetned 

to the fight, The Eternal Word is cloathed with a 

robe of Light, which the more bright ir is, the leſs 

viſible it renders him to »zorzal eyes, but the incar- 

Heb. 10. 20, #4te Word is eclipſed and allayed by awail of fleſb, 
and ſo made acceſſible to us. God out of a tender 

reſpect to our trailty and fears, promiſed to raiſe up 
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in the Contrivance of May's Redemption, 91 


4 Prophct cloathed in our nature, that we might com- Dev 18.15; 
forcably and quietly receive his Inftruftions. 

2. Guilt makes us fearful of his Preſence. The 
approach of God awakens the Conſcience, which 
is his þy in our boſoms, and cauſes a dreadful ap- 
paritioz of Sin in its view, When oze beam of 
Chriſts Divinity broke forth in the miraculores 
draught of hihes ; Peter cries out, Depart from me, | 1... 
for 1 am a ſinful man, O Lord, Holinef: arm 'd with _ 
terrors ſtrikes a Sinner into conſternation. Now 
when the Mind 1s ſhaken with a ſtorm of fear, it 
cannot calmiy attend to the counſels of Wiſdom, 
But the Son of God appearing in our Nature, to 
expiate Sin and appeaſe Diviue Juſtice, we are en- 
couraged to draw near to him, and fit at his feet, 
to hear the words of eterzal Life, Thus God com- 
plicd with our neceſſity, that with a freer diſpenſa- 
tion we might receive the counſels of our Saviour. 

3. He is qualified for his Kizzly Office, by the 
{nion of the two Natures in him, He muſt be God 
to conquer Satan, and convert the Werld, As 
eminent an act of Power was neceſſary to redrems 
as to create, For although the Syprenze Judge was 
to beſatisfied by humble S offerings, yet Satan who 
uſurpt the Right of God, (for Man had no power to - 
alienate himſclt) was to be ſubdued : having no juſt nrbx 
title, he was to be caſt ont by power. And no leſs Luk.11.38. 
than the Divine Power could accompliſh our victo- 
rious reſcue from him. In his love he pitied us, 
and his holy Arm got himthe vidory. He is the Author 1,, ;;.9. 
of eternal Salvation, which no inferiour acext could 
eVEr accomplith. 'Tis God alone car overcome Heb.7.23+ 
Death, and him that had the power of Death, and © 2+ 14» 
bring us ſafely to Felicity. 

N 2 Belides,, 
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Beſides, our King muſt be May, that by the ex- 
cellency of his Example, He might lead us in the 
way of Life. The moſt yatiozal Method to reform 
the World 1s, not only to exzai# Laws to be the Rule 
of vertuous Actions, but for Lawgivers to make 
Vertue honourable and imitable by their own pra- 
Etice, And to encourage us in the holy War againſt 
our enemies viſible and inviſible, *twas congruous 
that the Prizce of our Salvation ſhould take the Hu- 
21axze Nature, and ſubmit to the inconveniences of 
our warfaring ſtate. As Kings when they deſign a 


glorious Conqueſt, go forth in Perſon, and willingly 


endure the hardſhips of a m#litary condition, to 
animate their Armies, The Apoſtle tells us, that 
it became him, for whom are all things, and by whows 
are all things, in bringing many ſons to Glory, to make 
th: Captain of their Salvation perfect through Suffer- 
ings, God the great Deſigner of all things, fore- 
ſceing the Sufferings to which the Godly would be 
expoſed in the world, ordained it as moſt conveni- 
ent, that the Author of their Deliverance ſhould by 
Sufferings obtain the Reward, that by his example 
he might ſtrengthen and deliver thoſe that ſuffer to 
the exd. Again, the Son of God enter'd into our 
Family, and is not aſhamzd to call us brethren, to 
make his Scepter amiable to us. He exerciſeth his 
Dominion with a zatural and ſenſible touch of pity, 
he pardons our failings and puts a value on our fixcere 
though #2247 Services, as an honour done to him, 
Briefly, In him there is a combination of Power and 
Eove; The Power of the Dezty with the tenderneſs 
and clemency of the Human: Nature. He # the 
mighty God and Prince of peace, He u« a King juſt 


and powerful againſt our encmics, bat mild and gentle 
fo 
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in the Comrivance of Man's Redempticn. 
to his People, He is willing to remove from us all 
the evils we cannot endure, our Sins and Sorrows; 
and able to convey to us all the Bleſſings we are 
capable to enjoy. In all his Glory He remembers 
that he is our Saviour. At the Day of Fudgement, 


when He ſhall come with a train of mighty 7 0% 


He will be as tender of Man, as when He ſuffered 
on the Croſs, And from hence we may diſcover the 
excellency of God's contrivance in uniting the Di- 
vine and Humane Nature in our Redeem:r, that He 
might have ability and affediox to qualifie him for 
that great and bleſſed Work, 

Thirdly, The Divize Wiſdome appears in the 
deſignation of the Perſon. For God reſolving to 
ſave Maz in a way that is honourable to his Juſtice, 
it was expedient a Perſon in the Bleſſed Triniry 
ſhould be put into a ſtate of ſubje&tion, to endure 
the puniſhment due to Sin ; But it was not conve- 
nient the Father ſhould : For 

1. He muſt then have been ſent into the World, 
which is incongruous to the Relations that are be- 
tween thoſe grins Perſons. For as they ſubſiſt in 
a certain Order, ſo their Operations are according to 
the manner of their ſubſiſtence. The Father is from 
Himſelf, and the f/f motions in all things are 
aſcribed to.Him ; the Soz is from the Father, and 
all his a&#iexs take their riſe from him, The Sox car 
do nothing of himſelf, but what he ſecth the Father dp. 
The effecting our Redemption is reter'd to the Fathers 
Will as the ſupreme cauſe : our Saviour, upon his 
entrance into the world to undertake that work, de- 
clares, I come to do thy wil O God. Upon this ac- 


Tit2:1 Jo 


Joh.5.19. 


count the Apoſtle addreſſes his thanks to the Father Hzb.10.7. 


as the firſt Agent in our Salvation: which is not to 1 


lIcflen 


eIo I 20 
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leſſen the glory of the Son and Spirit, but to ſignifie 
that in the accompliſhment of it, their working fol- 
lows their being. 

2. It was not fit that the Father ſhould be izcar- 
ate, for He nivſt then have ſuſtained the part of a 
Crimizal, and appear'd in that quality before the 
Supreme Judg : Bur this was not conſonant to the 
order among the Perfozs, For although they are 
of equal Majeſty, being oe God, yetthe Father is 
the fir/# Perſon, and to him it belongs moſt 
congruouſly to be the Guardian of the Laws and 
Rights of Heaven, to exact SatisfaRion for offences, 


and to receive Interceſſions for the Pardon of the 
Penient, _ ; 

3. Neither was it fit that the Third Perſon ſhould 4 
undertake that work, For belides the Sacrifice for FE 


Propitiation, it was neceſſary the Divize Power 
ſhould be exerfed to enlighten the Minds, and en- 
Cline the Wills of men to receive the Redeerary, that 
the Benefits of his Death might be applied to 
Vid. Amyr, them. Now the Redeemer is conlider'd as the Os- 
de Trin. ef, and the Holy Spirit as the Diſpoſer of the 
faculty to receive it. And in the natural order of 
things, the object muſt ex? before the operation of the 
faculty upon it. There muſt be Light betore the 
Eye can fee it. So in the diſpoſition of the cauſes 
of our Salvation, the Redeemer muſt be ordain'd, 
and Salvation purchas'd before the Divine Power 
is put forth to enable the Soul to receive it, and 
accordingly *tis the Office of the Spirit, who is 
Luke 1. 35. the Power of God, and by whom the Father and the 
Son execute all things, to render effectual the Re- 
demtion procured by the Se. 
Briefly, The Miſſion of the Perſons is according to 


their 
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their prixciple, The Father ſends the Son to ac- John 3. 17. 
quire Salvation for us ; the Son ſends the Spirz# to Joh,1.”. 
apply it. Thus there is no diſturbing of their Sacred 

order z more particularly in appointing the Son to 

aſſume the Humane Nature, and to Teſtore /apſed 

Man,the Wiſdom of God is evident, For by that, 


1. The Properties of the Sacred Perſons are pre- 
ſerved intire : the ſame Tz#le is appropriated to borh 
Natures in our Redeemer, His ſtate on Earth cor- 
reſponds with his ſtate in Heaven, He is the ol 
Son from Eternity, and the fir/f-born in 7ime £ and 
the Honour due to the eternal and divize, and to 
the temporal but ſupernatural Sonſhip, is attributed to 
Him. | 

2. To unite the glorious Titles of Creator and 
Redeemer in the ſame Perſon, The Father made Heb. 1-2. 
the world by the Sou. By this zitle he had an origi- 
al propricty in Man, which could not be extin- 
guiſht : Though we had torfeited our Right in Him, 
He did not loſe his Right in us. Our contract 
with Satan could not zwllifie it. Now 'twas conſo- 
ant that the So” ſhould be employed to recover his 
own, that the (7eator in the begining ſhould be the 
Redeemer in the fulneſs of time. 

3. Who could more fitly reſtore us to Favour, 
and the Right of Children, than the only b-gotter, 
and ozly beloved Sox, who is the ſingular and ever- 
laſting object of his Father's delights Oar relation to 
God is an imita:ion and expreſſion of Chriſts. He 
is a Son by nature, a Servant by condeſcention, we 
are Servants by Nature, and Sons by Grace and 
Favour. Our Adoption into the line of Heaven is 
by the purchaſe of his Blood. The Eternal ou 
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Rom-8.29. took fiſh, aud was made under the Law, that we might 


Heb. I +3» 


1Cor. 15422- 


Rom.5. 13, 
I9s 


Zmula ratio- 
ne recuperavit 
nes Deus, 
Tertal, 


receive the Adoption of ſons, | 

Who was more fit to repair the Image of God in 
Man, and to beautific our Natures, that were de- 
filed with Sit, than the Son whois the expreſs Image 
of” bis Fathers perſon, and brighneſs and beautyit 
ſelt - Who can better communicate the Divine 
Counſels to us, than the Erermal Word ? 

4. The Wiſdom of God appears in making the 
Remedy to. have a proporticn to the cauſe of our 
Ruine , that: as we fell in Adam our Repreſentative, 
ſo.we are raiſed by Chriſt, who is made the Head 
of our Recovery, The Apoſtle makes the compa- 
riſon between the firſt and ſecond Adams. Th-refore 
as by the offence of one Fudgment came upon all to con- 
demnation, even ſo by the righteouſneſs of one, the free 
gift came upon all men ta the juſtification of Life, For 
a by one Mans Diſobedience many were made ſinners, 
ſo by the obedience of” one many ſhall.be made righteors, 
They are conſider'd as Cauſes having the ſame re- 
ſpe to- the effects produced by them.. The effects 


are Sin and Righteouſneſs, Condemnation and Ju-_ 


{tification, As the Diſobedience of the firſt {dam 
is meritoriouſly imputed to all his zatural Poſterity, 
and brings Death upon all ; fo the Righteouſneſs of 
the ſecond is weriteriouſly- imputed to all his ſpiritual 
Progeny, to obtain lite for them. And as the 
carnal Adam by his Rebcllion made forfeiture, of. our 
original Righteouſneſs,. and derives a corrupt nature 
to all that: deſcend. from. him, So.the f7ritual hath 
by his Obedience purchaſed Divine. Grace for us, 
that being the. price without which ſo rich a. trea- 


fure as Holineſs could not be obtaind. And 


Som him there is a wal cflicacy conveighed to re- 
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new his People. The ſame Spirit of Holineſs which 
annointed our Redeemcr,:doth quicken all his race, 
that as They have born th: Image of th: earthly, they * Cor. 15-49 
may bear the: Image of the heavenly Adam. 

5. The Divize Wiſdom is vilible in the manner 
whereby our Redemption is accompliſht , that is, by 
the Humiliztion of the Sen of God. By this He 93g, qz:d- 
did counterwork the Sin of Angels and Man, Pride que eodew 
is the poiſon of every Sin, 4 in every one, the modo difſol- 
Creature prefers his pleaſure, and ſets up his Will #7, 99 
above Gods : but it was the ſpecial Sin of Adam. otras 
The Devil would have levell'd Heaven by anunpar- 
donable uſurpation; he ſaid, I will be like the Moſt 
High : and Man was infe&ted with his breath, ( you 


ſhall be like God), and became fick of the ſame Diſ- 


eaſe, Now Chriſt that by the quality of the Re- 
medy, he might cure our Diſeaſe in its ſource and 
cauſe, He applies to our pride an unſpeakable humi- 
lity. 
"Men was guilty of the higheſt Robbery in affeting 

to be equal with God, and the Eternal Son who was 

in the form of God, who was equal to Himin Ma- py. 5. 
jeſty and Authority, without Sacriledg or Uſur- 

pation, he emptied himſelf by aſſuming the Hu- 

m4nc Nature in its ſerviſe ſtate. The Word was 

made Fleſh, the meaneſt part is ſpecified, to ſig- J91n 1+ 1+ 
nifie the greatneſs of his abaſement. There is 
ſuch an 7zfinite diſtance between God and fleſh, 
that the condeſcenſion is as admirable as the con- 
trivance., So great was the malignity of our 
Pride, for the cure of which ſuch a profound Hu- 


mility was requilite, By this he deſtroyed the 1 Joh. 3.8. 
firſt work of the Devel. 


6. The Wiſdom of God appears in ordaining 
O {ſuch 


I{a-55-9- 


1: COr-123* Los us that Chriſt crucifizd was to 
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ſach coxtemp#ible, and in appearance oppoſite means, 
to accompliſh ſuch glorious effets. The Way 1s 
as. wonderiul as the Work. That Chriſt by dying 
on the Croſs, a reputed Maletactor, ſhould be made 
our eternal Rightcouſneſs, that deſcending to the 
grave, He ſhould bring up the /o# World to Life and 
Immortality, is ſo incredible to our narrow Under- 


ſtandings, that He ſaves us, and aſtoniſhes us at 
once, An\ in nothing *tis more viſible, That the 
Thoughts of God are as far above our thoughts, and his 


ways above our ways, as Heaven is above the Earth. 


'Tis a ſecret in Phyſics to compound the moſt noble 
Remedies of things deſtructive to Nature, and there- 
by make one Death victorious over-another : But 
that Eteanal Lite ſhould ſpring from Death, Glory 
from Ignominy, Blefledneſs from a Curſe, is fo 
repugnant to Humane Senle, that to render the be- 


lief of it eafie, 'twas forerold by many Propheſtes, 


that when it came to paſs, it might be lookt on as 
the efte&t of God's erernal. Counſel, The Apoſtl: 


block, and to the Gentiles fooliſhneſs. The grand So- 
phies of the world eſteemed it abfurd and unreaſona- 
ble to believe, that He who was expoſed to Suffer. 


z2gs5 could ſave others, but thoſe who are Called dif. 


cover. that the DoFrine of Salvation by the Croſs of 
Chriſt, which the world counted folly, is the great 
Wiſdome of God, and moſt convenient for his exd, 
A double reaſon is given of this method, 

I, Becauſe the Hezther world did not find and 
own God in the wy of Nature, For after That iz 


1:.Cor.1-21.the Wiſdome of God the World by Wiſdome knew mot 


Goa, it pteaſed God by the fooliſhneſs of preaching to ſave. 
them that be8eve, The frame of the World 1s called. 


the. 


the Fews a ſtumbling 


in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption, 
the Wiſdom of God; the name of ,the Cauſe is given 
to the Lffed, 1 regard the Divine Wiſdom is ſo 
clearly diſcovered there, as if it had taken a viſible 
form, and had p:eſented it ſelf to the view of -Men. 
But thoſe who profeſſed themſelves wiſe, did not ac- 


knowledg the Creator: For ſome conceited the Rom. 1. 22. 


World to be eterzal, others that it was the produ& 
of chance, and became guilty of the moſt abſolute 
contradiction to Reaſon, For who can belicve that 
one who is b/:zd from his birth, and by conſequence 
perfectly ignorant of all Colours, and of the Art of 
Painting, ſhould take a bundle of Percils into his 
Hand, and dipping them in Colours mixt and cor- 
rupted, pazzt a great Battel with that perfection in 
the deſig, propriety in the co/oars, diſtinCtion in the 
habits and conuntcnarces, as if it were not repreſen- 
ted but preſent to the Spziarors, Who ever ſaw 
a Temple, or Palace, or any regular Building, ſpring 
from the ſfozy bowels of a Mountain ? 

Yet ſome famous Philoſophers became thus vain 
in their imaginations, fancying that the World pro- 
ceeded from the caſual concourſe of Aromes, And 
the reſt of them neglected to know God ſo far as they 
might, and to honour him ſo far as they knew. 
They debaſed the Deity by unworthy conceptions of 
his Nature, and by performing ſuch acts of Wor- 
ſhip, as were not fit for a rat/ona/ Spirit to offer, 
nor for the pure Majeſty of Heaven to receive, Be- 
ſides, they aſcribed his Name, Attributes and 
Honour to Creatures ; not only the Lights of Hea- 
ven, and the ſecret Powers which they ſuppoſed did 
govern them, not only Kings, and Great Men, who 
were by their Authority raiſed above others, but 
the moſt deſpicable things in nature, Beaſts .and 
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Birds were the objects of their Adoration, They 
changed the Glory of the uncorruptible God, into an 
image made like to a corrupfitle man, and to birds, and 


four-footed beaſts, and creeping things, A Sin fo foul, 


that it betrayed them to brut;/9 Blindneſs, and to the 
moſt infamous Luſts, natural and uzratural., Now 
ſince the moſt clear and open diſcovery of Gods Wif- 
dow was ineffectual to reclaim the World; He was 
pleaſcd to change his »ethod, They negleted Him 


appearing in his Majeſly, and he now comes cloathed 


with Ifirmities: And tince by natural light they 
would not ſee Gol the Creator, He-is izperceptible 
to the light of Nature as. Redecmer : The diſcovery 
of Him depends on reve/atiov. The Wiſdom of 
God in making the World is evident to every Eye, 
but in the Goſpel *tis Wiſdome in a Myſtery, The 
Deity was conſpicuous in the Creation, but conceal'd 
under a vail of Fleſh when he wrought our Redempr-- 
on, He was more calily diſcover d when izvi{ible, 
than when viſible :. He created the World by Power, 
but reſtor'd-it by Suferings. | bs. 

2. That the Honour ot all might ſolely redound 
to him ; God hath choſen the fooliſh things of the 
World to confound the wiſe, and th: weak things of the 
IVorld to confound the things that are mighty, and baſe 
things of the World, and things» hich are deſpiſed God 
hath choſen; yea, and things: that are not , to brin 
to nought things that are, that no fleſh ſhould glory 
in hu prefence. Thus Moſes, the Redeemer of Iſrael, 
was an Infant expo'ed to the mercy of the Waters, 
drawn forth from an Ark of Buk-ruſhes, and not 
employed whilſt he lived: in the ſplendour. of the 
Court,, but when Banitht- as a Criminal, and de- 
priv'd. of. a!l power= And our Redeemer took nor 


ON. 
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on him the Nature of Angels, equal to Satan in 
power, but took part of fleſh and bluod, the more ig- 
nally to triumph over that proad Spirit in the Hu- 
mane Nature which was inferiour to his, and had 
been vanquiltht by him in Paradiſe. Therefore he 
did not immediately exerciſe Omnipotent power to - 
deſtroy him, but manag'd our weakneſs and-infirmi- 
ty to foil the roaring Lyon. He did not enter into 
the Combat in the glory of his Deity, but diſguis'd p.,; nA 
under the Humane Nature, which was ſubject to /#«,/ed hatirw 
Mortality. And thus the Devil is overcome in the 77#/* 225, 
ſame manner as he firſt got the Victory : for as the & exrorquens 
whole race of Man was Captivated by him in Ada — uf 
their Repreſencative, ſo Believers are viRtorious over peraxs lege 
him as the Tempter and Tormentor, by the Con- {###74> Pau- 
queſt that Chriſt their Repreſentative obtain'd in the 
Wilderneſs, and on the Croſs, And as our ruine 
was effected by the ſubtilty of Satan, fo our recove- 
ry is wrought by the wiſdom of God, who takes 
the wiſe in their own-craftineſs, The Devil excited 1 Cor. 1. 
Fudas by avarice, the Fews by malice, and P:/ate 
trom reaſon of State, to accomplith the death of 
Chriſt, and he then ſeemed to be Victorious ; now 
what was more. honourable to the Prince of our Sal- 
vation; than the turning the Enemies point upon his 
own breaſt, and by dyizg to overcom? him that had the yy, , 11. 
power of Death, This was ſignified in the firſt pro- 
miſe of the Goſpel, where the Salvation of Man is 
inclos'd in the curſe of the Serpent, that is the De- 
vil cloathed with that figure, I: ſhall bruiſe thy Head, Gen-3+ 15. 
and thou ſhalt bruiſe his Heel, That is, The Sox of 
God ſhould by Suffering in our Fl4h, overcome the 
Enemy of Mankind, and reſcue innumerable 
Captives from his Tyravzy : Here the Events os 
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moſt contrary to the probability of their Cazſe. 
And what is more worthy of God, than 'to obtain 
his ends in ſuch a manner, as the Glory of all may 
be 7x ſolidum aſcribed to Him. | 

7. The Divize Wiſdom appears in laying the 
deſign of the Goſpel in ſuch a manner, as to pro- 
vide for the coxefort, and promote the ho/ixeſs of 
Man. This is Gods fizzature upon all h-averty 
Docrines, which diſtinguiſhes them from carnal 
loventions, they have adirect zexdezcy to promote 
his Glory, and the real bezcfit of the rational Crea- 
ture: Thus the way of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, is 
moſt fit.as to recoxcile God to Man by ſecuring iis 
Honour, ſo to recoxcile Man to God by cncouraging 
his Hope. *Till this be effected, he can never be 
happy in communioz with God: For that is noti:ing 
elſe but the reciprocal exerciſe of Love between God 
and the Soul, Now nothing can repreſent God as 
amiable to a guilty Creature, but his inclination 
to Pardon, Whilſt there are apprehenſions of iz- 
exorable Severity, there will be hard thoughts burn- 
ing in the Breaſt againſt God : Till the Soul is re- 
leaſed from terrors it can never truly love him, To 
extinguiſh our Hatred, He muſt conquer our Fears, 
and this He hath done by giving us the moſt un- 
doubted and convincing Evidence of his Aﬀecti- 
ons. 

1. By contracting the moſt intimate alliance with 
Mankind. In this God is not only lovely, but Love ; 
and his Love 1s not only viſible to our Underſtan- 
dings, but to our Senſes: The Drvive Nature in 
Chriſt is joyned.to the Humanz, in an union that is 
not z7ypical or 7emporary, bvt rea! and permanent. 


The Word was made Fleſh, And is him dwclls the 
| Fulneſs 
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Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily, Now as Love is an 


Aﬀettion of #710z , ſo the ſtricteſt Univa is an Evi- 


dence of ' the greateſt Love, The Son of God took 
the Seed of Abraham ,' the origizal ciement of our 
Nature, that our zztereſt in him might be more clear 
and certain, He ſtoopd from the height of his 
Glory to our low imbraces, that we might with 
more confidence lay hold on his Mercy. 


2. By providing compleat Satfa71on to offended 
Fuſtice, The guilty convinced Creature is reſtleſs, 


and inquiſitive after a way to eſcape the wrath to come. 


For being under the apprehenſion that God is an in- 
cenſed Judge, 'tis very ſenſible of the greatneſs and 
nearneſs of the danger, there being nothing between 
it and eternal Torments, but a thin vail of fleſh, 
Now God hath prepared ſuch a Satisfaction as e- 
quals the guilt of Sin, and fully repairs the honour 
of the Law,, in the precious Death of his only be- 
gotten Son, ſo that he is juſtly merciful , and diſ- 
penſes Pardon to'all penitent Believers to the Glory 
of his Righteouſneſs ; He hath ſet forth his Son to be 


a Propitiation through Faith in his Blood,to declare his Rom, 3. 25 


Righteouſnefi, that he \might be juſt, and the Fuſtificr 
of him who believeth in Feſus. And what ſtronger 
Security ean be given, that. God is ready to wi 
Man, upon his accepting the terms of the Goſpel, 
than the giving his Son to be our Atonement 2 If the 
Stream {well ſo. high as to- overflow the Banks, will 
it ſtopin- a deſcending Valley 2? Hath He with ſo 


dear an expence ſatisfied. his Juſtice, and will he de- 
ny his Mercy to relenting and returning Sinners 
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This Argument is powerful enough to overcome the 
moſt obſtinate Infidelity, 
3. By the unſpeakable Gift of his Son, he aſſures 
our hopes of Heaven, which is a Rewafd ſo great 
and Glorious, that our guilty Hearts are apt to ſuf- 


pect we ſhall never cnjoy it. Weare ſecure of his 
Faithfulneſs, having his ifallib/e Promiſe, and of 
his Goodneſs, having *ſuch a:P/eds in our hands. 
As the Apoſtle argues, If he hath given us his Son, 
will he not with him give us all things? Wall he give | 
us the Tree of Lite, and not permit us to eat-of the 
Fruit of it ? Is it conceivable that having laid the 
Foundation of our happineſs in the Death of his Son, 
an A& to which his tender Aﬀection ſeem'd ſo repug- 
ant, that he will not perform the reſt, which he can 
do by the meer ſignification of his Will? *Tis an 
excellent encouragement St. Auſtiz propounds from 
hencez Securus effo accepturum te vitam ipſins, qui 
pignus habes mortis ipſins, &c. Be aſlured thou ſhalt 
partake of his Life, who haſt the Pledg of it in his 
Death. He hath "performed more than he pro- 
miſed. *Tis more incredible that the Ezernal ſhould 
die, than that a »zortal Ereature ſhould live for ever. 
In ſhort, Since no mvrtal Eye can diſcover the 
heavenly Glory, to convince us of the reality of the 
znviſible ſtate, and to ſupport our. departing Souls 


- Intheir paſſage chrough the datk and terrible Valley, 


our Saviour roſe from the Grave, aſcended in our 
Nature to Heaven, and is the Model of our Happi- 


neſs: Heis at the right-hand of God to diſpenſe 


Life and Immortality to all that believe on 'Him. 
And what can be ..more comfortable to-us, than the 
aſſurance of that Bleſſedneſs ; which as it ec/rpſes 

nn Bs 


»- 
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all the glory of the World; fo it makes Death it ſelf 


deſirable in order to the enjaymentof it.- 


"2442: As'the Comfort; 1o' the:Holineſs- of Man is 


- moſt promoted /in this'way of ourRedemprion,. Sup- 
poſe we had been Tecovered uporr eaſter terms, the 
evil of 'Sin would haveibeer-lefientd in our eſteem. 
Weare/aptto'judg-of.rhe danger-of a Diſeaſe from 
the difficalty of its Cure. '- Huxger is reputed a 
'Fmall trouble, (although if it be _not ſatisfied 'twill 
prove deadly) becauſe a ſmall-price - will- procure 
"what may remove it. And the Mercy. that ſaves-us, 
"had-notappearedſo great,” |He thar falls into a Pr, 
"2nd 'is drawn forth by an eafie pull of the Hand, 
foth not think himſelf greatly obliged to the perſon 
thathelpt him, though if he had remained there he 
muſt have perith'd. But when the Son of God hath 
ſuffered for vs,” more- than ever one Friend ſuffered 
*for *anotker, 'or a Father for a Son, or than the 
ſtrensth and patience of an Angel could endure ; 
"Who would not be ſtruck with horrour at the 
thoughts ' of that Poiſon which required ſuch a 
- dreadful" Cure: ' And: the benefit we receive in ſo 
coſtly *a'way, isJuſtly magnified by us. Now what 
'E8 more apt to inflame our love to God, than the 
admirable expreſſion of his Love to us, in that with 
"the moſt precious Blood he ranſom'd us from Hell 2 
'How doth'it endear Obedience, that God hath ſa- 
erificed his Son, to keep us from acts of hoſtility. 
- So that the Grace of the Goſpel is ſo far from in- 
* dulging Sin, that it gives the moſt deadly wound to 
it, Eſpecially when the #ezoar of the zew Cove- 
nant is,” :That' the Condemned Creature, in-order 
'to-receiving/Pardon, and the Benefits that are pur- 
chaſed, muſt receive the Bcnefa&tor with the moſt 
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intire conſent for his Prince and Saviour. The 
Law of Faith requires us to ſubmit to his Scepter, as 
well as to depend upon his Sacrifice, The Goſpel 
is a: conditional A# of Oblivion, that none may 
venture to {in upon confidence of Pardon. 
And lince the occaſion of the Fall was from a con- 
ceit that Man could better his eitace by complying 
with the Tempter, and obtain a more deſirable 
Happineſs in the Creature, than in the Favour of 
God: his Recovery is by revealing to him wherein. 
true Bleſſ:dneſs conſiſts; and giving him an afſu- 
rance that he may obtain it,, Fer Man will never 
ſubje&- himſelf-ro God as his Higheſt Lord, till he 
looks on him as his laſt End, and Soveraign Good, 
Now the. Goſpel offers to us the moſt effectual 
means, to convince Man. of the folly of his choice, . 
in making the. Creature his.Happineſs,. For the 
Son. of God who. was Heir of all things when He 
came into the world, was in the. perpetual exerciſe 
of Selt- denial; He lived a deſpiſed Life, anddied. 
an ignominious Death, to diſcover to us, That as 
the miſcries of this Life can't make us miſerable, ſo: 
the good things of it can't make us happy, Belides, 
how is it poſlible that the- wretched enjoyment of 
this World, ſhould be the Bleſſedneſs for which He 
ſpent his Sweat, his Tears, his Blood, The rich 
price he laid down doth moſt powerfully convince 
us, That our Felicity is infinitely more valuable 
than all earthly things, and can be noleſs than the 
fruition of God himſelf, Thus the Divine Wiſ-- 
dom hath ſo. ordered the way of our Salvation, that- 
as Mercy and Juſtice in God,fo Holineſs and Com- 
fort may be periealy united in the reaſonable Crea- - 
ture. . 
CHADP.. 


in the Contrivance of Mans Red:mption, 107 


CHAP. VL 


Prattical Inferences, A ſuperlative degree of Praiſe 
and Thankfulneſs due to God for the revelation of the 
Goſpel. Tis not diſcovered by the Creation. *Tis 
above the reach of Natural Reaſon. The Heathen 
World is intirely ignorant of it. Tis pure Grace 
that diſtinguiſhes one Nation from another, in ſend- 
ing the Goſpel. Evangelical Knowledg deſerves 
onr moſt ſerious ſtudy, The Goſpel exceeds all con- 
templative azd practick Scrences,” Contemplative 
in the greatneſs of its obje&, and the certainty of 
its principle. Practick iz the excellency of its End, 
and the efficacy of the Means, 


I, WE a Superlative degree of Praiſe and 
Thankfulneſs is due to God, for revealing 
his eternal and compaſſionate Counſel in order.to 
our Salvation, The Fall of Man was ſowounding 
and deadly, that only an Izfizite Underſtanding 
could find out the means for his Recovery. And if 
that Mercy which mov d the Lord to ordain the Re- 
medy, had not diſcover'd it, a thick cloud of Deſpair 
had cover d Mankind, being for ever unable to con- 
ceive the way of our Redemption. 'Tis a Myſtery 
which eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor bath entred 1 Cor. 2. 
into the heart of man to conceive, All Humane Know- 
ledg is acquir'd by two ſorts of Faculties; the exter- 
ual and internal. Of the firſt, Sight and Hearing 
are the moſt ſpiritual, and convey the knowledge 
of the moſt worthy obje&ts. They are the Sexſes 


of Diſcipline, the other 7hree are iz2merſi in matrer, 
| SEE 2 and 


Rom: 1,20. 


.* 
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'and are incapable to make ſuch clear diſcoveries, 


Beſides thoſe impreſſions that are made on. the ſen- 
ſes, we may form ſome Ideas in the imagination 
upon which the mind refleting may argue and dif 
courſe : Thus far the light and vigour of the un- 
derſtandins can only go. So that: the Apoſtle de- 


clares that the whole plot of the Goſpel was without 


the compaſs of our moſt ſearching faculties : this will 
be evident by conſtdering, es 

1. There was no diſcovery of it in the Creatien : 
the Voice of the Heavens inftru&t us concerning the 
being of God, but not in the ſecrets of his Will, 
The ceconomy of Mans Redemp:ion is the merciful 


deſign of God, which hath no connection with the 


exiſtence of the creatures, but depends « nly upon his 


good pleaſure, "Tis as impoſſible to read the Divine 
Decrees in the Volume of the World;as for. the. eye 
to diſcover a ſound. which hath neither Figure; Co- 
lour, nor viſible motion. Beſides, the Glorious Na- 
ture of God in three Perſons, which is the foundation. 
of this Myſterious Mercy, is not made known by the 
viſible frame of the Univerſe. 'Tis true-in all Exter- 
nal Works the three Perſons are equally concerned: 
being of one Eſſence, they are of one Efficacy, and 
the Eſſential perfections of the Deity as they concur, 
ſo they are evident in the production of all things. 
The firſt motive is Goodneſs, that which orders and 
directs 1s Wiſdom: that which executes: is Power, 
And the ſeveral ranks of Creatures,according to their 
ſtate, refle&t an honour-on their Author. Things 
endued with life, declare him to be the fountain of 
Life, and intelle&ual creatures repreſent him to be 
the Father of Lights. But the perſonal being as. 
Perſonal, operating noching out of the Divine Na- 


ture, 
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ture, there is no reſemblance. in the World that ex- 

preſſes the Diſtincion, Propriety, and Singularity of 

the Perſons, ſo as to diſcover them to the humane un- 
derſtanding. Thoſe deeper Myſteries of the Deity are 

only made known by the Word of God. 

2. Tis above- the ſtram and reach of natural 

Reaſon to attain to the knowledge of it. There are 

ſeminal ſparks of the Law 7» the heart of May, ſome Rom 2: 15: 
common principles of Picty, Juſtice, and Charity, 
without which the World would ſoon disband, and 

fall into confuſion ; but there is not the leaſt pre- 
ſumption or conjecture of the contrivance of the Go- 

ſpel. Though miſery ſharpens the mind, and makes 

it more ingenious to find out wayes of Deliver- 

ance, yet here Reaſon was utterly at a loſs. How 

could it ever enter into the thoughts of the Iſraelites 

that by erecting a Brazen Serpent on a Pole, and 
looking towards it, the wounds made by the Fiery 
Serpents ſhould be healed. And how could guilty 

Man find out a way to ſatisfie Infinite Juſtice by the: 
Sufferings of a Mediator, and to hea the wounded 

ſpirit by belicving on him. The moſt inquiring Rea-. 

ſon, could never have thought of the Wonders of the 
Incarnation, that a Virgin. ſhould conceive, and 

a God be born, nor of the Death of. the Prince. 

of Life, and the Reſvrrection, and Aſcenſion of the 
Lordof Glory. We may ſee how impoſlible it is for - 

the natural underſtanding to diſcover the myſtery of 
Redemption, when thoſe that had the higheſt repu- 

tation for wiſdom were. ignorant of the Creation. 

The Philoſophers were divided in nothing more, then Zc:lims inter 
in their. account of the Worlds Original, Some __ 
imagin ditto proceed from Water, others from Fire , 2hlo/phe: 


tome from Order, others from Confuſion ; ſome to 777%" 5 
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be from Eternity, others in Time, If the Souls eye 
be ſo weakned as not to ſee that Eternal Power, 
which is ſo apparent in its effe&ts,much leſs could it 
pierceinto the Will,and free determinations of God, 
of which there is not the leaſt intimation or ſhadow in 
the things that are made. This Wiſdom comes from 
Rom-16-25- above and was hidden from Ages, and Generations. 
Epheſ-3-4+ *Tis called the Myſtery of' Chriſt ; he is the Obje&, 
x Tim: 3; o. and Revealer of it. The Myftery of Faith, the diſco- 
very of which was by pure Revelation, The Myſe- 
Epheſ-1-9+ ry of his Will, an inviolable Secret till he was pleaſed 
to make it known, Were the humane underſtandin 
as clear as 'tis corrupt, yet it cannot by the ſtren þ 
of diſcourſe arrive to the knowledge of it. Super- 
natural Revelation was neceſſary to diſcover it to 
the Angels. The thoughts of Men are a ſecret, into 
which the Creator alone hath right to enter, it being 
3% his prerogative to ſearchthe heart. 

The Angels conjecture only, from the diſpoſitions 
of Men, from outward circumſtances, from the 
Images in the Fancy, and from material impreſſions 
on the Blood and Spirits, what are the thoughts of 
the Heart : and much leſs can they diſcover the 

Ephcf-3-10- Counſel of God himſelf, The Apoſtle tells us ro 
Principalitics and Powers in h:avenly places, by the 
Church the manifol4 Wiſdom of -God is male known. By 
the firſt coming of Chriſt, and the converſion of the 
World, the depths of the Divine Wiſdom were 
opened, and there remains much undiſcover'd, which 
his ſecond coming ſhall :gloriouſly -make known. 
Before the firſt they underſtood not the foundation, 
til the ſecond not 'the perfeQtion of our recovery. 
1 COr,2-10« Briefly, the Spirit that ſearches the myſterious Co unſels 
ef Goa, 'is the alone Intelligencer of .Heayen, that 
reveals 
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reveals them to the world, And the more to in- 
cite us with ſincere and humble Thankfulneſs to 
acknowleds this invaluable Mercy, it will be uſeful 
to reflect on the ſtate of the Heathen world, who are 
intirely ignorant of this Myſtery. 

The Apoſtle deſcribes the caſe of the Geztiles in 
ſuch terms as argue it to be extreamly dangerous, if 
not deſperate, Their underſtandings were darkened, 
being alienated from the life of God, through the igne- 
rance that is in them, They were without Ghriſt, aliens 
from the Common-wealth of Iſrazl, ſtrangers from the 


Covenant of the Promiſe, without hope, They had no 
ſenſe of their miſery, no expe&ation, nor deſire of. 


Mercy. Not only. the barbarous and ſavage, but 


the poliſht and civiliz'd Nations are called &,%or, 
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being without the knowledg of the true God, and 'of 


a Saviour, Philoſophy never made one Believer. And. 


as the want of a Sovereign Remedy expoſes a man 


that hath a »zortal Diſeaſe to certain ruin ; ſo the. 


ſingle Ignoratice.of the Goſpel leaves men in a ſtate 


of Perdition. *Tis true, where the Faculties are 


not capable, or the Obje& 1s not revealed, God doth 
not impute the want of Knowledg as a crime. But 


Salvation is ob:ain'd only by the Covenant of Grace, 
which is founded in- the Satisfaction: of the Re-. 


deemer. And 'tis by the knowledg of him that he 1fa. 5.11. 


Juſtifies manys God would have all. men ſaved by 


coming to the knowledg of the Truth,” that is the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel, ſo. called in reſpe& of its 
excellency, being the moſt profitable that ever was 


reveal'd. The Infants of Believers are ſay'd by ſpecial 
Priviledg,for the merits of Chriſt, without any appre- . 


I Tim. 2.4» 


henfion of him... But others who are come to the uſe 
of Reaſon, and made. partakers of Bleſſedneſs by the. 


Kknows-- 
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Knowledg of God in Chriſt, This is Lyfe eternal, to 


know thee to be the only true God, and F:ſus (hrift, 
whom thou haſt ſent, The Sun quickens ſome crea- 
tures by its v2tal Influences, which are buried in the 
caves of the Earth, and never ſee the Light. But 
the Sur of Righteouſneſs illuminates all whom he 
ſaves. What degreeof Knowledg is neceſſary of 
the Dignity of his Perſon, and the Efficacy 
of his Mediation, 1 cannot 'deterinine ; But that 
the Heathens, who are abſolutely ſtrangers ro the 
.only means of our recovery, and do not believe 


.on God reconciled in the Son of his Love, ſhould 


-partake of Saving Mercy ; I do not ſee any thing 
an tle Goſpel (which is the revelation of God's Will 


-conceraing our Salvation) upon which to build a 


rational Hope, Indeed if any Heathen were ſeri- 
ouſly penitent, God is ſo merciful, that He would 
rather diſpatch an Angel from Heaven, ſaying, 
Deliver him from going down into the pit, I have 


Found a ranſome, or by ſome other extraordinary 


way inſtruct him in the neceflary knowledg of our 
Saviour, than ſuffer him to periſh to the prejudice 
of his Mercy. But Repentance as well as Forgive- 
neſs is purchaſed 8& diſpenced alone by our Saviour. 
And that any received this benefit, who are intirely 
ignorant of the Benefactor we cannot tell, Now 
this ſhould raiſe- our eſtcem of the diſcriminating 
favour of God tous. pee "oD. 

What a flood of Errors and Miſeries cover d the 
Earth, when the Grace of 'God that brings Salvation 
firſt appeared, The Deluge was univerſal, and fo 
was the Deſtruction. Thoſe that were moſt re- 
nowned for. Wiſdom, the Philoſophers of Greece, 
and. the Orators of Roxze, were ſwallowed up, only 


the 
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'the Church of Chriſt is triumphant over the mer- 

cileſs waters, When Noah from the -top of the 

Mountain ſaw the ſad remains of that dreadful Inun- 

dation, what a lively ſenſe of Joy poſleſt his breaſt ? 

As Miſery is heightened, ſo Happineſs 1s ſer off by ,, ,..., 

compariſon : Not that there iS any regular Content --» wiſe too 

to ſee the deſtruction of others ; but the ſenſe of our "© 

own preſervation from a common ruine, raiſes our vez 9u;s ve- 

joy to its higheſt elevation. The frf# work of Noah *77 24er- 

after his deliverance was to build an Altar on which 0 pee oY 

to offer the Sacrifices of Thanſpiving to his Pre- 549»itw iſe | 

ſerver. We ſhould imitate his Example. _ NN 
How many Nations unknown to our world remiin /**v* /, Lu- 

in the Darkneſs, and Shadow of Death, now the MY ge, 

Day-ſpring from on High hath viſited us. This 

ſpecial Favour calls for ſpecial Thankfulneſs. Were 

there any qualities in us to encline God to prefer 

us before others, it would lefſen our eſteem of the 

Benefit. But this diſtinguiſhing Mercy is one of 

thoſe free Acts of God, for which there is no reaſon 

in the objets on which they are exerciſed. St. 4#- Quare ergo 

fin calls it, Profundum Cruces. As the loweſt part !!, Forum cR, 

of the Croſs is under ground unſcen, - but the upper 7 Nw 

part is expoſed to fight : So the effec?s of Divine me Piget di- 

Pradelbem ts : | | PTREED hoc eſt 
redeſtization, the fruits of the Croſs, are viſible, profundum 

but the Reaſons are not within our-view. When <1, 

God divided the world, and choſe Iſrael for his Heri- nx ry 

tage to receive the Promiſe of the Meſjah, and left pxflum, 

the reſt in thick and diſconſolate darkneſs, there Jduthone 

was no apparent cauſe of this inequality ; for they 10 poſſum, 

all ſprang from the ſame corrupt root, and equally - roy Brag 

deſerv'd a final rejection, There was no ſingular 212 wa 

good in them, nor tranſcendent evil in others. The Deer as 


unaccountable Pleaſure of God was the ſole motive /*. Serw,z, 
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of the different Diſpenſation.. Our Saviour breaks: 
r uke forth in an extaſie of. Joy, I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, that thou haſt hid theſe 
things from the wiſe & prudent,and revealed them unto 
babes; even ſo Father. for ſo it ſeemed yood in thy fight, 
Mat.13-11,. 'Tis the Prcrogative of. God to reveal the ſecrets of 
the Kingdom to whom. he pleaſes.. *Tis an ai# of | 
pure Grace, putting a. difference between one Na- | 
tion and another, with the ſame liberty, as in the | 
Creation of the ſame indigeſted matter He form'd | 
the Earth, the dregs of the Univerſe, and the Sun I 
and Stars the ornaments of the Heavens, and the 
glory of the viſible World,.. How can we refle& on. 
I | our Spiritual Obligations to Divine Grace wichout a 
if rapture of Soul The corruption of Nature was 
l univerſal, our. Ignorance as perverſe, and our Man-. 
ners as profane as of. other Nations, and we had 
been condemn'd to an eternal Night, if the Light 
of Life had not graciouſly ſthin'd upon us, This 
ſhould warm our hearts in afte&tionate acknowledg- 
Col.1.26,27 Pents to God, Who hath mrade known. to us the riches of 
the.glory of this myſtery among5t the Gentiles; and with 
that revelation the canconutant power of the Spirit, 
to tranſlate-us from the kingdom of darkneſs into the 
Kingdom of his dear Son.It the Publication of the Law 
ll by the Miniſtry of Angels to the Iſraelites were ſuch 
Wl a Priviledg that 'tis reckon'd their peculiar Treaſure.:. 
( Pſal.147- He hath ſhewed his Statutes unto I{rael; He hath not” 


I. 19,20. dealt ſo. with any Nation.; What is the revelation of 
"| the Goſpel by the Son of God Himſelf? Por al- 
i though the Law 1s obſcured and defaced ſince the 
| Fall, yet there are.ſome ingratted Notions of it in 
I *the humane Nature, but therc is not the leaſt ſuſpi- 


tion of the Goſpel... The Law diſcovers our Miſe-. 
ry,. 
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ry, but the Goſpel alone ſhews the way to be deli- 
vercd from it, 1f an Advantage ſo great and ſo pre- 
cious doth not rouch our hearts ; and in poſſeſſing 
it with joy, we are not ſenſible of the engagements 
the Father of Mercies hath laid upon us, we ſhall 
be the ungratefulleſt wretches in the world, 

2. This incomprehenſible Myſtery is worthy of 
our moſt ſerious thoughts and ſtudy, that we may 
arrive to a fuller knowledge of it. And to- incite 
us, it will be fit to conſider thoſe excellencies, which 
will render it moſt deſirable. Knowledge is a 
quality ſo eminent, that it truly enobles one Spirit 
above another, As Reaſon is the ſingular Ornament 


ofthe humane Nature, whereby it excels the Bruits., 


ſo in proportion Knowledge, which is the perfection 
of the Underſtanding, raiſes thoſe who are poſleſ- 
ſors of it, above others that want it. The Teſtimony 
of Soldmon confirms this, Then I ſaw that Wiſdom ex- 


cells Folly as far as Light excelleth Darkneſs. Andac- 


cording to the nature and quality of the Knowledge, 


ſuch is the advantage it brings to us, Now the Do- 


&rine of the Goſpel excels the moſt noble Sciences, 
as well contemplative as praQick : it ex:els the con- 
templative in rhe ſublimity of the objec; and 4n the 
certainty of its Principle, 

x, In the ſublimity and greatneſs of the Objet : 
and it isno leſs then the higheſt deſign of the eter- 


nal Wiſdom, the moſt glorious work of the great 


God, In the Creation his foot-ſteps appear, in our 


Redeniption his Image: In the Law his Juſtice and 


Ld 


Holineſs, but in the Goſpel all his Perfetions ſhine 
forth in their brighteſt luſter, The bare theory of this 
inriches the mind, and the contemplation of ir affects 
the Soul, that 13'converſant abour it, with the higheſt 
admiration and che moſt ſincere and laſting delight. 
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1. It affe&s the Sou! with the higheſt admirati- 


on. The ſtrongeſt Spirits cannot comprehend its 
juſt greatneſs : the underſtanding ſinks under the 
weight of Glory. The Apoſtle who had ſeen the light 


habeat futura of Heaven, and had ſuch knowledg as never any 


uſui, quam 
quod homines 
magnifticent!a 


ſua detinet,nec 


mercede { d 
miraculo coli- 
tur, Sexec, 


I Pet. 1.12, - 


Pla+»12 6+ I, 


I Pet. 2, 9. " 


man before; yet upon conſidering one. part of the 
Divine Wiſdom, breaks forth in aſtoniſhment, Oh 


the depth of the riches of the Wiſdom and Knowledg of 
God ! how unſearchable are his Decrees, and his waies 
paſt finding out !* *Tis fit when we. have ſpent the. 
ſtrength of- our minds in the conſideration of this | 
excelling obje&, and are at'the end of.our ſubtilty, 


to ſupply the defects of our Underftandings with - 
Admiration. As the Pſa/mif expreſſes himſelf, . 
Lord, how. wonderful are thy thoughts to us-ward !' 


The Angels adore this glorious Myſtery with an 


humble Reverence. . The admiration that is cauſed 
by it, is a,principal delight of. the Mind: 'Tis true, - 


the wonder that proceeds from Ignorance (when the 


cauſe of. ſome viſible. .effe&t is not known) is the- 
imperfettion and torment of the ſpirit,but that which. 
_ ariſeth from the knowledg of thoſe things which are- 


moſt above our: conception and our hope, is the 
higheſt advancement of our Minds, and brings the 


oreatelt ſatisfaftion to the Soul. . Now the- contrt- 


vance of our Redemption, was infinitely above the 


flight of Reaſon, and our. expectation. When the 
Lord. turned the captivity of Sion, they were as in 4- 


dream: The way of accompliſhing it was ſo incre- 


dible, that it ſeem'd rather the picture of Fancy, . 
than a real Deliverance... And there is far. greater- 
reaſon that the. reſcuing of 'us from the Powers of - 


Hell, and the reſtoring us to Liberty and Glory by 
Chrift, ſhould 'raiſe our wonder. * 


The Goſpel is called « marvellous Light, upon the - 
account. 
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account” of the objects it diſcovers, But ſuch a 
perverſe judgment is in men, that they negle& thoſe 
things which deſerve the higheſt admiration, and 
ſpend their wonder on meaner things, Art is more 
admir'd than Nature : a counterfeit Eye of Chriſtal, 

- which hath neither ſight nor motion, than the living 
Eye, fhe Sun of the little world, that dire&s the 
whole Man.. And the effects of Nature are more 
admir'd, than the ſublime and upernatural works 
of Grace, Yet theſe infinitely exceed the other. 
The World is the work .of Gods hand, but the Go- 
ſpel is his plot; and the- chiefeſt of all his waies. . 
What a combination of Wonders is there in the. 
great Myſtery of Godlineſs * That He who fills 
Heaven and Earth ſhould be confin'd to the Virgins 
Womb; - that Life ſhould die, and being dead revives 
that Mercy ſhould criumph without 'any diſparage- *» 
ment to Juſtice : theſe are Miracles that : tranſcend 
all that is done in Nature. | 

And this appears by the. judgment of God him- 
ſelf, who :beſt knows the excellency of his own: 
works, For whereas-upon the finiſhing the firſt . 
Creation, he ordain'd the Seventh Day, that -rea-- 
ſonable Creatures might more ſolemnly aſcribe to 
him the Glory of. his Attributes, which are-viſible- 
in the things that are made ; he hath'upon the com- - 
pleating our Redemtion, by the rifing of Chriſt from - 
the Dead, made the Firſf-Day Sacred for his Ser- 
vice and Praiſe, there being tlie cleareſt illuſtration 
of his PerfeQions in. that Bleſſed 'Work... God is - 
mare pleaſed in the contemplation of: the zew World, 
than of the od,” The latter by its extraordinary 
Magnificence hath leſſen'd the Ugnity of the former, . 
as the greater Light obſcures the leſs, Ts I : 

, ab" &# ” 
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Plal.9 2. 5,6» 


Col.2, 
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Sabbath is changed into the Lords-Day. And what a 
Juſt reproach is it to Man that he ſhould be inob- 
ſervant and unaffe&ed with this glorious Mercy, 
wherein he may alwaies find new cauſe of Aqdmira- 
tion. O Lord, how great are thy Works! and thy 
Thoughts how deep ! a brutiſh man knoweth wot, neither 
doth a fool underſtand this, The admiring of any 
other thing in compariſon of this Myſtery, is the 
effect of Inconfideration, or Infidelity. 

2. It produces the moſt ſincere and laſting plea- 
ſure. As the taſte 1s to meat, to allure us to Pa for 
the ſupport of our bodies; that is delight to Know- 
ledge, to excite the mind to ſeek after it. But its 
vaſt capacity can never be ſatisfied with the know- 
ledge of .inferior things. The pleaſure is more in 
the acquiſition, than in the poſſeſſion of it. For the 
mind is diverted inthe ſearch, bur having attained to 


that knowledge which cannot fill the rational appe- - 


tite, *tis diſguſted with the fruits of its travel, and 
ſeeks ſome other object to relieve its langour, From 
hence it is, that variety is the ſpring of delight, and 
pleaſure is the product of novelty, We find the plea- 
ſure of the firſt taſte in learning ſomething ney, is 
alwaycs moſt ſenſible, The moſt elegant compoſiti- 
ons, and excellent diſcourſes, which raviſht at the 
firſt reading, yet repeated often are nauſeous and 
irkſome. The exerciſe of the mind on an objec fully 
known,is unprofitable, and therefore tedious : where- 
as by turning the thoughts on ſomething elſe, it ma 

acquire new knowledge. But the Apoſtle tells us 
that the Myſtery of our Redemption contains all the 
Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, to intimate 
their excellence, and abundance : the nxſearchable 
rich:s of Grace,are laid up init, There is infinite va- 
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in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption. 
riety and perpetual matter for the inquiry of the moſt 
exccllent underſtanding : no created reaſon is able 
to reach itz height or ſound its depths: by the con- 
tinual ſtudy, and increaſe in the knowledge of it, the 
mind enjoys a perſevering pleaſure, that far exceeds 
the ſhort vehemence of ſenſual delights. 

2. It excels other Sciences in the certainty of its 


Principle; which is divine Revelation. Humane. 


Sciences are built upon: uncertain maximes, which 
being admitted with precipitation, and not confirn'd 
by ſufficient Experiments, the Mind can never fally 
acquieſce ig them. Thoſe Doctrines which were 
eſteemed in one: Ape, the yanity of them is diſco- 
vered in another, Moderz Philoſophy diſcards the 
Antient; But the Doctrine of Salvation is the 
Word of” Truth, its original is from Heaven, it bears 
the charaFers and marks of 'its Divine deſcent. *Tis 


confirmed by the Demonſtration of the Spirit, and of 
Power. *Tis alwaies the ſame, unchangeable as * ©0r-2-4- 


God the-Author; and Chriſt the Obje& of it,who is 


the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever. And the Heb.13. 


knowledg which the ſincere and enlightned: Mind 
hath of it, is not: uncertain opinion, but a clear, 
ſolid and” firm: apprehenſton. 'Tis a Contemplation 


of the Glory of God with open face. This appears by 2 Cor.3+ 18. . 


the. effects it produces in thoſe that have received 
the. true tinFure of it-in; their Souls, they deſpiſe all 
things which cara! Men admire, in compariſon of 
this ineſtimable Treaſure. 

2. The Dotrin? of the Goſpel exceeds all praftic 
Sciences in the excellency of its end; and 'the effica- 
cy of the means to obtain it, 

The end of it is, The Supreme Happineſs of 


Man: the rcſtoring- of: him to the Innocence and 
| Excellency 


I19 
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Excellency of his firſt ſtate, And the means are 
appointed by i»finite Wiſdom, ſo that the moſt in- 
| ſuperable obſfacles are removed : and theſe are the 
Juſtice of God that condemns the guulty' and that 
ſtrong and obſtinate averſion which is in corrupted 
man from true Felicity. Here is a Mediator re- | 
Heb. 7. 25. veal'd, whois able to ſave to the uttermeſt : who hath k 
quencht the Wrath of God by the Blood of his Di- Þ| 
vine Sacrifice : who hath expiated Sin by the value 
of his Death, and purifies the Soul by the vertue of 
his. Life, that it may conſent to its own Salvation. 
No leſs than a D-vine Power could perform this work. 
From hence the ſuperlative excellency of Evangelical 
Knowledg doth ariſe: all other Knowledg is unprofi- 
table without it, and that alone can make us verfeatly 
Joh.17.3. bleſſed; This is Life eternal, to know thee, and Feſwus 
Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. I will briefly conſider how 
ineffectual all other Knowledge is, whether Natural, 
Political, ox Moral, to recover us from our Miſery. 

The moſt exa@ inſight into Natural things leaves 
the Mind blind and poor, ignorant of Happineſs, and 
the way toit., So/omzoz who had an extraordinary mea- 
ſure of Natural Knowledg, and was able to ſet a juſt 
price upon it, tels us that the 7zcreaſe of knowledg was 

Eccdlef.1, tended with proportionable degrees of ſorrow, For the 
more a man knows, the more he diſcerns the inſuffici- 
ency of that knowledgeto ſupply bis detets, and ſa- 
tisfie his deſires. He was therefore weary of his Wiſ- 
dom, as well as of his Folly. The Devils know more 
than the profoundeſt Philoſophers, yet their Knowledge 

.doth not alleviate their Torments, *Tis ſo far from di- 
recting how to eſcape miſery, that it will more expoſe 
to 1t, by enlarging the Faculties, and making them 
more capable of Torment. *Tis the obſervation of St. 
Ambroſe 
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Ambroſe, that when God diſcovered the Creation of 
the World to Moſes, He did not inform him of the 

reatneſs of the Heavens, the number of the Stars, 
their Aſpects and Influences ; whether they derive 
their light from the Sz, or have it inherent in their 
own bodies; from whence Eclipſes are cauſed ; 'how 
the Rainbow is painted ; how the Winds fly in the 
fir, or the. cauſes of the ehbing and flowing of the 
Sea; but ſo much as might be a toundation of Faith 


and Obedience, and lett the reſt, ©uaſi marceſcentis Ambroſ. D.s, 
ſapientie vanitates, as the yanities of periſhing wiſdom, He. <2. 
The moſt knowing Philoſopher though encompaſt with 1,, 


theſe ſparks, yet if ignorant of the Redeemer, ſhall 
lie down in ſorrow for ever. 
And as natural, ſo political Knowledge in order 
| to the governing of Kingdoms and States, hath no 
power to confer happineſs upon man, It concerns 
not his main intereſt, tis terminated within the com- 
paſs of this ſhort life, and provides not for Death,and 
Eternity, The Wiſdom of the World is tolly in a 
diſguiſe, a ſpecious Ignorance , which although it 
may ſecure the temporal ſtate, yet it leaves us naked 
and expoſed to Spiritual enemies which war againſt 
the Soul; And all the moral knowledg which is trea- 
ſur'd up in the Books of the Heathens, is inſufficient 
to reſtore man to his original integrity and felicity, 
Reaſon ſecs that Man 1s 1gnorant, and guilty, mor- 
tal, and miſerable, that he is tranſported with vain 
paſſions, and tormented with accuſations of Conſci- 
ence, but it could not redreſs theſe evils. Corrupt 
Nature is like an imperfe& Building that lies in rub- 
biſh, the imverfection is viſible, but not the way how 
to finiſh it, for through ignorance of the firit defign,c- 
very one follows his own fancy,whereas when the Ar. 
chitect 


_ Sapiens cvm 
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chite& comes to finiſh his own proje&, it appears 
regular and beautiful, Thus the various directions of 
Philoſophers to recover fallen Man out of his ruines, 
and to raiſe him to his firſt ſtate, were vain, 
Some glimmerings they had, that the happineſs of 
the reaſonable nature conſiſted in its union with 
God, but in order to this, they propounded ſuch 
means as were not only ineffectual, but oppoſit, 
Such is the pride and folly of carnal wiſdom, that to 
bring God and Man together, it advances Man, and 
depreſſes.God. The Syoicks aſcribed to their Wile- 
Diis ex pari man thoſe prerogatives whereby he equall'd their Su- 
, ie Oe preme God. They made him the architect of his own 
$upplex, Con- vertue and felicity, and to vie with Fupiter himſelf, 
troverfiam 4g be one of his, Peers. Others reduced the Gods 

facit Diis de C : 

Felicitare. to live like Men,, and Men like Beaſts, by placing 
_— happineſs in ſenſual pleaſures. Thus inſtead of cy- 
ring, they tomented the hereditary,. and principal 

Diſeaſes of- mankind, Pride, and Concupiſcence, 

which at firſt cauſ'd the ſeparation of man from God, 

and infinitely increas'd che diſtance between them. 

For what fins are more-contrary to the Mzjeſty and 

Purity of God than Pride, which robs him of his 
Excellency ; and carnal luſt, which turns a man into 

abcaſt, Beſides, all their inventions to expiare ſin, 

to appeaſe the Deity and make him favorable, to 

calme the Conſcience, were frivolous and unprofita- 

ble. And their moſt generous principles, and accu- 

rate Precepts, were ſhort of that purity and perfecti- 

on. werewith moral duties are to be perform d to God 

and men. Briefly, they waſted their Candle in ain, 

in ſearching for the way to true happineſs... But God 

who created Man for the enjoyment of himſelf, hath 


happily accompliſht his eternal Decrce, . by the work 
of 
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of our Redemption, wherein his own Glory is moſt 
viſible. And the Goſpel which reveals this to- us, 
humbles whom it juſtifies, and comforts thoſe that 
were condemned : it abaſes more then the Law, but 
without diſpair, and advances more then Nature 
could,but without preſumption. The Mediator takes 
away the guilt ofour old 1ins, . and our inclination to 
new ſins: we are not only pardoned but preferred, 


made Heirs of God, joynt-Heirs with Chriſt, For Rom-S-17. 


theſe reaſons the Apoſtle ſets ſo high a value upon 
the Heavenly Doctrine, that reveals a Saviour to the 


undone World, . He deſired to know nothing but Feſus x Cor. 2. 2, 


Chriſt, and him Crucified, He deſpiſed all Phariſaical 


and Philoſophical Learning 7 compariſon of the Excel- Phil. 3.8. 


tency of the Knowledge of Chriſt Feſus, Other know- 
ledge {wells the mind and increaſes the eſteem of our 
ſelves, this gives us a ſincere view of our ſtate. It 
diſcovers our miſery in its cauſes and the Almighty 
Mercy that ſaves us, Other knowledge inlightens the 
underſtanding, without changing the heart, but this 
inſpires us with the love of God, with the hatred of 
ſin, and makes us truly betrer. In ſecking after 
other knowledge, the mind is perplext by endleſs 
inquiries: here 'tis ar reſt, as the wavering Needle 1s 


fixt when turn'd to its beloved Star, Ignorance of. 


other things may be without any real damage to us ; 


for we may be directed by the skilful how to preſerve If. 5-17. 


Life and Eſtate. But this Knowledge is abſolutely 
neceſſary to Juſtifie, Sanctifie, and Save us. All o- 
ther knowledge is uſeleſs at the hour of death, then 
the richeſt ſtock of Learning is loſt, the veſſel being 
ſplit wherein the treaſure was laid ; but this Pearl of 
ineſtimable price, as 'tis the ornament of our proſpe- 
rity, ſo *tis the ſupport of our adverſity : A little 
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ray of this is infinitely more deſirable, then the light 
of all humane Sciences in their luſtre and perfection, 
And what an amazing folly is it, that men who 
are poſſeſt with an earneſt paſſion of knowing, ſhould 
waſte their time and ſtrengthi n ſearching after theſe 
things, the knowledge of which can't remove thoſe 
evils which oppreſs them,and be careleſs of the ſaving 
knowledge of the Goſpel, Were there no other rea- 
ſon to diminiſh the eſteem of earthly knowledge, but 
the difficulty of its acquiſition, that error often ſur- 
priſes thoſe who are ſearching after truth, this might 
check our intemperate purſuit of it, Sin hath not 
only ſhortned our underſtandings, but our lives, that 
we cannot arrive to the perfect diſcovery of inferior 
things. But ſuppoſe that one by his vaſt mind ſhould 
comprehend all created things, from the Centre of 
the Earth to the Circumference of the Heavens, and 
were not ſavingly inlighten'd in the Myſtery of our 
Redemption, with all his knowledge he would be a 
prey to Satan,and increaſe the triumphs of Hell. The 


2%; nm mi- Hiſtorian upbraids the Roman luxury, that with fo 


retur umbre 
tantum gra- 
#14 ex alieno 
petitam orbe, 


Plin, 


much coſt and hazzard they ſhould ſend to foreign 
parts, for Trees that were beautiful but barren, and 
produc'd a ſhadow only without fruit. With greater 
reaſon we may wonder that men ſhould with the ex- 
' pence of their precious hours purchaſe barren curio- 
ſities, which are unprofitable to their laſt end. How 
can a condemned Criminal, who is in ſuſpence be- 
tween Life and Death, attend to ſtudy the ſecrets 
of Nature and Art, when all his thoughts are taken 
up how to prevent the execution of the Sentence ? 
and tis no leſs than a prodigy of madneſs, that men 
who have but a ſhort and uncertain ſpace allowed 
them to eſcape the wrath to come, ſhould rack their 


brains 
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brains in ſtudying things APIUNNs to ſalvation, 
and negle& the Knowledg of a Redeemer. Efſpeci- 
ally when there is ſo clear a Revelation of him? The 
righteouſneſs of Faith doth not command us to aſcend to 
the Heavens, or deſcend into the deep to make a diſcovery 
of it, but the Word is nigh us that diſcovers the certain 


way to a happy immortallity, Seneca a Philoſopher, Serec. praf. |, 
and a Courtier, valued his being in the world only 


upon this account,that he might 


contemplate the Starry Heaven, Quid erat as in numero viventium me 
He only ſaw the viſible beauty 743% Ye gauderom > an ut cibes ot po- 


tum percolarem ? ut hoc Corpus Caſurum, 


of the Firmament, but was 19- ac fluidzm, periturumgue rift [ubinde 1m= 
norant of the Glory. within it, 77 farcirem?er viverem agri miniſter? 


ut morts timerem cus omnes naſcimur ? 


and of the way that leads to it, aetrahe hoc in eſtimabile bonum, non eff 


yet to our ſhame he ſpeaks, that 4 702% =t ſudem, ut oftuem, O quan 
contempta res eff homo 21ſt (upra humane 


the ſight of it made him deſpiſe | erexers: ? 

the Earth, and without the con- 

templation of the Celeſtial bodies, he eſteem'd his 
continuance in the World not the life of a Man, but 
the toil of a Beaſt. But what tranſports had he been 
in, if he had been acquainted with the contrivance 
of our Redemption, the admirable order of its parts, 
and the beauty that reſults from the compoſition of 


the whole. But we that with open face may in the Glaſs * ©3318. 


of” the Goſpel behold the Glory of the Lord, turn away 
our eyes from it to vanity, Here the complaint 1s 
more juſt, Ad ſapientian quis acceatt © quis dignam 
judicat niſi quam in tranſitu noverit © we content our 
ſelves with ſlight and tranſient glances, but do nor 
ſeriouſly and fixedly conſider this blefled deſign of 
God, upon which the beginning of our happineſs in 
this, and the perfetion of it in the next life is built, 
Let us provoke our felves by the example of the 
Angels who are not concern'd in this Redemption as 
man 
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man is, for they continued in their fidelity to their 
Creator, and were alwayes happy in his favour ; and 
where there is no alienation between parties, recon- 
cilement is unneceſſary; yet they are Students with 
us in the ſame Book, and unite all their powers in 
the contemplation of this myſtery : they are repre- 
ſented ſtooping to pry into theſe ſecrets, to ſignifie 
their delight in what they know, and their delire to 
advance in the knowledge of them. With what in- 


tention then ſhould we ſtudy the Goſpel, who are the 
Subje& and end of it. 
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CHAP: VII, 


The ſimple Speculation of the Goſpel not ſufficient with- 
out a real Belief, and Cordial Acceptance. The 
Reaſons why th: Jews axd Gentiles conſpir'd in the 
contenpt of it. How juſt it is to reſign up the Un- 
derſtanding fo Revelation, God knows his own 
Nature ad Will, and cannot deceive ws. We muſt 
believe the things that are clearly revealed, though. 
we ao not underſtand the manner of their exiſtence +. 
Although they are attended with ſeeming contra- 
ditions, No Article of Faith z really repugnant 
to Reaſon. We muſt diſtinguiſh between things. 
incomprehenſible, azd inconceivable. Between 
corrupt and right Reaſon, How Reaſon #« ſubſer- 
vient to Faith, Humility and Holineſs qualifee for © 
the belief' of the Goſpel-myſteries. A naked belief 
of” Supernatural Truths x unprofitable for Salvation. . 
An effetual Aﬀent that prevails upon the Will, 
aud renders the whole Man obſequious, i due to the 
quality of the Goſpel-Revelation, 


'7* He {imple Speculation of this glorious Myſtery 

[i will be of no profit without a real belief of it, 
and a cordial acceptance of Salyation, upon the 
terms which the Divize Wiſdom preſcribes,. The 
Goſpel requires the Obedience of the Underſtanding, 
and of the Will ; unleſs it obtains a full poſſeſſion 
of the Soul, there is no ſaving efficacy derived from. 
it, And-ſuchis the ſublimity and purity of the. 
Objcit, that till Reaſon is ſanCified, and ſubdued, 


it cannot ſincerely entertain it, I will therefore - 
diſtiatly. 
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diſtintly conſider the oppoſition which carzal Rea- 
ſon hath made againſt it, and ſhew how juſt it is, 
that the Humane Underſtanding ſhould with reve- 
rence yield up it ſelf tothe Word of God, that re- 
veals this great Myſtery to us, | 
+ C0: 4 The Apoſtle tells us, that Fews and Gentiles con- 
ſpired in the contempt of the Goſpel. Reaſon 
cannot hear without great aſtoniſhment, for the ap- 
pearing contradiction between the terms, that God 
ſhould be made Man, and the Eternal die. The 
Fews eſteem'd it an intolerable Blaſphemy, and 
without any Proceſs of Law were ready to tone the 
Joh-19-33* [ord Jeſus, That being 4 man, he ſhould make himſclf 
equal with God, And they upbraided him in his 
Sufferings that he could not ſave himſelf. If he be 
Mat. 27.42. the King of Iſrael, let himcom? down from the Croſs, 
and we will believe on him. The Geztilzs deſpiſed 
1 011-35* the Goſpel as an abſurd ill-contrived Fable. For 
Negant Deo what in appearance is more unbecoming Got, and 
"ignum- © injurious to his Perfections, than to take the frail 
veller, ſeque garment of Fleſh, to be torn and trampled on. 
inkemitate Their zat#ral Knowledg of the Deity enclin'd them 
Carni1s Onera- £ . . - 0 
ret, ut paſſio- tO think the Incarnation impoſhible. There is no 
nibus, ut ©- reſemblance of it in the whole compaſs of Nature, 
ON1OHNSy UT ” . 
mortiſe ipfe FOr natural Union tuppoſes the parts incompleat, 
ſubjicerct. and capable of Perfection by their joyning together : 
LAG. 8 A . : | I 
But that a Being infinitly perte& thould aſſume by 
perſonal Union a nature inferiour to it ſelf, the 
Heathens lookt on it as a Fable torg'd according: 
| to the model of the tions concerning Dapac, and 
G8 cr? Antiope, And the Doctrine of our Saviours Death 
; on the Croſs they rejected as an implety contume- 
lous to God, They judged it inconſiſtent with the 
Majeſty and Happineſs of the Deity, to aſcribe to 
Hun 
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Him that, which is the puniſhment of the moſt 
guilty and miſerable. In the account of carnal 
Reaſon they thought more worthily of God by de- 
nying that of Him, which is only due to the worſt 
ofmen. Celſus, who with as much Subtilty as Ma- 
lice, urges all that with any appearance could Orig: contra 
be objected againſt our Saviour, principally inſiſts on Celſ. Lib. 1. 
his Poverty and Sufferings, the Meanneſs and Mi- 
ſery of his condition inthe world, *Twas fit, faith 
he, that the Son of God ſhould appear as the San, Ki\og- 
which renders it ſelf conſpicuous by its own light : «Na ef 
But the Goſpel having declarcd the Word to be the rh; 
Son of God, relates that he-was a man of Sorrows,that with to 
had no power to defend himſelf, and was deſerted by yuy woy.n- 
his Father and Followers, ſcourged with Rods, and' %m wa 
ſhamefully executed. He could not reconcile ſo 78 maileess, 
many things that ſeem'd utterly incompatible, as ! # Om- 
Sovereignty and Servitude, Innocence and Puniſh- 3 QTR 
ment, the loweſt of humane Miſeries, Death, with ©*="** 
the higheſt of d/vive Honours, Adoration, Briefly, 
Nothing was more contrary to Fleſh and Blood,than 
to believe that perſon to be the Redeemer of che 
World, who Ji not reſcue himſelf from his Ene- 
mies , and to expe& Immortality from him that 
was overcome by Death. Now the Cauſes of this 
Infidelity are, | | 

1. The Darkneſs of the Mind, which is fo cor- 
rupted by Original Pravity, that it cannot behold 
Heavenly Myſteries in their proper light, ſo as to 
acquieſce in the truth of them. The natural man 1 C0r.2-14- 
receives mt the things of the Spirit of God ; for they 
are fooliſhneſs to him, and he cannot know them ; be- 
cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, There is no pro- 
portion between: the Natural: Underſtanding and 

Sy SUPCT- 
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Supernatural Truths, For although the rational 
Soul is a Spirit, as 'tis diſtinguiſht from corporeal 
Beings, yet till 'tis purged from Errour, and vitious 
Aﬀections, it can never diſcover the Divinity of 
things Spiritual, ſo as to embrace them with cer- 
tainty and delight, As there muſt be a Spirit of 
Revelation to unvail the object, ſo of Wiſdom to 
enlighten the eye, that it may be prepar'd for the 
reception of it. As Heaven is only ſeen by its own 
Light, So Chriſt is by his own Spirit, Divine Ob 
jects, and Faith that diſcerns them. are, of the ſame 
original, and of the ſame quality. The natural 
Underſtanding, as the effects declare, is like the 
Funeral Lamps which by the Antients were put 
icto. Sepulchers, to guard the aſhes of their dead 
Friends, which ſhine ſo long as they are kept cloſe, 
a thick moiſt vapour feeding them, and repairing 
what was conſum'd : but in opening the Sepulchres, 
| and expoſing them to the free air, they preſencly 
1 faint and expire. Thus zatura/Reaſon whilſt con- 
lt. verſant in things below, and watching with the dead, 
it that is in the Phraſe of the Antients, ſtudying the 
Books of Men who have left the world, it diſcovers 
ſomething,although 'tis rather a Twilight than clear; 
But when *tis brought from the narrow ſphere of 
things ſenſible, to contemplate the immenſity of 
things Spiritual aud Supernatural, its light declines, 
and 1s turn'd into darkneſs. 

2. The Pride of the Humane Underſtanding, 
which diſdains to ſtoop to the height of theſe myſte- 
ries. *Tis obſervable, that thoſe who moſt excell'd 

.. in Natural Wiſdom, were the greateſt deſpiſers of 
Jul, Evangelical Truths. The proud Wits of the World 


aximus, choſe rather to be Maſters of their own, than Scholars 
Kierocles.. | | £0 


Epheſ. I-17» 


Fl 


Fl 
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to gee Phe _— Say their Supreme cre Saris 
Rule, and Philoſophy their higheſt Principle, and, _ « 
would not believe lent they could not coltbrchend: oy oh 
They derided Chr:/tians as captives of a blind Belief, $3\vi 4M 
and their Faith as the effect of Folly; arid rejeRed 4 727 Acyo 
Revelation, the only means to conveigh the know- ©9409 
ledg of Divine Myſteries to them. Therefore the F!2t0- 
Apoſtle, by way of upbraiding,enquires, Where i the : hy NY OY 
wiſe man © Where is the Scribe * Where « the Diſputer © 
of this world ? God hath made the wiſdom? of the ryorld 
fooliſhneſs. As thoſe who are really poor,and would 
appear rich in the Pomp of their Habits and Artens 
dants, are made poorer by that expence; ſo thoſe 
who were deſtitute of true Wiſdom, and would ap- 
pear wiſe in making Reaſon the Judg of Divine 
Revelation, and the laſt reſolution of all things, by 
that falſe affeftation of Wiſdom, they became 
more fooliſh: By all their Diſputes againſt the ap- 
pearing abſurdities of the Chriſtian Religion, they 
were brought into a more learned Darkneſs, 

3. The prejudices which aroſe from Sexſual Luſts 
hindered the Belief of the Goſpel. As the carzal 
Underſtanding rebels againſt the ſublimity of its 
Doctrine, ſo the cara! Appetite againſt the purity 
of its Precepts. And according to the Difpoſitions 
of Men from whence they act, ſuch light rhey defire 
to dire& them in ating. The Goſpel is a Myſtery 
of Godlineff, and thoſe who are under the Jove of 
Sin, cheriſh an affected Tenorance, leſt the Light 
ſhould enflame Conſcience, by repreſenting to then 
the deadly guilc that cleaves to Sin, and thereby 
make it uneafie, This account our Saviour gives of 
the Infidelity of the world, That mer love darkneſs J0h-3-19- 
rather than light, becauſe their deeds are evil, And 
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that this was the real. cauſe,. what ever- was pre-- 


tended, is clear, in that the Gertiles who oppoſed. 


Chriſt,. adored thoſe impure Deities, whole infa-. 
mous Luſts were acknowledged by them. And with 
what colour then could they reje& our. Redeemer. 
becauſe crucified? As if Vice were not. more in-. 
compatibte,with the Deity, than Sufferings., 

Now though Reaſon enflayd by. prejudice, and: 
corrupted by Paſſion, defpiſes the Goſpel, yet when 
'tis enlightned by Faith, it diſcovers ſuch. a wiſe. 
&conomy, 19 it, that were it not true, it would tran- 
ſcend the moſt noble created. Mind. to invent it : 
'Tis ſo much above our moſt excellent Thoughts, 
that no Humane Underſtanding would ever. attempt 
to feign it, with confidence of perſuading the world. 
into a Belicf of it. How is ut poſſible that it ſhould + 
be contriv'd by zatural Reaſon, ſince no man can 
believe it ſincerely when 'tis reveal d, without a 
ſupernatural Faith. To confirm our Belief of theſe 
creat. and ſaving Myſterics,. I will ſhew how juſt it 
is, that the Underſtanding ſhould reſign itſelf to Di- 
vine Revelation which hath made them known. In 
order to this, we mult conſider, 

I; There are. ſome Dodrines in the Goſpel, the 
Underſtanding could not diſcover, but whcn they 
are reyeal'd, it hath a cleax apprehenſion of 
them upon a rational account, and ſecs the characters 
of Truth. viſibly ſtampt. on. their Forehead, As the 
Dodtrine : of. Satisfaftion. to Divine Juſtice, that 
Pardon might be diſpens'd to.repenting Sinners, For. 
our. zatural. conception.of God includes his infinite 
Purity and Juſtice; : And when: the deſign of the 
Goſpel is made known, whereby he hath provided 
abundantly for the honour of thoſe. Attributes, ſo 


that 
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that He doth the greateſt Good without encouraging 
the leaſt Evil, Reaſon acquieſces and oulois, 
this. I ſought, but could not find. Now: although 
the primary Obligation to believe ſuci Dodtrines ari- 
ſeth from Revelation, yer being ratified by Reaſon, 
they are embraced with more Clearneſs by. the 
Mind. | 

2.. There are ſome Docrines, which as Reaſon 


by..its light could not diſcover, ſo when they are 
made known, it cannot comprehend ; but they are 
by a clear and neceſſary connex1on joyn'd with the 


other that Reaſon approves. . As the Myſtery of the 


Trinity, , and-the. Incarnation: of the - Son of God, 


which are the Foundations of the whole work of our 
Redemption, . The:Nature of God is repugnant to 


Plurality; there can be but one Efſ-nce, and the na- 


ture of SatisfaRion requires a diſtin&ion of Perſons : 
for he - that ſuffers as guilty, muſt be diſtinguiſh'd 


from the perſon of the Judg that exacts SatisfaCtion; . 


and no meer Creature is able by his obedient ſuffe- 


_ to repair the Honour of God, ſo that a Divine - 
Perſon aſſuming the Nature of Man was alone ca-. 
pable to make that ſatisfa ion, which the Goſpel . 


propounds and-Reaſon:;conſents ro. Beſides, *tis 
clear that the Do@rine of the Triz/ty, that is, of 


three glorious Relations in the Godhead, .and of : the 
Incarnation, are moſt firmly connected with all the. 
parts of the Chriſtian Religion, left in. the Writings . 


of the Apoſtles, which .as they were confirmed by 


Miracles, . the Divine Sizzatures of their certainty, 
ſo they contain ſuch authentick marks of - their Di-- 


vinity, that right Reaſon cannot reje&t them, 


3: Whereas there are three Principles by which : 
we. apprehend things, Senſe; Reaſon and .Faith, 
Es | | _.. thele- 
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theſe lights have their different obje&ts that muſt not 
be confounded. Senſe is confin'd to things materi- 
al, Reaſon' conſiders things abſtratted from matter, 
Faith regards the Myſteries revealed from Heaven : | 
and theſe muſt not tranſgreſs their order. Sexſe is 
an incompetent judg of things abour which Reaſon 
is only converſant. It can only make a report of 
thoſe objefts, which by their natural charaders are 
expoſed to it. And Reaſoz can only diſcourſe of 
things within its ſphere ; es et things which 
derive from Revelation, and are purely the objects 
of Faith, are not within its territories and juriſ- 
diction, Thoſe Swuperlative Myſteries exceed all 
our zntelletual Abilities, 
'Tis true, the Underſtanding is a rational Faculty 

andevery act of it isreally or in appearance groun- 
ded on Reaſon. But there isa wide difference be- 


_ tween the proving a Doctrine by Reaſon, and the 


giving a reaſon why we believe the truch of it. For 
mſtance, we cannot prove the Trinity by natural 
Reaſon; and the ſubtilty of the " ridien who 
affe& to give ſome reaſon of. all things, - is here more 


_ prejudicial than advantageous to the Truth : For he 


that pretends to maintain a point by Reaſon, and is 


_ unſucceſsful; doth weaken the credit which the Au- 


thority of Revelation gives, And 'tis conſiderable, 
that the Scriprare in delivering ſupernatural truths, 
produces God's Authority as their only proof, 
without uſing any other way of arguing : Bat al- 
though we cannot demonſtrate theſe Myſteries by 
Reaſon, yet we may give a rational account why we 
believe them. I, 

Is it not the higheſt Reaſon to believe the difco- 
very that God hath made of Himſelf, and' his De- 


Crees *© 
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crees © For he perfetly knows his own Nature and 
Will; and *tis impoſſible He ſhouid deceive. us : 
This Natural Principle is the Foundation-of Faith, 
When God ſpeaks, it becomes Man to hear with 
Silence and Submifſizn. His naked Word is as cer- 
tain as a Demonſtration, £ 

And is it not moſt reaſonable to believe, that the 
Deicy cannot be fully unde rſtood by us 2 The Sun 
may more calily be included. in a ſpark of Fire, than 
the infinite Perfe&tions of God be comprehended 
by a finite Mind, The Azge/s who dwell ſo near 
the Fountain of Light, cover their faces in a holy jc;, 6. 4. 
Confuſton, not being able ro comprehend Him, 
How much leſs can Man in this earthly ſtate, diſtant: 
from God, and oppreſt with a. burthen of Fleſh, 
Now from-hence it follows , | 

1. That Ignorance of the. manner how Divine 
Myf-ries exiſt, is no ſufficient Plea. for Infidelity, 
when the Scripture reveals that they are... For 
Reaſon: that is limited and reſtrain'd, cannot frame 
a Conception that is commenſurate to the Eſſence and 
Powerof God; This will appear more clearly by 
conſidering the Myſceriozs-Excellencies of the Divine 
Nature, the certainty of which we believe, but the | 
manner we cannot underſtand : As that his Eſſexce Tafnicus, im- 
and Attributes are the ſame, without the leaſt ſhadow qieaſs & foll 
of compoſition, yet his Wiſdom and Power are to quantus eſt 
our apprehenſions diſtin, and his Mercy and Ju- 7935 nobis 
ſticein ſome manner oppolite.. That his Eſſezce is telletum. * 
intire in all places, yet not terminated in any. That axon "M 
He is above the Heavens, and beneath the Earth, ies fc eu 
yet: hath no relation of high or low, diſtant or $"< ilima-. 
near. That He penetrates all ſub{tances, but is zflimabilem 
mixed with noac, That he underſtands, yet re- {0m 2m. 
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ceives no Ideas within Himſelf , that He wills, yet 
hath no motion that carries Him out of Himſelf; 
That in Him Time hath no Succeſſion, that which is 
paſt 15 not gone, and that which is future, is not to 
come, That He loves without Paſſion, is angry 
without Diſturbance , repents without Change. 
Theſe Perfections are above the capacity of Reaſon 
tully to underſtand, yet eſſential to the Deity. Here 
we muſt exalt Faith, and abaſe Reaſon. Thus in 
the Myſtery of the Izcarnation, that two ſuch diſtant 
Natures ſhould compoſe one Perſon, without the 
confuſion of Properties, Reaſon cannot reach unto, 
but *tis clearly reveal'd inthe Word : Here there- 
fore we muſt obey, not enquire. 
The Obedience of Faith is, to embrace an obſcure 
Truth with a firm aſſezt, upon the account of a Dz- 
vine teſtimony. If Reaſon will not aſſezt to Reve- 
lation, till it underſtands the manner how D:v:re 


- things are, it doth not obey it at all. The Under- 


ſtanding then ſincerely ſubmits, when 'tis enclin'd 
by thoſe motives, which demonſtrate that ſuch a Be- 
lief is due to the Authority of the Revealer, and to 
the quality of the Obje&t. To believe only in pro- 
portion to our narrow conceptions, is to diſparage 
the Divize Truth, and debaſe the Divine Power. 
We can't know what God can do, He is Omnipotert, 
though we are not omziſciext: Tis juit we ſhould 
humble our Ignorance to his Wiſdome, 4d that 
ewery lofty imagination, and high thing that exalts it- 
ſelf againſt the knowledg of God ſhould be caſt down, 
and every thought captivated into the obedience of 
Chriſt. 'Tis our wiſdom to receive the great My- 
ſteries of the Goſpel in their ſimplicity : for in at- 
tempting to give an exact and curious pn of 
them, 
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them, the Underſtanding as in an Hedg of Thorns, 
the more it ſtrives, the more 'tis wounded and in- 
tangled. Gods Ways are as far above ours, and his 
Thoughts above ours, as Heaven & above the Earth, 
To reject what we can't comprehend, is not only to 
ſin againſt Faith, but againſt Reaſon, which acknow- 
ledges it (elf finite, and unable to ſearch out the 4l- Jobs 
mighty to perfection. | 

2, We areobliged to believe thoſe Myferies that 
are plainly delivered in Scripture, notwithſtanding 
thoſe ſeeming Contradi&ions wherewith they may 
be charged. In the objects of Senſe, the contra- 
riety of appearances doth not leſſen the certainty 
of things. The Stars to our ſight ſeem but glittering 
Sparks, yet they are immenſe Bodies. And *tis 
one thing to be aſſured of a Truth, another to an- 
ſwer all the difficulties that encounter it : A mean | 
Underſtanding is capable of the firſt, the ſecond is | 
ſo difficult, that in clear things the profoundeſt Ph;- 
bſoph?rs may not be able to untie all the intricate 
and knatty Obje&ions which may be urged againſt 
them. 'Tis ſufficient the Bcliet of Supernatural | 
Myſteries is built on the Veracity and Power of God, | 
this makes them prudently credible. This reſolyes 
all doubts, and produces ſuch a ſtability of ſpirit 
as nothing can ſhake. A ſincere Believer is 
aſſured , That all oppoſition againſt Revealed 
Truths is fallacious, though he cannot diſcover *: 
the Fallacy, Now the tranſcendent Myſteries of | 
the Chriſtian Religion , the Trinity of Perſons in | 
the Divine Nature, the Incarzation of the Son of i 
God, are clearly and expreſly ſer down in the Word, [ 
and although ſubtile an4 obſtinate Opporents 
bave uſed many guilty Arts to diſpirit and ezervare 
Font T thoſe 
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thoſe Texts of Scripture, in putting an inferiour 
ſenſe upon them, and have rackt them with violence 
to make them ſpeak according to their prejudices, 
yet all is in vain, the Evidence of Truth is victori- 
ous, A Heathen who conſiders not the Goſpel as a 
Divine Revelation, but meerly as a Doctrine deli- 
vered in Writing, and judges of its ſenſe by »atural 
Light, will acknowledg that thoſe things are deli- 
vered in it. And notwithſtanding thoſe who uſurp 
a Sovereign Authority to themſelves, to judg of 
Divine Myſteries according to.their own apprehen- 
ſions, deny them as meer Contradictions, yet they 
can never conclude them impoſſible : For no certain 
Argument can be alledged againſt che being of a 
thing, without a clear knowledg of its nature : Now 
although we may underſtanJ the nature of Man, we 
do not the Nature of God, the Occonomy of the 
Perſons, and his Power to unite himſelf to a Nature 
below Him. 

'Tis true no Article of Faith is really repugnant 
to Reaſon, for God is the Author of Natural, as 
well as of Supernatural Light, and He cannot con- 
tradict Himſelf : they are emanatiozs from Him, 
and though different, yet not deſtructive of each 
other, But we muſt diſtinguiſh between thoſe things 
that are above Reaſon and incomprehenſible, and 
thoſe things that are againſt Reaſon and utterl 
inconceivable : Some things are above Reaſon in 
regard of their tranſcendent excellency, or diſtance 
from us; the Divine Eſſence, the Eternal Decrees, 
the Hypoſtatical Union are ſuch high and glorious 
objects, that it is an impoſſible enterpriſe to com- 
prehend them : the zztelleual Eye is dazled with 
their overpowring Light, We can have but an im- 


perfect 
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perfet knowledg of them: And there is no juſt 
cauſe of wonder that Supernatural Revelation 


ſhould ſpeak incomprehenſible things of God, For 


He is a {ingular and admirable Being, infinitly above 
the ordinary courſe of Nature. The Maxims of 
Philoſophy are not to be extended to Him. We muſt 
adore what we cannot fully underſtand : But thoſe 
things are againſt Reaſon, and utterly inconceiva- 
ble, that involve a contradiction, and have a »atural 
repugnancy to our Underſtandings, which cannot 
conceive any thing that is formally impoſſible : And 
there is no ſuch DoErine in the Chriſtian Reli- 
ion. 
: 2, We muſt diſtinguiſh between Reaſon corrup- 
ted, and right Reaſon. Since the Fall, the clear- 
neſs of the Humaze Underſtanding is loſt, 
and the light rhat remains is ec/zpſed by the interpoſi- 
tion of ſexſual luſts. The carnal Mind cannor out of 
Ignorance, and will not from Pride and other malip- 
nant habits receive things ſpiritual, And from hence 
arifeth many ſuſpicions and doubts, (concerning 
ſupernatiral Verities)the ſhadows of darkned Reaſon, 
and of dying Faith. If any Divine Myſtery ſeems in- 
credible, *tis from the corruption of our Reaſon, not 
from Reaſon it ſelf, from its darkneſs, not its light. 
And as Reaſon is obliged to  corre& the Errors 
of Senſe, when 'tis deceived either by ſome vicious 
quality in the orgaz, or by the diſtance of the objet#, 
or by the falſneſs of the medium, that corrupts the 
image in conveying of it : So 'tis the office of 
Faith to reform the judgment of Reaſon, when ei- 
ther from its own weakneſs, or the height of things 
Spiritual, *tis [miſtaken about them. For this bY 


ſupernatural Revelation was given, not to extinguiſh 
| : T-'2 Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, but to redreſs it, and enrich it with the 
diſcovery of Heavenly things. Faith is called Wiſ- 
dom and Knowledg : it doth not quench the, vigour 
of the Faculty wherein *tis ſeated, but elevates it, 


and gives it a ſpiritual preception of thoſe things that 
are moſt diſtant from its commerce, It doth not 
lead us through aſt to the inheritance of the Saints 
in light, Faith is a rational Light: For 

1, It ariſes from the conſideration of thoſe Argu- 
ments which convince the Mind, -that the Scripture 
is a Divine Revelation : I kzow, ſaith the Apoſtle, 


2 Tim-1-12 whoys I have believed. And we are commanded 
1 Pet: 3+15+ Alwaies to be ready to give an account of the hope that is 


in #, Thoſe that owe their (hr:/tianjity meerly to 
the Felicity of their Birth, without a fight of that 
tranſcendent excellency in our Religion, which 
evidences that it came from Heaven, P not believe 
aright, As the Eye that is clouded with a S»fſuſtor, 
ſo that all things appear yelowto it, when it judges 
things to be zelbw that are ſo, its judgment is vitious: 
Becauſe it proceeds not from the quality of the object, 
but from its own indiſpoſition. So thoſe that be- 
lieve the Goſpel upon a falſe Principle, becauſe 'tis 
the Religioy of their Country, though in its ſelf 
the word of Truth, yet they are not right Believers, 
'Tis not Judgment but Chance that enclines them 
to embrace it, The Turks upon the ſame reaſon are 
zealous wotaries of Mahomet, as they are Diſci- 
ples of Chriſt. 
2, Faith makes uſe of Reaſon to conſider what 
Dotitrines are revealed in the $| cripture, and to de- 
duce thoſe Conſequences which have a clear connexj- 


_ e2 with ſupcrnatural Principles, Thus Reaſon is 


an cxcellent inſtrument to diſtinguiſh thoſe things 
which 
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which are of a Divine Original, from what is þuri- 
o and counterfeit, For ſometimes that is pretended 
to be a Myſtery of Religion, which is only the fruit 
of Fancy, and that is defended by the ſacred reſpet 
of Faith, that Reaſon ought not to violate, which 
is but a groundleſs imagination, fo that we remain in 
an Error, by the ſo/e apprehenſions of falling into 
one,as thoſe that die for fear of Death. The Bereans 
are commended for their ſearching the Scriptures, 
whether the Doctrines they heard were conſentantous to 
them.' But 'tis a neceſſary Duty that Reaſon, how 
ſiff ſoever, ſhould fully comply with God, where it 
appears reaſonable that He hath ſpoken. 

Briefly, The richeſt Ornament of the Creature is 
Humility, and the moſt excellent effect of itis, the 
ſenſe of the weakneſs of our Underſtanding. This 
is the temper of Soul that prepares it for Faith: 
partly as it puts us on a ſerious confideration of thoſe 
things which. are reveal 'd to us in the Word : Infe- 
delity proceeds from the want of conſideration, and 
nothing. hinders that ſo much as Pride : Partly, 
as it ſtops all curious enquiries into thoſe things 
which are unſearchable:and principally as it entitles 


to the Promiſe, God will inſtru& andgive Grace to 


the humble. The knowledg of Heaven, as well as 
the Kingdom of Heaven is the inheritance of the 
poor in ſpirit, A greater progreſs is made in the 
knowledg and belict of theſe Myſteries by humble 


Prayer, than by the moſt anxious ſtudy. As at 


Court, an hour of Fayour is worth a years atten- 
dance, Man cannot acquire ſo much as God can 
g1ve. 

And as Humility, ſo Holineſs prepares the Soul 


for the receiving of Supernatural Truths, The Un- 
derſtanding 
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derſtanding is clarified by the purification of the 

Heart, *Tis not the difficulty and obſcurity of 

things reveal'd, that is the real cauſe of Infidelity, 

ſince men believe other things upon far leſs Evi- 

dence ; but'tis the prejudice of the lower Faculties 

that hinders them. When all Aﬀections to fin are 
mortified, the Soul is in the beſt diſpoſition to re- 

ceive Divine Revelation. He that doth the will of 

Joh.7-17- God, ſhall know whether the Dodrize of the Goſpel 

came from Heaven, 

The Spirit of God is the alone Inſtructer of the 

Spirit of Man in theſe Myſteries, ſo as to produce 

a Saving Belief of them, That Knowledg is 

more clear and ſatisfying, that we have by his 
Teaching, than by our own Learning, The 

Rational Mind may diſcern the Literal Senſe of 

the Propoſitions in the Goſpel, and may yield a 

naked affent to the truth of them , - but withour 
ſupernatural irradiation by the Spirit of Life, there 

ean be no transforming and ſaving Knowledg and 

Belief of them. And as the vaſt expanſion of Air 

that is about us, doth not preſerve Life, but thar 

part which we breath in, ſo 'tis not the compaſs of 

our Knowledg and Bcliet (though it were equal to 

the whole revealed Will of God) that is vi#al to the 
 Cor-13-2. Soul, but that which 1s practiſed by us. The Apo- 
ſtle ſaith, Though he had the underſtanding of all My- 

fteries, and all Knowleadg, and all Faith, yet if it were 

* pot joyned with Love, the Principle of Obedience, x 

were unprofitable, There is the ſame difference be- 
tween the Speculative Knowledg of theſe Myſteries, 
and that which is Aﬀecionate and Operative, as be- 
tween the wearing of Pearls for Ornament, and the 


taking of them as a Cordial to revive the fainting 
| ſpirits, | In: 
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In ſhort, Such a Belief is required, as prevails 
upon the Will, and draws the Aﬀedtions, and ren- 
ders the whole Man obſequious to the Goſpel. For 
ſueh a Faith is alone anſwerable to the quality of the 
Revelation. The Goſpel 15 not a meer Narrative,but 
a Promiſe, Chriſt is not repreſented only as an in- 
nocent Perſon dying, but as the Son of God dying 
to deliver Men from Sin, and the effects of it, The 
fallen Angels may underſtand and believe it without 
any Aﬀections, being unconcern'd in it : To them 
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tis a naked Hiſtory, but to Men 'tis a Promiſe, and 


cannot be rightly received, without the moſt ardent 


Aﬀections. Thzs i a faithful Saying, and worthy of 


all acceptation, That Feſus Chriſt came into the world to 
ſave Sinners, *Tis eſſentially good, as true; its 
Sweetneſs and Profit are equal to its Certainty : So 
that it commends it ſelf to all our Faculties. 

There are ſevere and ſad Truths, which are at- 
tended with fearful expectation, and the Mind is 
averſe from receiving them: As the Law which like 
Lightning terrifies the Soul with its amazing Bright- 
neſs ; and there are pleaſant ill»fiozs which have no 
ſolid Foundation : And as Truth doth not delight 
the Mind, unleſs uni-ced ro Goodneſs, ſuch as 1s 
ſuitable ro irs Palate, ſo Goodneſs doth not affect 
the Will unleſs it be real, Now the Doctrine of 
the Goſpel is as certain as the Law, and infinitly 
more comfortable than all the Inventions of Men. 
Tis in the knowledg of it alone that the ſenſible and 
conſidering Soul enjoys perfed Satisfaction and the 
moſt compoſed Reſt. *Tis evident that the Uader- 
ſtanding doth not behold theſe Truths in their proper 
lighe, when the Will doth not embrace thew, Fr 


the ratienal Appetite follows the laſt judgmeat of 
X ie 


1 Tims I.15* 
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the Mind, When the Apo/le had a powerful Con- 
viction of The Excellzncy of the Knowledg of Chriſt, 
this made him ſo earneſt to gain an intereſt in Him. 
For this reaſon, thoſe who are only Chriſtians in 
Title, Having a form of Goalineſs and aenying the 
powrr of it, arc in Scripture-language tiled Infidels : 
[r being impoſſible that thoſe who truly and heartily 
believe this great Myſtery of Godlineſs, ſhould re- 
main ungodly. *Tis a ſtrong and effectual Afext 
that deſcends from the Brain to the Heart and Life, 
that denominates us true Believers: So that when 
the Death of Chriſt is propounded as the cauſe of 
our Reconciliation with God, the wonder of the 
Myſtery doth not make it incredible: when as the 
reaſon of the Mortification of our Luſts, the Plea- 


ſures of Sin do not diſguiſe its horrour : When Sal- 


vation is offer'd upon our accepting of Chriſt for 
our Prince and Saviour, the Soul is raviſht with its 
Beauty, and chooſes it for an everlaſting porti- 
'ON, | 


To conctude, The Doctrine of the Goſpel clearly 
diſcovers its Divize Original : "Tis ſo reaſonable 
in itſelf, and profitable to us, ſo ſublime and ele- 
vated above Man, yet hath ſuch an admirable agree- 
ment with Natura! Truths, 'tis ſo perfe&ly cor- 
reſponding in all its parts; that without affeed 
Obſtinacy no man 'can reje&t it, And if after the 
open revelation of it we are fo ſtupid and wicked, 
as not to fee its Syperlative Excellency, and 
not to receive it with the Faith, Love, and Obe- 
dience which is due to it ; what contempt is this of 
that infinite Wiſdom which contriv'd the aſtoniſhing 
way of our Salvation? What a reproach to the 
Divine 
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Divine Underſtanding, as if it had been employed 

from Eternity about a matter of no moment, and 

that deſerves not our ſerious Conſideration and Ac- 

ceptance * The negle& of it will juſtly bring a more 

ſevere puniſhment than the Hell of the uninſtruced 

"i who are ſtrangers to Supernatural My- 
cries, | 


5 
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CHAP. VIII, 


The Merey of God is repreſented with peculiar advan- 
tages above the other Attributes. *'Tis eminently 
glorified in our Redemption in reſpect of its freenefſ 
and greatneſs. The freeneſs of it amplified from the con- 
ideration of the original and object of it, God is per- 
fectly happy 1n Himſelf, and needs not the Creature to 
preſerve or heighten his felicity, The glorious reward 
conferred upon our Saviour doth not prejudice the free- 
neſs of his love to Man, There was no tie upon God 
to ſave Man, The Objeit of Mercy is Man in his 
lapſed ſtate, 'Tis illuſtrated by the conſideration of what 
he is in himſelf. No mutives of love are in him, He 
is 4 rebel impotent and obſlinate, The freenefi of 
mercy ſet forth by comparing him with the fallen 
Angels who are left in perfett irremediable miſery. 
Their fr ſtate, fall, and puniſhment. The Reaſons 
why the Wiſdom of God made no proviſion for their 
 mecovery. 
A Lthough all the Divine Attributes are equal 
as they are in God, (for one Infinite cannot 
exceed another)yet in their exerciſe and effects, they 
ſhine with a different glory, And Mercy is repre- 
ſented in Scripture with peculiar advantages above 
the reſt. *Tis God's natural off-ſpring , he is ſtiled 
2 Cor.1. 3+ the Father of Myrcies, *'Tis his dear Attribute, that 
| which he places next to himſelf, He is proclaim'd 
Exod. 34-6. the Lord God Gracious and Merciful, Tis his delight, 
M'ch.7.18. Mercy pleaſes him, *Tis his Treaſure, he is rich i 
Ephel. 2. 4+ Mercy, *Tis his triumphant Attribute, and the ſpe- 
£4 | EET 
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eial matter of his Glory, Merey rejoyees over Fuds- Jam-2- 13+ 


mnt, Now in the performance of our Redemption, 
Mercy is the predominant Attribute, that ſets. all 
_ thereſt a working, The acts of his Wiſdom, Juſtice, 
and Power were in order to the illyftration of his 
Mercy. And if we duly conſider that Glorious Work, 
we ſhall find in it all the ingredients of the moſt 
ſovereign Mercy, In diſcourfing of it, I ſhall prin- 
cipally conſider two things wherein this Attribute 
is eminently glorified, the Freeneſs, and the Great- 
neſs of 1t, The Freenefs of this Merey will appear 
by conſidering the original, and obje&t of it. 

1. The Original is God: and the notion of a Dei- 
ty includes infinite perfections, ſo that it neceſſarily 
follows that he hath no need of the creatures ſervice 


to preſerve or heighten his felicity. If chow be righ- 


teous, what giveſt thou him? or what receiveth he of 


thine hand ? From Eternity he was without external 


honour, yet in that infinite duratian he was perfeQ- 


ly joyful and happy. KHeis the fountain of his own 
blefſedneſs, the Theatre of his own Glory, the Glaſs 
of his own Beauty. One drop encreaſes the Ocean, 
but to God a million of Worlds can add nothing. 
Every ogy 746 68 ſo much of Goodneſs as it derives 
fromhim. As there was no gain to him by the Crea- 
tion, ſo there can be no loſs by 
all things. The World proceeded from his Wiſdom 
as the Idea and Exemplar, and from his Power as the 
efficient cauſe ; and it ſo proceeds from him, as to re- 
main more perfe&ly in him, And as the pofleſſion 
of all things, and the obedience of Angels and Men 
is of no advantage to God, ſo the oppoſition of- im- 
penitent Rebels cannot leſſen his Blefſedneſs, If hou 
finne#t, what doit than againFt him ? or,if thy tranſgreſ- 
V 2 ſons 
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ſions be multiplied, what dot thou unto him ? The Sun 


ſuffers no loſs of its light by the darkneſs of the 
night, or an Eclipſe, but the World loſes its day : if 
intelligent Beings do not eſteem him for his Great- 
neſs, and love him for his Goodnels, *tis no injury to 
himbut their own infelicity. Were it for his intereſt, 
he could by one act of Power conquer the obſtinacy of 
his fierceſt Enemies, If he require ſubjection from his 
creatures, *tis not that he may be happy but liberal, 
that his Goodneſs may take its riſe to reward them, 
Now this is the ſpecial commendation of Divine 
Love, it doth not ariſe out of iz4igency as Created 
Love, but out of tulneſs and redundancy. Our Sa- 
viour tells us there is zoze good but God: not only in 
reſpect of the perfeQion of that Atcribute, as ir is 
in God in a tranſcendent manner, but as to the et- 
fects of his goodneſs, which are meerly for the be- 
nefit of the receiver, He # only rich in Mercy, 
to whom nothing is wanting, or profitable, The 
moſt liberal:Monarch doth not always give, for he 
ſtands in need of his Subje&ts. And 8 there is 
an expetation of Service for the ſupport of the giver, 
tis trafique and no gift, Humane affeQion is begot- 
ten, and nouriſht by ſomething without, but the Love 
of God is from within : the miſery of the Creature is 
the occaſion, but the reaſon of it is from himſelf, And 
how free was that Love, that cauſ'd the infinicely 
bleſſed God to do ſo much for our recovery, as if his 
felicity were imperfect without ours ! 

It doth not prejudice the freeneſs of redeeming 
Mercy, that Chriſt's perſonal Glory was the reward 
of his Sufferings. | | 

x. *Tis true, that our Redeemer for the Foy that 
was ſet before him, endured the Croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, 


AN 
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and is ſet. down at the right hand of the throne of God: 
but he was not firſt drawn to the undertaking of that 
hard ſervice by the intereſt of the reward. For if we 
con{ider him in his Divine Nature, he was the ſecond. 
Perſon in the Trinity, equal to the firſt, he poſſeſt 
all the Snpreme Excellencies of the Deity, and by 
aſſuming our Nature the only gain he pyrchas'd to 
hiraſelf,. was to be capable of loſs for the accom- 
pliſhing oar Salvation, Such was the Grace of owur 
Lord Feſis Chriſt, that being rich, yet for our ſates hz 
becam? poor, that we through his poverty might be made 
rich, And although his humane Soul was encoura- 
oed by the Glorious recompence the Father promi- 
ſed, to make him King and Judge of the WorlJ;. 
yet his Love to Man was not kindled from that con- 
{idera*ion,neither is it leſſened by his obtaining of it.. 
For immediately upon the union of the humane Na- 
ture to tae Eternal Son, the Higheſt Honour was due 
to him, When the firſt-begotten was brought into 
the World, 'twas ſaid, Let all the Angels of God wor- 
ſbip him. The Sovereign Power in Heaven and Earth Heb-1-6-- 
was his inheritance, annext to the dignity of his Pri- 
mogeniture * the Name above every name was a pre- 
ferment due to his Perſon, He voluntarily renounc'd 
his right for a time,and appear'd in the form of a Ser- 
vant upon our account, that by humbling himſelf he 
might accompliſh. our Salvation, He entred into Glo- 
ry after a courſe of Sufferings, becauſe the Oeconomy. 
of our Redemption ſo requir'd, but his original title 
toit was by the perſonal union, To illuſtrate this by 
a lower inſtance : the Mother of Moſes was call'd to- 
be his Nurſe by Pharaohs Daughter, with the pro- 
miſe of a reward, as if ſhe had no relation tohim : 
Now. the pure love of a Mother, not the gain of a 

OW POLY 27 08 & MIO. MOL Hl Nurſe 
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Nurſe, was the motive that inclin'd her to nourich 

Chriſtus e- him with her Milk, Thus the Love of Chriſt was 

mm per 1 the primary aQtive cauſe that made him liberal to us 

prog ” of his Blood : neither did the juſt expectation of the 

propter : 

premii cupi- reward take off from it. 

ditatemsideo The Sum is : the efſenceof Love conſiſts in defi. 

paſſus eſt ring the good of another without reſpec to our ſelves; 

_ quia benefa- 104 Love is ſo much the niore free, as the benefit we 

eng y give to another,is leſs profitable, or more damageable 

an : 2. tous, Now among Men 'tis impoſſible that to a 

mentumGlo- vertuous benefatour there ſhould not redound a 

rie ex ſua double Benefit. | 

paſſione I. From the Eternal Reward which God hath pro- 

que rebat. Ge d, And, 

—_ 2. From the Internal Beauty of an honeſt ation, 
which the Philoſopher affirms, doth exceed-any loſs 
that can befal us, For if one dyes for his Friend, 
yet he loves himſelf moſt, for he would not chuſe to 
be leſs vertyous than his Friend, and by dying for 
him he excels him in Vertue, which is more valuable 
than Life it ſelf, But to the Son of God no ſuch ad- 
vantage could accrue ; for being infinitely holy and 
happy in his Eſſence, there can be no addition to his 

Pelichty or Yertues by any external emanation from 

him, His Love was for our profit, not his own, 

2. The freeneſs of Gods Mercy is evident by con- 
ſidering there was no tye upon him to diſpence it, 
Grace frietly taken differs from Love: for that may 
be a Debr, and without injuſtice not denied. There 
are inviolable obligations on Children to Love their 
Parents ; and duty leflens deſert: the performance of 
it doth not ſo much deferve praife, as the negle& 
merits cenſure and reproof, But the Love of God 
to Man is a pure, free, and liberal Aﬀection, no wy 

ue 
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due. The Grace of God, and the pift by Grace hath Roms 5: 15. 
abounded unto many, The Creation was an effuſion 
of goodneſs, ntuch more Redemption. Thou art wor- Rey, 4. 11. 
thy, O Lord, to receive Glory, and Honour, and Power : 
for thou haſt created all things, and for thy pleaſure th:y 
are, awd were created.. Tis Grace that gave being 
to the Angels, with all the prerogatives that adorn 
their Natures : *tis Grace confirm'd them in their ori- 
ginal integrity. For God ows them nothing, and 
they are nothing to him. *Twas Grace that plac't 
Adam \n Paradiſe, and made him as a vifible God 
in the lower World. And it Grace alone diſpenſed 
benefics to innocent Creatures, much more to thoſe 
who are obnoxious to juſtice : the firſt was free, but 
this is merciful. And this leads to.the ſecond confi- 
deration, which exalts redeeming Love. 

The objec of it is Man in his lapſed ſtate. In this 
reſped& it excels the goodneſs that prevented. him at 
the beginning. In che Creation as there wasno objet 
to invite; ſo nothing repugnant to mans being and 
happineſs : the duſt of the Earth did not merir ſuch 
an excellent condition as it received from the pure 

| bounty of God, but there was no moral unworthi- 
neſs. But the Grace of the Goſpel hach a different 
object, the wretched and unworthy, and it produ- 
ces different operations, *tis healing and medicinal, 
ranſoming and delivering, and hath a peculiar cha- 
racer among the Divine Attributes. *Tis goodneſs 
that crowns the Angels, but 'tis Mercy, the Sanc&tu- 
ary of the guilty, and refuge of the miſerable, char 
ſaves Man.. The Sctiprure hath conſecrated the name 
of Grace in a ſpecial manner, to ſignifie the moſt cx- 
cellent and admirable, favour of God in recovering 
us from our juſtly deſerv'd miſery, We are ju/tifiea 


freely 
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Rom.3-24. freely by his Grace : By Grace we are ſaved: Grace 
Eph.2.5- and Truth is come by Feſws Chriſt : 'tis the Grace of 
LT: God that brings Salvation, And this is gloriouſly 
It 2+1Te manifeſted towards Man in that, 1. conſidered in 
himſelf he is altogether unworthy of it. 2, As 
compared with the fallen Angels, who are left un- 
der perfe& irremediable Miſery. 

Firſt, Man conſidered in himſelf is unworthy of 

the Favour of God, The uſual Motives of Love 
* are, 

1. The Goodnels of things or perſons. This is 
the proper alleFive of the Rational Appetite: There 
is ſuch a raviſhing Beauty in it, that it powerfully 
calls forth, Aﬀection. When there is an union of 
amiable qualities in a Perſon, every one finds an 
attractive. | 

2, A Conformity in Diſpoſition hath a mighty 
force to beget Love, Reſemblance is the common 
Principle of Union in Nature : Soc/al Plants thrive 
beſt when near oNer: Senſitive Creatures aflo- 
ciate with thoſe of their kind. And Love which is 
an affectionate Union, and a voluntary Band, is 
beſt cauſed by a Similitude in inclinations, The 
Harmony of Tempers is the ſtrongeſt and ſweeteſt 
tye of Friend(hip. 

3... Love is an innocent and powerful charm to 

Tibi monſt:a- Produce Love : *tis of univerſal Virtue, and known 
to amaroritm by all the World. None are of ſuch an unnatural 
mento, fine Hardneſs, but they are ſoftned and receive impreſ- 

| Herbis, five ſion from it. Now there are none of theſe induce- 
Carmine, k MentS to encline God to love Man. The firſt qua- 
1s amari ama. Jity he was utterly deſtitute of : Nothing excellent 
wy or amiable was in him: Nothing but Deformity and 
Defilements, The Love of God makes us amiable, 


but 
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but did not find us ſo. oe 2 eek is a free Fayour, 


not excited by the worth of him that receives it, 


but the grace of him that aiſpenſes it ; Herein God Rom.s. $. 


commended his Love to us, that while: we were Sinners 
Chriſt died for ws. Our goodneſs was not the Mo- 
tive of his Love, but his Love the original of our 
_ goodneſs, 

2. There is a fixed Contrariety in the corrupted 
nature of Man fo the Holy Nature and Will of God 
For which he is not only unworthy of his Love, but 


worthy of his wrath, We are oppoſite to Him in 


our Minds, Aﬀections and Actions : A ſtrong Ar- 


tipathy is ſeated in all our Faculties, How unqua- : 


. lified were we for his Love? There is /»fizize Holi- 
neſs in Him, whereby He is eterzally oppoſite to all 
_ Sin, yet He expreſt :zfinite Love to Sinners in ſaving 
them from Miſery. 

3. Thete was not the leaſt ſpark of Love in Man 
to God : notwithſtanding his izfizite Beauty and 
Bounty to us, yet we renewed adts of hoſtility a- 


Rom.5.10s 


gainſt Him every day. And it was the worſt kind &+-1- 30. 


of hoſtility ariſing from the hatred of God, and that 
for his Holineſs Nis moſt amiable PerfeAton : yet 
then in his' Love He pitied 5s, The ſame ftayour 
beſtowed on an Enemy, is morally more valuable than 
given to 4 Friend, For tis Love that puts a price 
on Benefits : and the more undeſerved they are, the 
more they are endeared by the Aﬀection that gives 
them. Here is Love, ot that we loved God, but that 
He lov:d us, and ſent his Son to be a Propitiation for 
our Sins, Woe were Rebels againſt God, and at 
enmity with the Prince of Lite, yet then He gave 
Himſelf for us. 
It will further appear that our Salvation comes 
X from 


1 Joh, 4.10+ 


1534 


Rome 5+ 6+ 
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from pure favour, if we confider Man not only as a 
rebellious enemy to God, but impotent and obſtinate, 
without power to reſiſt Juſtice, and. without affeQtion 
to defire Mercy, Sometimes the intereſt of a Prince 
may induce him to ſpare the guilty, he may be 
compell'd to pardon, whom he cannot puniſh. The 
multitude is the greateſt Potentate, The Sons of 
Lerviah were too ftrong for David : and then *tis not 
pity, but policy to ſuſpend the judgment. But our 
condition is deſcribed by the Apoſtle, that when we 
were ſinners, and without. ſtrength, then Chriſt dyed 
for.us, Manis a deſpicable Creature,ſo weak that he 
trembles at the appearance. of a worm, and yet ſo 
wicked that he lifts up his head againſt Heaven, How 
unable is he to encounter with offended Omnipo- 
tence ? How eaſily can God deſtroy him,when by his 
fole Word he made him? it he unclaſps his hand that 
ſuports all things, they will preſently relaſp into 
their firſt confuſion. The whole world of ſinners was 
ſbut up, utterly unable to repel or avoid his diſplea- 
ſure: And what amazing Love is it: to ſpare Rebels 


i:Sam-24.9, that were under his feet *' When. a man finds his enc- 


my, will he let him go well away * but God when we 
wese all'at his Mercy fpar'd and ſav'd us. 7 
Beſides, Rebels ſometimes ſollicic the favour of 
their Prince by their Acknowledgments, their. Tears 
and Supplications, the teſtimonies of their Repen- 
tance : but-Man perſiſted in his fierce enmity,and had 
the weapons of defiance in his hands againſt his Cre- 
ator ; he trampled on his Laws and deſpiſed his 


Deity, yet then the Lord of. Hoſt became the God of 
peace, In ſhort. there was nothing to call forth the 
Divine Compaſſion but our miſery : The Breach be- 
2an.on Man's part, but Reconciliation .on God's. 
Mercy 
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Mercy open'd his melting Eye,andprevented not only 
our deſert, but our expeCtation, and deſires. The 


deſign was laid from Eternity. God foreſaw our (in, 


and our miſery, and appointed a Saviour before the 1 Pet. 1. 20. 
foundation of the World, *Twas the moſt early and Ifa, 53. 10, 


pure Love to provide a ranſom for us before we 
| had a being z therefore we could not be deſerving,nor 
deſirous of it; and after we were made, we delery d 
nothing but Damnation. 

2. The Grace of God eminently appears in Mans 
recovery, by comparing his ſtate with that of the 


fallen Angels who are letc under miſery : this is a 


ſpecial circumſtance that magnifies the favour, and 
to make tt more ſenſible to us, it will be convenient 
briefly to conſider the firſt ſtate of the Angels, their 
fall, and cheir puniſhment, 

God in creating the World, formed two natures 
capable of his Image and Favour, to glorifie and 
enjoy him, Angels, and Men, and plac'd them in the 
principal parts of the univerſe, Heaven and Earth, 

. The Angels were the eldeſt Off-ſpring of his Love, 
the pureſt produQtons of that ſupreme Light : Man 
| In his beſt ſtate was inferiour to them, A great num- 


ber of them kept ot their firſt tate of integrity and fe- Plal. 8.5. 
licity. Their in is intimated in Scripture ; Ordain 1% 6+ 


not a Noviceleſt being lifted up with pride,he fall into the 


condemnation of the Devil: that is,leſt he become guii- 
ty of thar fin which brought a ſevere ſentence on the 


Devil. The Prince of darkneſs was blinded with the 


luſtre of his own excellencies, and attempted upon 
the Regalia of Heaven,afteRing an independent ſtate. 
He dilaveucd his BenefaQor,inricht with his benefits. 
And in the ſame moment he with his companions 
in rebellion, were baniſhed from Heaven, Goa ſpared 

X 2 nt 


\ 
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not the Angels that ſinned, but caſt them down to Hell, 


and delivered them into Chains of Darkneſto be re-" 


ſerv'd unto Fudgment, Mercy did not interpoſe to. 


avert; or ſuſpend their Judgment, but immediately 
they were expell'd from the Divine Preſence. A ſo- 
lemn triumph in Heaven followed : a voice came out 
of the Throne ſaying, \Praiſe our God all ye his Servants :. 
nd there was as it were the voice of mighty:thundrings, 
ſaying, HallzInjah, for the Lord God Omnipotent reigns. 
They are now the moſt exzizent examples of revenging 
wrath. Their preſent miſery is inſupportable, and 
they expe worſe.. When our Saviour caſt' ſome of 
them out of the pofleſt perſons, they cried out, Art 
thou com? to tarment us before our time * Miſerimum:. 
eſt timere cum ſperes nihil ; *tis the height of miſery 
to have nothing to Hope, and.ſomething to. Fear.. 
Their: guilt is attended: with deſpair ; they are in 
everlaſting Ghains: He that carries the Keys-. of Hell. 
ad Death will never open their. Prifon.. If the ſen- 
tence did admit a Revocation after a million of 
ears, . their torment would be nothing in compari- 
gat what it is : for. the longeſt meaſure: of time 
bears no.proportian to. Eternity ; and hope would: 
allay the ſenſe of the preſent ſufferings with the-pro- 
ſpect of future eaſe. But their Judgment is ircever- 
Gble;- they are under the blacknefſi of darkneſs. for 
ever.. There is not the leaſt glimps of bope to allay 
their ſorrows, no Star-light to.ſweeten- the horrours 
of their Eteroal night. They are ſervi pzxs, that can 
nevcr be redeemed. It were a kind of pardon to them 
to be eapable of Death: but God will neverbe ſo far 
reconciled, as to annihilate them. His Anger ſhall be 
accompliſhed, aud. his Fury reſt. upon them. Immortali- 
ty, the priviledge of their nature; infinitly increaſes 
DEAR their 
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their torment : for when the Underſtanding by a 
ſtrong and 27Zzve apprehenſion, hath a terrible and 
unbounded proſpect of the continuance of their Suf- 
ferings, that whar is intolerable muſt be Eternal, 
this inexpreſſibly exaſperates their Miſery : There 
wants a word beyond Death to ſet it forth. This is 
the condition of the ſinning Angels, and God might 
have dealt in as firi&t Juſtice with rebellious Man. 
'Tis true there are. many Reaſons may be affigned 
why the Wiſdom of God made no provifton for 
their Recovery, 

I. It was moſt decent that the fr Breach of the 
Divine Law ſhould be. puniſht, ro ſecure Obedience 
for the future, . Prudent Lawgivers are ſevere againſt 
the fi/# Tranſgreſſors, the Leaders in Diſobedience : 
He that frſf preſumed to break the Sabbath, was by 
God's command put to Death. And Solomon the 
King of. Peace, punitht the firſt attempt upon his 


Royalty with Death, chough in the perfon.. of his 


Brother. 


2: The Malignity of their Sin was in the higheſt 


depree : For ſuch was the. clearnefs of. rhe Aagetical 


Underſtanding, that there was nothing of Ignorance . 


and Deceit to lefſen the voluntarinefs of their Sin ; 
'twas no miſtake, but Malice : They fell in the lighr 


ob Heaven, and rendered themſelves incapable of - 
Mercy. . As under the Law, thoſe who finned with - 
a high hand ; that is,. not out of Ignorance or Imbe-Heb. 9.7." 


cillty to pleafe their Paffrons, -but knowingly and 
proudly deſpiſed the Command, their Prefupmtion 
was 7/nexptable, no Sacrifice was appointed for it. 
And the Goſpel, though the Declaration of Mercy, 
yet excepts thoſe who ſin the great Tranſgrefſion 
again the Holy Ghoſt. - Now .of ſuch a narure | 


WAS. - 
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was the Sin of the Revellious Azgels, it being a 


contemptuous violation of Gods Majeſty, and there- 
fore unpardonable, Beſides, they are wholly fp;ri- 
tual Beings, without any allay of flzh, and ſo fell 
to the utmoſt in evil, there being nothing to ſuſpend 
the intireneſs of their Will : whereas the Human? 
Spirit is more ſlow by its 42/02 with the Body, And 
that which extremely aggravates their fin is, that 
it was committed in the ſtate of perfe& Happineſs, 
They deſpiſed the full fruztioz of God: 'twas there- 
fore congruous to the Divizz Wiſdom, that their 
final Sentence ſhould depend upon their fr Election: 
whereas Mans Rebellion, though inconceivably 

reat, was againſt a lower Light and leſs Grace 
iſpenſed to him, 

3. They finnd without a Tempter,and were not 
in' the ſame capacity with Man to be reſtord by a 
Saviour, The Devil.is an or:gizal Proprietor in 
Sin, *tis of his own; Man was beguiled by the Ser- 
pents ſubtilty : as he fell by anothers Malice, ſo he 
is recovered by anothers Merit. 

4. The Azpelical Nature was not entirely loſt, 
Myjriads of bleſſed Spirits ſtill continue in the place 
of their Innocency and Glory, and for ever aſcribe 
to the Great Creator that i2communicable Honour, 
which is due to Him, and perfe&tly do his Commazd- 
ments, But all Mankind was loſt in Adam, and no 
Religion was left in the lower world, 

Now although in theſe and other reſpedts it was 
moſt conſiſtent with the Wiſdom and Juſtice of 
God, to conclude them under an irrevocable Doom, 
yet the principal cauſe that enclind him to ſave 
Man, was meer and pertet Grace. The Law made 
no diſtintion, but awarded the ſame Puniſhment : 

| Mercy 
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Mercy alone made the difference : and the reaſon of 
that is in Himſelf, Millions of them fell Sacrifices 
to Juſtice, and guilty Man was ſpared. *Tis not 
for the excellency of our Natures, for Man in his 
Creation was lower than the Angels; nor upon the 
account of Service, for they having more eminent 
Endowments of Wiſdom and Power might have 
brought greater honour to. God ; nor for our Inno- 
cence, for-t hongh not equally, yet we had. highly 


offended Him : But it mult be reſolved izto that Love - 
Epheſ: 


which paſſeth Knowledg.. *Twas the unaccountable 
Pleaſure of God that preferr'd babes beforethe wiſe and 
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prudent : and herein Grace is moſt glorious, He jy Mat-11+ 


0. wiſe took the nature: of Anzels, though inmurtal 
Spirits ;. He did not put torch his hand co help them, 


for their relief, they are under azallayed wrath : but 
Hz took, the Secd of Abraham, and plants a new Co- 


hony, of thoſe who ſprung from the Earthz in the 
Heavenly Country, to fill up the vacant places of 
thoſe Apoſtate Spirits, This is juſt matter of our: 
higheſt admiration, why the milder Attribute is ex-- 


erciſed towards Man, and the ſeverer on them z 
Why the vellels of c/ay are choſen; . and the veſlels 


of Gold negleted? How can we refle& upon. it - 


without the warmeſt Aﬀections to our Redeemer > 

We ſhall never fully underſtand the Riches of gi- 

ſtinguiſhing Grace, till our. Saviour ſhall be their 
D dna oO AOENY 

Juds, and recetve -us into-the Kingdom of Toy and 


Glory, and condemn themto an Eternal Separation | 


from his Preſence, 


Epheſ. 1.6. 
Heb.2, : 


and break the force of their Fall, He did nothing 
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The Greatneff of Redeeming Love atſcovered by con- 
fidering the Ewils from which we are freed, The 
Servitude of Sin, the Tyranny of Satan, th: Bon- 
dage of the Law, the Empire of Death. The mea- 
ſure of Love # proportionable to the degrees of our 
Mifery. AN poſſible Remedy for #s 7 Nature. 
Our Deliverance z compleat, The Divine Love is 
magnified in the Means by which our Redeemer is 
accompliſh'd. They are the Incarnation and Suffer- 
ings of the Son of God, Love i manifeſted in the 
Incarnation, #poz th2 account of the eſfential Con- 
dition of the Nature aſſumed, and its Servile ſtate, 
Chriſt took owr Nature after it had loſt its Inno- 
cency. The meft evident Proot of God's Love is 
in the-Sufferings of Chriſt. The deſcription of them 
with reſpect to his Soul and Body. The Safferings 
of his Soul ſet forth from the Caſes of his Griet 3 
The Dsſpoſition of Chriſt, aud the Deſigz of God in 
afflitting Him, The ſorrows of his forſaken ſlate. 
All comforting Influences were ſuſpended, but with- 
out prejndice- tothe Perſonal Hnion, or the perfection 
of his Grace, or the Love of his Father towards 
Him, The Death of the Crols confidercd, with 
reſpect to the Ignominy and Torment that concurr d in 
it, The Love of the Father and of Chriſt anpli- 
fred upon the account of his enduring it, 


He next Circumſtance to be - conſidered in the 
Divine Mercy is the degree of it : And this 
isdeſcribed by the Apoſtle inall the dimenſions which 


Can 
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can fignifie its greatneſs. He prays for the Eph-/7- 
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ans,that they may be able to comprehend with all Saints Eph.3.18. 


the breadth, and length, and depth, and height of the 
love of God in Chrift which paſſes knowledge. No lin- 

ge is ſufhcient to expreſs it : if our hearts were 
as large as the Sand on the Sea-ſhore, yet they were 
roo ſtraight to comprehend it. But although we 
cannot arrive to the perfect knowledg of this excel- 
lent Love, yet 'tis our duty to ſtudy -it with the 

reateſt application of mind z for our happineſs 
; Awery upon it ; cad ſo far we may underſtand 
as to inflame our hearts with a ſuperlative Aﬀe&ion 
to God. And the full diſcovery which here we 
deſire, and ſearch after, in the future ſtate ſhall be 
obtained by the preſence and light of our Redeemer, 
Now the greatneſs of the Divine Love in our Re- 
demption appears, 

1, By refleQing on the mighty Evils from which 
we are freed, | 

2. The means by which our Redemption is accom- 
pliſht. 

3. That excellent State to which we are advanced 
by our Redeemer, 

I. If we refle&t upon the horrour of our natural 
Rate, it will exceedingly heighten the mercy that de- 
livered us, This I have in part opened before, there- 
fore I will be the ſhorter in deſcribing it. Man by his 
rebellion had forfeited Gods favour, and the honour 
and happineſs he injoyed in Paradiſe, And as there is 
no middle ſtate between Sovereignty and miſery, he 
that falls from the Throne ſtops not till he comes to 
the bottom ; ſo when Man fell from God and the dig- 
nity of his innocent ſtate, he became extreamly mi- 
ſerable, He is under the ſervitude of fin, the tyranny 

Y of 
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of Satan, the bondage of the Law, and the empire of 
Death, | | 

1. Man is a captive to fin. He is fallen from the 
hand of his counſel, under the power of his paſſi- 
ons, Love, Hatred, Ambition, Envy, Bear, Sorrow, 
and all the other ſtinging Aﬀections, ( of: which is 
true what the Hiſtorian ſpeaks of the ſeveral kinds 
of Serpents in Africa, Qnantns nominum. tantus mor- 
tium numerus ) exerciſe a tyranny over him, Azd 


Mat. 6-24. if. no man can ſerve two Miſters, as the Oracle of 


Truth tells us, how-wretched is. the ſlavery of Man, 

whoſe paſſions are ſo oppolit, that in obeying one, he 

cannot eſcape the laſh: of many imperious Maſters, 

He is poſſeſt with a Legion of impure luſts. And as 

the Demoniac- in the Goſpel was ſometimes caſt 

into the fire, and ſometimes into the-waterz- ſo is he 

hurried by the fury of contrary paſſions. This ſer- 

vitude-to iſin._is in.all reſpe&ts compleat, For thoſe 

who ſerve are either born ſervants, or bought with a 

peice, or made captives by force : and fin hath all 

Pſal. 511 theſe kinds of title to man, He # conceived and born 
Rom.7-. t#nſin:. hets ſold undey fin.: and ſells. himſelf to doevil, 
If. 28-15- As that which is ſold paſſes into the poſleſſion of the 
buyer, —ſo the- ſinner exchanging - himſelf for. the 

pleaſures of fin, is under its power. Original fin took 

poſſeſhon of our nature, and. actual of our. lives, 

He is the fervant of corruption by yeilding- to it : 

> Pet. 2. 19.f9r of whom a m41# overcome, of the: ſame he is brought 
iz bondage. "The condition of the moſt wretched bond- 

ſlave is more ſweet and leſs ſervile than that of a fin- 

ner. For the ſevereſt tyranny is exerciſed only upon 

Shves are the body,the ſoul remains free in themidfſt of chains; 
called 94% ht the - power of fin opprefſes the Soul, the. moſt 


hs Ow noble part, and defaces the bright character of the 
v.1$.13, : 2 -o Pioles 
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Deity that was ſtampt upon its viſage. The worſt ſla- 


very is terminated with this preſent life. In the grave Job 3-19,19 


the Priſoners reſt together, they hear not the woice of the 
Oppreſor. The ſmall and the great are there, and the 
Servant free from his Maſter, But there is no ex- 
emption from this ſervitude by death, it extends its 
ſelf to Eternity. 

- 2. Man fince his fall is under the tyranny of Sa- 
tan, who is call d the God of this World, and is 
more abſolute then all temporal Princes, his domini- 
on being over the will. He overcame maz in Paradiſe, 
and by the right of War he rules over him, The ſoul 
is kept in his bondage by ſubtile Chains, of which 


the ſpiritual nature is capable. The underſtanding is 


captivated by ignorance and errors; the will by in- 
ordinate 8 dangerous luſts ; the memory by the ima- 
ges of {inful pleaſures, thoſe mortal viſions which 
inchant the ſoul, and make it not deſirous of liberty. 
Never did cruel Pirat fa incompaſſionately urge his 
Slaves to ply their Oares in charging, or flying from 
an enemy, as Satan incites thoſe who are his cap- 


tives to do his will. And can there be a more affliting 2 Tim. 2:26s 


calamity, then to be the flave of ones enemy, eſpect- 
ally if baſe and cruel This is the condition of man, 
he is a captive to the Devil,, who was a Liar and a 
Murderer from the beginning. He is under the rage 
of that bloody Tyrant, whoſe ambition was to ren- 
der Man as miſerable as himſelf, who in triumph 


upbraids him for his folly, and adds deriſion to his 


Cruelty. 


3. Fallen Man is under the Curſe and Terrors of 


the Law. For being guilty, he is juſtly expoſed to 
the puniſhment threatned againſt tranſzreſſours, 
without the allowance of repentance to obtain par- 


T3 don; 
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don. And Conſcience,which is the Eccho of the Law 
in his boſom, repeats the dreadful ſentence, This is 
an Accuſer which none can filence, a Judge chat 
none can decline: and from hence it is that Men all 

Hcb. 2. their life are ſubject to bondage, being obnoxious to 
the wrath of God, which the awakened Conſcience 
tearfully ſets before them, 

- This complicated Servitude of a Sinner, the Scy:- 
pture reprelents under great variety of Smlitudes, 
that the dete&s of one may be ſupplied by another, 

Joh. 8. 34. Every Sinner is a Serwart, now a Servant by flight 
may recover his Liberty : But he is not only a Ser- 

aTim.2-%1t- yant, but a Captive in chains : A Captive may be 
freed by laying down a Ranſom ; but the Sinner is 

Mar. 18, not only a Captive, but deeply in debt: Every 

Debtor is not miſerable by his own fault, it may be 
his Intelicity not his Crime that he is poor , but the 
Sinner is guilty of the higheſt 'offence : A puilty 

If. 6. Perſon may enjoy his Health, but the Sinner 1s fick 
| of a deadly Diſeaſe, an incu- 

2 Tim, 2. 25. The Apoſile ſets forth xable wound : He that is ſick. 


he Converſion of a Sinner, by the 1 ounded may ſend for the 
rtpord ecvorynpev, which ſignifies an 


awaking out of ſleep, cauſed by the P hyfician in order to is Reco- 

fumes of Wine, or firong Liquor ; VETY 3 But the Sinner is .in a 
which is an excellent refemblance of deep fleep. He that is afle 

the Sinners flate, wherein the $pi- may awake, But the Sinner is 

ritual Senſes are bound up, and the 5, 4 ſtate of Death, which im- 

Paſſions, a5 thick, and malignant Va; y; ot only a Ceſſation from 
pours, cloud the Mind, that it cau= P SY, y bo * 

not refle@ upon their Miſeriec. all vital Atons, bur an abiv- 

lute diſability to perform them, 

The Underſtanding is diſabled for any Sp:ritual Per- 

ception, the Will for any Holy Taciinations, the 

whole Man is diſabled forthe ſenſe of his wretched 

ſtate. This is the Prritnal Death which juſtly ex- 

| poles 
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poſes the Sinner to Death zemporal and eternal. 

4. Every Man as deſcending from Adazr, is born a 
Sacrifice to Death. His condition in this world is 
ſo wretched and unworthy the original exceltency 
of his Nature, that it deſerves not the name of 
Life: *Tis a continual exerciſe of ſinful A&ions 
diſhonourable to God, and damning to himſelf, and 
after the ſucceſſion of a few Years in the defilements 
of Sin, and the accidents of this frail ſtate, in doing 
and ſuffering evil, Man comes to his fatal Period, 
and falls into the bottomleſs Pit, the place of Pol- 
lutions and Horrors, of Sin and Torments, 'Tis 
there That the wratb of God abides on him ; and who Plal.go. 12. 
knows the power of his wrath ? According to his fear ſo 
is his wrath, Fear is an unbounded Paſhon, and can 
extend it ſelf to the apprehenſion of fuch Torments, 
which no firite Power can inflict : But the Wrath 
of God exceeds the moſt jealous fears of the guilty 
Conſcience, It proceeds, from 7»finite Juſtice, and 
is executed by Almighty Power, and contains emi- 
nently all kinds of evils. A Lakeof flaming Brim- 
ſtone, and whatever is moſt dreadful to Sezſe, is bur 
an imperfect Allyſior to repreſent it. 

And how great is that Love which pitied 8 reſcu- 
ed us from Sin and Hell « This Saving Mercy is ſet 
out for its tenderneſs and vehemence by the commo- 
tion of the bowels, at the fight of one in miſery : Luke 1. 78. 
eſpecially the working of the Mother's, when any evil 
befals her Children : Such an inward deep reſentment 
of our diſtreſs was in the Father of Mercies. When we 
were in our blood, He ſaid to us, Live, And that which Ezck. 
further diſcovers the eminent degree of his Love is, 
that He might have been unconcerned with our 
Diſtreſs, and left us under deſpair of Drs 

cre 


166 


Dan.3-27- 
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There is a Compaſſion which ariſeth from Selt-love, 
when the ſight of anothers Miſery ſurpriſes us, and 
affe&s us in ſuch a manner as to diſturb our Repoſe, 
and imbitter our Joy, by conſidering our liableneſs 
to the ſame troubles, and from hence we are enclin'd 
to help them, -And there is a Compaſſion that pro- 
ceeds from: pure love.to the miſerable, when the 
Perſon that expreſſes it, is above all the aſſaults of 
evil, and incapable of all Aﬀections that might 
leſſen his Felicity, and yet applies himſelf. to.relieve 
the afflicted ; and ſuch was God s towards Man. 

Tf it had been a tollerable Evil under which, we 
were faln, the Mercy that recovered us had been 
leſs.: For Benefits are valued by the neceflity of the 
receiver. But Man was diſinherited of Paradiſe, an 
Heir of He#, his Miſery was inconceivably great. 
Now - the meaſure of God's Love is proportionable 
to the Miſery from whence we ate redeemed, If 
there had been- any. poſſible Remedy for us in Na- 
ture, our engagements hdd not been ſo great: But 
only He that created us by his Power, could reſtore 
us by his Love. Briefly, it magnifies the D:vize 
Compaſſion that our Deliverance is full and intire. 
It had been admirable Favour to have mitigated our 
Miſery, but we have perfect Redemption, ſweetned 
by the remembrance of thoſe dreadful evils that op- 
preſt us, As the three Hebrew Martyrs came un- 
hurt out of the fiery Furnace, The hatr of their heads 
were not ſinged, nor their coats changed, nor the ſmell 


of the fire had paſſed ou them, So the Saints above 


| have no marks of Sin or Miſery remaining upon 


them, not the /eaſ? ſpot or wrinkle to blaſt their Beau- 
ty, nor the leaſt trouble to diminiſh their Bleſſed- 
neſs ; but for ever poſlcſs the Fulneſs of Joy, and 

Eon Glory; 


i the Contrivanie of Mans Redemption. 
Glory, a. pure and: triumphant Felicity, 


2. The Greatneſs of the Di;viz?: Love towards 
faln Man appears in the means by which our Re- 


demption 1s accompliſh*, And thoſe are the Incar- 
zation and Sufferings of the Son of God. The I 
carnation manifeſts this Love upon a double account. 


I. Inregard of tne eſſential condition of the. na- 


ture he aſluma'd. 
2. Its Servile ſtate and meanneſs.. 


I. The eſſential condition of the. humane nature. 


aſſum'd by our Redeemer diſcovers his tranſcen- 
dent Love to us. . For: what proportion is there be- 
tween God and Man 2 Infinite: and Finite are not 
terms that admit comparyſon, . as Greater and. Leſs, 
but are diſtant,as AN and Nothing. The whole World 
before him, is but as the drop of "the Bucket that hath 
ſcarce weight to fall ; and the ſmall duſt of the Ballance, 
that is not of ſuch moment as to turn the ſcales , "tis as 
nothing, and counted leſſthen nothing and vanity. The 
Deity in its own nature includes Independence.and 
Sovereignty... To be a Creature: implys dependence, 
and ſubjettion. . The Angelical Nature is infinitely 
inferior to the: Divine, and Man is lower then the 
Angels ; yet the Word was made Fleſh. Add to this, 


he was not made as Adam in the perteftion of his 
nature, and beginning the firſt .ſtep of : his life inche - 


full exerciſe of Reaſon;and Dominion over the Crea: 
tures, but he:came into the World by the way of a 


natural birth,..and dependance upon a mortal Crea- 
ture; The Eternal Wiſdom of -the Father ſtoopt to : 
a ſtate of infancy, which is moſt diſtant from that 


of Wiſdom, wherein though the. Life yet the Light of 


the reaſonable Soul is not viſible, 8 the mighty God 


to.a condition of indigence and infirmity, The Lord : 


ot. : 
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Phil.2.5,6, 
7) 8, 


Tohn 17: 3+ 
I{a.6.1,2+ 
Prov. $.15+ 


The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 
of Nature ſubmitted tothe Laws of it, Admiratie 
Love, whercin God ſeemed to forget his own Great- 
neſs, and the meanneſs of the Creature ! This is more 
indeared to us by conftdering, 

2. The Servile ſtate of the Nature he aſſumed, An 
account of this we have in the Words of the Apoftle, 
Let this mind be in you,which was alſo iz Chriſt, who be- 
ing in the form of God, that is, injoying the Divine 
Nature with all its Glory eternally, and 1ovariably, 
As tobe in the form of a King, ſignifies not only to 
bea King, but to have all the conſpicuous marks of 
Royalty,the Crown,Scepter, Throne,the Guards and 
State of a King. Thus our Saviour pofleſt that Glo- 
ry that is truly Divine, before he took our nature, 
The Angels adored him in Heaven, and by him 
Princes reigned on the Earth. 'Tis added, he thought it 
no robbery to be equal with God, that is,being the eflen- 
tial Image of the Father, he had a rightful poſſeſſion 
of all his perfcCtions, Yet he made himſelf of no reputa- 
tiow, and took upon him the form of a ſervant, and was 
made in the likenefi of Man , this is a lower degree of 
condeſcenſion, than the aſſuming the naked humage 
nature, A Servant is not ſimply a Man, there being 
many Men ot higher quality, but a Man in a low 
State. Now he that was in the form of God, 
leflened himſelf into the form of a ſervant, that 
is, took the humane nature without honour, attended 
with its infirmities , So that by the vifible condition 
of his lite, he. wasjudged to bean ordinary perſon, 
and not that under that meanneſs. the Lord of An- 
gels had been concealed. This will more diſtin&ly 
be underſtood, if we conſider the * aotary of his cx- 
tracticn, .the poverty of his birth, and the tenor of 
his life whiiſt he convert with Men, What Nation 

was 


he preſently returned to the lowneſs of his former 
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was more deſpicable in the eſteem of the World than 

the Fews ? and Chriſt came of their ſtock ; and a- The Jews 
mong the Fews none were more vilified than the Ga- 97e called by 
lileans, and in Galilee Nazareth was a contemptible TACKCUS, F'F- 
village, and in Nazareth the Family of Foſeph was = aha on 
very obſcure, and to himour Saviour was nearly al-T ib. 5. Hitt. 
lied. His reputed Father was a Carpenter, and Joh-7.50- 
his Mother a poor Virgin, that offered #wo Pigeons Joh-1-46. 
for her purification, He firſt breathed in a Stable, LuK-Z. I4- 
and was covered with poor ſwadling-cloaths, who HneIGs 
was Maſter of Heaven and Earth,and adorns all crea- 

tures with theirglory. But Love made him who is 
Heir of all things, renounce the priviledge of his ſu- | 
pernatural Sonſhip. Incredible condeſenfion | There- 
tore an Angel was diſpatcht from Heaven, who ap- | 
peared with a ſurprizing miraculous light, the viſible | 
character of his dignity, to prevent the ſcandal which | 
might ariſe irom the meanneſs of his condition, and | 
to aſſure the Shepherds that the Babe which lay in 
the Manger, was the Redeemer of the World, The ,,.. .. | 
courſe of his Life was a preface, and preparative for | 
the Death ot the Groſs. He had a juſt right to 1 
all that Glory, which a created Nature perſonally | 
united to the Deity could receive, Anceminent -in- 

ſtance of it there is in his Transfiguration, when Glo- | 
ry deſcended from Heaven to encornpaſs him; that 
which was ſo ſhort ſhould have been continual, but 


r3 
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condition. - The fulneſs of the Godhead dwelt in hins | 
bodily, yet in his humble {tate he was voluntarily | 
deprived of thoſe admirable effects which ſhould pro- | 
ceed from that union.Strange ſeparation between the | 
Deity, and the Glory that reſults ftrom'it ! God is | 
light, and the Son 1s the brightneſs of his Fathers 

L | Glory. 


Phil. 2. 
Eſa.53-2+ 


2 Cor-8.90 
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Glory, yer in his Pilgrimage upon the Earth he was 
alwayes under a cloud. Aſtoniſhing Miracle ! tran- 


ſcending all thoſe in the courſe of Nature,yer the po- 


wer of Love effeted it. He was madenotonly law- 
er than the Angels, but leſs than all Men, joyning (Oh 
amazing abatement! ) the Majcfty of God, with 
the meanneſs of « Worm, The High and Lofty-Que, 
whom the Prophet-ſaw Exalted on a Hizh Throne, and 
all the Powers of Heaven in a poſture of Reverence 
about Him, was deſpiſed and rejected of Men : they 
turned their eyes from him, not. for the luſtre of his 
Countenance, but for ſhame, 

If the Lord had affumed our Nature in its moſt 
honourable Condition, and appeared in its Beauty, 
the condeſcenfion were infinite : For although Men 
are diſtingniſh'd among themſelves by Titles of Ho- 
nour, yet as two Gloworms that ſhine with an une- 
qual brightneſs in the Night, are equally obſcured 
by the light of the Sax ; So all men, thoſe that: 
are advanc'd to the moſt eminent degree, as well as 
the moſt abje& and wretehed, are in the ſame di- 
ſtance from God, But He emptied himſelf of all his 
Glory, he grew up as a tender Pl1nt, and as a Root out 
of a dry ground, there was uo Form or Gomlineſs in 
him, From his Birth to the time of his Preaching 
he lived fo privately, as only known under the 
quality ofthe Garpexters Son. There was a con- 
tinual reprefſion of that inconceivable Glory, that 
was due to him the firſt moment of his appearing a- 
mong Men. In ſhort, His deſpiſed Condition was 
an abaſement not only of his Divinity, but his Hu- 
manity, And how conſpicuous was his Love in this 
darkning Condeſcenſion ? We know the Grace of the 


'Lord Feſus Chriſt ; that though he was rich, he became 


poor 
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poor for our ſakes, He did not aſſume that which 
was due to the excellency of his Nature, but what 
was convenient for our Redepmtion, which was to 
be accompliſht by Sufferings. 
Where can be found an Example of ſuch Love 2 
Some have favourable Inclinations to help the di- 
ſtreſſed, and will expreſs ſo much Compaſhon as is _ 
conſiſtent with their ſtate and quality : But if in 
order to the relieving of the miſerable, one .muſt 
ſubmit to what is ſhameful, who hath an affection 
ſo ſtrong and vehement as to purchaſe his Brothers 
Redemption at the loſs of his own Honour * Yet the 
Son of God deſcended from his Throne, and put on 
our vile Mortality : He parted with his Glory that 
He might be qualificd to part with his Life for our 
Salvation. How doth this exalt his Compaſſion to 
us © - ; | 
And further, He took our Nature after it had 
loſt its Primitive Innocency, The natural diſtance 
between God and the creature is finite, the moral 
between God and the ſinful creature, if poſſible, is 
more than 7zfinite : Yet the Mercy of our Redeemer 
overcame this diſtance, What an extaſie of Love 
tranſported the Son of God fo faras to eſpouſe our 
Nature, after it was defiled and debaſed with Sin 2 
He was eſſextial Innocence and Purity, yet He came 
in the fumilitude of finful fleſh, which to outward 
view was not different from what was really ſinful. 
He was the Holy Lawgiver, yet He ſubmitted to 
that Law, which made Him appear under the cha- 
racter and diſreputation of a Sinner. He paid the Gal.g.4. 
bloody Tribute of the Children of wrath, being 
circumciſed as guilty of Adam's Sin ; and he was 
baptiſed as guilty of his own. 
f As 7 2, The 


Rom. 8. 3» 


272 
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2, The moſt cvident and ſenfible proof of the 
preatneſs of Gods Love to Mankind, is in the Syf- 


tecrings of our Redeemer to obtain our Pardon, 


He is called in Scripture, A man of Sorrows, the 
title ſignifies their number and quality, His whole 
Life was 4 continual Paſſion: He ſuffered the cox- 
tradiction of Sinners, who by their maticious Ca- 
lumnies obſcur'd the luſtre of his Miracles and moſt 
innocent Actions : Heendured the Tem::tations of 
Satan in the Deſert : He was often in danger of his 
Life ; But all theſe were nothing in compariſon of 
his laſt Sufferizgs. *Tis therefore ſaid, that at the 
bare apprehenſion of them, He b:gaz to b: ſirrowful, 
as if He had neyerfelt any Griet titi chen: His 
former Aﬀii&tions were like ſcatter'd drops of Rain ; 
But as in the Deluge All the Fountains beneath, and 
all the Windows of Heaven above were opened , So in 
our Savieurs laſt Sufferizgs, the Anger of God, the 
Cruelty of Men, the Fury of Devils broke our to- 
gether againſt him, And that the degrees of his 
Love may be meaſured by thoſe of his Sufferings, 
it will be fit to conſider them with reſpe& to his 
Soul and his Body, The Goſpel delivers to us the 
relation of both. 
1. Upon his entrance into the Garden, He com-_ 
plains, My Soul i exceeding ſorrowful, even unts 
Death. There were preſent only Peter, Fames.,and 
Fohn his happy Favourites, who aſſured him of 
their fidelity ; there was no viſible enemy to afflit 
Him, yet his Soul was environ'd with Sorrows. 'Tis 
ealie to conceive the in;uries He ſuffered from the 
rage of Men, for they were terminated upon his 
Body ; But how to underſtand his inward Suffer- 
ings, the wounds of his Spirit, the croſs to which 


his 
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his Soul was nailed, is very difficult. Yet theſe 
were in expreſſibly greater as the viſible effects de- 
declare. The anguiſh of his ſoul fo att-&ed his body, 
that his Sweat was as it were great drops of Blood, the 
miraculous evidence of his Agony, The terror was 
ſo dreadful, that the aflutance of an Angel could 
not calm it, And it we confider the cauſes of his 
grief, the diſpolitions of Chriſt, and the deſign of 
God in afflicting him, it will further appear that no 
ſorrow was ever like his. The Cauſes were, 

1. The evil of Sin which 
ther : for the juſt meaſure of an evil is taken from 
the good to which it is oppoſit, and of which it de- 
prives us. Now Sin is formally oppoſit to the Ho- 
ly nature, and will of God, and meritorioufly de- 
prives of his blefled preſence for ever. Therefore 
God being the ſupreme Good, Sin is the ſupreme 
evil. And grief being the reſentment of an evil, thar 
which is proportioned to the evil of Sin muſt be in- 
finite. Now the Lord Chriſt alone had perfect 
light to diſcover Sin in its true horrour, and perfect 
zeal to hate it according to its nature: 'tor who can 
underltand the excellency of good, and the malig- 
nity of evil, but the Author of the one and the 
Judge of the other * who can fully conceive the guilt 
of rebel:ion againſt God, but the Son of God who 
1s alone able to comprehend his own Majeſty 2 On 
this account the griet of our Redeemer exceeded all 
the ſorrow of repenting Sinners, from. the begia- 
ning of the World. Forour knowledge is ſo impcr- 
fect, andour zeal ſo remiſs, that our grief for (in is 
much beneath what 'tis worthy of, but ſin was as 
harzfal to Qariſt as it is in it ſelf, andhis ſorrow 
was equal o inert. nn 
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' The Harmony of the Divine Attributes. 
2.The Death he was to ſuffer ,attended with all the 


"Curſes of the Law, and the terrible marks of Gods 
Indignation. From hence 'tis ſaid, he beg ax to be ſore 


Mats 14. 34* amazed and tobe very heavy, *Tis wonderful that 


Efa.53s 


the Son of God, who had perte& paticnce, and the 
ſtrength of the Deity to ſupport him, who knew that 
his Paſſion ſhould ſoon paſs away, and that the iſſue 
ſhould be his own glorious Reſurrection and the re- 
covery of lapſed Man, that he ſhould be ſhaken with 
fear and oppreſſed with ſorrow at the firſt approches 
of it : how mall5-*oke Martyrs have with an un- 
diſturbed courage embraced a more cruel death ? 
but to them 'twas diſarm'd, whereas our Saviour en- 
countered it with all its formidable Pomp, with its 
Darts and Poiſon. 

3. The Wrath of God was inflamed againſt him. 
For although he was perfectly Innocent, and more 
diſtant from ſin than Heaven is from the Earth, 
yet by the ordination of God, and his own conſent 
being made our Spoxſor, the Iniquity of 1 all was laid 
pon him, He ſuffered as deeply as if he had been 
ouilty. Vindictive juſtice was incxorable to his 
Prayers and Tears, Although he renewed his re- 
queſt with the greateſt ardency, as 'tis ſaid by the 
Evangeliſt, that being in an Agony hc prayed more 
earneſtly, yet God would not ſpare him. The Fa- 
ther of Mercies ſaw his Son humbled in his preſence, 
proſtrate on the Earth, yer deals with him in ex- 
tream ſeverity. He was ſtric#rn, ſmiten of God, and 
atflited, And who is able to conceive the weight 
ofGod's Hand when he punithes {tn according to its 
deſert ? who can underſtand the degrees of thoſe 
Sufferings when God cxacts ſatisfaction from one 
that was obliged, and able to make 1t ? how piercing 
were 
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were thoſe ſorrows whereby Divine Juſtice, infinite- 


ly incens'd,was to be appeas'd 2 Who knoxs the- 


conſequence of thoſe words, My God; My God, why 
haſt thou forſaken me 2 *Tis impoſſible to comprehend, 
or repreſent that great and terrible Myſtery. But 
thus much we nay underftand, That Holinefs and 
Glory being eſſezt:ic/ to the Deity, they are commu- 
nicated to the Reaſonable Nature when united to 
it But with this difference, that Holineſs neceſfa- 
rily reſults from Union with God : For Sin being 
infinitely repugnant to His Nature, makes a Separa- 
tion between Him and the creature : But Glory and 
Joy are difpenſed in a free and arbitrary manner, 


This derelictioz of our Saviour muſt be-underſtood 


with reſpe& to the ſecozd, not the fir Communica- 
tion, In the extremity of his Torments all his 


Aﬀections were innocent and regular, being only . 


raiſed to that degree, which the vehemency of the 
obje& required. He expreſt no murmur againſt 
God, nor anger againſt his enemies, His Faith, 
Love, Humility, Patience were then in their Ex- 
altation. Bur that glorious and unſpeakable Joy 
which in the courſe of his Life the Deity conveyed 
to Him,was then withdrawn, An impetuous torrent 


of pure unmixed Sorrows broke into his holy Soul.;. 
He felt no refreſhing emazations, ſo that having lot. 
the ſenſe of preſent Joy, there remained in his Soul . 
only the hope of futureJoy.And in that ſad moinent, . 
his Mind was ſo intent upon his Sufferings, that he - 


ſeems to have been diverted from the actual conſide- 
ration of the Glory that attended the iſſue of them. 


Briefly, All comforting Influences were ſuſpen- 
ded, but without prejudice to the Perſova/ Union, or. 
the Perfection of his Grace, or to the Love of his 

Father: 
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Father toward Him. His Soul was liable to ſorrows, 
as his Body to death. For the Dezty is the Prin- 
ciple of Life as well as of Joy , and as the Body of 


'Chriſt was thrce days in the ſtate of Death, and the 


Hypoſtatical Union remained entire; ſo his Soul was 
lett tor a time under the fearful impreſſions of wrath, 
yet was not ſeparated from the God-head, And 
although He endured what ever was neccſſary for 
the Expiation of Sin, yet all vitious Evils, as 
Blaſphemy, Hatred of God, and any other which 
are not inflicted by the Judg, but in ſtrictneſs are 
accidental to the Puniſhment, and proceed from 
the weakneſs or wickedneſs of the Patient, he was 
not in the leaſt guilty of, Beſides when his Fa- 
ther appeard an enemy againſt him, at that time 
He was infinitely pleaſed in his Obedience. Bur 
with theſe exceptions our Bleſſed Lord ſuffered 
whatever was due to us. 

The Sorrows of his forſaken ſtate were inexpreſ- 
ſibly great ; for according to the degree and ſenſe 
we have of Happineſs, ſuch in proportion is our 
orief for the loſs of it. Now Chriſt had the fulleſt 
enjoyment, and the higheſt valuation of Gods favour. 
His enjoyment was raisd above what the moſt glo- 
rious Spirits are capable of : All his Faculties were 
pure and vigorous, never blunted wich Sin, and in- 
timately united ro the Deity. How cutting then 
was it to :4is Soul, to be ſuſpended from the per- 
fe& viſion of God 2 To be divarc'd as it were from 
himſelf, and to loſe that Paradiſe He alwaies had 
within Him? If all the Angels of Light were at 
once depriv'd of their glory, the loſs were not 
equsl to this dreadful eclipſe of the Sux of Righ- 
reouſneſs: As it all the Stars were extinguitht, the 


darkneſs 
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darkneſs would not be ſo terrible, a s if the Sy the 
fountain of light were put out. Whatever his 
Sufferings were in kind, yet in degree they were 
anfwerable to the full and juſt deſert of Sin, and 
ſurpaſt the power of the Human? or 4ngelical Na- 
ture. to endure. In ſhort, His Sorcows were only 
equall'd by that Love which procured them. 

And as the Suferings infflitted by the hand of 
God, ſo the Evils He endured from men, declare 


the infiniteneſs of our Redeemers Love to us. For 


the further diſcovery of it, *tis neceſſary to refle&t 
upon his Death, which is fet down by the Apoſtle as 
the loweſt degree of his Humiliation, in which the 
ſucceſſion of all his Bodily Sufferizgs is included, it 
being the complement of all, And if we conſider 
the quality of it, the Goodneſs of our Redeemer 
will be more viſible in his voluntary ſubmiſſion to it. 
Two Circumſtances make the kind of death which 
is to be ſuffered, very terrible to us, Ignominy and 
Torment, and they eminently concur in the Death 
of the Croſs, 

I, The greateſt Ignominy attended it,and that in 
the account of God and Men. As honour is iz hone- 
_ rante, it depends upon the eſteem of others; ſo infa- 

my conſiſts in the judgment of others. Now in the 

' acount of the World every Death inflicted for a 
' Crime is attended with diſgrace : But that receives 
its degrees from the manner of it, To be executed 

privately is a favour, but to be made a ſpectacle to 

the multitude, cncreaſes the diſhonour of one that 

ſuffers. Whcn Death is ſpeedily inflicted, the 

ſence of ſhame is preſently paſt ; but to be expoſed 

to publick view tor many Hours, as a MaletaQor, 

whilſt the Beholders deteſt the Crime, and abhor the 

Aa Punith- 
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Pone Crucem 
Servo. Juven. 
Lat. 6. 

Liberi Homi- 
nes aut Cives. 
Romani hoc 
{upplicio afhic1 
non poterant 
niſi ſervi poene 
Gerent. 
Facinus eſt 
vincire Romad-_ 
num Civem, 
Scelus eſt yer- 
berare, prope 
Parricidivm 
Necares quid 
dicam in Cru- 
cem tollere > 
Verbo quidem 
ſatis dizno 
tam nefaria 
res appellari 
nullo modo 
potelt.. 
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Puniſhment, is an heavy aggravation of it. Be- 
heading which 1s ſuddenly diſpatcht by a Sword, a 
military Inſtrument, and \ Dans more honourable, 
was a Priviledg: But.to hang on the Croſs, was the 
moſt conſpicuous mark of the publick Juſtice and 
Diſpleaſure : a ſpecial Inftamy was concomitant 
with it. Among the Fews hanging on a Tree was 
branded with the Curſe : Therefore God comman. 
ded that the bodzes of thoſe that. were hanged on a tree, 


ſhould be taken down in the Evening, that the Land 


might not be defiled with a Curſe. And the judgment 
of other Nations was anſwerable: for it was only 
inflicted on the moſt infamous Offenders, as Fugi- 
tives, Slaves, Thieves, and Traitors, ſuch whom 
the lowneſs of their Quality, or the height of their 
Crimes rendred unworthy of any reſpe&t. Hence 
'tis,, that Czcero to aggravate the Cruelty of Verres 
in crucifying a Roman Citizen, calls it an unnamed 
wickedneſs, No Eloquence could equal the evil of it. 

2. The pain of that Death was extreme. The 
Hands and Feet, thoſe 'parts wherein the com- 
" of the Nerves meet, and are of. exquiſite 
Fence, Were nailed.. Crucified- perſons ſuffered: a 
ſlow Death, but quick Tarments : They felt them- 
ſclves die. Therefore in pity the Soldiers broke 
their Legs, to puta period to their Miſery. And 
to. compleat their Puniſhment, they were judg'd 
unworthy of Burial, the laſt conſolation. of the 
dead ;. they were deprived of Repoſe ip.the boſom 
of the Earth our common Mother, .and expoſed as 
a prey to Birds and Beaſts. 

Now the Son of God endured-no gentler or nobler 
Death than that of the Croſs. His pure and gra- 
clous. Hands, which were never ſtretcht out but to 

| __ do 
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do good, were pierced ; and thoſe Feet which bore Plal. 22. 


the Redeemer of the World, and for which the Wa- 
ters had a reverence, were nail'd. His Body, the 
precious workmanſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, the Tem- 
_ pleof the Deity, was deſtroyed. He that is the Glo- 
ry of Heaven was made the ſcorn of the Earth: The 
King of Kings was crucified between #wo Thieves,in 
Feruſalem, at their Sacred Feaſt, in the face of the 
World. His naked Body was expoſed on the Croſs 
for three Hours, only covered with a Veil of Dark- 
neſs. This was ſuch a fupezdrous ſubmiſſion of the 
Son of God, that his Deagp aſtoniſht the Univerſe 
in another manner, thangyis Birth and Life, his Re- 
ſurretion and Aſcenſion. Univerſal Nature re- 
lented at his laſt Syferings. The Sun was ſtruck 
with horrour and withdrew its light ; it did nor ap- 
pear crown'd with beams, when the Creator was with 
thorns, The Earth trembled, and the Rocks rent, 
the moſt inſenſible creatures ſmpathis'd with Him, 
and *tis in this we have the moſt viſible inſtance of 
Divine Love to us. 

The Scripture diſtinaly repreſents the Love of 
God in giving his Sz, and the Love of Chri/ in 
giving Himſelf to die for Man, and both require 
our deepeſt conſideration. 


The Father expreſt ſuch an exceſs of Love, that 


our Saviour himſelf ſpeaks of it with admiration : 
God ſo loved the world, that He gave his only begotten 


Son, that whoſoever believes on Him ſhould not periſh, Joh-3-16- 


but have everlaſting Life. If Abraham's reſolution 


to offer his ſon, was in the judgment of God a con- &£3+22+12, 


vincing Evidence of his Aﬀe&ion, how much more 
is the actual ſacrificing of Chriſt the ſtrongeſt proot 
of Gods Love to us? For God had a higher 
BIDS | Title 
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Title to Iſazc than Abraham had : The Father of 
Spirits bath a nearer claim, than the Fathers of 
the Fleſh. Abraham's readineſs to offer up his ſon 


' was Obedience to a Command, not his own choice ; 


was -rather an ac of Juſtice than Love, by which 
he render'd to God what was his own. But God 
Spared not his own Son itt whom he had an Eternal 
Right : And He was not only free from Obligation, 
bur not ſued to for our Salvation in that wonderful 
way. For what Love of Men, or of the moſt cha- 
ritable Spirits in Heaven could have conceived ſuch 
a thought, that the Som of God ſhould die for our 
Redemption ? It had beenggn impious Blaſphemy to 
have deſired it, ſo that Chriſt is the moſt abſolute 
gift of God to us, Belides, The love of Abraham 
is tobe meaſured by the Reaſons that might excite 
it ; For according to the amiablenefs of the objec; 
ſo much greater is the love that gives it, Many 
endearing cirumſtances made Iſazc the joy of his fa- 


ther, yet at the beſt he was an imprate& mortal crea- 


ture, ſo that but a moderate affe&tion was regularly 
due to him, Whereas our Redeemer was not a 
meer Man, or an Angel, but God's only begotten 
Son, which Title ſignifies his unity with him in his 


| ſtate and perfe&ions, and according to the Excel- 


lency of his Nature ſuch is his Fathers Love to him. 

In this was manifefted the Love of God to us, becauſe 
that God ſent his only begotten Son into the world, that 

we might live through Him, The Love of God in all 

temporal bleſſings 1s but faint in the compariſon with 

the Love that is expreſt in our Redeemer. As much 

as the Creator exceeds the creature, the gift of 

Chriſt is above the gitr of the whole world, Herein 

# Tpve, Faith the Apolil, that is the cleareſt and 

Mee hight 
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higheſt expreſſion of it that can be, God ſent his 
Son to be a Propitiation for our Sins, The Wiſdom 
and Power of God never acted to the utmoſt of their 
efficacy ; he could frame a more Glorious World, 
but the Love of God cannot in a higher degree be 
expreſt. As the Apoſtle to ſet forth how ſacred and 
inviolable Gods promiſe is, ſaith, that becauſe he could 
ſwear by no greater, he ſware by himſelf”, ſo when he 
would give the moſt excellent teſtimony of his fa- 


I8t 
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vour to mankind, he gave his Eternal Son, the Heir 


of his Love and Bleſſedneſs. The giving of Heaven 
it ſelf withallits Joys and Glory, is not ſo perfe&t 
and full a demonſtration of the Love of God, as the 
giving of his Son to die for us. 
According to the rule of common eſteem, a grea- 
ter Love was expreſt to wretched Man, than to 
Chriſt himſelf: for we expend things leſs valuable 
for thoſe that are more precious ; ſo that God in gi- 
ving him to die for us, declar'd that our Salvation 


was more dear to him then the life of his only Son; 


When no meaner Ranſom than the Blood Royal of 
Heaven could purchaſe our Redemption, God de- 
lighted in the expence of that ſacred Treaſure for 
us. It pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him. Though the 
Death of Chriſt abſolutely conſider'd was the high- 
eſt provocation of God's diſpleaſure, and brought 
the greateſt guilt upon the Fews, for which Wrath 
came upon them to the uttermoſt ;, yet in reſpe& of the 
end, namely the Salvation of Men, *twas the moſt 


Iſa. 53 


greatful Offering to him, 4 Sacifice of a ſweet ſmel-Eph, 5. > 


ling favour. This is an endearing circumſtance 

of Gods Love to us. God repented that he made 
Man, but never that he redeem'd him, 

nn Love Oe Foes, eike Love or 

rift 


. 
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Chriſt appears ina ſuperlative manner in dying for 


us. Creater Love hath no Man than this, that a Man 
liy der: » his life for his Friend. There is no kind of 


- Love thar exceeds the affection which is expreſt in 


dying for another: but there are diverſe degrees of 
it: and the higheſt is to die for our enemies. The 


Rom.5.7. A poſtle ſaith, perhap s for A good man ſome would dare to 


die, *Tis poſſible gratitude may prevail upon one 
who is under ſtrong obligations, to die ior his bene- 
factor. Or ſome may from a generous principle 
be willing with the loſs of their lives to preſcrve one, 
who is a general and publick good, But this is a 
rare, and almoſt incredible thing. *Tis recorded as 
a miraculous inſtance of the power ot Love, that 
the two Sicilian Philoſophers Damen, and Pithias, 
cach had courage to die for his Friend. For one of 
them being condemn'd to die by the Tyrant, and de- 
ſiring to give the laſt farewel to his Family,his Friend 
entered into Priſon as his Surety.to die for him, it he * 
did not return at the appointed time. And he came 
to the amazement of all, that expeaed the iſſue of 
ſuch a hazardous caution. Yet in this example there 
ſecms to be in the Second ſuch a confidence of the.fi- 
delity of the firſt, that he was aſſured he ſhould not 
dic in being a pledge for him: and in the firſt 'twas 
not meer friendſhip, or ſenſe of the obligation, but 
the regard of his own honour that made him reſcue 
his Friend from Death. And if Love were the ſole 
motive, yet the higheſt expreſſion of it was to pact 
with a ſhort life, which in a little time muſt have 


| been religned by the order of nature. . But the Love 


of our Saviour was ſo pure and great, there can be 
no retemblance, much leſs any parallel of it, Fos 
be was perfeAly Holy, and ſd the priviledge of im- 
NG 'mortallity 
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mortality was due to him, and his life was infinitely 
more precious than the lives ot Angels and Men, yet 
he laid it down and ſubmitted to a curſed Death, and 
to that which was infinitely more bitter, the Wrath 
of God. And all this for ſinful men, who were 
under the juſt and heavy diſpicaſure of the Almigh- 
ty, He loved us, and gave himſelf for us : It he had 
Y” interpoſed as an Advocate to ſpeak for us, or 
My had acted for our recovery, his Love had been -Qui me tan- 
admirable ; but he ſuffered forus. He is not only jon mee 
our Mediator, but Redeemer ; not only Redeemer, in reficiendo 
but Ranſom. he _ 
_ *Twas excellent goodneſs in David, when he ſaw &pertulit in- 
the deſtruction of his People, to offer Himſelf and ©'3"* 5*%. * 
Family as a Sacrifice. to avert the Wrath of God 2Sam»24.17 
from them. But his pride was the cauſe of the 
Judgment, whereas our Redeemer was pertedtly in- 

nocent. Davzd interceeded for his Subjects, Chriſt 

for his Enemics. Hereceiv'd the Arrows of, the 
Almighty into his Breaſt to ſhelter us. He bore our Ifa. 53.4.5. - 
griefs, and carried our ſorrows, he was wounded for 

_ our twanſereſſions, he was bruiſed for our iniquites, the 
chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, and with his 

ſtripes w2 ave healed, Among the Romans the Deſ- 

potick power was ſo terrible, that it a ſlave had ar- 

temped upon the Life of his Maſter,, all the reſt had 

been crucified: with the guilty perſon. But our gra- 

cious Maſter dyed- for his flaves who had conſpird. 

againſt him, He hed his Blood for thoſe who ſpilt 

it, 


Gal. 2+ P Os 


And the readineſs of our Lord to ſave us, though - 
by the ſharpeſt ſufferings, magnifies his Love, When 
the richeſt Sacrifices under the Law were inſufficient 
to take away ſin, ang no lower price then the blood f 
God. 
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*God could obtain our pardon, upon his entering in- 
to the World to excute that wonderful Commiſſ. 
-0n which coſt him his Life, with what ardour of af- 


tection did he undertake it! Lo, I come to do thy will, O 
God, When Peter from carnal affection deprecated 
his ſufferings, Maſter ſpare thy ſelf, he who was in- 
carnate goodneſs, and never quench'd the ſmoking 
flax, expreſles the ſame indignation againſt him, Ger 
thee behind me Satan, as he did formerly againſt 
Devil tempting to worſhip him. He eſteemed him 
the worſt adverſary that would divert him from his 
Sufferings : He long'd for the Baptiſm of his B.ood, 
And when Death. was in his view with all the cir- 
cumſtances of terrour, and the ſupreme Judge flood 
before him ready to inflict the juſt puniſhment of fin, 
though the apprehenſion of it was ſo dreadful that 
he could ſcarce live under it, yet he reſolved to ac- 
compliſh his Work, Our Salvation was amiable 
to him in his Agony, This is ſpecially obſerved by 
the Evangeliſt, that Feſus having loved his own, he 
lrved them tothe end, When the Souldiers came to 
ſcize upon him, though by one word he could have 
commanded Legions of Angels tor his reſcue, yet he 
yeilded up himſclt to their Cruelty : Twas not any 
detect of power, but the ſtrength of his Love that 
made him to ſuffer. He was willing to be Cruci- 
fied, that we might be Glorified : our Redemption 
was ſweeter to him, than Death was bitter , by 
which it was to be obtained. 'Twas excellently 
\1:d by Pherecides, that God transformed himſelf 
into Love when he made theWorld : but with greater 
reaſon *'tis ſaid by the Apoſtle, God 7s Love, when 
he redeemed it, *Twas Love that by a miraculous 
condeſcenſion took our Nagure,' accompliſhing oe 

delire 
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deſire of the myſtical Spouſe, Let him kiff me with the Cant. 1, 


kiſſes of his Month: *Twas Love that ſtoop't to the 
form of a Servant, and led a pcor deſpiſed life 
here below , *Twas Love that endurd a Death nei- 
ther eaſte, nor honourable, but moſt unwortky the 
glory of the Divine, and the innocency of the Hu- 
mane nature, Love choſe to die on the Croſs, 
that we might live in Heaven, rather than to en- 
joy that blefledneſs, and leave Mankind in miſe« 


ry. 


CHAP, X, 


Divine Mercy is magnified in the excellency of the flate 
to which Man 7s advanced, He is Fr with high- 
er Prerogatives, under 4 better Covenant, enti- 
tled to a more glorious Reward than Adam at firſt 
enjoyed, The Humane Nature is perſonally united 
to the gon of God. Believers are ſpiritually 
united to Chriſt, The Goſpel is a better Covenant 
than that of' the Law. It admits of Repentance 
and Reconciliation after Sin, IF accepts of Sin- 
cerity znſtead of Perteftion, It affords ſuper- 
natural A//iſtanze fo Believers, whereby they ſhall 
be victorious over all oppoſition in their way to Hea- 
ven. The difference between the Grace f the 
Creator and that of the Redeemer, The f.bility 
of the New-Covenant 7s b#:/t oz the Love of God 
which is unchanzeable, ani the Operations of his 
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The Harmouy of the Divine Attribates, 
Spirit that are effectual, The mutability and weak- 
zeſs of the Humane Will, and the ſtrength of "Tempta- 
tions ſball not fruſtrate the merciful Deſign of God in. 
regard of his Ble&. The glorious Reward of the 

Goſpel exceeds the Primitive Felicity off Adam, 
in the place of it, the higheſt Heaven. Adam's 
life was attended with 1nnocent © Infirmities, from 
which the glorified Life is entirely exempt, The 
Felicttyof* Heaven: exceeds the firſt, in.the. manner, 
degrees, and "continuance of the fruition, . 


THe. Third Conſideration which makes the Love 
of God ſo admirable:--to 1 ſed-Man, 1S4. the ex- 
cellency of that ſtate ro which heis advanc'd by the 
Redeemer. To be only exempted from Death is a. 
great fayour.:; The grace of a Prince is eminent 
in. releaſing a condemned Perſon from the puniſh- 
ment of the Law. This is ſufficient. for: the.- 
Mexcy of Man, but not for. the-Love of God : He 
pardons and-prefers the guilty;. He reſcues us from 
Hell, and- raiſes us to Glory , -He beſtows Eternity 
ppon:thoſe.who wereunworthy of Life. "The. excel- 
lency of our condition under the Goſpel will be ſect 
off, by comparing it with that of ;zzocent Man in 
Paradiſe, Tis true he was then .in a ſtate of Holi- 
neſs and:Honour,, and in perfect poſſeſſion of that 
Bleſſedneſs which was. ſuitable to his Nature , yer 
in. many reſpects our laſt ſtate tranſcends: our firſt, 
and redeeming Love exceeds. creating. 
If Man. had been only reſtor'd to his forfeited 
Rights, . to. the. enjoyment of the-ſame Happineſs 
which was loſt, his firſt ſtate were moſt delirable : 
And ithad been greater Goodneſs to have preſery'd 


him innocent, than to recover him from uine, As 


he 


7n the Contrivance-of Man's Redemption, 
he- that preſerves -his. Friend from: falling into the 


hands of the Enemy, by. interpoſing between him and 


danger, in the midſt of the Combat, delivers him 


in a more'noble manner, than by paying a Ranſom 


for him after many” daies ſpent in woful Captivity. 
And that Phyſician is more excellent in his 475, who 
prevents Diſeaſes, and keeps the Body in health 
and vigour, than' another that expels them by ſharp 
Remedies. But the Grace of the Goſpel hath ſo 
much mended our condition, that if ir were offer'd 
- toour choice, either to enjoy the innocent ſtate of 
Adam, or the renewed by Chriſt, it were folly like 


that of our fi Parents, to prefer the former be. 


fore the latter. The Pxbilee of the Law reſtord to 
the ſame Inheritance, but the Flee of the Goſpel 


gives us the Tnaveſtiture of that which is tranſcen- , 


dently'better than” what” we at” firſt poſfeſt. Since 
The Day-ſpring from on High hath viſited us in tender 
mercy, we are enricht with higher Preropgatives, and 
are under a better Covenant, and entitled to a 
more glorious Reward, than was due to Man by the 
Law of his Creation, | 
Firff, The Humane Natureis raiſed to-an higher 
degree of Honour; than if Man had@atinued in his 
Innocent ſtate. 
1, By its intimate #402 with the'Son of God, He 
aflum'd it as the. fit Inſtrument" of our Redemption, 
and preferr'd' it before the Argelical, which ſurpaſt 


Man's in his Primitive State, The Fulneſs of the God- Col. 2.9, 


thead dwells in our Redeemer bodily, From hence it is, 
that the Angels defcended'to. pay Him homage at his 
Birth, and attended his Majeſty in his diſguiſe. 
The Son of Man hath thofe Titles which are above 
the Dignity of any nicer Creature ; He is King of 
Bb 2 the 
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the Church, and Judg of the World; he exerciſes 
Divine Power, and receives Divine Praiſe, Brzefl, 
The humane Nature in our Redeemer is an aſſociate 
with the Divine; and being made alittle lower then 
tle Angles for a time, is now advanced far above all 


Epheſ-1- 2Te Principatities aud Powers. 


2. Inallthoſe who are partakers of Grace and 
Glcry by the Lord Jeſus. Udam was the Son of God 
by Creation, but to be joyned to Chriſt as our head, 
Gal. 2. 20. by a union ſo intimate, that he lives in vw, and counts 
Epheſ. 1.23. himſelf incomplear without us, and by -that union 
to be adopted into the line of Heaven, and thereby 
we thou to have an intereſt in the exceeding great and precious 
donati. promiſes of the Goſpel ; to be conſttuted Heirs of God, 
and cohcirs with Chriſt, are ſuch diſcoyeries of the 
dignity of our ſupernatural ſtate, that the loweſt Be- 
liever is advanced above Adam in all his honour. 
Nay, the Angels though ſuperior to Man in the ex- 
cellency of their nature, yetare accidently lower by 
the honour of our alliance: Their King is our Brother. 
And this relative dignity which ſeems to eclipſe 
their Glory, might excite their envy, but ſuch an in- 
genuous goodneſs dwells in thoſe pure and bleſſed 
Spirits, that they rcjoyce in our reſtoration and ad- 
Vancement, | | 
| © To this I ſhall add, that as the Son of God hath a 
| ſpecial relation to Man, fo the moſt tender affections 
for him, To illuſtrate this by a ſenſible inſtance : An- 
els and Men. are as two different Nations in Lan- 
guage and Cuſtoms, but under the ſame Empire: 
and if a Prince that commands two Nations ſhould 
employ one for the ſatery and proſperity of the 0- 
ther, it were an Argument of ſpecial favour, Now 
the Angels are ſext forth to minitter for them who 


are 


in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption, 


the peculiar affetion of the Prince would be moſt 
evident to that Nation. 

I. If he put on their habit, and attire himſelf ac- 
cording to their faſhion. 

2. If he fixt his reſidence among them. Now the 
Son of God was cloathed with our fleſh, and found 
in faſhion as a man, and for ever appears in it in Hea- 
'ven; and will at the laſt day inveſt our bodies with 
glory like to his own. He now dwells in us by his 
Spirit, and when our warfare is accompliſht, he ſhall 
in a ſpecial manner be preſent with us in the eter- 
nal Manſions. As God incarnate he converſt with 
Men on Earth, and as ſuch he will converſe with 
them in heaven. There he raigns as the firft-born in 
the midft of many Brethren. Now all theſe Prero- 
gatives are the fruits of our Redemption, | 


| And how oreat is that Mercy which hath raiſed 
Mankind more glorious out of its ruines ! The Apo- 
ſtle breaks out with a Heavenly aſtoniſhment, Behold 


what manner of Love the Father hath beſtowed wpon 1 Joh-3-Ie 


us, that we ſhould be called the Sons of God ! that we 
who are Strangers and Enemies, Children of Wrath 
by nature, ſhould be dignified with the honorable, 
and amiable title of his Sons ! *Twas a rare and 
moſt merciful condeſcenſion in Pharavh's Daugh- 
ter, to reſcue an innocent and forſaken Infant 
from periſhing by the waters, and adopt him to 
be her Son but how much greater kindneſs was 
ic for God to ſave guilty and wretched Man from 
Eternal Flames, and to take him into his Family, 
The Ambition of the Prodigal roſeno higher than 
to be a Seryant 3 what an ineſtimable favour is it - 
Mare; 


129 
are Heirs of Salvation. Beſides, in two other things Hcb1-1 4+ 
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make us Children ! When God would expreſs the 


moſt dear and peculiar affetion to: Solomon, he ſaith, 
I will be his Father, and he ſhall be my Son: this was 


2Sa1-7+ 14+ the higheſt honour he could promiſe ; and all belie- 


Hceb.$.6. 


vers are dignified with it. *Tis the ſame relation 
thac Chriſt hath : when he' was going to Heaven he 
comforted his Diſciples with thefe words, I aſcend 
to my Father and your Father, to my God ani your God. 
There is indeed a diverfiry in the foundations of it : 
Chriſt is a Son by Nature, we are by meer Favour ; 
he is by Generation, we are by Adoption, Briefly, 
Feſrs Chriſt hath made ns Kings & Prieſts unto God 
bs Father: Theſe are the higheſt Offices uponEarth, 
and were attended with the moſt conſpicuous Ho- 
nour ; and the Holy Spirit'choſe thoſe: bright Ima- 
ges, to convey a clearer notice of the glory to-which 
our Redeemer hath raiſed us, Not only all the 
Crowns and Scepters in this periſhing World are in- 
finicely: beneath this dignity, but the. bonour of our 
innocent'ſtate was not equal to ir. 

Seconaly, The Goſpel is a better Covenant than 
that which was eſtabliſhc with Man in his' Creation: 
andthe excellency of it will appear, by conſidering, 

1, Tis more beneficial,in that it admits of Repen- 
tance and Reconciliation after fin, and accepts: of 
Sincerity inſtead of perfeftion. The Apoſtle magni- 
fies the Office of Chriſt, By how mach: he is a Medi- 
atoy of a better (ovvenant,which was eſtabliſhed upon b:t- 
ter promiſes. The compariſon there, is, between the 
Miniſtry of the Goſpel and the Moſaical zronomy. And 
the excellency:of the Goſpel is ſpecified, in reſpe&t 
of thoſe infinitely: better promifles that are in it. 
The ceremonial Law appointed Sacrifices for fins 
of ignorance aud errur,: and to obtain only: legal 
impunity 


 #nthe Gontrivance of Man's Redemption. 


impunity ; but the Gyſpe/ upon the account of 
Chriſt's all-ſufficient Sacrifice, offers full Pardon 
for all Sims that are repented of and forſaken, Now 
with greater reaſon the Covenant of Grace isto be 
preterr'd before the Covenant of Works. For the 
Law conſidered Man as holy, and endued with per- 
fettion of Grace equal to whatſoever was comman- 
ded: *Twas the meaſure of his Ability as well as 


Duty, and requir'd exact Obedience, or threatned - 


extreme Miſery, The leaſt breach of it is fatal: 
A ſingle Offence as certainly expoſes to the curſe, 
as if the whole were violated. And in our /apſed ſtate 


we are utterly diſabled to comply with its Purity and 


Perfe&ion. But the Goſpel contains the Promiſes of 


Mercy, and is in the hazds of a Mediator. "The tenor At.2.38. 


of it is, That Repentance and Remiſſjon of Sins be 
preached in the Name of Chrift, And if we judge cur 
ſebves, we ſhall not be judged. *Tis not if we are inno- 
cent, for-then none could beexempt- from Condere- 


nation : But if the convinced Sinner erect a Tribunal 
in Conſcience, and ftrips Sin of its diſguiſe, to view 
itn its ative deformity ; if he pronounce the Sen- 
rence of the. Law againſt himſelf, and gloriftie the 


Juſtice of God which he cannot ſatisfic, and forſake 
the Sins which are the cauſes of his ſorrow, he is 
qualified for - II), Mercy. 
Beſides, The Go 

to us for all forſaken Sins, but provides a Remedy 
for thoſe Infirmities to which the beſt are incident. 
Whilſt we are in this mortal {tate,. we are expoſed 
to Temptations from without, and have Corrupti- 


ons within that often betray. us: Now to ſupport - 


our drooping Spirits, our Redeemer its in Heaven 
to plead for us, and perpetually renews the Pardon 
| that 


e Goſpel doth not only apply Pardon - 
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that was once purchaſed, to every contrite ſpirit, 
for thoſe unavoidable frailties which cleave to us 
here. The promiſe of Grace is not made void by 


' the ſudden ſurprizes of Paſſions, If any mar ſin, 


we have an Advocate with the Father, Feſus Chrift 
the Righteous, The rigour of the Law is molli- 
fied by his Med:at/oz with the Father : A title of 
Love and Tenderneſs, God deals not with the 
Severity of a Judg, but He ſpares us as a man ſpares 
his own ſon that ſerves him, hls 

And as He pardons us upon our Repentance, ſo 
He accepts our hearty, though mean, ſervices. Now 
the Legal, that is, unſinning and compleat Obedi- 
ence cannot be performed ; the Evargelical, that is, 
the ſincere,though imperfe&, is graciouſly received, 
God doth not require the duties of a Man by the 
meaſures of an Angel. Unfeigned Endeavours 
to pleaſe Bim, unreſerved Reſpects to all his 
Commands, ſingle and holy aims at his Glory are 
rewarded, Briefly, Although the Law is conti- 
nued as a Rule of living, yet not as the Cove- 
nant of Life. And whatan admirable exaltation 


| of Mercy is there in this new Treaty of God with 


Sinners? ?Tis true, the firſf Covenant was holy, 
juſt, and good, but it made no abatements of favour, 
and *tis now weak through the fleſh: that is, The car- 
zal corrupt Nature is fo ſtrong and impetuous, that 
the reſtraints of the Law are ineffectual to ſtop its 


| deſires, and therefore cannot bring Man to that 


Life that is promiſed, by the performance of the 
Condition required, But the Gofp:/ provides an In- 
dulgence for relcnting and returning Sinners. ' This 
is the language of God in that Covenant, I wzll be 
merciful to their unrightcouſneſs and their fins, and 

th:ir 


?n the Contrivance of Mans Redemption. 
their Triquities will I remember m0 more, 
2. The excellency of the Evangelical Covenant 
above the L2gal, is, in that ſupernatural Aﬀſiſtance 
which is conveyed by it to Bclievers, whereby they 
ſhall be certainly victorious over all oppoſition in 
their way to Heaven, *Tis true Adam was endued 
_ with perfect holineſs and freedom, but he might in- 
tangle himſelf in the ſnares of Sin, and Death. 
The Grace of the Creator given to him was alwaies 
preſent, but it depended on the natural uſe of his 
Faculties, without the interpoſing any extraordinary 
operation of God's Spirit. The Pr:xciple of Holi- 
neſs was In himſelf, and 'twas ſubjected to his Will : 
He had a power to obey it he would, but not that 
atually determined his will, for then he had per- 
ſevered, But the Grace of the Redeemer that flows 
from Chriſt as our quickening Head, and is con- 
veyed to all his Members, enclines the Will ſo 
powerfully that tis made ſubje& toit, God works 


in us to will and to do of his good pleaſure ; The uſe of Phil.2.13. 


our Faculties, and the exerciſe of Grace, depends 

on the good pleaſure of God, who is unchangeable, 

and the operations of the Spirit which are prevailing 

and effetual. And upon theſe two the ſtability of 

the New Covenant is founded. 

|  , I, On the Loveof God, whois as unchangable 
in his Will, as in his Nature, This Love 1s the 


cauſe of Election, from whence there can be no roms. 35: 


ſeparation, This gives Chriſt to Believers, and Be- Ia 


lievers to Him : Thine they were, ſaith our Saviour, Jon. 


and thou gaveſt themme, Which words fignifie not 
the common title God hath to all by Creation : for 
Men.thus univerſally conſider'd, compoſe the world ; 


CC him 


and our Saviour diſtinguifhes thoſe that are given Joh.16.17. 


ROM» $. 3 8, 


The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 


him fromthe werld ; but that ſpecial right God hath; 


in. them by election, And all thoſe are given_ 
by- the Father to Chriſt in their effectual Calling, 


(which is. expreſt by his drawing them tothe Son) and: 


are committed to his care, to lead them through: a 
courſe of Obedience: to Glory.. For. them Chriſt 
abſolutely praies- as Mediator, Father, T will. that 
thoſe whows-thou haſt. given me, be with me where I am, 
and ſee my Glory :. And he is alwaies heard in his 
requeſts. 

'Tis from hence that the Apoſtle challenges all 
Creatures in Heaven and Earth, with that full and 
ſtrong perſuaſion, that nothing could ſeparate be- 
tween Relicvers, and' theix. Happineſs. For I am 
perſuaded that neither Death nor Life; nor. Angels, nor 
Principalities nor Powers, nor things preſent, nor- 
things: to come,” nor heigth, nor depth, nor any other- 
creature ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the Love of God: 
ze. Chriſt Feſis. our Lord, His aflurance is not built 
on the ſpecial Prerogatives he: had as an Apoſlle, 
not on bis rapture: to Paradiſe, nor Revelations, 
nor the Apparition of Angels, for of theſe he makes. 
no mention. ; but. on that which is common to alt 
Believers, the Love of God declar'd in the Word, 
and ſhed abroad in their hearts, And.tis obſervable 
that the Apoſt/s having ſpoken. in his own perſon, 
changes the number, I am perſuaded that nothing ſhall. 
ſeparate ws, to aflociate with hinaſelf inthe partaking 


_ of that bleſſed Priviledg, all true Believers, who.have 


an intereſt in the ſame Love-of God, the ſame Pro-- 
miſes of Salvation, and had felt the ſantifing work 
of the Spirit, the ceriain proof of their Electon. 
For: how is it poſhble that God ſhould retract his mer- 
citul purpoſe to ſave his People 7. He that choſe. yan 

rom 
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from Eternity before they could know Him, and 
| m_ pure Love (there being nothing in the Creature 

0 induce Him) gave his Son to ſuffer Death for 
them, will He ſtop there, without beſtowing that 
Grace which may render it effetual * What can 
change his Aﬀecions? He that prevented them in 
his Mercy, when they wee in their pollutions, will 
He leave them after his Image is engraven upon 
them? He that loved them ſo as to unite them to 
Chriſt when they were ſtrangers, will He hate them 
when they are his Members ? No: His loving kind- 
neſs is everlaſting, and the Covenant that is built on Jcr.;r. 
it, is more firm than the Pillars of Heaven, and the 
Foundations of the Earth. This ſupported David 
in his dying -hours, that God had made with him an, c,. . 
everlaſting Covenant, ordered in all things and ſare, NN 
for that was all his Salvation. | 

2. The New Covenant is ſecur'd by the efficacy 
of Divine and Supernatural Grace, This « the Co- Heb.S. 10, 
wenant that I will make with the houſe of Iſtael, ſaith 

the Lord, I will put my Laws into their minds, and 
write them in their hearts, and I will be to them a God, 
and they ſpall be to m2 a People, The Eled are eh- 
abled to perform the conditions of the Gype!, to 
which Eternal Life is promiſed. Our Redeeiver At.3.26. 
blefſes ns in turning us from our Iniquities. And al- 
though the inſtability of the humane Spirit, by xea- 
ſom of remanent Corruptions, and thoſe vari- 
ous Temptations to which we are liable, may excits 
-onr fear, leſt we ſhould fall ſhort of 7h2 high prize 
of onr Calling, yet the Grace of the Goſpel ſecures 
true Believers againſt both. 

1. Whilſt we are in the prefent ſtate, our Cor- 
cuptions are not perfectly healed, butthere are ſore 
Cc 2 remains 
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remains, which like a Gazgreze threaten to.ſeize on 

the w/tal parts, wherein the ſpiritual Lite is ſeated, 

But the divine Nature which 1s conveyed to all that 

are ſpiritually deſcended from Chriſt, is «ive and. 

werful to reſiſt all carzal deſires, and will prevail 

in the end, For if fin in its full vigor could not con- 

troul the efficacy of converting Grace, how can the 

reliques of it, after Grace hath taken poſſeſſion, be 

ſtrong enough to ſpoil it. of its conqueſt.. There is 

a greater diſtance from Death to Life, than from 

Life to Action. That Omnipotent Grace that vi- 

fited us in the Grave, and reſtored life to the dead, 

can much more perpetuate it in the living. That 

which was ſo powerful as to pluck the heart of ſtone 
out. of the Breaſt, can preſerve the Heart of Fleſh. 

'Tis true, the Grace that is given to Believers, in 

its own nature is a periſhing quality, as that which 

was beſtowed on Adam. Non only the ſlight ſuperti- 

cial tincture in hypocrites willwear off, but. that deep 

impreſſion of ſanQifying Grace in true Believers,if it 

be not renewed, would ſoon be defaced: But God hath 

promiſed to, put his Spirit into their hearts, axd to 

cauſe them to walk in his Statutes, and they ſhall keep his 

Excc. 36:27» Commanaments,.. He is a.living reigning Principle 

in them, to whuch all their faculties are ſubordinate. 

The Spirit infuſed Grace at firſt, and enlivens it dai- 

ly : he confirms their Faith, inflames their Love, en- 

courages their Obedience, and refreſhes in their 

minds the /dea!s of that glory which is inviſible and 

future. In ſhort, his influencecheriſhes the bleſſed 

beginnings of. tha ſpiritual: Life,. So that ſincere 

Grace though weak in its degree, yet*tis ina ſtate 

ct progreſs, til it come to perfetion, The Waters 

of the Spurit havea cleanſing. vertue upon Believers, 

« _ ll 
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till every ſpot be taken away,and their purified Souls 
aſcend to Heaven, | 
2, The Grace of the Spirit ſhall make true Chri- 
ſtians finally victorious over Ferhptations to which 
they may be expoſed. And thoſe are various : 
Some are pleaſant and infinuating, others are ſharp 
and furious, and are managed by the Devil our ſub-- 
tile and induſtrious Enemy, to undermine, or by 
open battery to overthrow us. And how difficult 
1s it for the Soul whilſt united to Fleſh, to refiſt the 
charms of what is amiable, or to endure the aſſaults 
of what is terrible to ſenſe But. the renewed Chri- 
ſtian hath no reaſon to be afrighted with -diſquieting 
tears, thar any ſinful temptation. may come, which 
notwithſtanding-his watchfulneſs, may overcome him 
irrecoverably. Por, 
1.. Temptations are Externa], .and have no power 
over our ſpirits: but what: we give them, A volunta- 
ry reſiſtance ſecures the viftory to us. And the Apo- 
Mle tells us, Greater ts he that is:in Believers, then he ; Joh, 4.4;. 
that is inthe World, God: is ſtronger not only-in | 
himſelf, but as working in-us,. by the vigorous-aſſt- 
ſtance of' his Grace to:confirm us,. than- the Devil 
alliſted with all the delights and terrours of the 
world; and taking advantage of that remaining con- 
cupiſcence which-1s not intirely extinguithed, is, to. 
corrupt, and deſtroy us.. 
2, All Temptations in- their degrees and con- 
tinuance, are ordered: by - Gods Providence, He is 
the preſident of the combat : none enters into the - 
lis but by his call : in all Ages the Promiſe ſhall be 
verified, God will zot ſuffer his People to be tempted 1 Cor.10.13, 
above what they are able. They ſhall come off more then Rom 8437s - 
Gonquerours, through Chriſt that loves them, And 
| ad- 
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Major quippe as St. Auſtin obſerves; more powerful Grace is 
Jibcrtas eſt ne- : 3.6 : . 
© firia.adver. neceſſary to fortifle Chriſtians, in tke midſt of all 
Ins ty = OY olition, then Adam at firſt received. This is 
nes) oue in Villble in the glorious iſſue of the Martyrs, Who 
Fr Act loved not their Lives unto the Death : For Adam 
Crean When no perſon threatned him, nay againſt the 
munita,ac fir- prohibition of God, abuſing his Liberty, did not 
Mruer= Apide in his Happineſs, when *twas moſt eafie to 
roribus & er- him to avoid Sin. But the Martyrs remaind firm 
roribes is, inthe Faith, not only under Terzors, but Torments. 
dus. And which is the more admirable, in that Adam ſaw 

the Happineſs preſent, which he ſhould fortcir by his 
Diſobedience, and the Martyrs belicved only the 
future Glory they were to receive, This proceeded 
only from God who was ſo merciful, as to make them 
faithful. Br:efly, Unleſs there were a power aboye 
the Divize, the Elef# are ſecured from final Apoſtacy, 
Our Saviour tells us that his Father i greater thaz all, 
and none is ableto pluck them out of his hand. His In- 
variable Will and Almighty Power prevents their 
periſhing, Indeed if it were only by the ſtrength of 
Natural Reafon,or Courage, that we are to overcome 
Temptations, ſome might be ſo violent as to make 
the ſtrongeſt to faint and fall away :: But it the Di- 
vine Power be the Principle that ſupports us, it will 
make the weakeſt victorious. For the Grace of God 
makes us ſtrong, and is not made weak by us. 

From hence we may fully diſcover the advantage 
we have by . the Goſpel, above the terms of the ji;/t 
Covenant, Reſtoring Mercy hath betterd our 
Condition : We have loſt the integrity of the firſt, 
and got the pertection of the ſecoud Adam: Our Sal- 
vation is put into a ſtronger and ſater hand, I give, 

Joh. 19 ſaithour Redeemer, un to my ſheep eternal Life, and 


thy 
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they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out 
of my hand, That is an invidable Sanctuary, from 
whence no Believer can be taken. Chriſt is our 
Friend, not only th the Altar, but now in the 
Throne : Our Reconciliation is aſcribed to his Death, gom.s.: >, 
our Conſervation to his Life. He that was created , 
in a ſtate of Nature could {in and die, but He zhat 
is born of God can't fin unto death : the new birth is 1 Joh.3-9: 
unto Eternal Life, In ſhort, As the Mercy of God: 
is glorified in the. whole work of our Salvation, ſo. 
eſpecially in the firſt, and laſt Grace, it confers upon. 
us. In Vocation that prevents us, . and Perfſe-- 
verance that crowns us : according to the double 
change made.in ourftate, tranſlating us from Dark-. 
_ neſs to Light,. and from the imperfect. Light of 
Grace, to the- full Light of Glory. 

I have more particularly diſcoursd -of this Ad-- 
vantage by the New Covenant, in regard the Glory 
of God, and- the comfort of true Chriſtians: is ſo. 
much concern'd in it, For if.Grace and Free-Will 
are put in joint commiſ/ronr, fo that the efficacy of ic 
depends on the mutability of the Will, which may - 
receive orrejett it, the conſequence is viſible, that 
(which is impious to ſuppoſe) the:Son of God might 
have died in vain, For that which: is not effectual 
without a contingent condition, muſt needs be. as yn- 
certain, as the condition on. which it depends. So 
that although the Wiſdom of God ſo admirably 
formed the deſign. of our Salvation, - and there is 
ſuch a connexion in his Counſels, yet all may be 
defeated by the mutability of Mans deſires, And 
the moſt ſincere Chriſtians would be alwaies terrift- - 
ed with perplexing jealouſies, that notwithſtanding 
their. moſt ſerious Reſolutions to continue in their . 

TA , Duty, . 
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Duty, yet one day they may periſh by their App. 


ſtafie. But the Goſpel aſſures us, that God will not 


reverſe his  ownEternal Decrees: And that the 
Redeemer ſhall ſee” the travel of his Soul, and be 


ſatisfied : and that Believers are kept by the Power of 


God through Faith unto Salvation, 
3. There is an excellent manifeſtation of Divine 


Love, in the glorious reward that is promiſed to Be- 


lievers, which far exceeds the primitive felicity of 
Man. Adam was under the Covenant of nature, 
that promiſed a reward ſutable to his obedience, and 
ſtate. The manner of declaring that Covenant was 
natural. 

I, External,by the diſcovery of God's Attributes 
in his Works, from which it was eafte for man to col- 
le& his duty and his reward, 

2. Internal, by his natural faculties, By the light 
of Reaſon he underſtood that ſo long as he continu- 
ed in his original Innocence, the Creator who from 
pure goodneſs gave him his being, and all the hap- 
pineſs which was concomitant with it, would certain- 
ly preſerve him in the perperual enjoyment of it. 
But there was no promiſe of Heaven annexed to that 
Covenant, without which Adam: could attain no 
knowleds, nor conceive any hopes of it, If there 
had been a neceſſary connexion berwecn his perfe&t 
Obedience, and the life of Glory,it would have been 
revealed to him, to allure his will : for there can be 
no delire of an unknown good. And whereas in the 
Covenant God principally and primarily regards the 
promiſe,. and but ſecondarily the threatning, the 
exerciſe of goodneſs being more pleaſing to him than 
of revenging juſtice ; *tis ſaid, that God expreſly 
threatned Death, but he made no promiſe of Heaven : 


by 
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by which 'tis evident it didnot belong to that Cove- 
nant, For it was ealter for Man to underand the 
quality of the puniſhment that attended fin, than to 
conceive of Celeſtial Happineſs, of which he was ijn- 
capable in his animal ſtate. 

Tis true, God might have beſtowed Heaven as an 
abſolute gift upon Man, after a courſe of obedience, 
but *twas not due by the condition of the firſt Cove- 
nant. A natural work can give no title to a ſuper- 
natural reward. Mans perſeverance in his duty, ac- 
cording to the Original Treaty, had been attended 
with Immortal Happineſs upon the Earth ; but the 


. SO 


bleſſed Hope is only promiſed in the Goſpel, and un- Tit.2.13, 


ſpeakably tranſcends the felicity of Nature in its 
conſummatr ſtate, BF 

This Reward is anſwerable to the unvaluable trea- 
ſure which was laid down for it, The Blood of the Son 
of Godas 'tis a Ranſom to redeem us from miſery, ſo 


'*isa Price to purchaſe glory for Believers,'Tis called ! F1m-2+6e 
the Blood of the New-Teſtament, becauſe it conveys a wat.26, 28, 


title to the Heavenly Inheritance, Our impunity is the 
effect of his Satisfaction, our poſitive happineſs of his 
redundant merit.God was ſo well pleaſed with his per- 
fe Obedience, which infinitely * 29e-"o that of any 
meer creature, that he promiſed to confer upon thoſe 
who believe in him, all the glorious qualities becom- 
ing the Sons of God,and to make them aſſociates with 
him inhis Eternal Kingdom, The compleat happineſs 

_ of the Redeemed, is the Redeemers recompence, in 
which he is fully farisfied for all his ſufferings, Now 
the tranſcendent excelleney of this above the firſt ſtate 
of Man, will more diſtinaly appear by conſidering, 
I. The place where 'tis enjoyed, and that is the 
Heaven of Heavens, Adam was put into the Terre- 
3 Dd ſtria\ 
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ſtrial P aradiſe,a place ſutable to his natural being,and. 
abounding with all pleaſing objets , but they were 
ſuch as creatures of a lower - kind enjoyed with him. 
But Heaven js the Element of Angels, their native 
ſeat, who are the moſt noble part of the Creation, 
'Tis the true Palace of God, intirely ſeparated irom 
the impurities and imperfeQtions, the alterations and 
changes of the lower World z; where he reigns in E- 
ternal Peace, 'T1s the Temple of the Divine Majeſty, 
where his excellent Glory is reveiled in the moſt con- 
{picuous manner. 'Tis the habitation of his holineſs, 
the place where his honour dwells, 'Tis the ſacred Man- 
fion of Light, and Joy, and Glory, Paradiſe with 
all its pleaſures was but a ſhadow of it. 

IT. The Life of Adam was attended with innocent 
inficmities. - For the body being compoſed of the 
ſame principles with other ſenſitive creatures, 'twas 
liable to hunger, and thirſt, and wearineſs, and was 
to be repaired. by food and fleep. Adam was made a 

\Che-4 46h living Soul, therefore ſubje to thoſe inclinations 
EN and neceſſities which are purely animal. And although 
whilſt innocent, no diſeaſe could ſeize on him, yet he 

w as capable of hurtful impreſſions : though he ſhould 

have been preſerved from. death, yet he was periſh- 

able, His life was in a perpetualflux : 'twas Immor- 

_ ral not meerly fromthe temperament of his Body,but 

to be ſuſtained by the power of God in the uſe of 

means. From-hence it follows that Adam in his na- 

tural ſtate was not capable of the viſion of God: 

Heaven is too pure an Air for him to have lived in. 

The Glory of it is inconſiſtent with ſuch a temper'd 

- Body. Fleſh and Blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of 
"-01-15* 59 Heaven, The faculties would be confounded with 
its overcoming brightneſs, Till the ſenſitive powers 

t are. 
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arerctin'd, and exalted. to that degree that they be- 
comeſpiritual, they cannat converſe with glorified 
objects. Now the bodies of the Saints, thall be in- 
veſted with Celeſtial qualities, The Natural ſhall 
be changed into a Spiritual body, and be preſerved 
as the Angels by the ſole vertue of the quickning 
Spirit. The life above ſhall flouriſh in its ful vigour, 
without any other ſupport, than the Divine power 
that firſt createdit. And as the body ſhall be ſpi- 
ritual, fo truely immortal, and free from all corr 
tive change ; as the Sun which for ſo many ages hath 
ſhined with an equal brightneſs to the World, and 
hath a dureable fulneſs of light in it, In this reſpe& 
the Children of the Reſurrection, axe equal to the An- Luk20. 36. 
gels, who being pure Spirits, do not marry to per- 
vetuate their kind, for they never die. And the 
glorified body ſhall be cloathed with a more Divine | 
beauty in the Reſurretion, than Adam had in the 
Creation. The glory of the ſecond Temple ſhall ex- 
cel that of the firſt, In ſhort, the firft Max was of 1001-15-47. 
the Earth earthy, and could derive but an earthy 
condition to his deſcendents : But the Lord Chriſt is 
from Heavey, and is the principle of an Heayenly 
and Glorious life to all that are. united to him. 

ITT. The felicity of Heaven exceeds rhe firſt,in 
the manner and degrees of the fruition, and the con- 
tinuance of it. 
' _T. The Viſion of God in Heaven is immedi- 
ate, Adam was a ſpectator of God's Works, and 
his underſtanding being full of Light, he clearly diſ- 
cover'd the Divine Attributes in their effe&ts, The 
ſtroaks of the Creators Hand are engraven in all 
the parts of the Univerſe, The Heavens, and Earth, 
and all things in them, are evident teſtimonies of 
Dd2 the 
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the excellency of their Author. The izviſible rhings 

Rom.1.20. of God from the (reation of the World are c learly ſeep, 

- And the knowledg that ſhined in his ſoul, produced 

a tranſcendent eſteem of the-Deity, in whom Wiſ- 

dom and Power are united in their ſupreme degree, 

and a ſuperlative love and delight in. him for his 

goodneſs, Yet his fight of God was but through" a 

Glaſf,an eclipling medium, For inferior beings are {9 

imperfe&;that they can give but a weak reſemblance 

of his infinite perte&tions. But the ſight of God in 

1.Joh.3-2. Heaven, is called, the ſeeizg of him as he is, and ſig- 
nifies the moſt clear and compleat knowledge, which 

the rational ſoul when purified and raiſed to.its moſt 

perfect ſtate can receive ; andout-ſhines all the dif. 
coveries of God in: the lower World. Adam had a 

vilible copy of his inviſible beauty, but the Saints in 

Heaven-ſee the glorious Original, He ſaw Godin 
the reflection of the Creature, but the Saints are _ 

1Cor.13.12. under the dire beams of Glory, and ſee hin face to 
face, All the Attributes appear in their full and 
brighteſt luſtre to. them. Wiſdom, Love, Juſtice, 
, Holineſs,. Power, are manifeſted in their exaltation; 
And the glorified Soul, to- qualify it for converſe 
with God in this intimate manner, hath a more excel- 
lent conſtitution then was given to it in the Crea- 
tion. A new edge is put upon the faculties whereby 
they are fitted for thoſc'objects which are peculiar to 
Heaven, The intelle&ual eye is fortified for the im- 
mediate.intuition of God, Adam in Paradiſe was ab- 
ſent from theLord,in compariſon of the Saints who en- 
compatſs his Throze,& are in the preſence of hisGlory. 
Beſides, *'Tis the peculiar excellency of the Hea- 
| venly Life, that the Saints every moment enjoy it 
without any allay, In the higheſt degree of its Per- 
6 tection, 
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fection- The life of Adam was alwaies in a circle of 
low and mean functions of the Animal! Nature, 
which being common to him and Beaſts, the acts of 
it are-not ſtrictly Hamanve. But the Spiritual Life 
in Heaven is entirely freed from thoſe ſervilc neceſſi- 
ties, and 1s ſpent in the eternal performance of the 
moſt noble ations of - which the zztellizent Nature is 
capable.. The Saints do alwaies contemplate, ad- 
mire, love; enjoy, and praiſe their everlaſting Be-- 
nefagor, God 7s tothem all in all. 

In ſhort, That which prefers the Glory of Hea- 
ven 7xfinitely before the firſt ſtate of Man, is the 
continuance of it for ever: *Tis an unwithering and 
neyer-fading Glory. Adam was liable to Temptarti- 
ons, and'capable of Change, he fell in the Garden 
of Ed:z, and was ſentenc'd to die, But Heaven is 
the SanAuary of Life and Immortality ; 'tis inac- 
ceſlible to any evil. The Serpext that corrupted 
Paradiſe with its Poiſon, can'c enter there, As 
there is no ſeed of Corruption within, ſo no cauſe 
of it withont. Our Redeemer offerd Himſelf by 
the Eternal Spirit, and purchaſed an eternal Inheri- 
tance for his People, Their Felicity is tull and per- 
petual, without encreaſe, for in the fix/# moment 'tis 
perfe, and ithall continue without declination. The 
Day of Judgmentis called the Laff Day : For Daies, 
and Weeks, and Months, and Years, the Revolutions 
which now meaſure Time,ſhall then. be ſwallowed up 
in an unchangeable Eternity. The Saznts ſhall be for 1 Theſc4-- 
ever with the Lord, And in all theſe reſpects, the 
Glory of the Redcemed, as far exceeds the Felicity 
of Man in the Creation, as Heaven, the bright Seat 
of it, is above the fading beauty of the zerreſtrial Pa- 
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CHAP. XI. 


Redeeming Love deſerves our higheſt Admiration, and 
humble Acknowledgments, The illuſtration of it by 
ſeveral Conſiderations. God is infinitely amiable 
in Himſelf, yet hus Love is tranſient to the Crea- 
ture, *'Tis admirable in Greating and Preſerving 
Man, more iz Redceming him and by the Death 
of his Son. The diſcovery of God's Love in our Re- 
demption # - the ſtrongeſt perſuaſiue to Repentance, 
The Law #s ineffectual to produce real Repentance, 
The common benefits of Providence are :nſufficient to 
cauſe Faith and Repentance zz the guilty Creature, 
The clear diſcovery of pardoning Mercy in the Goſpel 
can only remove our Fears, and induce us toreturn to 
God. The tranſcendent Love of God ſhould kindle 
in us a reciprocal Love to Him. His Excellency, 
and His ordinary Bounty to Mankind cannot prevail 
upon us to lyuc Him. His Love to ws in Chriſt ozly 
conquers our Hatred, Our Love to Him muſt be 
ſincere azd ſuperlative. The deſpiſing of Saving 
Mercy is the higheſt Provocation.It makes the Con- 
demnation of Mez moſt juſt.certain, and heavy, 


Is T His Redeeming Love deſerves our higheft 
L Admiration, and moſt humble acknowleds- 
ments. If we conſider God aright, it may raiſe our 
wonder, that He is pleaſed to beſtow kindneſs upon 
any created being. For in Him is all that is excellent 
and amiabl:,, and *tis eſſential to the Deity, to have 
the perte& knowledg of Himſelf, and perfect Love 
to Himſelf, His Love being proportioncd to his 
Excellencies, the aF is infinite, as the objeif: And 


the 
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the perfeions of. the Divine Nature, being equal 
to his Love, *tis a juſt cauſe of admiration that *tis 
not confined to himſelf, but is tranſient and goes 
forth to the Creature. When Da»/d looked upto 
the Heavens, and ſaw the Majeſty of God written 
in Characters of light, he admires that Love which 
firſt ade Man a litle lower then the Angels, and Crown- p11 8, 
ed him with Glory and Honour, and that providential 

- care which is mindful of him, and viſits him every 
moment. Such an inconceivable diſtance there is 
betweem God and Man, that 'tis wonderful, God will 
ſpend a thought upon us. Lord, what is Man that 
thou takeſt knowledge of him? or the Son of Man that v1.1 vu 
thou makeſt account of him * Man is like to vanity, his 
dayes are as a ſhadow that paſſeth away. His being 
in this world hath nothing firm, or ſolid; *tis like 
a ſhadow, that depends upon a cauſe that is in per- 
petual motion, the light of the Sun, and is alwayes 
changing,till it vaniſhes in the darkneſs of the night. 
But if we conſider Man in the quality of a ſinner, 
and what God hath wrought for his recovery, we are. 
overcome with amazement... All temporal favours 
are but foils to this miraculous Mercy, and unſpeak-- 
ably below the leaſt inſtance of ir : without it all the 
priviledges we enjoy above inferior Creatures in this 
life, will prove aggravations of our: future miſery, 
God ſaw us in our degenerate ſtate, deſtroyed by our 
ſelves, and yet,O Goodneſs truly Drvine ! he loved: 
us ſo tar,as to make the way for our recovery. High 
Mountains were to be levelled, and great depths to 
be fitled up, before we could arrive at bleſſednefs : all: 
this God hath done.. He hath brought the Curſe of. 
the guilty upon the innocent, and' expoſed his be-- 
loved Son to the Sword of his Juſtice, . to new Fs 

ow. 
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-blow from us. What Ros omg iS It, that 
0 


God who is the-Author and endoft all things, ſhould 


.become the means of our Salvation 2 And by the 
loweſt abaſement? What is ſo worthy of admiration 
as that the Eternal ſhould become mortal, that being 


in the form of God, he ſhould take on him the form 
of a Servant, that the Judge of the World ſhould 
be condemned by the guilty, that he ſhould leave 


his Throne in Heaven to be nailed to the Croſs, that 


the Prince of Life ſhould taſte of Death * Theſe are 
the great Wonders which the Lora of Love hath 
performed,and all for {inful, miſerabic aod unworthy 
Man, who deſerved not the leaſt drop of that $weat 
and Blood he ſpent for him : and without any ad- 
vantage to himſelf, for what content can be add- 
ed to his felicity by a curſed Creature * Infinite 
Love,that is as admirable as ſaving ! Love that paſſeth 
Knowledge ! and is as much above our comprehen(!- 
on as deſert. In natural things, admiration 1s the 
effect of ignorance, but here 'tis increaſed by Know- 
leds. For the more we underſtand the - excellent 
Greatneſs of God, and the vileneſs of Man, the more 
we (hall admire ſaving Mercy. 

And the moſt humble acknowledgments are due 
for it, When David told Mephibiſheth, that he 


2Sam-9.7,8- ſhould eat bread with him at his T ble continually, he 


bowed himſelf, and ſaid, What is thy Servant , that 
thou ſhoulde#t look on ſuch a dead Dos as I am? A 
ſpeech tul of gratitude, and humility ; yet he was of 
a Royal extraction, though at that time in a low con- 
dition. With a fargreater ſenſe of our unworthi- 
nels, we thould reflect upon that condeſcending Love, 
that provides the-Brgad of God for the food of our 


Souls, without which we had periſht for want, Da- 


vid 
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vid in that divine thankſgiving recorded in the 

Scripture, refle&s upon his own meanneſs, and from 

chat magnifies the tavour of God towards him, Who 

am I, O Lord God? and what is my houſe, that thou * Sam.7.18, 
haſt brought me hitherto * and this was yet a. ſmall 

thing in thy ſight, O Lord God, but thou haſt ſpoken of 

thy S2roants houſe, for a great while to come, and is this 

the manner of Man, O Lord God : it ſuch humble and 

thankful acknowledgments were due for the Scepter 

of Iſrael, what is for the Crown of Heaven ? and 

and that procured for us by the ſufferings of the Son 

of God. Briefly, Goodneſs is the foundation of 

Glory, therefore the moſt ſolemn and affectionate 

Praife-is to be rendered for tranſcendent Goodneſs, 

The conſent of Heaven and Earth, is; ix aſcribing þ ee. 
bleſſing, and honour, and glory to him that ſits on the nel 
Throne, and the Lamb for ever, 

2. The Love of God diſcovered in our Redemp- 
tion, is the moſt powerful perſuaſive to Repentance, 
For the diſcovery of this we muſt conſider, that real 
Repentance is the conſequent of Faich, and always 
in proportion to it, Therefore, the Law which re- 
preſents to us the Divine Purity and Juſtice, with- 
out any allay of Mercy, can never work true Re- 
pentance in a Sinner, When (ozſciexce is under the 
ſtrong conviction of guilt, and of Gods Juſtice as 
placable, it cauſes a dreadful flight from him, and 
a retchl:ſs negle&t of means, Deſpair hardens. 
Neither is the diſcovery of God in Nature, prevailing 
over the impenirent Hearts of men, *Tis true, the 
vifibie frame of the World, and the continual bene- 
fits of Providence, inſtruct Men in thoſe prime 
Truths, the Bing and Bounty of God to thoſe that 


ſerve Him, and invite them to their Duty, God 
: E c ERA + 
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never tft himſelf without a witneſs in any age: His 
Goodneſs is delign'd To /ead men to Repentance, And 


' the Apoſtle aggravates the obſtinacy of Men, that 
' render'd that method entirely fruitleſs, But the 
© Declaration of Gods Goodnels in the Goſpel is 7nfi- 
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zitely more clear and powerful, than the filent reye- 
lation by the works. of Creation and Providence, 
For although the Patience and general Goodneſs of 
God offered ſome intimations that he is p/acable, yet 
not a ſufficient ſupport for a guilty and jealous Crea- 
ture to rely on. The natural notion of Gods Juſtice 
is ſo deeply rooted in the Humane Soul, that till He 
is pleaſed to proclaim an A of Grace and Pardon,on 
the conditions of Faith and Repentance, *tis hardly 
poſſible that convinced Sinners ſhould apprehend 
Him otherwiſe than an Enemy ; and that all the 
common Benefits they enjoy, are but Proviſions 
allowed in the zzterval between the Sentence pro- 
nounc'd by the Law, and the Execution of it at 
Death. Therefore God to overcome our fears, 
and to melt us into a compliance, hath given in the 
Scripture the higheſt aſſurance of his willingneſs to 
receive all rel-zting and returning Sinners, He in- 
terpoſes the moſt ſolemn Oath to remove our ſuſpi- 
cions. As T live, ſaith the Lord, I delight ot in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his 
way and live. And have I anypleaſure at all that the 
wicked ſhould die? ſaith the Loyd God: And not that 
he ſhould return from his ways and live ? The majeſty 
and ardency ot the Expreſſions teſtifie the truth and 
vehemency of his deſire, ſo faras the Excellency of 
his Nature is capable to feel our Aﬀections, And 
the Reaſon of it is clear ; for the Converſion of a 
Sinncr implies a thorough change in the Will and 


Aﬀections 
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Aﬀections from Sin to Grace, and that is infinitely 
pleaſing to Gods Holineſs, 2nd the giving of Life to 
the converted is moſt ſuitable to his Mercy, The 
Angels who are infinitly inferiour to Him in Good- 
nels, rejoyce in the Repentance and Salvation of 
Men; Much more God doth. There is an eminent 
difference between his inclinations to exerciſe Mer- 
cy, and Juſtice, He uſes expreſſions of regret when 
Heis conttrained to puniſh, O that my People had PCal.$r. 13. 
hearkaed to me, and I{racl had walked in my wayzs, And Hol. 11: 5. 
how ſhall I give thee up,Ephraim © how ſhall I deliver 
thee, Iſrael * mine heart is turned within me: As 4 
mercital Judg, that pities the Man when he con- 
demns the Malcfa&or. . But He diſpenſes Acts of 
Grace with pleaſure, He pardons Iniquity, and paſſes by Miv 7-18. 
tranſereſſions, becauſe He delights in Mer cy. "Tis true, 
when Sinners are finaily obdurate, God is pleaſed in 
cheir Ruine,for the honour of his Juſtice, yet,tis not 
in ſuch 2 manner as in their Converſion and Life. 

He doth not invite Sinners to tranſzreſs, that He may 
condemn them: He is not pleafed when they give oc- 
caſion for the exerciſe of his Anger. And above all,we 
have the cleareſt and ſureſt diicovery of pardoning 
Mercy in the Death of Chriſt. For what ftronger 
evidence can there be of God's readineſs to pardon, 
than ſending his Son into the World to be a Sacrifice 
ftorSin,that Mercy without prejudiceto his other Per- 
teaions might upon our Repentance forgive us? And 
what more rational argument 1s there, and more Ccon- 
vruous to the Breaſt of a Man, to work in hin a ſc- 
riovs grief and hearty deteſtation of* $in, not only 
as a curſed thing, but as tis contrary to the Divine 
Will, tnun the b belief that God. in whoſe Power alone 
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it is to pardon Sinners, is moſt deſirous to pardon 
them, if they will return to Obedience « The - 


- Prodigal in his extream diſtreſs reſolved to go to 


his Father with penitential acknowledgments and 
ſubmiſſion : and, touſle the words of a devout Wri- 
ter, His guiity Conſcience as deſperate asks him, 
Da ſpe, with what hope ? He replies to himſclf, Il; 
qua Patcr et. Ego perdidi quod erat filii , tle quod pa- 
tris eſt ncn amiſit : Though I have negledted the du- 
ty and loſt the confidence of a Son, he hath nat loſt 
the compaſſion of a Father, Thar Parable repreſents 
Man in his degenerate forlorn ſtate, and that the Di- 
vine Goodneſs is the Motive that prevails upon 
him to return to his duty. 


3. The tranſcendent Love that God hath expreft 
in our Redemption by Chriſt, ſhould kindle in us 
a reciprocal affection to him. For what is more 
natural than that one flame ſhould produce another ? 
We love him, becauſe he loved ws firſt. The original of 
our Love to Gods from the evidence of his to us: 
this alone can ſtrongly and ſweetly draw the heart 
to him, *Tis true, the divine excellensies as they 
deſerve a ſuperlative eſteem, ſo the higheſt affe&tion: 
but the bare contemplation of them is ineffectual to 
fire the Heart with a zealous Love to God. For 
Man in his Corrupt ſtate hath a Dzabolical Seed in 
him ; he is inclined not only to Senſuality, which is 
an implicit hatred of God, (tor an eager Appetite to 
thoſe things which God forbids, and a fixed Aver- 
ſation from what He commands, are the Natural 


. effects of Hatred,) But to malignity and direc ha- 


tred againſt God, He is an enemy in his mind through 
wicked 


_ *uthe Contrivance of Mans Redemption. 
wicked Works : and this enmity ariſeth from the con- 
{ideration of Gods Juſtice, and the effe&ts of it. Man 
cannot Sin and be happy, therefore he wiſhes there 
were no God to whom he muſt be accountable. 
He is no more wrought on by the Divine perfe&tions 
and beauties to love the Deity, than a guilty per- 
ſon, who reſolvedly goes on to break the Laws, can 
be perſwaded to love the Judge, for his excellent 


knowledg, and his inflexible integrity, who will cer-' 


tainly condemn him, Beſides,the great and abundant 
bleſlings, which God, as Creator, and Preſeryer, be- 
ſtows upon all, cannot prevail upen guilty Crea- 
tures to love him. Indeed the goodneſs that raiſed 
us from a ſtate ot nothing, is unſpeakably great, and 


liyes an Eternal Obligation upon us. The whole ſtock - 


of our afteCtions is due to Him , for conferring upon 
us the humane Nature,that is common to Kings and 
the meaneſt Beggar. All the Riches and Dignity of 
the greateſt Prince, whereby he exceeds the pooreſt 
Wretch, compared to this benefit which they -both 
ſhare in, have no more proportion than a Farthing 0 
an immenſe Treaſure. The Innumerable Expreſſions 
of God's Love tous every Day ſhould infinitely en- 
dear Him to us. For who 1s ſo inhumane as not 


to love his Parents, or his Friend, who defended him: - - 


from his deadly Enemies, or-relieved him in his po- 
verty, eſpecially it the vein of his bounty be not 
dryed up,bat alwayes diffuſes it ſelf in new favours? 
If we love the memory of that Emperour , who re- 
fleting upon one day that paſt without his beſtow- 
ing ſome benefit; with grief ſaid, Diem peraiai, I have 
loſt a day ; how much more ſhould we love God who 
every moment beſtows innumerable bleſſings upon 
his Creatures. But ſinful Man hath contracted ſuch 


an 
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an unnatural hardneſs, that he receives no impreſſions 


from the renewed Mercies of God. He violates the 


' Principles of Nature, and Reaſon. jFor how unna- ' 


tural is it, not to love our-Benefacour, when the dull 
Ox and the ſtupid Aſs ſerve thoſe that feed them * 
and how unreaſonable, when the Publicans return 
love for love « Now there is nothing that can per- 
tealy overcome our hatred, but the conſideration of 


. that Love, which hath freed us from Eternal Miſe- 


ry : for the guilty Creature will be alwayes ſuſpi- 
cious, that notwithſtanding the ordinary benchits 


' of Providence, God is an enemy to it : and till Man is 


convinced,that in loving God,he moſt trulyloves him- 
ſelf, he will never ſincerely affe& him. This was one 


orcat.delign of God-in the Way, as well as in the: 


Work of our Redemption, to gain our hearts intire- 
ly to himſelf, He ſaves us in the moſt endearing; and 
obliging manner. As Davzas affection declared its 
ſelf, I will zot ſerve the Lord with that which coſt me 
nothinz: So God would not ſave Man with that which 
coſt him nothing, but with the deareſt price hath 
purchaſed a Title to our Love, God was iz Chriſt re- 
conciling the World to himſelf, as well as through 
Chriſt reconciling himſelf to the World. He hath 
propounded ſuch Arguments for our Love, ſo power- 
ful, and ſublime, that Adam in Innocence was unac- 
quainted with. He ſent down his own Bowels to 
teſtific His Aﬀecion to us. And that ſhould be the 


greateſt indearment of our Love, which was the 
greateſt evidence of his. 


And if we conſider the Perfon of our Redeemer, 


what more worthy object of our affection than Chriſt? 
And Chriſt dying with all the circumſtances of diſho- 
nour and pain, a3d dying thus for Love, and this 

Love 
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Love terminated on Man. If He had no attractive 
excellencies in himſelf, yer his dying for us ſhould 
make him infinitely precious and dear to our Souls. 
He is more amiable on the Croſs,than in the Throne : 
For there we ſee the cleareſt Teſtimony, and the moſt 
Glorious Triumph of his Love. There he en- 
dured the Anger of Heaven, and the ſcorn of the 
Earth, There we might ſee Joy ſadned, Faith fear- 


Redeemer.what couldſt thou have done or Suffered 
more, to quicken our dead Powers, and inflame our 
cold Hearts toward thee £ How can we remember 
thy bleeding, dying Love without an Extaſy of af- 
feftion? If we are not more inſenſible than the Rocks, 
tis impoſſible but we muſt be toucht and ſoftened by 
If, 

Suppoſe an Angel by ſpecial delegation had been 
enabled to have trod Satan under our feet, our obliga- 
tions to him had been inexpreflible , and our love 
might have been intercepted from aſcending to our 
Creator. For Salvation is a greater benefit, than the 
meer giving to us our natural being.. As the- priva- 
tion of felicity with the actual miſery that is joyned 
with it, is infinitely worſe than the negation of be- 
ing. Our Lord pronounced concerning Fd: ; It 
had been good for that May that he had never been 
born, Redeeming Goodneſs exceeds creating. Now 
the Son of God that he might have our higheſt Love, 
alone wrought Salvation for us. 

And what admirable Goodneſs is it, that he puts a 
value upon our afte&tion,and accepts ſuch a ſmall re- 
turn ! our moſt intenſe and ardent love bears no 


more proportion to his, than a ſpark to the Element 


of Fire, Beltdes, His Love to us was pure, and 
with- 
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without any benefit to himſelf, but ours to him is 
profitable to our Souls, for their eternal advantage. 


Yet with this He is fully ſatisfied ; when we love 


Him in the quality of a Saviour, we give Him the 
Glory of that he defigns moſt to be Glorified in, that 
is, of his Mercy to the miſerable. For this reaſon he 
inſti:uted the Sacrament of the Supper, the contri- _ 
vance of his Love, to refreſh the memory of his Death, 
and quicken our fainting love to him, Now the Love 


that our Saviour requires muſt be, | 


I, Sincere and Unfeigned. This declares it el 


by a care to pleaſe Him in all things. Ia Max love. 


ze, ſaith our Saviour, he will keep my Commandments. 
Obedjence is the moſt natural and neceſſary product 
of Love. For Love is the ſpring of Aion, and em- 
ploys all the faculties in the ſervice of the perſon lo. 
ved. The Apoſtle expreſſes the force of it by an em- 
phatical Word, The Love of Chriſt conſtrains ws: it 
ſignifies to have one bound, and ſo much under power 
that he cannot move without leave. As the inſpired 
Prophets were carried by the Spirit, and intirely acted 
by his motions. Such an abſolute Empire had the Love 
of Chriſt over him, ruling all the inclinations of his 
Heart, and actions of his Life. *Tis this alone makes 
Obedicnce chearful, and conſtant. For Love is 
ſeated in the Will, and the Obedience that proceeds 
from it, is out of choice, and purely voluntary. Vo 
Commanament is grievors that is performed from Love. 
Andit makes Obedience conſtant: that which is 
forced from the impreſſion of fear is unſteadfalt , but 
what is mixt with delight is laſting. 

2, Our Loveto Chriſt muſt be ſupreme, exceed- 
ing that which is given to all inferiour Objects, The 
moſt elevated a entire Aﬀection is due to Him who 

ſaves 
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ſaves us from Torments that are extreme and eter- 
nal, and beſtows upon us an Inheritance immortal 
and undeftled, Lite it felt and all the endearments 
of it, Relations, Eſtates are to be diſyalued, when 
ſet in compariſon with Him, Nay if (by an impoſh- 
ble ſuppolition) they could be ſeparated, our Savi- 
our ſhould be more dear to us than Salvation, For 
He declared greater Love in giving Himſelf for our 
Ranſom, than in giving Heaven to be our Reward, 
When we love Him in the higheſt degree we are ca- 
pable of, we have reaſon to mourn tor the imper- 
tection of it. In ſhort, A Syperlative Love as *tis 
due to our Redeemer, fo *tis only accepted by Him. 
He that loveth father or mother, ſon or daughter more 
than Him, is not worthy of Flim. And He tells us 
in other places that we muſt - hate then , to ſhew, 
that this Love ſhould ſo far exceed the Aﬀection that 
is due to thoſe perſons, that in all occaſions where 
they divide from Chriſt, we ſhould demean our ſelves 
as it we had only torthem an indifference, and even 
an averſation. Indeed the preterring of any thing 
efore Him, who is altogether deſirable in Himſelt, 
and infinitely deſerves our Love, is brutiſhly to un- 
deryalue Him, and in effe&t not to love Him. For 
in a Temptation where Chriſt and the beloved object 
are ſer in competition; as a greater weight turns the 
Scales, fo the ſtronger Aﬀection will cauſe a perſon 
to renounce Chriſt, tor the poſſeflion of what he 
loves better, *Tisthe Love of Chrift reigning in the 
Heart, that is the only Principle of Perſeyerance. 

4. What an high Provocation is it to deſpiſe Re- 
deeming Mercy, and to detcat that infliaite Goodneſs 
which hath been at ſuch expence for our Recovery 2 
The Son of God hath emptied all the Treaſures of his 

S Fi Love, 
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Love, to purchaſe Deliverance for guilty and 

wretched Caprives, He hath paſt through ſo many 

pains and thorns to come and offer itto them; He 

follicits them to receive Pardon and Liberty, upon 

the conditions of Acceptance and Amendment; 

which are abſolutely neceſſary to qualifie them tor 

Felicity : Now if they flight the Benefit, and re- 
nounce their Redemption ; it they ſell. themſelves 

again under the Servitude ot Sin, and pgratifie the 
Devil with a new conqueſt over them ; what a bloody 
Cruelty 1s this to their own Souls, and a vile indig- 
nity to the Lord of Glory © And are there any ſer- 
vile ſpirits ſo charm'd with their miſery, and ſo in 
love with their .chains, who will ſtoop under their 
cruel Captivity, to be reſerved for eternal Puniſh- 
ment? Who canbelteve it © But alas Examples are 
numerous and ordinary : The moſt by a Folly as 
prodigio.1s as their Ingratitude, preter their Sins be- 
tore their Saviour, and love that which is the only 
juſt object of Hatred, and hate Him who is the moſt 
worthy object of Love. *Tis a moſt aſtoniſhing con- 
fideration, that Love ſhould perſuade Chriſt to dic 
for Men, and that they ſhould trample upon his 
Blood, and chooſerather to die by themſelves, than 
to live by Him. That God ſhould be fo caſte to for- 
give, and Man fo hard to be forgiven. This is a . 
Sin of that tranſcendent height, that all the abomina- | 
tions of Sodom. and Gomorrah, are not equal to it. 
Lhis exaſperates Mercy, that dear and tender Attri- 
bute ; the only Advocate in God's Boſom for us: 
This makes the Judge irreconcilable. The rejecting. 
of life upon the gracioust erms of the Goſpel,makes 
the conde mnationof Men moſt juſt, certain,and hea- 
%.J 

Te. Moſt- 
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1. Moſt Juſt : for when Chriſt hath performed 
what was neceſlary for the expiation of ſin, and hath 
opened the Throne of Grace, which was before ſhut 
againſt us, and by this God hath declared how wil- 
ling he is to ſave Sinners ; if they are wilful to be 
damned, and fruſtrate the bleſſed methods of Grace, 
is moſt equal they ſhould inherit their own choice : 
They judge themſelves unworthy of Eternal Life, 
_ Conſcience will juſtifie the ſevereſt doom againſt 
them. 

2. It makes their condemnation certain, and final. 
The Sentence of the Law is reverſible by an ap- 
peal to an Higher Court; but that of the Goſpel 
againſt the retuſers of Mercy will remain in its full 


force for ever, He that believes not, ts condemn” d al- Joh.3 18. 


ready, *Tis ſome conſolation to a Malefactor, that 
the Sentence is not pronounced againſt him : but an 
unbeliever hath no reſpite. The Goſpel aſſures the 
ſincere Believer, that he ſhall not enter into Condemna- 
tion, to prevent his fears of an after ſentence, but 
it denounces a preſent doom, againſt thoſe who reje& 
it, The Wrath of God abides on them, Obſtinate in- 
hdelity ſets beyond all poſlibility of Pardon : there i 
no Sacrifice for that Sin, Salvation it ſelf cannot 
ſave the impenitent Infidel : For he excludes the only 
means whereby Mercy is conveyed, How deſpe- 
rate then is the caſe of ſuch a Sinner « To what 
Sanctuary will he fly 2 all the other Attributes con- 
demn him, Holineſs excites Juſtice, and Juſtice awa- 
kens Power for his deſtruction; and if Mercy inter- 
poſe not between him and ruin, he muſt periſh ir- 
. recoverably, Who ever loves not the Lord Chriſt is 
Anathema Maranatha ; He is under an irrevocable 
; Ft: Curſe, 
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Curſe; which the Redeemer will confirm at his 
coming. 

3. Wilful negle& of Redeeming Mercy aggra- 
vates the Sentence, and brings an extraordinary 
damnation upon Sinners, Belides the doom of the 
Law which continues inits vigour againſt tranſzref. 
ſors, the Goſpel adds a more heavy one againſt the 
impenitent. becauſe h2 b:leives not inthe name of the 

Joh.3.18. ly begotters Son of God, Infidelity is an outrage 
not toa Man or an Angel, but to the Eternal Son. 
For the Redemption of Souls is reckoned as a part of 
his reward, He ſhall ſee of the travel of his ſoul and be 
fatisfied. Thoſe therefore that ſpurn at Salvation, 
deny him the honour. of his ſufterings : and are guilty 
of the defiance of his Love, of the contempt of his 
Clemency, of the provocation of the moſt ſenſible 
and ſevere Attribute when 'tis incenſed. This is to 
ſtrike him at the Heart, and to kick againſt his 
Ut denuo ma- 6s , 
Jus, recupcrara Bowels. This increaſes the anguith of his ſufferings, 
prada fua, ad- and imbittcrs the Cup of his Paſſion. This renews 
NE one his Sorrows, and makes his Wounds bleed afreſh. 
Ter:-4.de Pen Tngrateful Wretches ! that refuſe to bring Glory to 
their Redeemer, and bleſſedneſs to themſelves : that 
rather chuſe that the accuſer thould triumph in their 
miſery, then their Saviour rejoyce in their felicity. 
This is the great condemnation, that Chriſt came into 
the World to exempt Men irom Death, and they refuſe 
che Pardon, * Tis an aggravation of tin above what the 
Devils are capable of, tor Pardon was never offered 
to thoſe rebel1ous ſpirits. In ſhort, ſo deadly a ma- 
lignity there 1s 1n1t, that it poyſons the Goſpel it ſelf, 


Ia.53s 
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Þþ and turns the ſweeteſt Mercy into the ſoreſt Judg- 
bi! mert, The Sun of Rigntevuſneſs who is a revivi ng 


light; 
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light to the penitent Believer, is a conſuming Fire 
to the obdurate. How much more tolerable had 

zen the condition of ſuch Sinners, it ſaving Grace 
had never appeared unto Men, or they had never 
heard of it * for the Degrees of Wrath ſhall bez 
in proportion to the riches of negle&ed goodneſs. 
The refuſing Life from Chritt, makes us guilty 
of his Death. And when he ſhall come in his Gly- 
ry, and b2 viſible to all that Pierced Him, what Ven- 
gence will be the portion of thoſe who deſpiſed the 
Majeſty of his Perſon, tac myſtery of his Compaſſi- 
_ ons and Sufferings « Thoſe that lived and dyed in 
the darkneſs of Heatheniſm, ſhall have a covler Cli- 
mate in Hell, then thoſe who negle& the great Sal-- 
VAatlon., 


CHAP- 


227 


: ICT A CI IE: OS ICT I IEEE TOI AID ESTI DCE IA AER: 


Ee CEE 


2 MD ZE 
we * EN Om Pr oe oe eee 


222 


The Harmony of” the Divine Attributes, 


dt. 


CHAP. XI. 


Divine Juſtice concurs with Mercy.in the work of our 
Redemption. The Reaſons why we are Redeemed 
by the. Satisfadtion of Juſtice are ſpecified: to de- 
clare Gods hatred of Sin, to vindicate the honour of 
the Law, to prevent the ſecure commiſſion of Sin. 
Theſe Ends are obtained in the Death of Chriſt, 
The reality of the Satisfaftion made to DivineJuſtice 
conſidered, The requilites 72 order to it, The ap- 
pointment of” God, who in this tranſaction 7s to be 
conſidered not as a Judg, that is Miniſter of the 
Law, but as Governour. His right of Juriſdiction 
to relax the Law as to the exceution of it, His 
Will declared to accept of the compenſation made. 
The .conſent of our Redeemer was neceſſary. He 


muſt be perfeitly Holy, He muſt be God aud 
Man, 


T He Deity in it ſelt is Simple and Pyre, without 
mixture or variety : The Scripture aſcribes 
Attributes to God for our clearer underſtanding. 
And thoſeas eſſential in Him are ſimply ove : They 
are diſtinguiſh'd only with reſpe& to the diverſe 
objects on which they are terminated, and the diffe- 
rent effects that proceed from them, 

The two great Attributes which are exerciſed tu- 
wards reaſonable Creatures in their /apſed ſtate, are 
Mercy and Juſtice : theſe admirably concur in the 
work of our Redemption. Although God ſpared 
guilty Man for the honour of his Mercy, yet He 


{pared not his own Son, who became a Surety for the 


offender, 
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offender, but delivered Him up to a cruel Death, for. 
the glory of his Juſtice, For the clearer underſtan- 
ding of this, zhree things are to be confidered ; 

1. The Reaſons why we are redeemed by the Sa- 
tisfaction of Juſtice, 

2. The Reality of the Satisfation made by vur 
Redeemer. | 

3. The compleatneſs and perfection of it. Con- 
cerning the firſ# there are three different Opinions, 
among thoſe who acknowledge the reality of Satiſ- 
faction. 

I, That 'tis not poſſible that Sin- ſhould be par- 
doned without Satisfaftion. For Juſtice being a 
natural and neceflary excellency in God, hath an 
unchangable reſpect to the qualities which are in the 
Creatures : That as the Divine Goodneſs is neceſ[a- 
rily exerciſed towards a Creature perfe&ly holy, ſo 
Juſtice is in puniſhing the guilty, unleſs a Satif- 
fation interyene. And if it be not poſſible, con+ 
lidering the-perfe&tion' of the Deity, that Holineſs 
ſhould be unrewarded, far leſs can it be, that Sin 
ſhould be unpuniſht : ſince the. exerciſe-of Juſtice, 
upon which Paniſhment depends, is more neceſſary 
than that of. Goodneſs, which is the cauſe of Re- 
muneration. For the Rewards which Bounty 
diſpenſes are pure Favours, whereas the Punith- 
ments which Juſtice inflicts, are due. In ſhort, Since 
Juſtice.is a. Perfectiun, *tis in God in a ſupreme de- 
gree, and being infinite -tis inflexible, This Opi- 
nion is aſlerted by ſeveral Divines of eminent 
Learning.. 

The Second Opinion is, That God by his Ab{o- 
lute Dominion and. Prerogative, might have releas'd. 
the Sinner. from . Puniſhment without. any Satif+ 
faction. . 
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'{a&tion, For as by his Sovereignty He transfer'd 


the Puniſhment from the guilty to the innocent, { 


He might have forgiven Sin, it no Redeemer had in- 


rerpoſed. From hence 1t follows, that the Death 
of Chriſt for the Expiation ot Sin was necellary only 
with reſpect to the Divine Decree. 

3. The Third Opinion is, That confidering God 
in this tranſaction as qualified with the Office of Su- 
preme Judg and Governor of the World, who hath 
given juſt Laws to direct his Creatures in their Obe- 
dience, and to be the rule of his proceedings with 
them as to Rewards and Puniſhments, He hath fo 
far reſtrain'd the exerciſe of his Power, that upon 
the breach of the Law, either it muſt be executed 
upon the Sinner, or it extraordinarily diſpenſt with, 
it muſt be upon ſuch terms as may ſecure the Ends of 
Government : and thoſe are His own Honour, and 
publick Order, and the Benefit of thoſe that are 
governed, Andupon theſe accounts 'twas requiſite, 
ſuppoſing the mercitul delign of God to pardon Sin, 
that tis Righteouſneſs ſhould be declared in the 
Sufferings of Chriſt, I will diſtintly open this. 

In the Law the Sovereignty and Holineſs of Gud 
eminently appear: And there are two things in all 
Sins, which expoſe the Offender juſtly to Puniſh- 
mENT : 

1. A Contempt of God's Sovereignty, and in that 
rcſpect there 1s a kind of equality between them, He 
that offends in oneis guilty of all, they being ratified 
by the ſame Authority, And irom hence *tis, that 
Guilt is the natural Paſſion of Sin, that alwaies ad- 
heres to it, For as God hath a Judicial Power to 
inflict Puniſhment upon the Diſobcdicnt by vertue 
ot his Soveraignty, ſo the deſert of Puniſhment 


ariſeth 
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ariſes from the deſpiſing it in the violation of his 
Commands. © | 

2. Inevery Sin there is a contrariety to Gods Ho- 
lineſs. And in this the natural turpitrude of Sin 
conſiſts, which is receptive of degrees. From hence 
ariſes Gods hatred of Sin, which is as eſſextial as 
his Love to Himſelf: the infinite Purity and Recti- 
tude of his Nature, infers the moſt perfe& abhor- 
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rence of whatever is oppoſite to it. The righteores Pl. rt, A 


Lord loves righteouſneſs, but the wicked his ſoul hates. 


Now the Juſtice of God is founded in his Sovereign- |. 


ty and his Holineſs, and the reaſon why 'tis exer- 
ciſed againſt Sin, is not an arbitrary Conſtitution, 
but his Holy Nature, to which Sin is repwenarr. 
Theſe things veing premiſed, it follows, That God 
in the relation of a Goyernor is Protector of thoſe 
Sacred Laws, which are to dire& the Reaſonable 
Creature, Andas 'twas moſt reaſonable that in the 
firſt giving the Law, He ſhould lay the ſtrongeſt 
reſtraint upon Man for peryennng Sin, by the 
threatning of Death, the greateſt evil in it ſelf, and 
in the eſtimation of Mankind , ſo 'tis moſt congruous 
to Reaſon, when the command was broke by Mans 
Rebellion, that the Peralty ſhould be inflicted cither 
on his Perſon, according to the immediate intent of 
the Law, or ſomething equivalent ſhould be done, 
that the Majeſty and Purity of God might appear in 
his Juſtice, and there might be a viſible diſcovery of 
the value He puts. on Obedience, * A "1. 
| The lifeof the Law depends upon the execution 

of it: for impunity extenuates Sin in the account of 
Men, and incourages to the free commiſſion of it. It 
Pardon be eafily obtained,Sin wil be cally committed. 


The firſt temptation was prevalent by this perſwaſi- 
ia I” =_ 
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on, that no puniſhment would follow. Befides, if up- 
on the bold violation of the Law no puniſhment were 
inflicted, not only the glory of God's Holineſs would 
be obſcured, asit He did not love Righteouſneſs and 


hate Sin, but ſuffered the contempr of the one, and 


the commiſkon of the other without controul; but ir 
wolild either refle&t upon His Wiſdom, as if He had 
not upon juſt reaſon eſtabliſht an alliance between the 


| Offence and the Penalty : or upon His Power,as if He 


were. not able to vindicate the Rights of Heaven, 


 Andafter Hisgiving a Law, and declaring that ac- 


cording to the tenor of it, He would difpenſe Re. 
wards and Puniſhments, if Sin were unrevenged, it 
would leffen the facredneſs of his Truth in the eſteem 
of Men. Sothat the Law, and Lawgiver would be ex-. 
poſed to contempt. By all which it appears, that 
the Honour cf God was infinitely concerned in His: 
requiring ſatisfaction for the breach of his Laws. 

' Temporal Magiſtrates are bound to execute wiſe and 
equal Laws, for the preſervation of publick order, 
and civil focieties. *Tis true, there be ſome cafes 
wherein. the Lawgiver may be forced to diſpenſe 
with. the Law,. as when the ſparing of an offender is 
more advantage te-the State than his puniſhment: 
Befides, there is a ſuperior Tribunal to which great 
Offenders are obnoxious, and good Magiſtrates, when: 
through. weakneſs they are fain to ſpare the guilty, 
refer them to. God's Judgment.. But *tis otherwiſe 
in. the Divine Government : For. God is #7nfinitely. 
free from any neceſſity of Compliance, There is 
no ex/gexcy-ot Government that requires, that any- 
Offenders ſhould eſcape his Severity.. Neither is 
there any Juſtice above his, which might exact Sa-- 
tfaRtion.of them.. Beſtdes,.the Majeſty of his Laws: 
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is more Sacred thanof thoſe which preſerve Earth!y 
States, and ought to be more inviolable. The ſum 
is, to declare God's hatred of Sin which is eſſential to 
his nature, to preſerve the honour of the Law which 
otherwiſe would be ſecurely deſpiſed, to prevent ſin 
by keeping up in Men an holy fear to offend God, 
which ſhould be an eternal reſpe&t of the rational! 
Creature to Him, 'twas moſt fit, that the preſumptu- 
ous breach of Gods Command thould not'be unpu- 
niſhed, Now when the Son of God was made a Sacri- 
fice for Sin, and by a bloody Death made expiation 
of it, the World is convinced, how infinitely hateful 
Sin is to hum, the dignity of the Law is maintained, 
and Sin is moſt effectually diſcouraged. There is the 
ſame terror, though not the ſame rigor, as if all man- 
Lind had been finally condemned. Thus it appears 
how becoming, God it was, to accompliſh our Salva- 
tion in ſuch a manner, that Juſtice and Mercy are 
revealed in their moſt noble and eminent*effets, and 
operations. | EE TS ne 
_ 2. Thereality ofthe ſatisfa&tion made to Divine 
Juſtice is next to be proved. This is the center, and 
heart of the Chriſtian Religion, from whence all vi- 
tal and comforting influences are derived: and for 
the opening of it, Lwill firſt conſider the requilites in 
order to it : which are 
I. The Appointment of God, whoſe Power and 
Will are to be confidered. in this tranſaQtion. p 
1. His Power: for 'tis an a& of ſupremacy to ad- 
mit that the ſufferings of another ſhould be effectual 
. toredeem the offender, God doth notin this affair 
ſuſtain the Perſon of a Judge, that is the Miniſter of 
the Law, and cannot free the guilty by transferring 
dE: - | the 
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the puniſhment on another, but is to be confidered 
as Governour, who may by pure Juriſdiftion diſpenſe 
in the execution of the Law, ypon thoſe conſi- 
derations which fully 'anſwer the ends of Govern- 
ment. S 

The Lawis not executed according to the Letter 
of it, for then no ſinner can be ſaved : but repenting 
Believers are free from condemnation, Nor is it abro- 


gated, for then no'obligation remains as to the dy- 


ty, or penalty of it : but Menare ſtill bound to' 0- 
bey. it, and impenitent Infidels are ſt] under the 
Curſe: The Wrath of God abides upon them, But *tis 
rclaxt as to the puniſhiment,- by the merciful con- 
defcenfion of.the Lawgiver, © NN 
Some Laws are not capable of relaxation in their 
own nature: becauſe there is included moral iniqui- 
ty in the relaxation. As the commands to love God; 
and obey Conſcience, can neverloſe'their bmding 
force. *Tis*anuniverfalrule that ſaffers-no excepti- 
on, God cannot deny himſelf ; therefore he cin ne- 
verallow fin, that diretly oppoſes the perfections 
of His Nature. Beltdes, fome Eaws'cannot be re- 
laxt ex hypotheſi, upon the account of the Divine,De- 
cree which makes themarrevocable,as that all who dic 
in their impenitency ſhall. be damned: Now there was 
no expreſs ſ1gn annext to the Sanftion of the origi. 
nal Law, to.intimate, that it fhould be unalterablc 
as to the letter-of it. The threatning declared the 
defert.of Sin in-the Offender, and Fe fate of pu- 
niſhing- in the Superior ; but 'tis ſo to be underſtood; 
as: not to fruſtrate the- power of the Law-giver, * 
to relax the puniſhment- upon wiſe-andjuſt reaſons. 
_ 'The Law did neither propound,; nor exclude this 
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expedient : tor judging without paſſion againſt the 
Sinner, it 1s ſatisfied with the puniſhment of the 
Crime. For *tis not the evil of the ſufferer that is 
primarily deſigned'by the Law, but the preſervation 
of publick. order, tor the honour of the Lawgiver, 
and the benefit of thoſe that are ſubjects. So that the 
relaxing the puniſhment, as to the perſon of the Sin- 
ner, by compenſation, tully anſwers the intent of the 
Law. | 
21, As by theright of Juriſdiction God: might re- 
lax the Law, and appoint a Mediatour to interpoſe 
by way of Ranſom, - ſo. he hath declared his will ro 
accept of Him. 'The'Law. in ſtritneſs obliged the 
Sinning perſon to ſuffer, fo: that he might have re- | 
tuſed- any other Satisfaction, Therefore the whole | 
Work of our Redemption is referred to His Will as fl 
the primary cauſe, Our: Saviour wes ſert: 737d the John 3.17-- F 
Wort by the order of God : He was ſealed, that is, X 
authoriſed for that great 'Work by commiſſion from | 
Him. He was called to His Office, by the voice of his 
Father from heaven,Thou art my beloved. Son in whom I Mat.3. 17: 2 
ans well pleaſed. God. anointed hn with the COP Ad.10.38. 1 
and with: Power, which fignifies as the  enduing of 

Him with the Graces of the Spirit, ſo the inveſting: | 
Him in the dignity of Mediator, as Kings, Prieſts,and = 
Prophets were. And both were- neceſfary : for his 1 
Graces without his Oftice-are unprofitable tous; and: : k 
His Office iwithout 'His -capacity, of no adyantage. | 
In ſhort, the Apoſtle obſerves'this as the peculiar ex- F 
cellency of. the New Covenant, and the toundatt- 1 
on of our. hopes, that the Mediatour was conſtitu- 
ted .by a ſolemn Oath, The Lord hath (ſworn, and will He. 7.21; bi 
not regent, thou art a Prieſt for ever after-the order- of 1 
Melchiſcdec.. ; 
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2. The Conſent of our Redeemer was neceſſary, 
that he might by Sufferings ſatisfie for us. For . 
being the Lord from Heaven, there was no Superiour 
Authority to command, or Power to compel him, 
'Tis true, having become our Surety, *twas ne- 
ceſſary He ſhould be accountable to the Law : But 
the firſt undertaking was moſt free. When one hath 
entred into Bonds to pay the Debt of an inſolvent 
perſon, he muſt give ſatisfaction ; but *tis an a& 

Luk. 24-46. of liberty and choice to make himſelf liable, Our 
Saviour tells us, It behoved Chriſt to ſuffer ; he doth 
not ſay that the Son of God ſhould ſuffer, but that 
Chriſt. This Title ſignifies the ſame Perſon'in 
ſubſtance, but not in the ſame reſpe& and conſi- 
deration. Chriſt is the Secozd Perſon cloathed with 
our Nature. There was no neceflity that obliged 
God to appoint his Son, or the Son to accept the 
Office of Mediator z; But when the Eternal Son 
had undertook that charge, and was made Chriſt, 
that is, aſſumed our Nature in order to redeem us, 

_'twas neceſſary that He ſhould ſuffer. . 

Beſides; His Conſent was. neceſlary upon ano- 
ther account, For the SatisfaQion doth nor ariſe 
meerly from the Dignity of his Perſon, but from the 
Law of ſubſtitution, whereby He pyt himſelf in our 
ſtead, and voluntarily le Himſclf-to ſuffer the 
Puniſhment due to us. The efficacy of his Death is 
by vertue of the Contrat between the Father and 
Him, of which there could be no cauſe but pure 
Mercy, and His voluntary Condeſcenſion. 

Now the 26 pop declares the willingneſs of 
LALLY 


Chriſt, partic at his entrance into the vous 
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and at his Death, Upon His comming into the 

World, He begins his Life by the interna! Obla- 

tion of Himſelf to his Father ; Sacrifice and Offering 

thou didft not defire , mine ears haſt thou opened : that 

1s, He entirely reſigned himſelf ro be Gods Servant; 

Burnt-Offering and Sin-Offering haſt thou not required. 

Then ſaid I, Lo, I come, in the volume of thy book 'tis Heb.10.6,7- 

written of me, I delight to do thy will, O my God, yea 

thy Law is within my heart. He ſaw the Divine. 

Decree, and embrac'd it, the Law was in his Heart, 

and fully poſleſt all his Thoughts and Aﬀections, . 

and had a commanding influence upon his Life. 

And his Willingneſs was fully expreſt by Him, 

when He apptoachr to His laſt Sufferings, For al- 

though He declin'd Death as Man , having natural 

and innocent defixes of Self-Preſervation, yet as. 

Mcdiator he readily fubmitred to ir.. Mor my Vil, 

but thine be done, was his voice in the Garden. And 

this argued the compleatnefs and frxedneſs of his. 

Will, that notwithſtanding his averſation: from 

Death abſolutely contidered, yet with arr: undbited:; 

election He till chofe it as-the means of our Salva-- 

tro. No involuntary Conſtraint was: laid upon 

bim, to force him to that ſabmiſſion ,-Bnt rhe fole 

cauſes of it were his free Compliance with his Fa-. 

thers Will, and' his tender Compaſſion towards 

Men. He faith, have power tv [ay down my life, Joh. 10. 18. 

and power to Fake it up; this command I reteived of my. 

Father, In his Death, Obedience and Sacrifice were- 

- united. The Typicat'Sactifices were led to the Al-- 

_ rar, but the Lamb of God'preferited Himſelf : 'tis Galot-4, 

faid, He gave himfelf” for ms, to fignific his willing- Tit-2-14+- 

neſs in dying.. Now the Freenefs of our Redeemer 
TY 


232 


Rom. L T 9» 


The Harmonyof the Divine Attributes 

in dying for us, qualified his Sufferings to be meri- 
Forious, The Apoſtle tells us, that By the obedience of 
one many are made rightcors : tnat is, By his volun- 
tary Sufferings we are juſtified : for wichout his 
Conſent, his Death could not have the reſpe of a 
puniſhment for our Sins. No Maa can be compel- 
led to pay anothers Debt, unleſs he make himſelf 
Surety for it. Brzefly, The Appointment of God, 
and the Undertaking of Chriſt, to redeem us from rhe 
Curſe of the Law by his ſuffering it, are the Founda- 
tion of the New-Teſtament. 

3. He that interpos'd as Mediator muſt be per- 
fedly Holy, otherwiſe he had been liable to Juſtice 
for his own Sin. And guilty Blood is impure and cor- 
rupt, apter to ſtain by its effuſion and ſprinklin 
than to purge away Sin, The Apoſtle joins tht. 
two as inſeparable, He appeared to take away Sin, 
and in Him i no fin, The Prieſthood under the Law 
was imperfect ; as for other reaſons,ſo for the ſins of 
the Prieſts, Aaroz the firſt and chief of the Levz- 
tical Order, was guilty of groſs Idolatry, ſo that 
Reconciliation could not be obtained by their Mi- 
niſtry : For how can one Captive ranſom another, 
or Sin expiate Sin? But our Mediator was abſolute- 
ly innocent, withouc the leaſt tincture of Sin origenal, 
or actual, He was conceived in a miraculous man- 
ner, infinitely diſtant from all the impurities of the 
carth. That which is produced in an ordinary way 
receives its-propriety from ſecond Cauſes, and con- 
tracts the defilement that cleaves to the whole /þe- 
cies: Whatever i born of blood, and the will of the 
fleſh, that is form'd of the ſubſtance of the Fleſh, and 


by the ſezſual Appetite is defiled: but though He 
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was form'd of the ſubſtance of che Virgin, yet by 
vertue of an Heavenly Principle, according to the 
words of the Angel to her, The Holy Gho#t ſhall come 
upon thee, and the power of th: Higheſt ſhall overſhadow -*** 1-35: 
thee ; therefore alſo that Holy thing that ſhall be born of 
th:e, ſball be callzd the Son of God, ' He came in the 
appearance only of ſinful fiſh, As the Brazen Ser- pon.g.z. 
p:#t had the figure, and not the poiſon of the fiery 
Serpent. He was without a/F#a! Sin; He foil'd the 
Tempter in all his arts and methods wherewith he 
tried Him. He reliited the Luſt of the Fleſh, by 
refuſing to make the ſtones Bread to aſſwage his 
Hunger ; and the Luſt of the Eyes, in deſpifmg rhe 
Kingdoms of the World with all their Treaſures ; 
and the Pride of Lite, when he would not throw him- 
ſelf down, that by the interpoſing of Angels for 
His reſcue, there might be a viſible proof that He 
was the Son of God, The Accuſer himſelf confeſt 
Him to be the Holy Ore of God : he found no cor- Mar. 1.24. 
ruption within Him, and could draw nothing out * 
of him. Fudas that betrayed him,and Pate that con- 
demned him, acknowledged his Innocence, He 
perfely fulfill d the Law, and did alwaies what 
pleaſed his Father, In the midſt of his Sufferings, 
no irregular motion diſturbed his Soul, but He al- 
waies expreſt the higheſt Reverence to God, and in- 
credible Charity to Men. He was cowpared to a 
Lamb,(for his Paſhon and his Patience) that quictly 
dies at the foot of the Altar, 
Beſides, We may conſider in our Mediator not 
only a perfect freedom from Sin, but an impoſſibility 
that he ſhould be toucht by it. The Angelical Na- 
ture was liable to folly ; but the Human: Nature 
by its in'imate and unchangeable Union with the 
: H h Divine 
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Divine is eſtabliſht above all poſhbllity of Falling. 
The Deity is Holineſs it ſelf, and by its perſonal 
preſence, is a greater preſervative from ſin, than ei- 
ther the viſion of God in Heaven, or the moſt perma- 
nent habit of Grace, Our Saviour tells us the Sox 
can do nothing of himſelf, but according to the pattern 
Jon 5-19* the Father ſets him,Now the perte& Holincſs of our 
Redeemer hath a ſpecial efficacy in making his 
Death to be the expiation ot Sin,as the Scripture fre- 
Heb. 7.26, quently declares, For ſuch an high Prieft became us 
27. who ts holy, harmleff, undefiled and ſeparate from ſinners, 
And he that kaew no fin, was made ſin for us, that we 
2 Cor. 5-21, »jght be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him. We 
are Redeemed not with corruptible things, as Sitver,and 
Gold, but with the precious Blood of Chriſt 2s of a Lamb 
Ia.53-11, without blemiſh, and without ſpot. Aud by his knowleds 
ſhall my righteous Servant juſtifie many. 
4. Twas requiſite the Mediator thould be God and 
Man. He muſt aſſume the nature of Man, that he 
might be put in his ſtead 1n order to make ſatisfaGi- 
on for him, He was tobe our repreſentative, there- 
fore ſuch a conjunction between us muſt be, that 
- God might eſteem all his People to ſuffer in him, By 
the Law of I/rac/ the right of Redemption belonged 
to him that was next in blood : Now Chriſt took 
the Seed of . Abraham, the original element of our 
nature, that having a right of Propriety in us as 
God, He might have a right of Propinquity as Man. 
He was allied to all Men, as Men : that His ſuffer- 
ings might be univerſally beneficial, And Hemuſt 
| be God: *tis not his Innocency onely, or Deputati- 
on, but the Dignity of His Perſon that qualifies Him 
to be an all-ſyfficient Sacrifice for Sin, ſo that God 
may diſpenſe pardon, ina way that is honourable to 
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Juſtice. For Juſtice requires a proportion between the 
Puniſhment and the Crime : and that receives its 
quality from the dignity of the perſon offended. 
Now lince the Majeſty of God is infinite againſt 
whom fin is committed, the guilt of it can never be 
explated but by an infinite Satisfation. There is 
no name under Heaven, ney in Heaven that could fave AR-4.12 
us, but the Son of God, who being equal to Him in Ts 
oreatneſs, became Man. | 

If there had been ſuch compaſſion in the Angels as 
to have inclined them, tointerpoſe between Juſtice 
and us, they had not been qualified for that Work: 
not only upon the account of their different nature, 
ſo that by ſubſtitution they could not ſatisfie for us . 
nor that being immaterial ſubſtances, they are ex- 
empred from the dominion of death, which was the 
puniſhment denounc'd againſt the finner,and to which 
his Surety muſt be ſubjected : but prineipally that 
being finite Creatures they are incapable to atone 
an incenſed God. Who among all their glorious 
Orders durſt appear before ſo conſuming a fire * who 
could have been an Altar whereon to 7 nic a Sa- 
crifice to Divine Juſtice 2 no meer Creature how 
worthy ſo ever could propitiate the ſupreme Majeſty 
when juſtly provoked, Our Redeemer was to be 
the Lord of Angels. The Apoſtle tells us that it 
pleaſed the Father that in him all fulneff ſhould dy?ll. 
This reſpects not his original Nature, but his OE 
fice, and the reaſon of it 1s, fo reconcile by the blood 
of the (roſs, things in Heaven, and in the Earth. From 
the greatneſs of the Work we may infer the quality 
of the means, and from the quality of the means, the 
Nature of the Perſon that is to perform ir, Peace 
with God who was provoked by our Rebellion, could 
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only be made by an infinite Sacrifice, Now in Chriſt 


the Deity it ſelf, not its influences, and the ftulneſs 


of it, not any particular perteQion only, dwelt really 
and ſubſtantially, God was preſent in the Arkin 
a ſhadow, and repreſentation ; He 1s preſent in na- 
ture by his ſuſtaining Power, and in his Saints by 
ſpecial favour, and the eminent effe&s,the Graces and 
Comforts that proceed from it ; buthe is prefent in 
Chriſt in a ſingular and tranſcendent manner.. The 
Humanity is related to the Word not only as a 
Creature to the Author of its being, for in this re- 
gardit hath an equal reſpect to all the perſons, but 
by a peculiar conjunction : for *tis actuated by the 
ſame ſubſiſtence as the Divine Efſence is in the Son, 
but with this difference, the one is voluntary, the 


other neceſſary; the one is eſpouſed by Love, the 
other received by Nature. 


Now from this intimate Union, there is a commu- 
nication of the ſpecial qualities of both natures to 
the Perſon of Chriſt: Man is exalted to be the Son of 
God, and the Word abaſed to be the Son of Man. 
As by reaſon of the vital Union between the Soul 
and Body, the eſſential parts of Man, *tis truly ſaid 
that he is rational in reſpe& of his ſoul, and mortal 
in reſpe& of his body. This Union derives an infinite 
merit to the obedience of Chriſt, For the humane 
nature having its complement from the Divine Per- 


ſon, *tis not the nature ſimply conſidered, but the 
perſon that is the tountain of actions, To illuſtrate 


this by an' inſtance : the civil Law determines that 
a tree tranſplanted from one ſoile to another, and 
taking root there, it belongs to the owner of that 
ground, in regard that receiving nouriſhment from a 
new earth, it becomes as it were another tree, though 


there 


in the Contrivance of May's Redemption. 2.37 

there be. the ſame individual root, the ſame body, 
_ andrhefame ſoul of vegetation as before. Thus the 
humane nature taken from the common. maſs of 
Mankind, and tranſplanted by perſonal Union'into 

the Divine, is to be reckoned as intirely belonging 
_ to the Divine, and the aQions proceeding- from 
it arenot meerly humane, but are raiſed above their 
natural worth, and become meritorious. One hour 
of Chriſts Life-glorified God more, than an everlaſt- 
ing duration: ſpent by Angels and Men in the prai- 
ſesof him. For the moſt perfe& creatures are li- 
mited, and finite, and their ſervices cannot fully 
correſpond with the Majeſty of God; but when the 
Word was made Fleſh, and entered into a new ſtate 
of ſubjeCtion, he glorified God in a Divine manner 
and-moſt worthy of hich. He that comes from above, 
i5 above all, The allſufhciency of his Satisfaction 
ariſes from hence, He that was in the form of God, J00-F-3te- 
ani thought it no robbery to be equal with God; that is, Phil.2.6. 
in the truth of the Divine Nature He was equal with 
the Father, and without ſacriledge, or uſurpation 
poſſeſt Divine Honour, he became obedient to the 
Death of the Croſs. The Lord of Glory was Crucified, 
We are purchaſed by the Blood of God. And the Blood of Ac-20-28, 
Feſus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from all Sin. The Di- 
vine Nature gives it an infinite and. everlaſting effica- 
Cy. 

4 And *tis obſervable. that the Socinians the declar- 
ed enemies of his Eternity, conſentaneoully to their 
firſt impious error, deny his Satisfaction, For if. 
Jeſus Chriſt were but a titular God, his Sufferings 
how deep ſoever , had been inſufficient to expiate 
our offence: in His Death He had been only a 


Martyr, not a Mediator, For no Satisfaction can 
OY be. 


1 Cor.2.8.. 
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be made to Divine Juſtice, but by ſuffering that 
which is equivalent to the guilt of ſin, which as'*tis 


mA. ſuch muſt the Satisfaction be, 
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Divine Juſtice # declared and glorified in the Death of 


Chrilt. The threefold account the Scripture gives 
of it : As a Puniſhment 7Xflicted for Sin, as a Price 
to redeem us from Hell, as a Sacrifice to reconcile 
5 to God, Man was Capitally guilty. Chriſt 
with the allowance of God interpoſes as hu Surety. 
His Death was inflicted on him by the Supreme 
Fudg. The impultive Cauſe of it was Sin. His 
Sufferings were equivalent to the Sentence of the 
Law. The Effect of them is our Freedom. Ax 
Anſwer to the Objedtion, That *tis a violation 0 

Juſtice to transfer the Puniſhment from the guilty 
to the innocent. The Death of Chriſt Is the Price 
that redeems from Hell, This j{ingular effect of his 
Death d:ſfingniſhes it from the acath of the Mar- 
tyrs. Ax Anſwer to the Objettions. How could 
God receive this Price, ſince he gave his Son to that 
Death which redeems us * And how our Redeemer, 
ſuppoſing him God, can make Satisfa&tion to Him- 


ſelf: The Death of Chriſt repreſented as a Sacri- 


fice, The Expiatory Sacrifices under the Law 
were ſubſtituted in the place of gui!ity Men. The 
Effects of them anſroerable to their threefold reſp, 
to God, Sin and Men: The Atonement of Anger, 
the Expiation of Sin, and Freedom from Punith- 
ment. Al. ſorts of Placatory Sacrifices are referr'd 


to Chriſt, and the effe&s of them in a ſublime 


aud 
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end perfect manner, No prejudice to the Freeneſs 
and Greatneſs of God's Love, that Chriſt by his 
Death reconciled Him to men. 


H*'s premiſed theſe things, I ſhall now prove 
that the Divine F«ſt:ce is really declard and 
glorified in the obedient Sufferings of Chriſt, For the 
op:ning this pornt,'tis neceſſary to conſider the account 
- the Scripture gives of his Death , which is threefold : 
I. ?Tis repreſented under the relation of a Pu- 
niſhment inflicted on him for Sin, and the effe of 
it is Satisfaction to the Law. 
2. As aPrice to redeem us from Hell. 
3. Under the notion of a Sacrifice to reconcile 
God to Sinners. 
Firſt. As a Puniſhment inflited on him for Sin, 
This will appear by conſidering, 
I, That Manby his Rebellionagainſt God was capt- 
tally guilty : He ſtood ſentenced by the Law to Death.. 
2. Chrilt with the allowance of the Supreme Judg, 
interpoſed as our Surety, and in that relation was 
made liable to Puniſhment. Sins are by reſemblance 
called Debts. As a Debt obliges the Debtor to 
payment, ſo- Sin doth the Sinner to. Puniſhment. 
And as the Creditor hath a right to exa& thePay- 
ment from the Debtor, ſo God hath a right to inflict -. Dr. 51: 
Puniſhment on the guilty, But with this difference, 75{<+ who 
the Creditor by the meer fignification of his will.ble cleames 


may diſcharge the Debtor, for he hath an abſolute Þ yindica- 
power over his eſtate:: whereas publick Juſtice is &rine of $.- 


concern'd in the Puniſhment of the guilty. This ig", 

. : ; : from the 06- 
evident by many inſtances. For *tis not ſufficient je#;o»s of 
that a Criminal ſatisfie his Adverſary, unleſs theC*% 
Prince, who is the Guardian of the Laws, give him 


Pardon, 
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Pardon, The intereſt of a private Perſon, who hath 
received an injury,is ſo diſtin from that of the State, 
that ſometimes the injured party ſolicites the Pardon 
of the offender without ſucceſs, Which ſhews that 
principally tis not to ſatisfie the particular perſon, 
that the Crime is punih'd, but to ſatisfie the Law, 
and prevent future Diſorders. 

Now our Debt was not pecyztary but pexal: And 
as in civil Caſes, where one becomes Surety for an- 
other, he is obliged to pay the Debt, for'in the 
eftimate of the Law they are but one perſon ; So 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt entring into this relation, He 
ſuſtained the perſon of Sinners, and became judi- 
cially one with them, and according to the order of 
Juſtice, was liable to their puniſhment. The dif- 
pleaſure of God was primarily and direftly againſt 
the Sinner, but the effects of it fell upon Chriſt, 
who undertook for him. The Apof/c tells us, That 
when the Fulneſs of time came, God ſent his Son, 
made under the Law, that he might redeem then 

that were under theLaw, He took our Nature & Con- 
dition : He was made under the Law Moral and 
Ceremonial, The directive part of the Moral Law 
He fulfilled by the Innocency of his Lite, the pezalty 
be ſatisfied as our Surety, being under an Obliga- 
tion to ſaveus. And he appeared as a Sinner in his 
ſubjection to the Law of Moſes. That Hand-writing 
was againſt us; He theretore enter d into the Bond 


' that we had forfeited, In his Circumciſion He 


ſigned it with thoſe drops of Blood, which were an 
earneſt of his thedding the reſt on the Croſs, For 
whoſoever was Circumciſed, became a Debtor to the 
whol: Law. And we may obſerve, 'tis ſaid, That 
as Moſes lifted up the brazen Serpent, ſo the Law 


of 
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of which Moſzs was a type and Miniſter, lifted up the 
Me/iah on the Croſs, 

3». The Scripture is very clear and expreſs in (ct- 
ting down the part that God had in the Sufferings 
of Chriſt as Supreme Judg, the impulſive cauſe thar 
moved Him, their proportion to the puniſhment of 
the Law, and the effect of them for our Deliverance, 
He was delivered by the d:itorminate counſel and fore- Ats 2, 23, 
knowledg of God, All the various and vicious actions 
of men, were over-ruled by his Providence : The n 
falſneſs of Fudas, the fearfulneſs of Plate, and the 
malice of the Jews were ſubſzrvient to Gods eternal 
delign, And as He wills not the Death of a Sir- | 
ner, much leſs of his Son, but for moſt weighty i 
Reaſons : theſe are declared by the Prophet, Awe ; 
like ſheep have gone aſtray, and turned every one to his 1 
own waies: Our Errours were different, but the 4 
iſſue was the ſame, that is, Eternal Death: And ths 11-536. 
Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all: that is, the 
Puniſhment of our Iniquities. His Sufferings had 
ſuch a reſpe& to Sin, as included the imputation of 
it. *Twasan a@ of Sovereignty in God to appoint 
Chriſt as Man to be our Surety, bur an act of Juſtice x 
to inflict the puniſhment, when Chriſt had under- | [ 
taken for us. 'Tis ſaid, He hath born our griefs, and 1 
carried our ſorrows. The expreſſions are compre- 
henfive of all the Miſeries of his Lite, eſpecially his 
laſt Sufferings. The Hebrew words Naſa, and Sa- ay 
bal fignifie ſuch a taking away, as is by laying upon HD 
one who bears it from us, And thus it is inter- Oo 4 
preted by St. Peter, He himſelf bare our ſins in his a%um tollcn. , 
own Body on the tree. This neceſſarily implies the ©oms in du: 1 
derivation of our guilt to him, and the conſequent ram iter 1 
of it, the transferring of our puniſhment, Thoſe em on-4 


IM? 0:11; j 


$4 | words : , 


242 


Iſa.53. 5» 


The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 


words are full and pregnant to the ſame purpoſe - 
He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed 
for our Iniquities, the chaſtiſement of our peace was on 
him, and with his ſtripes we are healed, Where the 
meritorious cauſe of his Sufferings is ſet down, as 
appears by the connexion of the words with the 
former, The Fews thought him ſtricken, ſmitten of 
Goa, and affiicted ; that is, juſtly punitht for Blaſphe- 
my, and uſurping Divine Honour, In oppoſition 
to this conceit *tis added, But he was wounded for our 
tranſgreſſions. This the Apoſtle expreſly telleth us, 
when he declares that Chris died for our Sins. 

This will appear more fully,by conſidering what the 
deſert of Sinis, By our Rebellion we made the forfei- 
ture of Soul 8& Body to Divine Juſtice: Death, both 
the firſt and the ſecond,was the Sentence of the Lay. 
Now the Sufferings of Chriſt were anſwerable to this 
Puniſhment. The Death which the Law threatned 
for Sin, was to be accompanied with Diſhonour and 
Pain, And he ſuffered the Death of the Croſs to 
which a ſpecial Curſe was annext. And this was 
not onely in reſpe&t of the Judgment of Men, be- 
fore whom a Crucified perſon was made a Spectacle 
of publick Vengeance for his Crimes, but in reſpect 
of Gods declaration concerning it, The Jews were 


Deut,21-23- commanded that none ſhouid hang on a Tree longer then 


the Evening ; leſt the Holy Land ſhould be profaned 
by that, which was an expreſs mark of Gods Curſe. 
Now the legal Curſe was a Typical fignification of 
the real, that ſhould be ſuffered by our Redeemer. 
Beſides, his Death was attended with exquiſite 
pains : he ſufferd variety of torments, by the 
ſcourges, the thorns, the nails, that pierc'd his Hands 
and Fect, the leaſt vital, but moſt ſenſible parts. 
He 
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He refuſed the Wine mix'd with Myrrh, that was 
given to ſtupifie the ſenſes; tor the defign of his 
Paſſion requird, that he ſhould have the quickeſt 
ſenſe of his Sufferings, which were the Puniſhment 
of Sin. And his inward Sorrows were equivalent 
to the pains of loſs and ſenſe that aredue to Sinners. 
'Tis true, there are circumſtances in the Sufferings of 
the damn'd, as Blaſpemy, Rage, Importent fierceneſs 
of mind, which are not appointed by the Law, but are 
accldental arifing from the perverſneſs of their Spt- | 
rits: For the puniſhment- of the Law is a Phyſical 
evil, but theſe are Moral : and that puniſhment is 
inflicted by the Judge, but theſe are onely from the 
- guilty Sufferers : Now to theſe he was not poſſibly 
liable, Beſides, the Death that the Sinner ought to 
Suffer is Eternal, attended with deſpair, and the in- 
tolerable anguiſh of Conſcience, Now our Re- 
deemer having no real Guilt, was not liable to the 
worm of Conſcience, and his Temporary Sufferings 
were equivalent to the Eternal, upon the account 
of his Divine Perſon, ſo that he was not capable 
of Deſpair. But he endurd the unknown ter- 
rours of the ſecond Death, ſo far as was conſi- 
ſtent with che PerfeRtion of his Nature, The anguith 
of his Soul was not meerly from ſympathy with his 
Body , but immediately from Divine Diſpleaſure. 
It pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him : this principally re- 1{.53.10, 
. ſpecs the Impreſſions of Wrath made upon his in- 
ward Man. Had the Cup he teard been onely 
Death, with the bitter ingredients of diſhonour and 
pain, many haye drank it with more appearing re- 
ſolution. The Martyrs endured more cruel tor- 
ments without complaint; nay in their ſharpeit con- 
flits have expreſt a triumphant joy, Whereas our 

11-2 Redecmer 
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Redecmer was under all the innocent degrees of fear 
and ſorrow at the approach of his Sufferings, From 
whence was the difterence 2 Had Chriſt leſs Cou- 
rage ? He was the Fountain of their Fortitude : the 
difference was notin the diſpoſition of the Patients, 
but in the Nature of the Sufferings, He endured 
that which is infinitely more terrible than all out- 
ward torments, The Lightot Joy that always ſhi- 
ned in his Sou], a ſweet Image of Heaven, was then 
totally cclips'd, God, the Fountain of Compaſſion, 
reſtrain'd himſeli, his Father appeard a ſevere 
incxorable Judge, and dealt with him not as his 
Son, but our Surety. Under all the Cruelties ex- 
ercisd by men, the Lamb of God open'd not his 
mouth, but when the Father of Mercies, and the 
God of all Conſolations torſook him, then he broke 
forth into a mourntul complaint. Now by this ac- 
count of Chriſts Sufferings from Scripture, *tis 
_ evident, they were truly penal ; for they were in- 
fifted for Sin, by the Supreme Judg, and were 
equivalent to the Sentence of the Law. And the 
benefit we receive upon their account, proves that 
they are ſatisiaction to Divine Juſtice, for we are 
exempted from Puniſhment, by his Submiſſion to it. 
Gala tz, Hefreed us from the Curſe of the Law, being made 
Ila.53.5. #4 Curſe for us. The Chaſtiſements of our Peace was upon 
him, by whoſe fripes we are healed. So that his 
Death being the Meritorious Cauſe of freeing the 
Guilty, is properly Satrfattton, 

Beiore I proceed to the ſecond Confideration of 
Chrifts Dzath, I will briefly anſwer the Objeion 
of the Socinians, vizs That'tis a Violation of 
Juſtice to transfer the Puniſhment from one to ano- 
ther, ſo that the Righteous God could« not Punith 


his 
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his innocent Son for our Sins. Now to ſhow the 
invalidity of this Pretence we muſt conſider. 

1. That Juſtice is not an irregular appetite of 
Vengeance ariſing from Hatred that cannot be ſa- 


tisfied but with the Deſtruction of the Guilty. It 


preſerves Right with pure Aﬀections, and is content 
when the Injury is repair'd, from whomſoever ſatis- 
faction comes. 

2. Though an innocent perſon can't ſuffer as in- 
nocent without Injuſtice, yet he may voluntarily 
contract an Obligation, which will expoſe him to 
deſerved ſufferings. The Wiſdom and Juſtice of 
all Nations agree in puniſhing one for anothers fault, 
where conſent is preceding, as in the caſe of Hoſta- 
ges. Andalthoughit is Eſſential to the Nature of 
Puniſhment to be inflicted for Sin, yet not on the 
Perſon of the Sinner : for iz Conpectu fori, the Sin- 
ner and Surety arc one, 

3. That exchange is not allowed in Criminal 
Cauſes where the Guilty ought to ſuffer in Perſon, 
tis not from any Injuſtice in the Nature of the 
thing, for then it would not be allowed in Civil ; bur 
there are ſpecial Reaſons why an Innocent Perſon 
is not ordinarily admitted to ſuffer for an offen- 
der, 

I. No man hath abſolute Power over his own life. 
Tis a depoſitum conſigned to him for a time, and 
wo be preſerv'd till God ,or the Pablick good, calls 
or It, 

2. The Publick would ſuffer prejudice by the loſs 
of a good Subject. Therefore the Rule of the Law 
is juſt, Nor auditur perire volens. The deſire of 
one that devotes himſelf to ruine is not to be heard. 
And the guilty perſon who is ſpared might grow 
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worſe by impunity, and cauſe great diſorders by his 
evil example. But theſe confiderations are of no. 
force in the caſe of our Sav:our: For, 

1. He had full Power to diſpoſe of his life : I 
* have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it 
again : this Commandment have I received of my 
Father, He declares his Power as God, that his 
life intirely depended on his will , to preſerve it, or 
part withir: and his ſubjeticn as Mediator to the 
order of his Father. 
2. Our Saviour could not finally Periſh. *Twas 
At-2-24+ not poſſible he ſhould be held under the power of 
Death., Otherwiſe it had bcen againſt the Laws of 
reaſon, that the precious ſhould for ever ſuffer for 
the vile. Better ten thouland Worlds had been 
loft, than that the Holy Oze of God (hould periſh. 
He ſaved us through his Sufferings, though as by 

fire: and h.da glorious reward in the ifiue. 

3. There is an infinite good redounds from his Sut- 
fcrings : for Sinners are exempted from Death, and 
the preſervation of theguilty is for the glory of Gods. 
government : for thoſe who are redeemed by his 
Death, are renewed by his Spirit, He covers 
their ſins, that he may cure them. He is made 

x Cor. 1. 30+ Righteouſneſs and Sanitification to his People. The 
ſerious belief that Chriſt by dying hath reſcued 
us from Hell, produces a ſuperlative Love to him, 
an ingenuous and grateful fcar leſt we ſhould offend 
Him, an ambition to pleaſe Him in all things ; 
brirfly, Univerſal Obedience to his Will, as its moſt 
natural and neceſlary effect, So thar in laying the 
puniſhment on Chriſt, under which Mankind muſt 


have ſunk for ever, there is nothing againſt Ju- 
ſtice, 


Joh-10.18 


2, The 
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2, The Death of Chriſt is the price which re- 
deems us from ovr woful Captivity, Mankind was 
failen under the dominion of Satan and Death, and 
could not obtain freedom by eſcape, or meer power. 
For by the order of Divine Juſtice we were detained 
Priſoners ; So that till God the Supreme Judg is 
ſatisfied, there can be no. diſcharge. Now the 
Lord Chriſt hath procured our deliverance by his 
Death, according to the teſtimony of the Apoſtle, 
We have Redemption through his Blood, even the for- <%1-14+ 
griveneſs of fins, His Blood is congruouſly called « 
rice, becauſe in conſideration of it our Freedom is 
purchaſed, He is our Redeemer by Ranſom, He i Tim.2.6. 
gave himſelf a Ranſom for all: and that ſignifies the 
price paid tor the freeing of a Captive. The word 
uſed by the Apoſtle «r7i\urpoy, hath a ſpecial Em- 
phaſis, it ſignifies an exchange of conditions with 
us, the redeeming us from Death, by dying for us, 
As the &r7{4vxa,, who devoted themſelves to Death, 
for the reſcuing of others. Our Saviour told his 
Diſciples that the Son of Man came to oive his Life 
a ranſom for many: ovri (ignifles a commutation 
or exchange, with reſpe& of things, or perſons : 
Thus we are commanded to render to none Ev: for 
evil: And if' a Sonask of his Father a Fiſh, will he Euke 11.12. 
give him a Serpent for a Fiſh? When 'tis uſed in 7, 1%ve- 
reſpect of perſons, it imports a ſubſtitution in ano- © ©" 
thers place. Archelaus reigned inſtead of his Father &7i 'ned.- 
Herodazd Peter paid tribute for (hrift, that is,re- 4\s. 
preſenting Him : the effe& therefore of our Savi- Mt. 17:27: 
ours words, that He gave his Life a Ranſome for 
many, is evidently this, that he dy'd in their ſtead ; 
and his Life as a Price intervened-to obtain their Re- 
demption. *Tis for this Reaſon the Gloriftied Saints 
| ſung 


Mat.2 (-? s$, 
AuT@ 9! &v77 
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Rev.5.9. 


1 Cor.1.13. 
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ſung a Hymn of Praiſe to the Divine Lamb, ſaying, 


Thou art worthy for thou wait ſlain, and haſt redeemed us 
to God by thy Blood, This ſingular and bleſſed et: 
tet of Chriſts Death, diſtinguithes 1t from the 
Death of the moſt Excellent Martyrs. Ithe had dy- 
ed only for the Confirmation of the Goſpel, or to 
exhibit to us a Pattern of Suffering Graces, what 
were there peculiar and extraordinary in his Death ? 
How can 1t be ſaid that he was Crucified for us 
alone? For the Martyrs Sealed the Truth with 
their Blood, and left admirable Examples ot I ove 


to God, of Zeal for his Glory, of patience under 


I Pet,2.19, 
2 4o 


Torments, and of Compaſhon to their Perſecutors : 
yetit were intolerable Blaſphemy to ſay that they 
redeem'd us by their Death. And 'tis obſervable, 
when the Death of Chriſt is propounded in Scripture 
as a Pattern of Patience, *tis with a ſpecial Circum- 
ſtance that diſtinguiſhes it from all others. Chri/f 
ſuffered for us, leaving us an Example that we ſhould 
ollow his ſteps: who his own ſelf bare our Sins in 

his own Body on the Tree, by whoſe ſtripes ye were 
healed, The truth is, if the ſole end of Chriſts 
Death were to induce Men to b<lieve His Promiſes, 
and to imitate His Graces, there had been no ſuch 
neceſſity of it : for the Miracles he did,had been ſuf- 
ficient toconfirm the Goſpel, yet Remiſſion of Sins is 
never attributed to them: and the Miſeries he Suf- 
tered during the courſe of his Lite, had been ſuffi- 
cient to inſtruct us how to behave cur ſelves under 
Indignities and Perſecutions : and at the laſt he 
might have given as fuli a Teſtimony to the Truth 
of his Doctrine by his deſcent from the Croſs as by 
dying for us. But no lower Price than his Blood 
could make Compenſation to the Law, and ſatiſ- 
taction 
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faction to God, and todeny this, is to Rob him of 
the Glory of his Death, and to deſtroy all our Com- 
fort. | 

'Tis objected by thoſe who nullifie the Myſtery of 
the Croſs of the Lord Jeſus, How could God re- 
ceive this Price, fince he gave up his Son to that 
Death which Redeems us ? And how can our Re- 
d:emer, ſuppoſing him God, make ſatisfaction to him- | 
ſelf 4 To this Ianſwer. 

1, The infinite Goodneſs of God in giving our ; F 
Redeemer, doth not deveſt him of the Office of Su- q 
preme Judge, nor prejudice his examining of the 43 
Cauſe according to his Sovereign Juriſdiction, and 
his receiving a Ranſom to preſerve the Rights of 
Juſtice inviolable. Thereis an eminent inſtance of 
this in Zalencrs, the Prince of the Locrians ; who 
paſt a Law thac Adulterers ſhould loſe both their 
eyes: and when his Son was convicted of that 
Crime, the people who reſpe&ed him for his Excel- 4 
lent Vertues, out of pity ro him, interceded for the | | 
Offender. Zelencrs in a Conflict between Zeal for ra. Xlian J 
Juſtice, and AﬀeCtion to his Son, took but one Eye}: Milor: | | 
trom him, and parted with one of his own to ſatisfie ds | 
the Law. And thus he paid and received the Pu- 
nithment : he paiditas a Father, and received it as 
the Conſervator of Publick Juſtice. Thus when 
ouilty Mankind in its Poverty could not pay the 
Forfeiture to the Law, God the Father of Mer- 
cies was pleaſed to give it from the Treaſures of his 
Love; that is, the Blood of his Son for our Ranſom, 1 
And this he receives from the Hand of Chriſt, offer d i 
upon the Croſs, as the Supreme Judge, and declares p 
it fully valuable, and the Rights of Juſtice to | be 
truly performed. 
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2. Itis not inconfiitent with Reaſo1, that the Son 
of God cioathed with our Nature, ſhould by his 
Death make <atisfaction to the Deity, and therefore 
to himſeif, In the according of two Parties, a Perſon 
that belongs co one of them, may interpoſe for Re- 
conciliation, provided that he deveſts his own Inte- 
reſt, and Icaves it with the Party from whom he 
comes. Thus when the Senate of Ryumzz, and. the 
People were in diſſenſion, one of the Senators truſt- 
ed his own Concernment with the Council, of 
which he was a Member, and mediated between the 
Parties to reconcile them, Thus when the Father 
and the Son both. poſſeſt of the Imperial Power, have 
been offended by Rebellious Subjects, *tis not incon- 
venient that the Son interpoſe as a Mediator, tore- 
ſtore them to the Favour of the Prince. And by this 
he reconciles them to himſelf, and procures them 
Pardon of an Offence, by which his own Majeſty 
was violated. This he doth as Mediator, not as a 
a Party concern'd, Now this is a fit Illuſtration. 
of the Great Work of our Redemption, ſo far as 
Humane things can repreſent Divine.. For all the 
Perſons of the Glorious Trinity were equally pro- 
vok'd by our Sin; and to obtain our Pardon. the Son 
with the conſent of the Father depoſits his Intereſt 
into his Hands, and as a Mediator intervenes be- 
tween us and him, who in this Tranſaction is the 
Depoſitary of the Rights of Heaven, and having 
performed what Juſtice required, he reconciled the 
World to God,that is, to the Father, Himſelf, and 
the Eternal Spirit, In this Cauſehis Perſon. is the 
ſame, but his Quality is different: he made Sartiſ- 
faction as Mediator, and receivd it as God. *Tis 
in this ſenſe that the Apoſile ſaith, We have an Ad- 


V0caie 
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vocate with the Father, Feſuws Chriſt the righteous : 1 Joh.2.2. 


Not to exclude the other Perſons, bur in regard the 
Father as the Fzrſt Perſon is the ProteQtor of Juſtice, 
our Mediator in appeaſing Him appeaſes the others 
alſo, 

3. The Death of Chriſt is repreſented under the 
notion of a Sacrifice offer'd up to God, For the more 
'full underſtanding of this, we muſt conſider that 
Sacrifices were of two kinds. 

1. Some were Enchariſtical: They are called 
Peace- offerings, by which the Sacrificer acknow- 
ledged the Bounty of God, and his own unworthi- 
neſs, and rendered Praiſe for a fayour received, and 
deſired the Divine Bleſſing. 

2. Expiatory : The Sin-offerings for the averting 
of Gods wrath, The Inſtitution of them was upon 
a double Reaſon ; 

1. That Man is a finner, and therefore obnoxi- 
ous to the juſt indignation and extreme diſpleaſure 
of the Holy and Righteous God. 2, That God was 
to be propitiated, that he might pardon them, Theſe 
Truths are engraven in the natural Conſciences of 
Men, as appeares by their pretended Expiations of 
ſin among theHeathens: But are more clearly reveal d 


in the Scripture. Under the Law without the efuior Heb.9.22. 


of Blood there w.us no Remiſſion , To fignifie, that God 
would not forgive Sin without the atonement of Ju- 
ſtice, which required the Death of the Offender ; but 
it being tempered with Mercy,accepted a Sacrifice in 
his ſtead. And that there was a Subſtitution of the 
Beaſt in the place of the guilty Offender, appeares 
by the Law concerning Sacrifices. 1, None were : 
inſtituted for Capital Offences, as Murder, 1do- 
latry, Adultery, &c. Becauſe the Sinner himſelf 

K k 2 "Was 
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was to be cut off : But for other Sixs, which al- 

though in ſtrictneſs they deſerved Death, yet God: 

who was the King of I{ra:/, was pleaſed to remit the 
Forfeiture, and to accept the life of the Sacrifice for 

the Life of the Sinner, 2. Theguilty Perſon was 

to offer a clean Beaſt of his own ; to fignifie the 
Surrogation of it in'his ſtead, For in the relation 

of a Poſleſſour he had a dominion over it, to apply 
Ex0.29-10- it to that uſe, 3. The Prieſt, or the perſon that 
Lev.1.4. offer'd, was to lay his hands on the head of the Sa- 
crifice, thereby Conſecrating it to God, and De- 

voting it in his ſtead to bear the Puniſhment, For this 

Lev.17.11, Icaſon *twas called a Sin, and a Curſe. 4. The 
eVe17e0* Confeſſion of Sin by the People, or the Prieſt, as 
in theday of Atonement, ſignified that the guilt of 

all met on the Sacrifice for Expiation. 5. The 

Blood was to be ſhed wherein the v##a/ ſpirits are, 

an expreſs repreſentation what the Sinner deſerved : 

and that it was accepted for his Life. 6. Laſth,The 
deprecating of God's Anger was joyned with the Sa- 

crifice. As when a Man was flain,and the Murderer 

was not found ; the Elders of the City next to the 

dead Body, were to kill an Heifer in a Yalley, andto 

pray that innocent Blood might not be laid to their 

charge : otherwiſe the Land could not be clenſed from 

the guilt of Blood, but by the Blood of the Murderer. 

Thoſe _— 2. The Efeds of theſe Sacrifices declare their 
—_—— nature: And they are anſwerable to their threefold 
mewn with reſpe&t, to God, to Sin, to Man. To God, that 


rhe Hebrews) his Anger might be appeaſed ; ro Sin, that the fault 
w3;, 92a2- Might be expiated ; to Man, that the guilty perſon 
#9-,im- might obtain Pardon, and Freedom from Puniſh- 
Tepns with the 


Greeks, ment, Thus when a Sacrifice was duly offered, *tis 
Ler29bh ſaid to be of 2 ſweet ſavour unto the Lord, and to a- 
23J* 


tone 
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tone him, Lev. 1. 17. and the Remiſſion of Sins, 
with the Releaſe of the Sinner followed ; Th2 Prieft 
ſhall expiate it, that is declaratively, azd it ſhall be 
forgiven him, Now there was a donble Guilt con- 
tracted by thoſe that were under the Moſazcal Diſ- 
penſation, 

1. Typical,From the breach of a Ceremonial Con- 
ſtitution, which had no relation to Morality. Such 
* were natural Pollutions, accidental Diſeaſes, the 
touching of a dead Body, &c. which were eſteemed 
vicious according to the Law, and the Defiled were 
excluded from Biered and CGzvil Society, Now 
theſe Impurities, conſidered in themſelves, deſerved 
no puniſhment. For involuntary and inevitable 
Infirmities ,- and corporeal things, which do not in- 
fe& the inward man, are the marks of our abje&t 
and weak ſtate, but are not in themſelves ſinfull, 
Therefore Ceremonial Guilt was expiated by a 
Ceremonial Offering. For *tis according to the 
| nature of things, that Obligations ſhould be di(- 
ſolved by the ſame means, by which they are con- 
tracted. As therefore thoſe Pollutions were penal 
merely by the poſitive Will of God So, (the exer- 
ciſe of his Supreme Right being tempered with Wiſ- 
dome and Equity,) he ordained that the guilt ſhould 
be aboliſht by a Sacrifice, and that they ſhould be 
fully reſtored to their former Priviledges. Thus the 

/te tells us, that the Blood of thoſe Sacrifices 


Sandifies to the purifying of the fleſh, that is, commu- Heb.g. 13. 


' Nicated a /egal Purity to the Offerers, and conſe- 
quently a right to approach the holy Place, Now 
the reaſon of theſe Inſtitutions was, - that the /ega/ 
Impurity might repreſent the true defilements of 
Sin, and the Expiatory Sacrificez prefigure that 
oreat 
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great and admirable Oblation, which ſhould purge 
away all Sin. 

2. A real Guilt which reſpe&s the Conſcience, 
and was contracted from the breachi'of the Moral 
Law, and ſubjected the Offender to Death temporal 
and eternal, This could not be purged away b 


thoſe Sacrifices. For how is it poſſible the Blood of 


2a Beaſt ſhould cleanſe the Soul of a Man, or con- 
tent the Juſtice of an offended God ? Nay on the 
contrary they reviv'd the guilt of Sin, and reinfor- 


ced the rigour of the Law, and were a publick pro- 


Levit 9 
Vid. Voiſ1zem 
contra Raven- 


(perg. C- 24- 


Rev.13.5. 
Lev. 5.6+ 
GC 14-120 

1 Cor. 547: 
Exo. 12.13. 


feſſion of the Miſery of Men : For this reaſon the 
Law is called the Miniſtry of Death, As the Mv- 
ral contained a declaration of our -guilt, and Gods 
right to puniſh, ſo all the parts -of the Ceremonial 
were either arguments and convictions of Sin, or 
images of the puniſhment due for them. But as 
they had a relation to Chriſt who was their Comple- 
ment, ſo they ſignified the expiation of moral guilt 
by his Sacrifice, and freed the Sinner from that tem- 
poral Death to which he was liable, as a Repreſen- 
tative of our freedom from Eternal Death by the 
Blood of the Croſs. This will appear more clearly by 
conſidering, 1. That all kinds of placatory Sacrifices 
are referred to Chriſt in the New Teſtament, 2, That 
all their Effects are attributed to him in a ſublimer 
and moſt perte&t manner. He is called a Lamb in 
the notion of a Sacrifice, The Lamb ſlain from the 


foundation of the world, A Lamb was uſed in the 


Expiation of oral and /egal Impurities. He is 
called our Paſſover that was ſacrificed for us, The 
Paſchal Lamb in its firſt Inſtitution had an expiatory 
efficacy, for God by looking on that Blood, averted 
the deſtruction from the Iſrach;. es, which ſeized on 


the 
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the Egyptians, This was the reaſon of the Prohi- 
bicion, that none ſhould go out of the houſe till the 
Morning, leſt they ſhould be ſtruck by the deſtroying 
Angel : Not but that the Angel could diſtinguiſh 
the Iſraelites. from the Egyptians abroad, but *twas 
typical, to ſhew their ſecurity was in being under the 
guard of the Lambs Blood, which was ſhed to ſpare 
theirs. Thus the Apoſtle Peter tells us, We 
are redeemed by the Blood of the pure and perfect * Pct 1.18. 
Lamb, And he was repreſented by the red Heifer, 
whoſe aſhes were the chief ingredient in the water of 
Purification, For if the Blood of Bulls and Goats, and Heb.g.13, 
th? aſhzs of an Heifer ſprinkling the unclean, ſanctifieth 14- 
to the purifying of the Fleſh, How: much more ſhall the 
Blood of Chriſt purge the Conſcience? Eſpecially the 
Azniverſary Sacrifice, which was the Abridgment 
and Recapitulation of all the reſt, had an eminent 
reſpz& to Chriſt : The whole Epile to the Hebrews 
is tintured with this divine Dodrine.. 

Secondly, The Effe&s of Chriſts Death are if. 
zitely more excellent than thoſe that proceeded from 
Levitical Sacrifices. The Law had a ſhadow of good Hcb.10.1- 
things to come ;. But the real Virtue and Efficacy is 
only toundin Chriſt, 

I.. The Averſfion of Gods Wrath is aſcribed to his 
Death ; according to the Words of the Apoſtle : 
Whom God hath ſet forth to be a. Propitiation. through a 
Faith in his Blood, to declare his Righteouſneſs for the S. 19907; 
Rem/ſion of Sins that are paſt, through the forbearance 
of God, to declare, 1 ſay,at this tim? his Righteouſn2{s, 
that he might be Fuſt, and th? juſtifier of him that be- 
lieved in Feſus, A Propitiation i\eg2 wv, The Title of 
the Mercy-Seat, partly inregard it coverd the Tables Hed.5.5-- | 
of the Law which were broke by us, to {ignitie that by 
Him. 
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Him Pardon is procur'd for us, and principally 

becauſe God was rendred Propitious by the ſprink. 

ling the Blood of the Sacrifice on it, and exhi- 

bited himſelfthere., ason a Throne of Grace, fa- 

vourable to his people. For this Reaſon he gives 

the name of the Figure to Chriſt, tor he alone 

anſwers the Charge of the Law, and interpoſes be- 

tween Juſtice and our Guilt, and by his own Blood 

hath reconciled Ged to us. Now the deſign of God 

in this appointment was to declare his Righteouſneſs, 

that is, that Glorious Attribute that inclines him to 

puniſh Sinners : For in the Legal Propitiations, al- 

though the guilt of Men was publickly declared in 

the Death of the Sacrifices, yet the Juſtice of God 

did not fully appear, fince he accepted the Life of a 

Beaſt in Compenſation for the Lite of a Man: but 

in the Death of Chriſt he hath given the moſt clear 
Demonſtration of his Juſtice, a ſufficient Example 

of his Hatred to Sin, Condemning it, and Reveng- 

ing himſelf upon it, in the Perſon of his beloved 

| Son; that the whole World may acknowledge 

"twas not from any Inadvertency, but meerly by the 
Diſpenſation of his Wiſdom and Gocdneſs that he 

forbore ſo long. And by the Death of Chriſt he hath 

declared that Glorious Myſtery which no created 
*Nogrprgyteeis Underſtanding could ever have conceived, that he is 
an alluſion to jnflexibly juſt, and will not ſuffer fin to paſs unpu- 
kd peut niſh'd, and that he juſtifies thoſe who are guilty in 
efferivgzfor the themſelves, it by a purifying Faith they receive 
vu ofvon® Chriſt for Pardon. The ſame Apoſtle tells us, that 
Chrilt, which Chriſt hath givez himſelf for us, * an Offering and 4 
appeates. Gon Sacrifice to God for a ſweet ſmellins ſavour, Eph. 
Bleſſings that 5,2, He is qualified as a Prieſt, whoſe Office it 


depend on his 


Eour. was to preſent to God an offering for Appeaſing 


his 
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his ART He gave himſelf , the Oblation 
that is added to his Death, gives the compleat For- 
mality of a Sacrifice to it , for 'tis the Prieſt gives 
being to the Sacrifice : and the effe&t of it is, to be 
a ſweet-ſmelling ſavour to God, that is,to conciliate 
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his Fayourto us. The ſame phraſe is applyed to g, @ 
the Sin-Offering under the Law. We may obſerve x04, 29. 
that upon this account our Reconciliation to God is Levy, 1.10. 


attributed to the Death of Chriſt, in diſtin&tion 


from his Glorified Life : For if when we were ene- Rom.5-10. 


mies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 
much more being reconciled, we ſhall be ſaved by his Life, 
And the ſame Apoſtle tells us, that God was in 


Chriſt reconciling the World to himſelf, not imputing 2 Cor. 5.19. 


their treſpaſſes unto them ; we pray you therefore in 
Chriſts ſtead, be reconciled to God, A double Reconci- 
liation is mentioned, that of God to Men, and of 
Men to God: the firſt is the ground of the Apoſtle's 
_ exhortation, the latter the effe&t of it, The firſt 
was obtained by the Death of Chriſt, who by impu- 
tation had our guilt transferred upon Him, and con- 
ſequently our puniſhment, and in conſideration of it, 


God who ti Juſt and Holy is willing to pardon pe- 


nitent Believers, The latter is by the powerful 
working of the Spirit, who aſſures Men that are guil- 
ty, 5 therefore ſuſpicious and fearful of God's 
anger, that he is moſt willing to pardon them upon 
their repentance, ſince he hath in ſuch an admirable 
manner found out the means to fatisfe his Juſtice, 
2. The true expiation of (inis the effec of Chriſts 
Death. He is called the Lamb of God, that takes 
away the fins of th: World, Now fin may be taken 

away in two manners. 
Firft, by removing its guilt, and exempting the 
LL Perſon 


1 John 29. 
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Perſon that committed it from Death ; and when this 
is effected by enduring the puniſhment that was due 
to ſin,” 'tis properly expiation. 

Secendly,By healing the corrupt inclinations of the 
Heart, from whence actual ſins proceed. 'Tis true, 
our Redecmer takes away ſin in both theſe reſpects : 
he delivers from the Damnation and Dominion of 
it : for he is made of God our Righteouſn:ff and San- 
fication. But the firſt ſenſe is only convenient here : 
for 'tis evident that the Lamb took away ſin, that 
is, the guilt of ir, by dying inſtead of the ſinner, 
and had no effect for the deſtroying the malignant 
habits of ſin in thoſe who offered them, Tt appears 
further that this Divine Lamb hath taken away the 
ouilt ofour fins, in that He bore them in his own Bod 
on the Tree,For the native force of the word ſignifies, 
not only to take away, but to carry and bear,which 
applyed to fin is nothing elſe but to ſuffer the penal- 
ty of it. And *tis to be obſerved, when Cleanſing, 
Purifying, and Waſhing are attributed to the Blood 
of Chriſt, they have an immediat reſpect to the guilt 
of ſin, anddeclare its efficacy to take off the obli- 
oation to puniſhment, Thus'tis ſaid that His Blood 
cleanſeth from all ſin: and that it purgeth the Conſe 
cience foom dead Works ; and that we are waſht from our 
fins in His Blood, The frequent Sprinklings and 
Purifications with Water under the Law, pretigur- 
ed our cieanſing from the defilements of ſin by the 
Grace of the Spirit ; but the ſhedding of the Blood 
of Sacrifices was to purge away fins ſo far as they 
made liable toa Curſe, 

Thirdly, Our exemption from puniſhment, and our 
reſtoration to Communion with God in Grace and 
Glory: 1s the fruit of his expiating fin, For this 

reaſon 
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reaſon the Blood of the Mediator peaks better things, ,, 
then that of Abel : For that cryed tor revenge againit Seats 
the Murderer, but his procures remiflion to Belic- 
vers. Andas the juſt deſert of fin is ſeparation from 
the preſence of God, who is the fountain of telicity; 
ſo when the guilt is taken away, the perſon is recciy- 
ed into God's favour, and fel lowſhip. A repreſenta- .. 
tion of this is ſet down in the 24 of Exed, where Ex0d. 24-6, 
we have deſcribed the manner of dedicating the Co- * 
venant between God and Iſrael by bloody Sacrifices : 
after Moſes had finitht the Offering, and ſprinkled 
the Blood on the Altar and the People, the Elders 
of Iſrael who were forbid before to approach neer to 
the Lord, were then invited to come into his pre- 
ſence, and in token of reconciliation feaſted before Ex9d: 24-9, 
him. Thus the Eternal Covenant is eſtabliſht by HI, oY 
the Blood of the Mediator, and all the benefits it RAR 
contains, as remiſſion of ſins, freedom to draw near TT 
to the Throne of Grace, and the enjoyment of God 
in Glory, are the fruits of his reconciling Sacrifice- 

The ſum of all is this, That as under the Law 
God was not appeaſed without ſhedding of Blood, 
nor fin expiated without ſuffering the puniſhment, 
nor the ſinner pardoned without the ſubſtitution of 
4 ſacrifice, ſo all: theſe are eminently accompliſht 
in the Death of Chriſt, He reconciled God to us 
by his moſt precious Blood, and expiared fin by en- 
during the Curſe, and hath procured our pardon by 
being made fin for us. So that *tis moſt evident, that 
the proper and direc end of the Death of Chriſt was, 
that God might exerciſe his Mercy to the guilty 
ſinner in a way that is honourable to his Juſtice, 

'Tis objected, that if God from infinite Mercy 
gave his Son to us, then iy I 29 to the Fnung 

| 24-4 © 
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of Chriſt he had the higheſt love for mankind , and 
conſequently there was no need that Chriſt by his 
Death ſhould ſatisfie Juſtice , to reconcile him to 
us. But a clear anſwer may be given to this by con- 
ſidering, 

x1, That Anger and Love are confiſtent at the 
ſame time, and may in ſeveral reſpects be terminated 
on the ſame ſubject, A Father reſents a double 
affection towards a rebellious Son ; he loves him as 
his Son, is angry with with him as diſobedient, 
Thus in our laps'd ſtate Gcd had compaſſiun on us 
as his creatures, and was angry with us as ſinners, 
As the injured party he laid aſide his anger, but as 
the preſerver of Juſtice he required ſatisfaction, 

2. We muſt dinſtinguiſh betyeen a love of good- 
will and compaſſion, and a love of complacency, 
The firſt is that which moved God to ordain the 
means,that without prejudice to his other perfeRi- 
ons he might confer pardon and all ſpiritual benefits 
upon us : the other is that whereby he delights in 
us being reconciled to hith, and renewed according 
to his Image, The firſt ſuppoſes him placable, the 
latter that he is appeaſed, There is a viſible-inſtance 
of this in the caſe of Fob's Friends, The Lord ſaid 

Job.42- 7,8: to Eliphaz the Temanite, My anger is kindled againſt 
thee, and thy two Friends , becauſe ye have not ſpoken 
of me the things that are right, as my Servant Job. 
Here,is a declaration of God's anger, yet with the 
mixture of Love: {or it follows, therefore take unto 
you now ſeven Bullocks, and ſeven Rams, and go to my . 
S ervant Job, and offer up for your ſelves a burnt- offer- 
7ng, and my Servant Job ſhall pray for you, for him 
will I accept, He loved them when he directed the 
way that they might be reſtored to his Favour; yet 


he 
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he was not reconciled, for then there had been no 
need of Sacrifices to atone his anger, 

2. Tis further objeQed, that ſuppoſing the Satis- 
fation of Chriſt to Juſtice, both the freeneſs and 
greatneſs of God's Love in pardoning ſinners, will be 
much leflen'd, But it will appear that the Divine 
Mercy is not prejudiced in either of thoſe reſpects. 
Firſt, The ireenſs of Gods Love is not diminiſhed, 
for that is the original mover in our Salvation, and 
hath no cauſe above it, ro excite or draw it forth. but 
meerly arifes from his own will. This Love is ſo ab- 
ſolute that it hath no reſpe& to the ſufferings of 
Chriſt as Mediator : for God ſo loved the World, that 
he gave his Son to die for us , and that which is the 
effec and teſtimony of his Love, cannot be the im- 
pulſive cauſe of it. This firſt Love of God to Man is 
commended to us in Chriſt, who is the medium to 
bring it honorably about. 

Secondly, Grace in Scripture is never oppoſed to 
Chriſts Merits, but to ours. If we had made Sa- 
tisfaction, Juſtice it ſelf had abſolved us. For the 
Law having two parts, the command of our Duty 
which conſiſts in a moral good, and the ſan&ion of 
the puniſhment that is a phyfical evil; to-do or to 
ſuffer is neceſſary, not both: or, if we had provided 
a Surety, ſuch as the Judge could not reje&t, we had 
been infinitely obliged to him, but not to the favour 
of the Judg. But tis otherwiſe here. God ſent the 
Reconciler when we were enemies, and the Pardon 
that is diſpenc'd to us upon the account of his Suffer- 
ings. 1s the effe&t of meer Mercy, We are juſtified 
freely by his Grace, through the Redemption that i in 
Feſus Chriſt, *Tis pure Love that appointed and ac- 
cepted, that imputes and applies his Rightcouſneſs 
Os ; ri And 
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And as the Freeneſs, fo the Riches of his Mer- 
cy is not leſſened by the Satisfaction Chriſt made 
for us. *Tis true we have a pattern of God's Juſtice, 
never to be parallel'd.in the Death of Chriſt : but to 


the ſeverity of Juſtice towards his only beloved Sor, 


his clemency towards us guilty Rebels iszfully com- 
enſurate. For He pardons us without the expence 
of one drop of our Blood, though the Soul of Chriſt 
was poured forth as an Offering for Sin, Thus in an 
admirable manner He ſatisfies Juſtice, and glorifies 
Mercy : and this could have been no other way et- 
tected: for if He had given His Spirit alone to re- 
ſtoreus to His Image, His Love had eminently ap- 
peared, but the honour of his Juſtice had nor been 
ſecured, Butin our Redemption they are infinitely 
magnified ; His Love could give no more than the 
Life of His Son, and Juſtice required no lefs: for 
Death being the Wages of Sin, there could be 
no ſatisfa&ion without the Death of our Redeemer; 
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The Compleatneſs of Chriſt's Satufaition proved 
from the Cauſes and Effects of ir, The Cauſes 
are the Duality of his Perſon, and Degrees of his 
Sufferings, The Effects are Hwu Reſurreition, 
Aſcenſion, Interceſſion at Gods right hand, and his 

exerciſing the Supreme Power in Heaven and Earth. 
The excell-nt Benefits which God reconciled beſtorys 
ou Men, are the Effects and Evidences of' his com- 
pleat Satisfaftion. They are Pardon of Sin,Grace, 
and Glory, That Repentance and Faith are re- 
quired, in order to the partaking of the Benefits pur- 
chaſ:d4 by Chriſt's Death, doth not leſſen the Merit 
of his Sufferings, That Afiictions and Death are 
inflicted on Believers, doth not derogate from their 
All-ſuſjiciency, 


He Third thing to be conſidered 1s the Com- 
pleatneſs of the Satisfaction: that Chriſt hath 
made, by which it will appear that Gods Juſtice as 
well as Mercy is fully glorified in his Sufferings.. 
For the proof of this I will ft con(ider the Cauſes 
from whence the compleatneſs of his SatisfaRtion 
ariſes, 

Secondly, The Effects that proceed from it, which 
are convincing Evidences that God is fully appeas'd. 
The Cauſes of his compleat Satisfaction are #wo. 

1. The Quality of his Perſon derives an infinite 
value to his obedient Sufferings. Our Surety was 
equally God, and as truely Infinite in His Per- 

| ietions 
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| fections as the Father, who was provoked by our 
Sins, therefore he was able to make SatisfaRion for 

them. He is the Son of God not meerly in reſpe& 

of the honour of his Office, or the ſpecial Favour of 

God, for on: theſe accounts that Tzzle is communi- 

cated to others : but his only Son by Nature, The 
Plal- 32-6 (Ole preheminence in Gifts and Dignity would pive 

ſuhn:3.16. IE PEE hog? » 

John 8.36. Him the title of the fr{f-borz, but not deprive them 
Hcb. 1.5- of the quality of Brethren, Now the wiſdom and 
juſtice of all Nations agree, that Puniſhments re- 

ceive their eſtimate from the quality of the Perſons 

that ſuffer. The Poet obſerves that the Death of a 

vertuous Perſon is more precious than of Legions, 

| Of what ineſtimable. value then is the death of 

Pluris enim Chriſt, and how worthy a Ranſom for loſt mar- 
gui ſervanur Kind £ For although the Deity is impaſſible, yet 
ab illis, Zver. he that was a Divine Perſon he ſuffered, A 
King ſuffers more than a private perſon, although 

the ſtrokes he endures in his body, cannot im- 

mediatly reach his honour. And 'tis ſpecially 

to be. obſerved , that the Efficacy ot Chriſts 

Blood is aſcribed to his Divine Nature : This the 

Col.1.144 Apoſtle declares, In whom we have Redemption 
: through his Blood, even the forgiveneſs of Sins, who is 
the image of the inviſible God: Not an artificial 

Image which impertectly repreſents the Original ; 

As a Picture that ſets forth the Colour and Figure 

of a Man, but not his Litc and Nature : But the 

ellential and exa&t lmage of his Father, that ex- 

prefles all his glorious PerfeQions in their immen- 

ſity and eternity. This is teſtified expreſly in 

Hebr, 1.3. The Son of God, the brightneſs of his Glory, 

and th: expreſs Image of his Perſon, having purged by 
h1mſelf our fins, is ſet down onthe right hand of Ma- 
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jeſty mn High, From hence ariſes the infinite diffe- 
rence berween the Sacrifices of the Law,and Chriſts, 
in their value and vertue, This with admirable 
Emphaſis is ſet down in Hebr. 9.13,14. For if the 
blood of' Bulls and of Goats, and the aſhes of an Heifer 
ſprinkling the uncleanſanitifieth to the purification of the 
fleſh » How much more ſball the Blood of —_ who 
through the Eternal Spirit offer'd himſelf without [pot 
. to God, purge your Gonſciences from dead works to ſerve 
the living God 2 Wherein the Apoſtle makes a double 
Hypotheſis, 1. That the Legal Sacrifices were 
ineffectual to purifie from real guilt, 2, That by 
their Typical Cleanſing, they ſignified the waſhing 
away of moral guilt by the Blood of Chriſt, 

1, Their inſufficiency to expiate Sin appears, if 
we confider the ſubje&t z Sin is to be expiated in the 
ſame nature wherein *twas committed ; now the 
Beaſts are of an inferiour rank, and have no com- 
munion with Man in his nature : Or, if we conſider 
the object, God was provoked by Sin, and Heis a 
Spirit, and not to be appeaſed by groſs material Phal. 50. 13: 
things : His Wiſdom requires that a rational Sacri- 
fice ſhould expiatethe guilt of a rational Creature: 
And Juſtice is not ſatisfied without a proportion 
between the Guilt and the Puniſhment. This 
weakneſs and inſufficiency of the Legal Sacrifices to 
expiate Sin, is evident from their variety and repe- 
tition : For if full Remiſfion had - been obtained, 
The worſhippers once purged ſhould have had no more con- ch, 10.2. 
ſcience of ſin, *Tis the ſenſe of Guilt, 'and the fear 
of Condemnation that required the renewing of the. 
Sacrifice. Now under the Law, the Miniſtry of th 
Prieſts never came to a period or perte&tion. The 
Millions of Sacrifices in all Ages, trom the erecting 
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the Tabernacle to the coming of Chriſt, had not. 
' vertue to expiate'one Sin. They were only ſhadows 
which could give no retreſhment to the inflamed 
Conſcience, but as they depended on Chriſt, the 
body and ſubſtance of them. But the Son of God, 
who offered himſelf” up by the Eternal Spirit to the 
Father, is a Sacrifice not only. Intelligent and Rea- 
ſonable, but incomparably more precious than the 
moſt noble Creatures in Earth or in Heaven it ſelf. 
He was Prieſt and Sacrifice in reſpect of both His 
Natures, His entire Perſon was the Offerer and 
Offering: Therefore the Apo#/e from the excel- 
lency of his Sacrifice, infers the unity of its Obla- 
tion, and from thence concludes its Efficacy.- Chriſt 
did not by the Blood of Bulls and Goats, but by his own 
Hch- 10. 14. Blood He entred in once to the Holy Place, having obs 
tained eternal Redemption for us : and by one Offering 
He hath for ever perfected them who are ſanitified, 

Upon this aceount God promiſed in the New-Cove- 
rant, That their Sins and Iniquities He would re- 
member no more, having received compleat ſatisfacti- 
on by the Sufferings of his Son, . *'Tis now ſaid that 
Heb 9. 265: 0xce i12 the end of the world hath he appeared, to put 
:7, 28 away Sin by the Sacrifice of. himſelf. © And as it is 
appointed. for all men once to die, and after Death comes 
Fudement : So Chriit was once offered to bear the Sins 
of many, and unto then that look for him ſhall he appear 
the ſecond time. without fin, As there is no other 
natural death to ſuffer between Death and Judg- 
ment, ſo there is no.other propitiatory Sacrifice be- 
tween his all-ſyfficient Death on the Croſs, and the 
Raſt coming of our Redeemer. There is one Con- 
fideration I ſhall adde, to ſhew the grear difference 
between. Legal Sacrifices and the Death of Chriſt as 
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to its ſaving vertue, The Law abſolutely forbids 
the eating of Blood, and the peoples taſting of the 
Sin-offerings ; to ſignifie the imperfe&ion of thoſe 
Sacrifices. For ſince they were conſumed in their 
Conſecration to Gods Juſtice, and nothing was 
left for the nouriſhment of the Offerers, *twas a ſign 
they could not appeaſe God. The Offerers had 
communion with ther when they brought them to 
the Altar, and in a manner derived their guilt to 
them, but they had no vertue by them in coming 
fromit, The Sinner conveyed death to the Sacri- 
fice, but did not receive life from it. But Chriſt . 
the Lamb of God was not ſwallowed up in his Offer- 
ing to Divine Juſtice : *Tis his peculiar Glory that 
He hath compleatly made Satisfation, We may 
feed upon the fleſh of this precious Vidtim, and drink 
his Blood. As He enterd into communion of 
Death with us, ſo we are partakers of Life by 
Him. 

2. The Compleatneſs of his Satisfaction is 
grounded on the degrees of his Sufferings. There 
was no defe@ in the payment He made, We owed 
2debt of Blood to the Law, and his Life was offer'd 
up as a Sacrifice : otherwiſe the Law had remained 
in its full vigour, and Juſtice had been unſatisfied, 
That a Divine Perſon hath ſuffered our Puniſhment, 
is properly the reaſon of our Redemption. As *tis 
not the quality of the Surety that releaſes the Deb- 
tor from Priſon, but rhe payment which he makes 
in his name, The Blood of Chriſt ſhed, poured forth Mat. 26: 22. 
from his Veins, and offered-up to God, in that pre- *1*71424+ 
ciſe conſideration ratifies the New Teftament. The 
ſum is, Our Saviour by his Death ſuffer'd the a/e- 
' diction of the Law, and his Divine Nature gave a 

M m 2 full. 
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fall value to his Sufferings, ſo that the fatisfaQion 
proceeding from them, was not meerly ex paiZo, as 
Braſs Money is currant by compoſition ; but ex me- 
rito, as pure Gold hath an z2ztrizſick worth, and 
God who was infinitly provokt, 1s infinitely plea- 
ſed. bee 

2. The effes and evidences of his compleat Sa- 
tisfaion are, 

Firft, His ReſurreQion from the Grave, For if 
we conſider the Lord Chriſt in the quality of- our 
Surety, He ſatisfied the Law in his Death : and having 
made compleat payment of our debt, He received 
the acquittance in his Reſurretion. His Death ap- 
peaſed God, His Reſurrection affures Men. As he 
roſe himſelf, ſo in one concurrent action God #- ſaid 

Rom 6.4+ to raiſe him, He was releaſt from the Grave, as from: 
Ia-53-13- Priſon, by publick ſentence; which is an indubita- 
ble argument of the validity and acceptance of the 
payment made by him in our name. For being un- 
der ſuch bonds as the Juſtice and Power of God, he 
could never have oofed the pains of Death, if his 
Sufferings had not fully been fully SatisfaQory and 
received by him for our diſcharge. And tis obſerva- 
ble chat the raifing of Chiiſt is aſcribed'to God as 
Hcb.13420. reconciled. . Now the God of peace who brought again 
fromthe dead thegreat Shepherd of the $ heep, through 

the Blood of the everlaſtingCovenant. The Divine Po- 

wer was not put forth till God was pacified.. Juſtice 
mcenſedexpoſed him to Death,and Juſtice appeaſed 

freed Him from the dead. And his Reſurre@tion is at- 
rributed*to his Blood, that being the full price of. 

his and our liberty. . In ſhort,when inflexible Fuſtice 


a to puniſh, there is the ſtrongeſt proof *tis ſatis- 
Ons 
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Secondly, His Aſcent into Heaven, and Interceſſi- 
on for us prove the compleatneſs and alſufficien- 
cy of his Sacrifice, 1f He had been excluded from 
the Divine Preſence, there had beer: juſt cauſe to 
fuſpe& that anger had been ſtill remaining in God's 
Breaſt ; but His admiſſton into Heaven is an infal- 
lible teſtimony that God 1s reconciled. This our 
Saviour produces as the Argument by which the 
Holy Ghoſt will overcome the guilty fears of Men. 
He ſhall convince the World of R 
go tomy Father, Chriſt in his Sufferings was num- 
| bred among tranſgreſſors. He dyedas a guilty per- 
ſon, not only in reſpect of the calumnies of Men, 
but the curſe of the Law, and the Wrath of God 
which ther appeared inexorable againſt fin, But 
having overcome Death, and broke through the 
weight of the Law, and retired to his Father, he 
made apparent the innocency of his righteous Per- 
ſon, and that a compleat Righteouſneſs is acquired 
by his Sufferings, ſufficient. to- juſtifte all that ſhall 
truly accept of it. . | 

This will be more evident, by conſidering hisen- 
try into Heaven as the true High Prieſt, who carried 
the Blood of the New-Covenant. into the: Celeſtial 
Sanctuary. For the opening this, we are to conſider 
there are two parts of the Prieſtly Office. - 

I. To offer Sacrifice. . | 

2. To make interceſſion for: the People by: vertue 


of the Sacrifice. . This was-performed by:the High- _ 


Prieſt irr the Feaſt of Atonement-which was celebrat- 
ed in the month Tzſ#:. The oblation of the Sacrifices 


was without. at the Altar : the Intercefſion was made 


inthe Holy. of. Holies; mto which-none-might enter 
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expiate his own fins, and the fins of the people by 
Sacrifices, before he could remove the Vail,and enter 
into that ſacred and venerable place, where no ſin- 
ner had right to appear. Then he was to preſent the 
precious Incenſe, andzthe Blood of the Sacrifices,to 
render God favourable to them. Now theſe were 
ſhadows of what Chriſt was to perform. The Holy 
of Holies was the type of the third Heaven, in its 
Situacion, Quality and Furniture. For it was the 
moſt ſecret part of the Tabernacle, ſeparated by a 
double Vail, by that which was between it and the 
firſt Sanctuary, and by another that diſtinguiſht the 
firſt from the outward Court, Thus the Heaven 
of Heavens is the moſt diſtant part of the Univerſe, 
and ſeparated from the lower World, by the Starry 


Heaven, and by the Airy Region, which reaches 


down to the Earth. Beſides, the moſt Holy part of 
the:Tabernacle was inacceſlible to ſinners: as Hea- 
ven is ſtiled by the Apoſtle the place of inacceſſible 
licht. And it was the Throze of God, where he 
reigned : according to the Language of the Pſalmiſt, 
He dwelt between the Cherubims. The figures ofthe 
Cherubims repreſented the Myriads of holy Angels, 
that adore the incomprehenſible Deity , and are al- 
ways ready to execute his commands. The Tables 
of the Law were a Symbol of that infinite Wiſdom 
and Holineſs which ordained them: and the High- 
Prieſts entering with the Blood of the Sacrifice, and 
carrying with him all the T7:bes of I/7ae/ upon his 


Breaſt, ſignified that Jeſus Chriſt the true High- 


Prieſt after he had really expiated fin by his Divine 
Sacrifice in the lower World, ſhould enter into the 
Eternal! Sanctuary with his own Blood, and intro- 
duce with him all his People, OF this there was a 


maryellous 
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marvellous gn given, for in the ſame moment that 
, the Vail of the Temple that ſepa- 
rated the Oracle from the firſt part, was rent from 


Chriſt expire 


the top to the bottom; to ſignifie that the true High- 
Prieſt had Authority and Right to enter into Heaven 
itſelf. And the ſpecial end. of his aſcending is ex- 


preſt by the Apoſtle : For Ghrift is ot entered Heb 9.24. 


into the Holy places made with hands, which are the 
Figures of the true, but into Heaven its ſelf, now to 
appear in the preſence of God for ws, Asthe High- 
Prieſt might not enter into that ſacred and terrible 
place, neither could he propiziate God without 


fprinkling the.Blood of the ſlain Sacrifice ; So our _ . 


Redeemer firſt performed. what was neceſſary for the 
Expiation of Sin, and then He paſt through the 


vitible Heavens, and aſcended before the Throne of 


God to appear as'our Advocate, He made an ob1a- 
tion of Himſelt on the Earth, before He could make 
interceſſion For us in-Heaven, ' which: is the conſum- 


mation of-his' Pricſtly Ofhce. The ff was a proper | 


Sacrifice, the ſecond is a commemoration of it: There- 
 fore-He is ſaid To appear before his Father by $ acrifice, 
' _ Beſides. what, hath: been diſcours'd of the order 
anddependance of theſe parts of his Prieſtly Office, 
which proves that He had accompliſht the exparioz 
of Sin, before He was admitted into Heaven to inter- 
cede for us: There. are two other Conſiderations 


which manifeſt the compleatneſs of his Satisfaction. 


1. The manner of his Interceſſion. - 2. Its 09237- 
potent Efficacy s I 

I,- The manner of it, . He doth not appear in the 
form of a Suppliant upon his Knees betore the 
Throne, offering up tears and ſtrong cries as in the 


day. of -his fleſh, but He ſits at Gods right hand mak- 
F ; 


#4440 > 
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ing interceſſion for mw. He {ollicits our Salvation; 
not as a favour tohim, but as the price of his Suk 
ferings, and as due to his z»fiite Merit, His Blood 
in the ſame manner pleads for our Pardon, as the 

1#eþ.12+24- blood of righteous 4be/ call'd tor vengeance againſt 
| the Murderer : Not by an articalate voice, but by 
ſuing to Juſtice tor a full recompence of it, In 
ſhort, His Interceſhon is the continual repreſenta- 
tion of his moſt worthy Paſſion. 

2+ The omnipotent Efficacy of his Interceſſion 
proves that God 1s fully ſatisfied, Hefrees us from 
the greateſt Evils, and obtains for us the gteateſt 
1}on 2-2+ Good in the quality of Mediator. If any man ſin, 
we have an Advocate with the Father Feſwus Chriſt the 
Righteous; and he ts the a7 a for our Sins, and 
zot for ours only, but for the Sins of the whole world, He 
diſarms the Anger of God, and hinders the effecs 
of his Indignation againſt repenting Sinners, Now 
the prevalency of his'Mediation is-grounded on the 
pertection of his Sacrifice. The blelledneſs of Hea- 
ven is confer'd on Believers according to his Will, 
Joh.17.24+ Father, I will that thoſe whom thou hatt given me, be 
with me where I am to ſee my glory. "His requeſt is 
efteual,not only becauſe He is Gods Son, andin 
higheſt favour with Him, but for his meritorious 

Sufferings. x 
'Tis for this reaſon that the Office of Mediator is 
incommunicableto any Creature. There is 0ne God, 

a and one Mediator between God and Map, the Man 

4210+ 22 3 Chrith Feſus, who gave himſelf a ranſom for all. The 
ApoFtle makes a Parallel between the wxity of the 
Mediator, and of the Deity, which is moſt Sacred 

and inviolable. For the right of Interceflion, as 

tis an authoritative at, is foundedin Redemption, 

they 


s $4 OY we pt 
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_ they cannot be divided. And we may obſerve by 


the way, How the Popiſh DoGtrine that eres as 


many Advocates as Angels, or Saints, or who- 


ever are Canoniſed, is guilty of Impiety and Folly : 
Of Impiety, In taking the Sovereign Crown from 
| the Head of Chriſt to adorn others with it, as if they 
had more credit with God, or compaſſion for Men : 


And of Folly, In expecting benefits by their Inter. 


ceſſion, who have no ſatisfactory Merit to purchaſe 


them. The numerous Advocates that are con- 


ceived by ſuperſtitious Perſons in their Fancies, are 
like the counterfeit Sus, that are drawn in the 
Clouds by Reflexion , as in. a Glaſs : which al- 


Nor totium 
emitanturs ſed 
8mMaginemeſw, 


though they ſhine with a conſiderable brightneſs, yet fguramque, 


they are only S#zs in appearance, and derive no 
quickening Influences to the Earth, The bleſſed 
Spirits above, who enjoy a dependant Light from 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs, yet convey no Benefits to 
Men by Meritorious interceding for them. We obtain 
Grace & Glory only upon the requeſts of our Redce- 
mer. Briefly, The acts of his Prieſt-hood reſpe& the 
Attributes, which in a ſpecial manner are to be glo- 


rified in our Salvation, By his Death He made Sa- 


tisfaction to Juſtice, by his Interceſhon he ſollicites 
Mercy : And they both join together with the ſame 
readineſs and warmth to diſpenſe the Benefits which 
He purchaſed for his People. by 
Thirdly, The Compleatneſs of his Satisfaction is 
fully proved by the glorious iſſue of his Sufferings, 
This will be moſt evident þy conſidering the con- 
nexion and dependance which his Glory hath upon 
his Humiliation : And that is zwofo/d: 
1. Adependance of Order. His Abaſement and 
Sufferings were to precede his Majeſty and ey : 
Nn $ 


Ceterum mnihil 
habent ardo- 

rw, hebetes 5 
angutdi, Sen. 


Nat. Queſt, 
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As in Nature tlyngs paſs from a lower ſtate to Per- 
fe&ion, - . This Order was neceſſary. For being ori- 


Eh ad ginally 22 the form of God, it was impoſſible he {hould 


«ugeadum f:- be advanced, if he did not voluntirily deſcend from 
f1g/um ſuper- his Glory, that ſo he might be capable of exaltation, 
& creſeire pe He was firſt made a /ittle lower than the Angels and 
teſt; Sife uwphe- fn (, 2 : 
ſubmit / it, {i after raiſed above them 


errs magzi- 2. A dependance of efficacy. Glory is the re- 
ding ſue. ward of his Sufferings. This is expreſly declared by 
9 the Apoſtle, Chriſt humbled himſelf, and became obe- 
dient to the D:ath of the Croſs, wherefore God hath 
high:y :xalted him, and given him a Name above ever 
name, that at the Name of Feſus every knee ſhould 
bow ; The mark of that homage that all creatures 
pay to him. This exaltation 1s correſpondent to the 
degrees of his abaſement. His Body was reſtored 
to Life and Immortality, and aſcended on a bright 
Cloud, God's Chariot, being attended with Angels, 
and the everlaiting Gates opened to receive the King © 
Glory : He is ſet down at the right hand of the Throne 
of the Majeſty in Heaven : this ſignifies that Divine 
Dignity to which He is advanced, next to his Fa- 
ther, For God, being an infinite Spirit hath neither 
right nor left hand in ſtrict ſenſe. Our Redecmers 
Honour is the ſame, and His Empire of the ſame 
extent with his Fathers, Thus the Apoſtle in- 
terprets the words of the Pſa/miſt, that the Me/jiah 
Pſal. 110.1. ſpowld fit at the right hand of God, till he made his 
Enemies his Footſtool, by reigning ; for he muſt reign 

x Cor.15. till he hath put all his Enemies under his feet, 
25. And Saint Peter tells us, That the Father 
hath made him Lord and Chriſt: That is, by a 
Soveraign truſt hath committed to him the Govern- 

ment of the Church, and the World : not deveſt- 


ing 


Phil.2.9. 


Heb. 1.3» 
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ing himſelf of his eflential Dominion, but exerciſing 
it by Chriſt. The hetgac of this Dignity is em- 
platically ſet forth by rae Apoſtie : The Fathey hath 
ſeated him at his own right hand inthe Heavenly Pla- 
ces, far above? all Principalities, and Powers, and 
Miz2ht, and Dominion; (which titles ſignify the ſeve- 
ral degrees ot Gl»zy, among the Angels ) and every 
name that is named not only in this World, but that 
which is to come : that is, hath given him a tranſcen- 
dent and incommunicable Glory, the uſe of names 
being to ſignify the quality of Perſons. In ſhort, he 
is made the Head of the Church, and Judge of the 
Woerld : Angels and Men ſhall ſtand before his Tri- 
bunal, and receive their Eternal decifion from him. 
Now in this ceconomy of our Mediator, his Humili- 
ation was the cauſe of his Exaltation upon a double 
account, 

1, As the Death of Chriſt was an expreſſion of 
ſuch humility, ſuch admirable Obedience to God, 
ſuch Divine Love to Men, that it was perfe&ly plea- 
ſing to his Father, and his Power being equal to his 
Love he infinitely rewarded it, 

2, The Death of Chriſt was for SarisfaCtion to 
Tuſtice, and when he had done that Work, he was 
to enter into reſt, .It behoved Chriſt to Suffer and en- 
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ter into Glory. Tis true, Divine Honour was due to Luk-24- 


him -upon another title, as the Son of God : but 
the recciving of it was deferrd by diſpenſation for a 
time, Firſt, He muſt redeem us, and then Reign, 
The Scripture is yery clear-in referring his aual 
poſſeſſion of Glory, as the juſt conſequent to his com- 


pleat expiation of fin. When by himſelf” He had pur- Heb.1. 3. 
ged our ſins, He ſat down on the right hand of the My. & 10.12, 


Jefty on high. And after he had made one? Sacrifice 
| Nn 2 for 


276 


Rom,S. 341 
39* 


Heb. 7.19» 


Heb+10.14+ 


©ol.2.14. 


for fins, for ever ſate down on the right hand of Gods 
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And not only the Will of the Father, but the 


nature of the thing it ſelf required this way of pro- 
ceeding. For Jeſus Chriſt by voluntary ſuſception 
undertaking to ſatisfie the Law for us, as he was 


obliged to ſuffer what was neceſſary in order to our 
Redemption, ſo 'twas reaſonable after Juſtice was 
ſarisfied, that the humane nature ſhould be freed 
from its infirmities, and -the Glory of his Divine be' 
ſo conſpicuous, that every tongue ſhould confeſs that 
Jeſus who was deſpiſed on Earth is ſupreme Lord: 
The Apoſtle ſums up all together in that triumphant 
challeng, Whoſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
Ele? *Tis God that juſtifies, who is he that condem- 
neth ? *Tis Chriſt that died, yea rather is riſen again, 
who is even at the right hand of God, who alſo maketh 
interceſſion for tt. 

3. The excellent benefits which God reconciled 
beſtows upon us, are the effects aud evidences of the 
compleatneſs of Chriſts Satisfaction, And theſe 
are pardon of Sin, Grace, and Glory, The Apoſtle 
tells us that the Law made nothing perfedt : all its Sa- 
crifices and Ceremonies could not expiate the guilt, 
nor cleanſe the ſtain of ſin, nor open Heayen for 
us : which three are requiſit to our perfe&tion. But 
Chriſt by one Offering hath perfeted for ever them that 
are Sanitified, By him we obtain full Juſtification, 
Renovation and Communion with God : therefore 
his Sacrifice, the Meritorious cauſe of procuring 
them, muſt be perfe. 

1, Our Juſtification is the effe&t of his Death: 
for the obligation of the Law is made void by it. 
God forghues us our Treſpaſſes, blotting out the hand- 
writing of Ordinances that was againſt us, and took 

it 
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it ont f the way, nailing it to his Croſſ, The terir's 
are uſed, that are proper to the cancelling a civil 
Bond. The killing letter of the Law is aboliſht by 
the Blood of the Croſs, the Nails and the Spear 
have rent it in pieces, to ſignifie that its condem- 

ning power is taken away. 
Now the infinite vertue of his Death in taking 

aw ay the guilt of fin will more fully appear, if we 
con(1der. 


I. That it hath procured Pardon for fins com- 


mitted in all ages of the World. Without the in- 
tervention of a Sacrifice God would not Pardon, and 
the moſt coſtly that were offered up by finners, were 
of no value to make compenſation to Juſtice: bur 
the Blood of Chriſt was the only propitiation for 
ſins committed before his comming. The Apoſtle 


tells us, He was not obliged to offer himſelf often, as Heb.9.25, 
the High-Prieſt entered into the Holy place every year, 26 


with the Blood of others, but now once in the endof the 
World hath he appe ared to put away fin, by the Sacri- 
fice of himſelf. The direct ſenſe. of the Words is, 
that the virtue of his Sacrifice extended ir ſelf to all 
times: for otherwiſe in regard Men have always 
needed propitiation, He muſt have Suffered often 
fince the Creation of the World, And if it be askt 
how His Death had a ſaving influence before He 
acually Suffered 2? the anſwer is clear : We muſt 
conſider the Death of Chriſt not as a Natural but 
Moral cauſe : *tis not as a Medicine that heals, 
but as a Ranſom that frees a Captive.  Narural 


Cauſes operate nothing betore their real exiſt- | 


ence ; bur *tis not neceſſary that moral Cauſes 
ſhould have an actual being ; *tis ſufficient that they 
(hall be, and that the perfon with whom they are et- 


y 
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feual, _ the Promiſe. As a Captive is re- 
leaſt upoa aſſurance given that he will ſend his ran- 
ſom, though tis not actually depoſited. Thus the 
death of Chriſt was available to purchaſe pardon for 
Believers before his coming ; tor he interpoſed as 
their Surcty , and God, to whom all things are 
preſent, knew the accompliſhment of -it in the ap- 
pointed time. - He is therefore call'd the Lamb [ain 


Rev.13-8- from the foundation of the world , not cnly in reſpect 


1Cor 15.22, 


of God's Decree, but his Efticacy, The ſalvation 
we de.ive trom him, was ever in him. He appeared 
under the Empire of Auguſtzs, and dyed under Tybe- 
rizs, but he was a Redeemer in all ages, otherwiſe 
the compariſon were not juſt, that as by Adam all 
die, ſo Ly Chriſt all are made alive. 

'Tis true, under the old Teſtament they had not a 
clear knowledg of him, yet they enjoyed the benefit of 


' his unvaluable Sufferings. For the medium by which 


the benefits our Redeemer purchaſed, are con- 
veyed to Men, is not the exact knowledg of what 
he did and ſuffered, but fincere Faith in the Pro- 
miſe of God. Now the Divine Revelation being 
the rule and meaſure of Faith, ſuch a degr<c was 
ſufficienr to Salvation, as anſwered the general diſ- 
covery of Grace, Bclievers depended upon God's 
goodneſs to pardon them in ſuch a way as was ho- 
nourable to his Juſtice, They had ſome general 
Knowledge that the Meſhah ſhould come, and rin 

Salvation : Abraham rejoiced to ſee the day of Chriſt : 
Moſes valued the Afﬀiuctions of Chriſt, more than the 
Treaſures of Aigypt, And Believers in general are 
deſcribed to be waiters for the (onſolation of Iſrael. In 
ſhort, the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Church are eſfen- 
tially one ; they differ no more than the morning 


and 
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and Evening Star, which is the ſame, but is diverf- 
ly called, from its appearance beto:<e the Sun-riting, 
or after its ſetting, So our Faith reipects a Saviour 
that is paſt, theirs reſpected Him as to come. 
Beſides, The ſaving vertue of his Death as it 
reaches to all former, ſo to all ſucceeding Ages, He 
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reſpect of his Perſon, but his Office, The veitue of 
the Legal Sacrifices expired with the Offering : upon 
a new lin they were repeated, Their imperfection 
is argued from their repetition. But the precious 
Oblation of Chriſt hath an everlaſting efhcacy to 
obtain full Pardon for Believers. His Blood 1s as 
powerful to propitiate God, as if it were this day 
ſhed upon the Croſs. He is able to ſave to perpetuity 
all that ſhall addreſs to. God by Him: Since He ever 
lives to make Intcrceſſion The Pardon that He once 
purchaſed, ſhall ever be applied to coptrite Believers, 
The Covenant that was ſealed with his Blood is eter- 
na), and the Mercies contained in it. 

2.. The perfection of his Sacrifice is evident, by 
its expiating.univerſally the guilt of -all tranſgreſſi- 
ons, *Tis true, Sins in their own nature are dif- 
ferent, ſome have a crumſon guilt attending them, 
and accordingly Conſcience ſhould be affected-: But: 
the Grace of the Goſpel makes no difference. The 
Apoſtle tells us, that #2 Blood of Chriſt cleanſeth 
from all fins : Whatever the kinds, degrees and cir- 
cumſtances are. *As the Deluge overflowed the 
higheſt Mountains, as well as the leaſt Hill, ſo par- 


doning Mercy. covers Sins of the firſt magnitude as ' 


well as the ſmalleſt. Under the Law, one Sacrifice 
could expiate but one Offence; though bur againſt 


a carnal Commandment, but this one waſhes away * 


the: 
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the guilt of all Sins againſt the Mora/ Law. - And 
in that Diſpenſation no Sacrifices were inſtituted for 
Idolatry, Adultery, Murder, and other Crimes ; . 
which were eertainly puniſht with Death. But 

under the Goſpel, Sins of what quality ſoever, if re- 
pented of, are pardoned, The Apoſtle having rec- 
koned up Idolaters, Adulterers, and many other 
notorious Sinners that ſhall not inherit the Kmgdom 
of Heaven, tells the Corinthians, that ſuch were ſome 
of them ; but they were ſanitified, and juſtified in the 
Name of the Lortl Feſus Chriſt, *Tis true, Thoſe 
who fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt are excepted from 
Pardon : But the Reaſon is, Becauſe the Death of. . 
Chriſt was not appointed for the Expiation of ir : 

And there being no Sacrifice, there is no Satisfaction, 
and conſequently no Pardon, The Wiſdome and 
Juſtice of God requires this Severity againſt them : 
For if he that deſpiſed Moſes Law died without Mercy, 
of how much ſorer puniſhment ſhall he be thought wor- 
thy, who hath. troden under foot the Son of' God, and 
hath counted the Blood of the Covenant wherewith he 
was ſanctified an unholy thing, and hath don? deſpite to 
the Spirit of Grace ? that :vs, They renounce their 
Redeemer as if he were tiot the' Son of God, and 
virtually conſent to the cruel Sentence paſt againſt 


WJ. 
* i- 
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Him, as if he had blaſphemed when He declared 


Himſelf tobe ſo, and thereby outſin his Sufferings, 
How reaſonable is it they ſhould be for ever de- 


prived of the Benefits, who obſtinately reje& the 
Means that purchaſed chem. 


2. The Death of Chriſt hath procured Grace for 
Mcna., We made a Forfeiture of our Original Huli- 
ne{s, and were righteoufly deprived of it, And till 
Divine Juſtice was appcaſed, all influences of Grace 
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were ſuſpended, Now the Death of Chriſt opened : 
Heaven, and brought down the Spirit, who is the 
Principle of Renovation in us. The world lay iz 
' wickedneſs as a Carcals in the grave, inſenſible of its 
horror and corruption, The Holy Spirit hath in- 
ſpired it with a new life, and by a marvellous change 
hath cauſed Purity to ſucceed Pollution. 
3- The receiving Believers into Heaven is a con- 
' vincing proof of the all-ſufficiency of his Sacrifice. 
For Juſtice will not permit that Glory and Immor- 
cality, which are the Priviledges of the Righteous, 
ſhould be given to guilty & defiled Creatures. There- 
fore our Saviour's firſt and greateſt work was to re- 
move the bar, that excluded us from the place of 
Felicity. 'Tis- more difficult to juſtifie a Sinner, 
than tu glorifie a Saint, The Goodneſs of God 
inclines Him to beſtow Happineſs on thoſe who are 
not obnoxious to the Law ; but his Juſtice was tobe 
aton'd by Sufferings, Now what ſtronger Argu- 
m2nt can there be, that God is infinitely pleaſed with 
what His Son hathedone and ſuffered tor his People, 
than the taking of them into his Preſence to ſee his 
Glory 2 The Apoſtle ſets down this order in the work 
of our Redemption, That Chriſt being made perfeit by Heb.5.9. 
Sufferings, that is, having conſummated that part 
_ of his Office whichreſpeRed the expiation of Sin ; 
He b:came the Author of eternal Saluation to all that 
obey him. To ſum up all, *tis obſervable, that the 
Scripture attributes to the Death of Chriſt not only 
Satisfaction, whereby we are redeemed from Pu- 
niſhment z bur ſuch a redundant Merit, as purchaſes ( | 
for us Adoption, and all the glerious Prerogatives 
' of the Children of God. Upon theſe accounts his 
Blood hath a double Efficacy. As the Blood of the 
| Oo Covenant, 
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Teſtament, it conveyes to us a Title to Heaven it 
ſelf ; according to that of St. Paul, we have boldnef 
to enter into the Holieſt by his Blood. 


I will remove two ſlender prejudices againſt this 
Doctrine ; 7 

1. That Repentance and Faith are required in 
order to the partaking of the precious benefits which 
Chriſt hath purchaſed, doth not leſſen the Merit 
of his Death, and the compleatneſs of the Satis- 
faction made to God by it. For we muſt conſider, 
There is a great difference between the pay- 
ment of that the Law requires by the Debtor, and 
the payment of that; which was not in the original 
Obligation by another in his ſtead, Upon the pay- 
ment of the firſt, atual freedom immediately fol- 
lows. Ifa Debtor pays the ſum he ows, or a Cri- 
minal endure the puniſhment of the Law, they are 
actually diſcharged, and never liable to be ſued or 
ſuffer again, But when the ſame that the Law 
requires is not paid, but ſomething elſe, by ano- 
ther ; the releaſe of the guilty is ſuſpended upon. 
thoſe conditions, which he that freely makes ſatis- 
faction, and the Governour who by favour accepts 
it, are pleaſed to appoint, Now 'tis thus in the 
tranſaction of our Redemption: Chriſt laid down 
his Life for us, and this was not the very thing in 
ſtrict ſenſe that the Law required. For according 
to the threatning, the Soul that fins ſball die ; the De- 
linquent in his own perſon was to ſuffer the penal- 
ty : and there was no neceſlity natural or moral that 
obliged God to admit of his Satisfaction for our diſ- 
charge. If the Law had expreſt that the ſinner or his 
ſurety ſhould ſuffer, there had been noneed of a 


better 
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- better Govenant. But in this the Grace of God fo 
illuſtrouſly appears, that by his appointment the pu- 
niſhment of the guilty was transfer'd to the Innocent, 
who voluntarily undertook for them, In this reſpect 
God truly pardons fin, though he received intire Sa- 
_ tisfation , for he might in right have refuſed it. 
Now theſe things being ſuppoſed, although the 
Blood of Chriſt was a price fo precious, that it can 
only be valued by God that received it, and might 
worthily haye redeemed a thouſand Worlds, yet 
the effects of it are to be diſpenſed according to the 
Eternal Covenant between the Farther and the Son, 
and the tenor of it is revealed in the Goſpel, v:z. 
that Repentance and Faith are the conditions, upon 
which the obtaining pardon of ſin, and all the bleſ- 
ſings which are the conſequents of. it depends: thus 
Chriſt who makes Sarisfaftion, and God that 
accepts it, declare. The Commiſſion of the A- 


poſtles from his own month was to preach Repen- Luke 24.47. 


tance, and Remiſſion of ſins in his name to all Nati- 


ons: and he was exalted by God to be a. Prince, and a AQts 5:31« 


Saviour, for to give repentance to Iſrael, and forgiveneſs 
of ſin. EE 

The eſtabliſhing of this order is not a meer po- 
fitive command, wherein the will of the Law-giver 
is the ſole ground of our duty; but there is a ſpeci-' 


al congruity and reaſon in the nature of che mg | 


it ſelf. For Chriſt hath ſatisfied Juſtice, that Go 
may exercife pardoning Mercy in ſuch a manner as 
is ſuitable to his other perfetions. Now 'tis contra- 


ry to his Wiſdom to diſpenſe the precious benefits 


of his Sons Blood to impenitent Unbelievers; to give 
ſuch rich Pearls, and fo dearly bought, to Swine 
that will trample them under their feet; to beſtow 

00" Salva- 
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Salvation on thoſe who deſpiſe rhe Saviour, *Tis 
contrary - to his Holineſs to torgive thoſe who will 
ſecurely abuſe his favour, as it his pardon were a 
priviledge and licenſe to fin againſt him. Nay, 
tinal Impenitency is unpardonable | to Mercy 
it ſelf, For the objects of Juſtice and Mercy can- 
not be the ſame : now an impenitent ſinner is neceſ.. 
ſarily under the revenging Juſtice of God, 'Tis no 


_ diſparagement to his omnipotency that he cannot 


ſave ſuch, For although God can do whatſoever 


be will, yet he can will nothing but what is agree- 


able to his Nature. Not that there is any Law 
above God, that obliges him toaC&t, but he is a Law 
to himſelf. And the more excellent his perfe&ions 
are, the leſs he can contradict them. As *tis no 
refletion upon his power that he cannot die, neither 
is it that he can do nothing unbecoming his perfeQi- 
ons. Onthe contrary, it implies weakneſs to be lia- 
ble to any ſuch a&. Thus ſuppoſing the Crea- 
ture Holy, it is impoſſible but he ſhould love it, not 
that he ows any thing to the Creature, but in regard 


| heis infinitely good: and if impenitent and obſti- 


nate in fin, he cannot bur hate and puniſh it; not that 
he is accountable for his Actions, but becauſe he is 
infinitely Juſt. And from hence it appears, that the 
requiring of Repentance and Faith in order to the 
actual partaking of the bleſſings our Redeemer pur- 
chaſed, doth not diminiſh the value of his SatisfaRi- 
on, they being not the cauſes of pardon,. but ne- 
ceſſary qualifications in the ſubje& that receives 
it. 

2. It doth not lefſen the Compleatneſs of his Sa- 
tisfaQion, that Believers are liable to Afflictions and 


Death, 
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Death. For theſe are continued according to the 
agreement between God and our Redeemer, for 
other ends than. ſatisfaction to Juſtice, - which 
was fully accompliſhe by him. This will appear by 
ſeveral Conſiderations. 

x, Some Afﬀictions have not the nature of a Pu- 
niſhment, but are intended only for the exerciſe of 
their Graces 4 That the #ria/ of” their Faith, Pati- 1Pct.1.7. 
ence, and Hope being much more pn than of Gold Jams 1.2. 
that periſheth, though it be tried by the fire, might be 
found unto F257 Now theſe Afflictions are the Rom-5+2-3: 
occaſion of their Joy, and in order to their Glory. 
Of this kind are all the Sufferings that Chriſtians 
endure. for the promotion of the Goſpel, Thus the 
Apoſtles eſteemed themſelves dignified, in ſuffering 
what was contumelious and reproachful for the , , 
Name of Chriſt. And St, Paul interprets it as a Phi, Ti, 
ſpecial favour, that God call'd forth the Philippians | 
to the Combat. To you it i given in the behalf of 
Chriſt to. ſuffer : Not only the Graces of: Faith and 
Fortitude, but-the Affliction was given : So Believers 
are declared Happy, when they are partakers of Chriſts 1Pct.4.14-. 
Sufferings: for the Spirit of Glory reſts. on them, 
Now it is evident that Afﬀictions of this nature 
are no Puniſhments. For ſince *tis effential to Pu- 
niſhment to be inflicted for a Fault, andevery Fault 
hath a zwrpirude in it; It neceſſarily follows, that 
Puniſhment which is the brand of a crime muſt be. al- 
waies attended with infamy, and the*Sufferer un-- 
der ſhame... But Chriſtians are honourable by their 
Sufferings for God, as they conform them to th- 
Þnage of his Son, who was conſecrated by Suffer- 
ings. 
4 Afflictions are ſent ſometimes not with reſpect 

to 
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2 Cor. 12-7: 


The H armony of the Divine Attributes, 


to a Sin committed, but to prevent the commiſſion 
of it: and this prays ay them from Puniſh- 


ments, For the Law deters from Evil, not by in- 
flicting, but threatning the Penalty. But in the 
Divine Diſcipline there is another Reaſon. God 
affiidts to reſtrain from Sin : As St. Paul had a thory 
iu the fleſh to prevent Pride. 

3. Thoſe Evils that are inflicted on Believers for 
Sin, do not diminiſh the power and value of Chriſt's 
Paſſion, For we muſt diſtinguiſh between Puniſh- 
ments which are meerly caſtigatory for the good of the 
Offender, and that are purely vzz4idve for the juſt 
Satisfaction of the Law. Now Believers are liable 
o the firſt, but are freed from the other. For Chrift 
hath redeemed them from the Curſe of the Law, being 
made a (urſe for them, 

The Popiſþ Doctrine of Satisfaftion to offended 
Juſtice by our ſuffering #exyporal Evils, is attended 
with many pernicious Conſequences,  - 

1, It robs the Croſs of Chriſt of one part of its 
Glory, as if ſomething were left co us to make up, 


- in the degrees and vertue of his Sufferings. 


2. It reflets on Gods Juſtice, as if He exacted 
two different SatisfaRtions for Sin : the ove from 
Chriſt our Surety, the other from the Sinner. | 

3. It diſparages his Mercy, in making Him to 
puniſh whom He pardons, and to inflict a Penalty 
after the Sin is remitted, + 

4. *Tis dangerous to Man, by ſeeding a falſe 
Preſumption in him, as if by the merit of his ſuffer- 
gs he could expiate Sin, and obtain part of that 

aly 


ation which we entirely owe to the Death of 
our Redeemer, 


The 
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The difference between Chaſtiſements, and pure- 
ly vindiive Puniſhments, appears in 7hyee things. 

I. Inthe Cauſes from whence they praceed. The 
ſevere(t Sufferings of the Godly are not the effects of 
the Divine Vengeance, *Tis true, they are Evi- 
dences of Gods diſpleaſure againſt them for Sin, but 
not of Hatred, For being reconciled to them in 
Chriſt, He beares an unchangeable Aﬀedion to 
them ; and Love cannot hate, though it may be 
angry. The motive that excites God to corre& 
them is Love: according to that teſtimony of the 
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Apoſtle, Whom the Lord loves He chaſtens, As ſom- Heb-12-6- 
times out of his ſevereſt diſpleaſure He forbeares to 191+5+ 


ſtrike, and condemns obſtinate Sinners to Proſperity 
here, ſo from the tendereſt Mercy he afflits his own.. 
But purely wvizdiive Judgments proceed from 
meer wrath, 

2, They differ in their meaſures. The Evils that 
Believers ſuffer are alwaies proportioned to their 
ſtrength, They are not the ſudden eruptions of 
Anger, but deliberate Difpenſations : David de- 
precates Gods Fudgment as *tis oppoſed to Favour, 


Enter not into Fudgment with. thy Servant, O Lord: Pal. 143-2. 


and Feremiah deſires Gods Judgment, as *tis oppo- 


ſed to Fury, Corret# me, Oh Lord, tn thy Fudgment, Jer10.24 


uot in thy Fury. *Tis the gracious Promiſe of God. 
to David with reſpe& to Solomon: If he commit Ini-2 Sam7-14+- 
quity I will chaſten hins with the rod of men, aud with 


whe ſtripes of the childaen of men : that is, Chaſtiſe him 


moderately: For in the ſtile of the Scripture as things 
are magnified by the Epithet Divine, or of God, a 
the Gedars of God, that is, very tall z And Nineve 
1s called The City of God, that is, very great: 50 to 


lipnifie things that are in a mediocrity, the S oh ad 
uſed. 
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uſes the Epithet humane, orof Men: Andaccording 
tothe Rule of Oppoſition,the Rod of God:is an ex- 
traordinary Afﬀiction which deſtroys the Sinner; 'tis 
ſuch a Puniſhment: as a man can neither inflit, nor 
endure : But the Rod of Men is-a moderate Cor- 
rettion, that doth not exceed the ſtrength of che 
Patient, But every purely vzzdiF#ive Puniſhment 
which the Law pronounces, -is in proportion to the 
nature of the Crime, not the [ſtrength of the Cri. 
minal, _ 
3. They are diſtinguiſht by the intention and end 
of God in inflicting them. 
| 1. ln Chaſtiſements Gcd primarily deſigns the 
Kcb.12-10.' Profit of his People, That they may be partakers of his 
Holineſs, When they are ſecure and carnal, He 
awakens Conſcience by the ſharp voice of the Rod, 
to reflect upon Sin, to mgge them obſervant for the 
tuture; to render their Aﬀections more indifferent 
to the World, and ſtronger towards Heaven, The 
mute. <pgfte expreſies the nature of Chaſtiſements, When 
we We are Judged, we are inſtructed by the Lord : They 
1Cor.11.32. are more lively Leſſons than thoſe which are by the 
Word alone, and make a deeper impreſſion upon 
| the heart, David acknowledges, Before he was uf- 
Pl.119-67- flicked he went aſtray, but now.have | kept thy words, 
Corrupt Nature makes Gods Fayours pernicious, 
but his Grace makes our Puniſhments profitable. 
Bricfly, They are not ſatisfaQions for what is paſt, 
but admonitions for the time tocome. But purelP 
v:nIidive Judgments are not inflicted for the retor- 
| wation of an Offender, but to preſerve the honour 
of the Sovereign, and Publick Order, and to make 
compenſation for the breach of the Law, If any 
advantage 
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advantage /accrue 'to the Offender *tis accidental, 
and befides theintention of 'the Judg. 

2. The end of chaſtiſements upon Believers'is 


'to Prevent their final deſtruction. When we are *Cor. tr. 


Tuized, we are Chaſtened of the Tiord, that we ay 
ot be contlemnetl with the World. And this ſweetens 
and allays all their Sufferings. As the Pſalmi#t de- 
clares, 'Ler the Righteons ſmite me, and #t ſhall be a 
kintnefs, let thim reprove me, 'it ſhall be-an excellent oile, 
which fhull-yot break my head. But the Vindittive 
Puniſhment ofa MalefaGQoris'not to prevent-his-con- 
fdemnarion; for Death its ſometimes the Sentence. 
In this reſpect the 'temporal -evils' that befal che 
Wicked and:the Godly, though materially the ſaine, 
yet legally differ. For to the Wicked they are as fo 


many -earneſts of the -compleat payment they ſhall 


make to Juſtice 1n another World ; the beginnings 
of \Eternal'Sorrows : -but'to the Godly they are in 
order to their Salvation. They are asthe Red-Sea, 
through whichtheTf-2elites paſt to the Lanil of -Pro- 
miſe, but'the Bgypreans were drowned in it, Briefly, 
their Svfferings differ as much -in their iflue, as the 
Kingdoms of Heaven 'and of Hell. 

_ 2. That Deathremains to Believers, doth not leſ- 
fen the perfettion-of 'Chriſts SatisfaRion. *'Tis true 


conlidercd abſolutely,"tis therevenge of the Law for | 


ſm, and the greateſt temporal evil, ſo that it may 
ſeem ſtrange,cthat'thoſe who are Redeemed by an Al- 


ſufficient \ranſom, ſhould pay this Tribute to-the, 


King of Terrors, Butthe nature. of it is. changed : 
tis a Curſe to the wicked inflictedfor Satisfaction to 
Juſtice, but a Priviledge to Believers. As God ap- 
pointing the Rainbow 'to be the'Sign -of his Cove- 
nant, that he would drown the World no inore,:or- 
| Pp dain'd 
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dain'd the ſame Waters to be the token of his Mer- 
cy, which were the inſtrument of his Juſtice. Bleſ- 
ſed are the dead that die in the Lord, And the Pſalmiſt 
tells us, that precious in the fight of the Lord is the 
Death of his Saints :; Chriſt hath taken away,what 
is truly deſtructive in it, 'Tis continued for their 
advantage. | 

I, Corruption hath ſo depraved the ſenſitive ap- 
petite, that during our natural ſtare we are not in- 
tirely freed from it : but Death that deſtroyes the 
natural frame of the Body, puts an end to fin. And 


in this reſped, there is a great difference between 


the Death of Chriſt and of Believers : the end of his 
was to remove the guilt of fin, of theirs to extin- 
ouiſh the reliques of it. Eb 

2, 'Tis adclivery from Temporal evils, and an 
entrance into Glory, Death and Deſpair ſeize on 
the Wicked at once, but the Righteous hath hope 
in his Death, > : | 

3. The Grave ſhall give up its ſpoils at the laſt, 
It retains the Body tor a time, not to deftroy but 
purifie it. Our Saviour tells us that whoever believes 
ox him ſhall not ſee death, for he will raife them up at 
the laſt day; He that dies a Man, ſhall revive an 
Angel,cloathed with Light and Immortality. I will 
conclude this argument with the words of St. Auſtis : 
Ablato criminis n:xu, relicta eſt mors. Nunc vero 
majore & mirabiliore gratia Satuatoris in uſus juſtitie 
peccati pena eft converſa : tum enim dictum eſt Homini, 
morieris fi peccaveris, nunc dictum eſt Martyri, morere 
ne pecces. Et fic per ineffabilem Dei miſericordiam & 
ipſa pena vitiorum tranſit in arma virtutis,, & fit juſtt 
meritum, etiam ſupplicium peccatoris. Although the 
Guilt of Sin is removed, yet death remains, But 


by 
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| by the admirable Grace of the Redeemer, the pu- 
-— niſhment of ſin is made an advantage to Holineſs, 
- TheLaw threatned Man with Death if he ſinned ; 
- the Goſpel commands a Martyr todie, that hemay 
not ſin, And thus by the unſpeakable Mercy of God, 
the puniſhment of Vice becomes the ſecuricy of Vir- 
tue; and that which was revenged upon the ſinnzr, 
gives to the Righteous a title to a glcrious reward, 


CHAP. XV. 


i — 


Inferences, In the Death of Chrift there is the cleareft 
diſcovery of the evil of ſin. The ffrinefs off divine 
Fuitice is mo#t viſible in it, The conſideration of the 
ends of Chrifts Death takes off the ſcandal of the 
Croſs,and changes the offence into admiration, The 

* Satisfaction of Fuitice by Chriits Sufferings affords 
_ the fhrongeft aſſurance that God is ready to pardon 
franers. The abſolute neceſſity of complying with the 
terms of the Goſpel for Futification, There are but 
two wayes of appearing before the ſupreme Fudge : 
either in Innocence. or by the Righteouſneſs of Chrift : 
The ' auſes why men reject Christ are, a legal temper 
that is natural to them, and the predominant love of 
fin. The unavoidable miſery of all that will not ſubmit 


to our Saviour. 


1, T7 Rom hence we may diſcover moſt clearly the 
X F evil of Sin, which no Sacrifice could expi- 
ate but the Blood of the Son of God. *Tis true, the 
internal Malignity of Sin, abſtracted from its dread- 
tul effects, is moſt worthy of our hatred, For 'tis in 
Pp 2 its 
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its' own-nature directenmity- again{t God) and ob. 
{cures the Glory of all his Attributes. 'Tis the vio. 
lation of his Majeſty,-who- is the univerſal Sovereign 
of Heaven- and Earth. A contrariety. to his Holi. 
neſs, which” ſhines forth: in his Law, A deſpiſing 
his Goodneſs, the atractive to Obedience, The 
contempt of. his Omniſcience, which ſees every ſin 
when *tis commited, The lighting of his terrible 
Juſtice and Power, as if the Sinner could ſecure him- 
ſelf from his Indignation. A denial of his Truth, as 
if the threatning werea vain terror to ſcare Men 
from fin, And all this done voluntarily to pleaſe an _ 
irregular corrupt Appetite,by a deſpicable Creature, 
who abſolutely depends upon. God.for his. being and 
happineſs. | . | 

Theſe Conſiderations ſeriouſly: pondered; are moſt 
proper to diſcover the extremity of. its evil, But 
ſenſible demonſtrations are. moſt powerful to. con- 
vince and affect,us: and; thoſe are taken, fromthe 
feartul:Puniſhments that are. inflicted. for Sin, Now 
the Tormentsof Hell which are. the juſt. and full re- 
compence of Sin,. are” not ſenfible. till they. are in- 
evitable, And temparal Judgments. cannot fully 
declare the infinite: Niſpleeſure of God againſt: the 
wiitul.contemptof. his: Authority, But: inthe Syuf- 
ferings of Chriſt 'tis expreſt to.the utmoſt., If Juſtice 
it fp had rent the Heavens, and came down. in the 
moſt viſible Terrour to revenge the Rebellions of 
Men, it could never have made ſtronger impreffions 
upon us, than the Neath o#Chriſt duely. conſidered. 
The Deſtruction of the: World by Water; the-mira- 
culous: burning of Sedams- and Gomorrah by: ſhowers 
of Fire, and all other the moſt terrible. Judgments, 
do not afford ſuch a ſenſible inſtruction of the _ 

0 


a 
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of Sin. Ii we regard! the Dignity-obhis Perſon, and 
the depth-of his Sufferings, He is an unparalleld ex- 
ample of Gods Indignation for the breach of his 
Holy Law. For He that was the Son of God; and 
the Lord of Glory, was made a Man of Sorcowes, 
He endured Derifion, Scourgings, Stripes, and ar 
laſt a cruel and curſed Death. The Holy of Holies 
was crucified between two Thieves. By how much 
the Life of Chriſt was more precious than the lives 
of all men, ſo-much.in- his Death doth the wrath of 
God appear more fully againſt Sin, than it would in 
the deſtruction of the whole world of Sinners, And 
His Spiritual Sufferings infinitely exceeded all His 
Corporeal, The Impreſſions of Wrath that were in- 
ficted by Gods immediate Hand upon: his Soul, 
forced from him thoſe ſtrong; Cries, that moved all 
the powers; of Heaven and Earth with Compaſſion. 
It the curtain were drawn aſide, and we ſhould look 
into. the Chambers of: Death, where Sinners /e 
down in; Sorrow for ever 3 and hear the woful ex- 
prefſlions, and deep. Complaints of the Damned, 
with what horrour and diſtraction they ſpeak of their 
torments, we could not: have a fuller teſtimony. of 
God's Infinite diſpleaſure againſt (in, than in the An-. 
guiſh and Agonies of our Redeemer, For what- 
ever His Sufferings were in kind, yet in their degree 
and meaſure they were equally terrible with thoſe 
that condemned Sinners. endure. Now howis it 
poſſible that Rational Agents ſhould freely, in the 
open light, for periſhing vanities dare to commit ſin * 
Can they avoid or endure*the Wrath of an Incenſed 
God 2 If God ſpared not his Son when he came in 
the ſimilitude. of finful fleſh, how ſhall Sinners who 
are deeply and univerſally defiled eſcape * Oo they 
ortifie 
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fortifie themſelves againſt the Supreme Judge ? Can 


they encounter with the fury of the Almighty, rhe 
apprehenſions of which made the Soul of Chriſt hea- 
vy unto Death? Have they patience to bear that 
for ever, which was to Chriſt, who had the ſtrength 
of the Deity to ſupport him, intolerable for a tew 
hours? If it were ſo with the green Tree, what will 
become of the dry, when expoſed to the fiery Tryal ? 
If he that was Holy and Innocent ſuffered ſo dread- 
fully, what muſt they expe&, who add impenitency 
to their guilt, ang live inthe buld commiſſion of Sin, 
without reflection and remorſe 2 What prodigious 
Madneſs is it to drink iniquity Like water, as a haim- 
leſs thing, when tis a poiſon ſo deadly, -that the 
leaſt drop of it brings certain ruine « What deſpe- 
rate Folly,to have ſlight apprehenſions of that, which 
is attended with the firſ# and ſecovd Death * Nothing 
but unreaſonable Infidelity and Inconfideration can 
make men venturous to provoke the living God, who 
is infinitely ſenſible'of their Sins, and who both can 
and will puniſh them by Torments extreme and 
eternal. 


2. The ſtricineſs of Divine Juſtice appears, that 


required Satisfaction equivalent to the deſert of fin, 


The natural Notion of the Deity, as the Governour 
of the World, inſtructed the Heathens, That the tranſ- 
orcſſion of his Laws was worthy of Death. This proves 
that the obligation to punithment, doth "not ariſe 
from the mere will of God, which is only diſcover- 
ed by Revelation, but is founded in the nature of 
things.anl by its own ligheis manifeſted to reaſona- 
ble ercatures, Frem hence they inferred, That it was 
nyt becoming the Divine nature, as qualified with the 
relation of Supreme Ruler, to pardon Sin without 


Satil- 
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Satisfaction, This appears by the Sacrifices and 
Ceremonies, the Religions. and Expiations which 
were performed by the moſt ignorant Nations. And 
although they infinitely abuſed themſelves in thecon- 
ceit they had of their pretended efficacy and vertue, 
yet the univerſal conſent of Mankind in the belief 
that SatisfaQtion was neceſſary, dgclares it to be 
true, This, as other natural Dodcrines, is more 


29) 


fully revealed by Scripture. Under the Law without Heb. 9.22. 


ſh:dding of blood there was no remiſſion, not that com- 


mon Blood could make Satisfaction for Sin, but 


God commanded there ſhould be a viſible mark of its 
neceſſity, in the Worſhip offer'd to him, and a pre- 
figuration that it ſhould be accompliſhr by a Sacrifice 
eternally efficacious. T4 
And the Oeconomy of our Salvation clearly proves, 
that to preſerve the honour of Gods Government, Sin 
muſt be puniſht, that Sinners might be pardoned. 
For nothing was more repugnant to the Will of God 
abſolutely conſidered, than the Death of his Beloved 


Son, and the natural Will of Chriſt was averſe from 


it, What then moved that Infinite Wiſdome, which 
wills nothing but what is perfeatly reaſonable, to 
ordain that event? Why ſhould it take ſo great a 
circuit, if the -way was ſo ſhort, that by pure 


Favour, without Satisfaction, Sin might have been 
pardoned 2 Our Saviour declares the neceflity of 


his ſuffering Death, ſuppoſing the mercitul Will of 
his Father to ſave us, when He ſaith, That as Moſes 
lifted up the Serpent in the wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the 
Jon of man be lifted up, that whoſoever believes in him 
- ſhould not periſh, *Tis true, Since God had foretold 
and prefigured his Death by the oracles and actions 
under the Law, it neceſſarily came to paſs. But 
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to conſider things exactly, the unchangeable truth 
of Types and Propheſtes is not che primitive and 
mnin'reafon of the necelity of things, but only a 
ſign of the certainty of the event. In ſtrifneſs, 
things do not arrive 'becauſe of their prediction, but 
arcfrieecll becauſe they ſhall arrive. Ic is apparent 
there was a Divine Decree before the Propheſies: 
and that'in the Light of God's Infinite Knowledg 
things are, before they were -foretold, So 'tis not 
ſaid a Man muft 'beof a ruddy complexion, becauſe 
his Picture isſo,'but onthe contrary, becauſe heis 
Tuddy, his Pifture muſt beſo. That Chriſt by dy- 
ing on the Crofs ſhould Redeem Man, was the rea- 
ſows that the'Serpent of braſs was erected on a pole 
to heal the Iſrae/ztes,and not on the contrary, Bricfly, 
the Apoſtle ſuppoſes this neceſlity of Satisfaction, 
as an evident'principte, when he proves wilful Apo- 
ſtates to 'be "incapable of Salvation : Becauſe there 
remains no.more Sacrifice for fin. For the conſequence 


were of no force; if fin might be pardoned without 


Sacrifice, that is,without'Satisfa&tion, | 
3. This account of Chriſts Death takes off the 
ſcandal of the'Crofs, and changes the offence into 
admiration. *Twas foretold of Chriſt, zhat he ſhould 
be a Stone of flumbliag, and a Rock of offence , not a 
juſt cauſe, but an occaſion of offence to the corrupt 
hearts of Men, and principally for his Sufferings. 
The Jews were pleaſed with the titles of honour 
given to the Mcſ1ah, that he ſhould be a King, Power- 
tul and Glorious. But that,poverty, diſgrace and the 
ſuffering Death ſhould'be his character, they could 
not endure : therefore they endeavoured to prevert 
the ſenſe of the Prophets, His Diſciples who at- 
rended'him-in kis mean ſtate, expeRed thoſe ſad ap- 
pearances 
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appearances would terminate in viſible Glory and 


_ Greatneſs : but when they ſaw him arreſted by his 


Enemies, Condemned and Crucificd, this was ſo op- 
polite to their expectation, that they fainted under 
the diſappointment. And when Chriſt Crucified was 
Preacht to the Gentile World, they rejected him 
with ſcorn. His Dcath ſeemed ſo contrary to the 


Dignity of his Perſon, and the deſign of his Office, 


that they could not reliſh the Doctrine ofthe Goſpel. 

They judged it abſurd, to expect Life from one that 

was ſubjected to Death, and Bleſſedneſs from him, ». .,.,.. 
who was made a Curſe. To thoſe who look on the Chri/s nos 


inſultant $1 


Death of Chriſt with the eyes of carnal wiſdom, and oninr bwjee 


according to the Laws of corrupt reaſon, it appears -»»4;, e 4i- 


cunt, oe 


folly and weakneſs, and moſt unworthy of God ; but ,,,;>/.:::..; 


if we conſider it in its principles and ends, all the Dum Colitis 


Cracifixum 


prejudices vaniſh, and we clearly diſcover it to be the Nod, 
moſt noble and eminent effet of -the Wiſdom, Po- ver#. Apott: 
wer, Goodneſs and Juſtice of God. To the eye of 
ſenſe 'twas a ſpectacle of horrour, that a perfect In- 
nocent thould becruelly tormented ; but ro the eye 
of Faith,under that ſad and ignominious appearance, 
there was a Divine Myſtery, able to raiſe our won- 
der, and raviſh our affections. For he that was 


naked, and nailed to the Croſs, was really the Son 


of God, and the Saviour of Men: And his Death 
with all the penal circumſtances of diſhonout and 
pain,is the only Expiation of ſin, and Satisfaction to 
Juſtice.He by offering up his Blood appea'sd the wrath 


of God, quencht the flaming Sword that made Pa- 


radiſe inacceſſible to us ; he took away fin, the true 
diſhonour of our natures, and purchaſed for us the 
Graces of the Spirit, the richeſt ornaments of the 
reaſonable Creature, The Doctrine of the Croſs 
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is the only foundation of the Goſpc], that unites all 


its parts, and ſupports the whole btiilding. Tis the 
cauſe of our Righteouſneſs and Peace, of our Re- 
demption aud Reconciliation. How bleſſed an ex- 
change have the Merits of his Sufferings made wich 
thoſe of our Sins? Lite inſtcad of Death, Glory for 
Shame, and Happineſs for Miſery. For this reaſon 
the Apoſtle with vehemence declares, that, to be the 
ſole ground of his boaſting and triumph, which others 
eſteemed a cauſe of bluſning. Ged forbid that I ſhould 
Glory ſave in the Croſs of Chriſt. Here,ects with ex- 
rreme deteſtation the mention of any other thing, 
as the cauſe of his Happineſs, and matrtcr of his Glo- 
ry. The Croſs was a tree of Death to Chriſt, and 
of Life to us. The ſupreme Wiſdom is juſtified of 
its Children, 

4. The Satisfation of Divine Juſtice by the Suf- 
fcrings of Chriſt, affords the ſtrongeſt aflurance to 
Man, who is a guilty and ſuſpicious creature, that 
God is moſt ready topardon fin, There is in the na- 
tural Conſcience when opened by a piercing con- 
viction of fin, ſucha quick ſenſe ot Guilt, and Gods 
Juſtice, that 1tcan. never have an intire confidence 
in his Mercy, till Juſtice be atoned. From hence 
the convinced Sinner 15 reſtleſly inquiſitive, how to 
find out the way of reconciliation with a Righte- 
aus God. Thus he is repreſented inquiring by the 
Prophet, Wh-rewith ſhall I com? before the Lord, and 
bow my ſelf before the mot High God? ſhall l come be- 
fore him with Burnt-Offerings, with Calves of a year 
old? will the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of Rams, 
or with ten thouſand rivers of oil © ſhall I give my firtt- 
born for my tranſgreſſion, the fruit of my Body for the 
fin of my Soul 2 The Scripture tells us that ſome con- 


ſum'd 
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ſumd their Children to render their Idols favour- 
able to them. But all theſe means were ineffecual : 
their moſt coſtly Sacrifices were only food for the 
fire, Nay, inſtead of expiating their old, they com- 
mitted new fins, and were ſo far from appealing, 
that they inflamed the Wrath of God, by their cruel 
oblations. But in the Goſpel there is the moſt ra- 
tional and eaſy way propounded, for the Satisfacti- 
on of God and the Juſtification of Man, The Righte- 
ouſneſs of Faith ſpeaketh on this wiſe,Say not in thy heart, 
Who ſhall aſcend into Heaven? (that is to bring down 
Chriit from above) Or who ſhall deſcend into the deep * 
(that is to bring up Chrift again from the dead ) But if 
thou wilt confeſs with thy month th? Lord Feſiss, and 
ſhalt believe in thy h:art that God hath raiſed him from 
the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved, The Apoitle ſets torth 
the anxiety of an awakened Sinner, he is ata loſs to 
find out a way to eſcape Judgment : for things that 
are on the ſurface of the Earth, or floating on the 
Waters, are within our view, and may be obtain'd : 
but thoſe that are above our Underſtanding to dil- 
cover, or Power to obtain, are proverbially ſaid to 
tobe in the Heavens above, or in the Deeps. And 
tis applied here to the different wayes of Juſtifica- 
tion, by the Law and the Goſpel. The Law pro- , 
pounds Life, upon an impoſſible condition : but the 
Goſpel clearly reveals to us, that Chriſt hath per- 
formed what is neceſſary for our Juſtification, 'and 
. that by a lively and practical Faith we ſhall have an 
Intereſt in it. The Lord Jeſus being aſcended, hath 
ha us a convincing proof, that the Prop/ttation 
or our Sins is perfect: For otherwiſe He had not 
been received into Gods Sanctuary. Therefore to 
be under perplexitics how we may be juſtified, is to 
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deny the value of his Righteouſneſs, and the truth 
of his Aſcenſion. Azd ſay mot who ſhall deſcend into 
the deep, to bear the Torments of Hell, and expiate 
Sin, this is to deny the vertue of his Death, where- 
by he appeaſed God, and redeemed us from the 
wrath to come. Inthe Law the condemning Righ- 
teouſneſs of God is made viſible, in the Goſpel his 
juſtifying Righteouſneſs is revealed, from Faith to 
Rom. 1:17» Faith, And this is an infallible proof of its divin; 
deſcent. For whereas all other Religions either 
ſtupific Conſcience, and harden it in carzal Secy- 
rity, or terrifie it by continual Alarms of Yenge- 
ance; the Goſpel alone hath diſcovered how God 
may ſhew Mercy to repenting Sinners without in- 
jury to his Juſtice. The Heathens robbd one Attri- 
bute to enrich another : either they conceived God 
to be indulgent to their Sins, and eafie to pardun, 
to the prejudice of his Juſtice ; or cruel and reveng- 
ful, to the diſhonour of his Goodneſs : But Chriſti- 
ans are inſtructed how theſe are wonderfully recon- 
_ ciledand magnified in our Redemption, From kence 
there isa divine calm in the Conſcience, azd that 
Peace which paſſeth Underſtanding, The Soul is not 
only freed from the Fear of Gods anger, but hath 
a lively Hope of his Fayour and Love. This is ex-. 
preſt by the Apoſtle, when he reckons among rhe 
=. 12:23) Priviledges of Believers, That they are come to God 
© the Fudgof all, and toFeſus the Mediator of the New- 
Covenant, and to the Blood of ſprinkling that ſpeats 
better things than the blood of Abel. The appre- 
henſion of God as the Judg of the world, ſtrikes the 
uilty with fear and terrour ; but as He is ſweet- 
ned by the Mediator, we may approach to Him 
with confidence, For what Sins are there which 


ſo 
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ſo entire a Satisfaction doth not expiate * What 
Torments can they deſerve, which his wounds and 
ſtripes haye not removed © God is Juſt as well 'as 
Mexctful in juſtifying thoſe who believe in Feſws. 
'Tis not the quality of Sins, but of Sinners that 
excepts them from Pard»n, Chriſt is the golder 
Altar in Heaven for penitent Believers to flic to, 
from whence God will never pluck any one to de- 
ſtroy him. | | 

5., From hence we may learn, how abſolute a ne- 
ceſſity there is tor our coming to Chriſt for Juſti-: 
fication. 


There are but two waies of appearing before the- 


Righteous and Supreme Judsg. 

I. In Innocence and finleſs Obedience, or by 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt: The one is by the 
Law. the other by Grace, And theſe two can ne- 
ver be compounded, for he that pleads Innocence, 
in that diſclaims Favour ; and he that ſues for Fa- 
vour, acknowledges Guilt, Now the fi7/# cannot be 
performed by us. For entire Obedience to the Law 
ſuppoſes the integrity of our natures, there being a 
Mora! impoſſibility that the Faculties onze cor-- 
rupted ſhould act regularly : But Man is Rtain'd with 
Original Sin from his Conception. And the torm 
of the Law runs univerſally, Curſed i every one that 


obeys not in all things which are written in the Book of Sal. 3+10.. 


the Law to do them, In theſe Scales one evil work 
preponderatcs a thouſand good, If a Man were guil- 
ty but of oze {ingle Error, his entire Obedience after- 
wards couldnot fave him; tor that being alwaies due 
to the Law, the payment of it cannot diſcount for 
the former Debt. So that we cannot in any de- 
oree be juſtified by the Law, tor there is no middle- 
between. 
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between tranſpreſling, and not tranſgreſfing it, He 
that breaks one Article in a Covenant, cuts off his 
claim to any benefit by it. Fi, 

Briefly, the Law Juſtifies only the Perfect, and 
condemns without diſtinQion all that are Guilty. 
So that to pretend Juſtification by the works of it, is 
as unreaſonable, as for a man to produce in Court 
the Bond which obliges him to his Creditor, in teſti- 
mony that he ows him nothing. Whoever preſumes 
to appear before God's Judgment-Seat in his own 
righteouſneſs, ſhall be covered with contuſion. 

2. By the Rightcouſneſs of Chriſt, This alone ab- 
ſolves from the Guilt of fin, ſaves from Hell, and can 
endure the trial of God's Tribunal. This the Ape- 
ſtle prized as his unvaluable treaſure, in compariſon 
ot which, all other things are but droſs and dung : 
that I may be found in him; not having mine own Righ- 
zeouſneſs, which ts of th: Law, but that which i through 
the Faith of Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs which is of God 
by Faith, That which he ordained, and re- 
warded in the Perſon of our Redeemer, he cannot 
but accept. Now this Righteouſneſs is meritori- 
ouſly imputed only to Believers, For depending ſole- 
ly upon the Will of God as to its being and effects, 
it cannot poſſibly be reckoned to any for their benefit 
and advantage, but in that way which he hath ap- 
pointed. The Lord Chriſt who made Satisfaction, 
tells us, that the benefit of it is communicated onl 
through our Believing. God ſo loved the World, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believes 
ex him ſhould not periſh. As all fins are mortal in re- 
ſpect of their guilt, but death is not actually inflicted 
for them, upon the account of the Grace of the New 
Coyenant: fo all fins are venial in reſpect of the Sa- 


tisfaRion 
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tisfaction made by Chriſt, but they are nor actually 
pardoned, till the performing of the condition to 

which pardon is annext. Faith transfers the guilt 

from the Sinner to the Sacrifice. And this is not an 

a& reſtrained to the underſtanding, but principally 
reſpects the will, by which we acceptor refuſe $al- 
vation. The nature of it is beſt expreſt by the Scrip- || 
ture-phraſe, the rec-iving Chri#h, which reſpetts the Joh-1.12. 4 
terms, upon which God offers him in the Goſpel, zo FR 

be our Prince and Saviour, The ſtate of favour be * nts 
gins upon our conſent to the New Covenant. And 

how reaſonable is the condition it requires 2 how | 
impoſſible is it to be otherwiſe 2 God is reconcilea- | 
ble by the Death of Chriſt, fo that he may exerciſe [: 
Mercy without injury to his Juſtice and Holineſs: He | 
is willing and deſirous to be upon terms of ami- 4 
ty with Men, but cannot be actually reconciled rill || 
they accept of them : for reconcilement is between | 
two, Though God upon the account of Chritt is bl 
made placab:e to the humane nature, which he is 
not to the Angelical in its lapſed ſtate, and hath 
condeſcencel ſo far as to offer conditions of peace W 
to Men, yet they are reconciled at once. That Chriſt Y 
becomcs an effectual Mediator, there muſt be the M 
conſent of both parties. As God hath declared. his 
by laying the puniſhment of our {ins on Chriſt ; fo | 
Man gives his, by ſubmitting to the Law of Faith, 
And the great end of Preaching tie Goſpel is, to 
overcome the obſtinacy of Men, and reconcile them 
ro God, and their happineſs: We are Ambaſſadours Y 
for Chriſt ; and pray youin Chriſts ſtead,to be recon led 2 Cor.5.20. 
to God, With this difference, Chriſt furnitht the 

means, they only bring the meſſage of recorciliati- 

on. Now Men are with difficulty wrought on, to 

comply - 
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comply with the conditions of Pardon by Chriſt, 

1, Upon the account of a legal Temperthat yni- 
verſally 1aclines them to ſeck for 7aſtification by their 
own Works. This is moſt ſuitable to the Law,& light 
of nature ; for the tenour of the firſt Covenant was, 
Do and live. So that the way of Goſpel- Juſtificati- 
on, as'tis ſupernatural in its diſcovery, ſo in its con- 


trariety to Mans Principles. Befides, as Pridefar firſt 


aſpir'd to make Man as God, ſo it tempts him to 
uſurp. the honour of Chriſt to be his own Saviour, 
He is unwilling to ſtoop, that he may drink of the 
Waters of Life. Till the Heart by the weight of 
its guilt is broken in pieces, and looſes its former 
faſhion and figure it will not humbly comply with the 
offer of Salvation for the Merits of another. And 
tis very remarkable, that upon the firſt opening of 
the Goſpel, no Evangelical Doctrine was more dif- 
reliſht by the Jews, than Juſtification by imputed 
Righteouſneſs. The Apoſtle gives this account of 
their oppoſition, that being ignorant of God's Righ- 
teouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh their own Righteouſ- 
neſs they ſubmitted not to the Righteouſneſs of God. 
They were prepoſleſt with this Principle, that Life 
was to be obtained by their works : becauſe the ex- 
preſs condition of the Law was ſo. And miſtakin 

the end of its Inſtitution by Moſes, they ſet the Law 
againſt the Promiſes. For ſince the Fall,.the Law 
was given, not abſolutely to be a Coyenant of Life, 
but with a defign to prepare Men for the Goſpel : 
that upon the ſight of their Guilt, and the Curſe, 
they might have recourſe to the Redeemer, and by 
Faith embrace that Satisfa&tion he hath made for 


them. Chriſt is the end of the Law, for Righteouſ- 


Rome10-4+ # |, to every one that believeth, From the example 


of 
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of the Jews we may ſee how Men are naturally 
affeted. And 'tis worthy ot obſervation, that the 
reformation of Religion took its riſe by the ſame 
controverlie with the Papiſts, by which the Goſpel 
was firſt introduced into the World, For beſides 
innumerable abuſes crept into the Church, the Pco- 
ple were perſwaded that'by 'purchaſing Indulgences, 
they ſhould be ſaved from the Wrath of God. And 
when this darkneſs covered the face of the Earth, 
the zeal of the firſt Reformers broke forth, who,to un- 
deceive the world, clearly demonſtrated from Scrip- 
tures, that Juſtification is alone obtained by a live- 
ly and purifying Faith in the Blood of Chriſt, A 
ſtrong proof that the ſame Goſpel which was firſt 
revealed by the Apoſtles, was revived by thoſe ex- 
cellent Men ; and the ſame Church which was firſt 
built by the Apoſtles, was raiſed out of its ruines by 
them. 

Now the Goſpel,to eradicate this diſpoſition which 
is ſo natural and ſtrong in faln Man, is in nothing 
more clear and expreſs, than in declaring that by the 


- deeds of the Law there ſhall no fl:ſh be juſtified in Gods Rom. 3.10. [| 


fizht. The Apoſtle afſerts without diſtintion, 7hat 
by the Works of the Law FuSlification canmot be obtained; 
whether they proceed from the power of Nature, or 
the Grace of the Spirit. For he argues againſt the 


merit of Works to Juſtification, not againſt the : 
principle from whence they proceed. And where p,, 


he moſt affe&ionarely declares his eſteem of Chriſt, 
and his Righteouſneſs, as the {ole meritorious cauſe 
of his Juſtification, he expreſly rejects h7s own Righ- 


teouſneſs, which is of the Law, By his own Righre- Phil.3 9. 


oaſneſs, he comprehends all the works of the renew- 
cd, as well as natural tate, for they are pertormed 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
by Man, and are adts of Obedience to the Law, 


- which commands perfe& Love to God: Theſe are 


withering leaves that cannot conceal our ſhame, 
when we appear before God in Judgment. Not 
but that good works are moſt pleaſing to him, but 
not for this end,to expiate Sin, We muſt diſtinguiſh 
between their ſubſtance, and the quality that er- 
rour giveth them. The opinion of merit changes 
their nature, and turns Gold into Droſs. And ifour 
real Righteouſneſs, how exact ſoever, cannot abſolve 
us from the leaſt guilt, much leſs can the perfor. 
mance of ſome external actions, though ſpecious in 
appearance, yet not commanded by God, and that 
have no moral value, All the Diſciplines and Seve- 
rities, whereby men think to make Satisfaction to 
the Law, are like a Crown of Straw, tnatdiſhonours 
the Head inſtead of adoming it. Butthat Righteouſ- 
neſs which was. acquired by the Meritorious Suffer- 
ings of Chriſt, and is embraced by Faith, is alſuf- 
cient for our Juſtification. This is as pure as Inno- 
cence, to all the effes of Pardon and Reconciliati- 
on ; this alone ſecures us from the charge of che Law, 
and. the chalenge of Juſtice. Being clothed with 
this, we may enter Heaven, and converſe with the 
pure ſociety of Angels without bluſhing, The 
Saints who now reign in Glory, were not ven who 
lived in. the perfection of Holineſs here below, but 


-, Repenting, Believing Sinners, who are waſhed white 
-in the Blood of the Lamb. 


2. The moſt univerſal hinderance of Mens com- 
plying with the conditions of Pardon by Chriſt, is, 
the predominant love of ſome Luſt. Although 
Men would entertain him as a Saviour to redeem 
them from Hell, yet they reje& him as their Lord, 

Thoſe 


FF 
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Thoſean'the Parable who ſaid, We will not have Luk, 19.14. 


this Man to reign over us, expreſt the inward ſenſe 
and filent:thoughts of all carza/ Men. Many would 
depend on his Sacrifice, yet will not ſubmit to his 
Scepter ; they would have Chriſt to pacifie their 
Conſciences,and the world to pleaſe their Aﬀections, 
Thus they divide between the Offices of Chriſt, his 
Prieſtly and his Regal. They would have Chriſt to 
die for them, but'not to live in them. They divide 
the acts of the fame Office : they lean on his Croſs 
to ſupport them from falling to Hell, but Crucifie 
not one Luſt on"it. They are deſirous he ſhould re- 
concile them to God by his Sacrifice, but not to 


bleſs them, 72 turning them from thetr Iniquities, And aq. 3-26. 


thus in effect they abſolutely refuſe him, and render 
his Death unavailable, For the receiving of Chriſt 
as Mediator in all his Offices, 15 the Condition in- 
_ diſpenſably requiſite to partake of the Benefits of his 

Sufferings. The Relgning up of our ſelves to him 


as our Prince, is as neceſlary an a& of juſtifying | 


Faith, as the Apprehending the Crucified Saviour. 
 Sothat in every real Chriſtian, Faith is the Principle 
of Obedience and Peace, and is as inſeparable from 
Holineſs as from Salvation. 

To conclude this Argument: From hence we may 
ſee, How deſperate the ſtate is of impentitent Unbe- 
lievers. They are cut off from any claim to the 
Benefits of Chriſts Death, The Law of Faith, like 
that of the Medes and Perfians, is unalterable, He 
that believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſee life, Chriſt 
died not to expiate final Infidelity. This is the 
mortal Sin, that aiFually damns, It charges all their 
ovilt upon Sinners: It renders the Sufferings of 
Chriſt fruitleſs and ineffetual to thew, For *tis 


R:x-2: not 
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not the Preparation of a Sovereign Remely thR cures 
the Diſcaſe, but the applying it. As our Sins were 
impated to him, upon the account of his Union with 
us in nature, ana his conſent to be out Surety; ſo 
his Righteouſneſs is zzcr/torioufly imputed to us, up- 
on our Union with him by a lively Faith, The 
man that lookt on the Raizbow, when he was ready 
to be drown'd, what relief was it to him, that God 
had pronuiſed not to drown the world, when ke muſt 
periſh in the waters 2 So though Chriſt hath pur- 
chaſed Pardon for repenting Believers, and 4 Raiz- 
bow encompaſies the Throne of God, the ſign of Recon- 
ciliation, what advantage is this to the Unbeliever, 
who dies in his Sins and drops into the Lake of Fire: 
'Tis not from any detect of Mercy in God, or Righ- 
teouſneſs in Chriſt, but for the obſtinate refuſal of 
' it, that men certainly periſh, This inhances their 
Guilt and Miſery, All the rich expence of Grace 
for their Redemption ſhall be charged upon them, 
The Blood of Chriſt ſhall not be imputed for their 
Ranſom, but for their deeper Damnation : and in- 
ſtead of ſpeaking better things than the Blood of Abel, 
ſhall call louder for Vengeance againſt them than 
that innocent blood which geacht Heaven with its 
voice againſt the Murderer. Briefly, whom ſo pre- 
cious a Sacrifice doth not redeem, they are reſerved 
entire vid#/ms, whole burntOfferings to Divine Ju- 


ſtice. - Every impenitent Unbeliever ſhall be /a/red 
with fire, 


in the Contrivante of Man's Redemption. 309 


CHAP. XVI. 


Of all the Divine Perfedions Holineſs is peculiarly ad 
mirable. The honour of it us ſecured in our Redgmp- 

' tion, Iz the bitter Sufferings of Chriſt God de- 
clared Himſelf unappeaſable to Sin, though appeaſe- 
able to Sinners, The Privil:dges purchaſcd by 
Chriſt, are conveighed upon terms honourable to Ho- 
lineſs. Pardon of Sin, Adoption, the Inheritance 
of Glory are annexed to ſpecial Qualifications in thoſe 
who receive them, The Redeemer i made a quick- 
ening Principle to inſpire us with nw Life, In or- 
der to our SanCtification He hath given us the muſt 
perfect Rule of Holineſs, He exhibited a compleat 
Pattern of it, He purchas d and conveyes the Spi- 
rit of Holineſs tous, He preſents the ſtrongeſt Mo- 
tives zo perſwade 1s to be holy. The perfeit Laws of 
Chriſt are conſidered, as they enjoin an abſolute ſepa- 
ration from all Evil, aud command the praitice of all 
ſubſtantial Goodneſs. Some particular Precepts, 
which the Goſpel eſpecially enforces with the Reaſons. 
of them are conſidered, 


F all the Perfe&ions of the Dezty, none is 
more worthy of his Nature, and fo peculiarly 
admirable as his Infinite Purity. 'Tis the moſt 
ſhining Attribute that derives a luſtre to all the reſt : 
He u glorious in Holineſs, Wiſdom degenerates into 
Craft, Power into Tyranny, - Mercy loſes its nature 
without Holineſs, He ſwears by it as his Supreme 


Exod. 15.15: 


\ Excellency, Once have I ſworn by my Holintſs, IPlal$9.35-. 


wil 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
will not lie unto David, *Tis the moſt vexerable Ar- 
tribute, in the Praiſe whereof the Harmony of Hea- 
ven agrees. The Angels and Saints above are re- . 
preſented, expreſſing their extaſy and raviſhment ar 
the beauty of Holineſs. . Holy, _ Holy # the 
Lord of Hoſts, the whole Earth u full of his Glory, 
This He only loyes and values in the Creature, being 


the Impreſſion of his moſt Divine and amiable 


Perfection. Inferiour Creatures have a reſem- 
blance of other Divine Attributes: The Winds and 
Thunder ſet forth God's Power, the firmneſs of the 
Rocks, and the incorruptibility of the Heavens are 
an obſcure repreſentation of his Unchangeableneſs , 
but Holineſs, that is the moſt Orient-Pearl in the 
Crown of Heaven, only ſhines in the reaſonable 
Creature. Upon this account Man only is ſaid to be 
formed after his 6p. And in Men there are 
ſome appearances of the Deity, that do nor entitle 
to his ſpecial Love. In Princes there is a ſhadow of 
his Sovereignty, yet they may be the objets of his 
difpleaſure; but a likeneſs to God in Holineſs atradts 
his Eye and Heart, and infinitely endears the Crea- 


ture to him, Now this Attribute is in a ſpecial-man- 


ner provokt by Mans fin, and we are reſtored to the 
favour and friendſhip of God, in ſuch a manner, as 
may preſerve the Honour of it intire and inviola- 
ble. 

This will fully appear by conſidering what our 
Redeemer ſuffered = the purchaſing our Pardon, 
and the terms upon which the precious Benefits of 
his Death are conveied to us, and what he hath 
done to reſtore our loſt Holineſs, that we may be 
qualified for the enjoyment of God. 

I. God's Infinite Purity is declared in his Juſtice, ' 


in 
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in that He would not-pardon Sin but upon ſuch terms 


_ as might fully demonitrate how odious *twas to him. 
_ Whatinflam'd the Wrath of God againſt his Belo- 
ved Son, whom by: a'voice from Heaven he declared 
to be the object of his delight « What made Him in- 
exorable' to: his: Prayers andi Tears, when He folli- 
cited the Divine Power and Love, the Attributes 
that relieve' the miſerable, crying, Abba, Father, all 
things are poſſible to thee, let thu Cup paſs from me 
What made him ſuſpend all comforting Influences, 
and by a dreadful Deſertion aftiit him when he was 
environ'd with Sorrows 2 *Tis Sin only that cauſed 
this fierce diſpleaſure, not ;mherent, (for the Meſſiah 
was cut off but not for himfelf, ) but imputed by his 
voluntary undertaking for us. God ſo loved the 
World, and ſo: hated Sin, that He gave his Son to 
purchaſe: our Pardon by Sufferings. When his 
Compaſſions to Man were at the higheſt, yet then 
his: axtipathy- againſt Sin was ſo ſtrong, that no leſs 
Sacriftce could: reconcile Him tous. Thus God de- 
clared himſelf to: be unappeafable to Sin, though 
not to Sinners, 

2. The Priviledges that are purchaſed by our 
Redeemers Sufferings, are diſpenſt upon thoſe terms 
which are honourable to Gods Holineſs. I will in- 
ſtance inthe zhree great Benefits of the Evangelical 
Covenant. The Pardon of Sin, Adoption into 
God's Family, and the Inheritance of Glory. All 
which are conditional, and annext to ſpecial Qnali- 
fications in the perſons who have a title to them. 

1. The Death of Chriſt is beneficial to Pardon 
and Life, only to thoſe who repent and believe. 
The Holy God will by no means ſpare the guilty, 
that is, declare the guilty innocent, or forgive an 
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incapable ſubje&t. All the Promiſes of Grace and 
Mercy are with reſpe& to Repcntance from dead 
works, and toa lively Faith. The Sox of God i 
made a Prince and a Saviour, to give Repentauce and 
Remiſſion of Sins, And the Apoſtle tells us, That 
being juſtified by Faith, we have peace with God, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, The firſt includes a 
cordial grief tor Sins paſt, and ſincere effectual Re- 
ſolutions to forſake them ; and hath a neceſſary 


_—- conjunction with Pardon,as by vertue of the Divine 


Command, ſo from a condecexcy and fitneſs with 
reſpec to God the giver of Pardon, and to the qua- 
lity of the Blefling it felf, The other Qualifcati- 
cn is Faith, to which Juſtification is in a ſpecial 
manner attributed, not in reſpect of Efficiency or 
Merit, for the Mercy of God upon the account of 
Chriſts Satisfaction is the ſole Cauſe of our Par- 
don ; but as a woral inſtrument, that is the Condi- 
tion upon which God abſolves Man irom his guilt, 
And this Grace of Faith as it reſpe&s entire Chriſt 
in all his Offices, ſo it contains the Seed and fir/# Life 
of Evangelical Obedience, It crucifies our Luſts, 
overcomes the World, works by Love, as well as 
juſtifies the perſon by relying on the Merits of Chriſt 
tor Salvation, | 

2 Adoption into Gods Family ( the purchaſe 
of Chriſt's Meritorious Sufferings, who Redeem- 
ed us from the Servitude of Sin and Death) is 
conterr'd upon us in Regeneration, For this 
Prerogative conſiſts not meerly in an Extrinfick 
Relat.on to God , and a title to the Eternal In- 
heritance ; but in our participation of the Divine 
Nature, whereby we are the living ] mages of Gods 
Holineſs. Civil Adoption gives the title, but not 


the 
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the reality of a Son ; But the Divine is efficacious, 
and changes us into the real likeneſs of our Heaven- 
ly Father, We cannot enter into this ſtate of Fa- 
vour, but upon our cleanſing from all Impurity: 
Be ſeparate from the pollutions of the profane world, and 2 Cor.g.17. 
[ will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and 
ge ſhall be my Sons and Daughters, ſaith the Lord Al- 
michty, Theſe are the indiſpenſable terms upon 
which we are received into that honourable Alliance, 
None can enjoy the Priviledge, but thoſe that yield 
the Obedience of Children. 

. Holineſs is the Conditionon which our future 
Bleſſedneſs depends. EleQting Mercy doth not pro- 
duce our Glorification immediately, but begins in 
our Yocation and Juſtification, which are the inter- 
mediate Links in the Chain of Salvation, As 1Va- 
tural Cauſes work on a diſtant objed?, by paſſing 
through the medium. God firſt gives Grace, then 1 
Glory. The everlaſting Covenant that is ſealed by is 
the Blood of Chriſt, eitabliſhes the connexion be- 
tween them. Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they Mat-5.8. 
ſhall ſee God, The excluſion of all others is per- 
emptory and univerſal: Without Holineſs xo May 
ſhall ſee the Lord, The Righteouſneſs of the Kingdom xz, 1 14 
is the only way of entring into it. A tew good actions 
ſcattered in our lives, are not availeable, but a. 
courſe of Obedience brings to Happineſs, Thoſe So0m-2: 7- 
who by patient continuance in well-doing, ſeek for Glory, 
and Honour, and Immortality, ſhall inherit eternal life. 
This is not a mere poſitive Appointment, but 
grounded on the unchangeable reſpect of things. 
There is a rat/onal convenience between Holineſs and 
Happineſs, according to the Wiſdom and Goodneſs 


of God, and 'tis expreſt in Scripture by the natural 
Sf relation 


3'4 
Gri,6:7- 
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relation of the Seed to the Harveſt, both as to the 
quality and meaſure, I hat a man ſows that ſhall he 
reap, We muſt belike God in purity, before we can 
be ia fclicity. Indeed,*twould be a diſparagement to 
Gods Holineſs, and pollute Heaven it ſelf, to re- 
ceive unſanctified Perſons as impure as thoſe in Hell, 
'Tis equally impoſſible for the Creature to be happy 
without the favour of the Holy God, and for God 
to communicate His favour to the ſinful Creature. 
Briefly, according to the Law of Faith, no wicked 
Perſon hath any right to the Satisfaction Chriſt 
made, nor to the Inheritance he purchaſed for Be. 
Lievers. 

3. Man in his corrupt ſtate is deprived of Spiritual 
Life, ſo that till he is revived by ſpecial Grace, he 
can neither obey nor enjoy God. Now the Redeemer 
is made a quickning Principle to inſpire us with new 


_ life, 


In order to our Sanctification he hath done four 
things. 


Firs, He hath given to us the moſt perfe& Laws 
as the Rule of Holineſs. | 


Secozxaly, He exhibited the moſt compleat Patern 
of Holineſs in his Life upon the Earth. 

Thirdly, He purchaſ'd and conveyes the Spirit of 
Holineſs, to renew, and to enable us for the per- 
formance of our Duties. 

Foxrthly, He hath preſented the ſtrongeſt induce- 
ments and motives to perſwade us to be Holy. 

Firs, He hath given to Men the moſR perte&t 
Laws as the rule of Holineſs. The principal parts 


Mae 1016,17- of the Holy Lite,are ceaſing from evil,and the doing well, 


Now the Commands of Chriſt refer to the purifying 
of us from ſin, andthe adorning us with all Graces 


"--Ffor 
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for the diſcharge of our univerſal Duty, | 
1, They enjoyn a real and abſolute ſeparatien, from , 6 = ; 
all filthineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit. The cutward and 
inward Man muſt be cleanſed not only trom Pollu- 
tions of a deeper dy, but from all Carnality and 
Hypoctilte, The Grace of God that brings Salvation , Titx1.12 
hath appeared to all Men, teaching them to deny unged- 
lin:ſs, and worldly Lufts. All thoſe irregular and 
impetuous deſires which are raiſed by worldly Ob- 
jects, Honours, Riches, and Pleaſures, and reign 1Joh-2-16, 
in worldly Men, Pride, Covetouſneſs and Volup- 
cuouſneſs. The Goſpel is moſt clear, full, and ve- 
hement, for the true and inward Mortification of 
the whole body of corruption, of every particular 
_ darling ſin. It commands us zo pluck out the right eye, Mat.s. 
and tocut off the right hand : That is,to part with cve- 
ry grateful and gainful luſt, It ubliges us to cynci- Gal.s, 2411. 
fie the F leſh, with the affections and luſts, Humane 
Laks regard External actions as prejudicial to Soci- 
cties : but thoughts and reſolutions thar break not 
forth into a&;, are not within the Juriſdiction of the 
Magiſtrate. But the Law of Chriſt reforms the po- 
wers of the Soul, and_all the moſt ſecret and inward 
motions that depend upon them, It forbids the firſt 
irregular defires of the carnal appetite. We muſt 
hate ſin in all its degrees, ſtrangle it in the birth, 
deſtroy it in the conception. We are enjoyned to fly 
the appearances and acceſſes of evil ; what ever is 
of a {uſpitious nature, and not fully conſiſtent with 
the purity of the Goſpel, and what ever invites to 
ſin and expoſes us to the power of it, becomes vici- 
ous and muſt be avoided. That glorious paricy, that 
ſhall adorn the Church when our Redeemer preſents 
it without ſpot or. wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, every Eencl.5-27- 
S{-2 Chriſtia 
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Chriſtian muſt aſpire to in this Life. In ſhort, rhe 
Goſpel commands us 7o bz Holy as God # Holy, who 
is infiritcly diſtant from the leaſt concervable pollu- 
tions 

2+ The Precepts of Chriſt contain all ſolid ſyb- 
ſtantial goodneſs, that is eſſentially neccſſary in 
order to our ſupreme Happineſs, and prepares us 
for the Life of Heaven. In his Sermon on the Mount, 
He commends to us Humility, Meekneſs, and Mer- 
cy, Peaceableneſs and Patience, and doing good for 
evil, which are ſo many beams of Gods Image, the 
refletions of his Goodneſs upon intelligent Crea- 
tures. And that comprehenfhve precept of the Apo- 
{tle deſcribes the Duties of all Chriſtians : whatſoever 
things are true; Truth 1s the principal character of our 
proteſſion, and 1s to be expreſt inour Words and 
Actions : whatſoever things are honeſt, or venerable, 


thatis anſwer the dignity of our High-calling, and 


agree with the gravity and comelineſs of the Chriſti- 
an profeſſion : whatſoever things are juſt according to 
Divine and Humane Laws : whatſoever things are 
pure, we mult preſerve the Heart, the Hand, the 
Tongue, the Eye from impurity ; whatſcever things 
are lovely and of good report, ſome Graces are amiable 
and attractive in the view of Men, as caſineſs to par- 
don, a readineſs to oblige, compaſſion to the afflicted, 
liberality to the neceſlitous, ſweetneſs of converſati- 
on without gall and bitterneſs: theſe are of uniyer- 
{al eſteem with mankind, and foften the moſt ſavace 
tempers. If there be any Vertue, and if there be any 
Praiſe think on theſe things, And St, Peter excites 
Believers, to joyn to their Faith, by which the Gol. 
pel of Chriſt is embrac't, Intelleual a:4d Moral 
ve.tues, without which *cis but a vain ricture of 


Chriftiani- 
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Chriſtianity, Add to your Faith Vertu?, and toVer- 2 Pct. 1. 57 
to: Knowledge, and to Knowlede Temperance, and to 
Temperance Fatience, and to Patience Godlineſs, and 
to Godlin:f brotherly kindneſs, and to Brotherly kinn:i 
Charity. He enforces the command, give all di/'pence . 
that theſe things abound in you, and ye ſhall neither be 
barren, nor unfruitful in the Knowledge of Chriſt, Now 
theſe Graces puritte and perfect, refine and ra ſe the 
humane nature, and withour a Command their Go0d- 
neſs is a ſtrong obligation, 

I will take a more diſtin view of the Precepts- 
of Chriſt as they are ſet down in that excellent 
abridgement of them by the Apoſtle. The Grace of Tit.2.11,12 
God that bringeth-Sakuation hath appeared to all Men, 
teaching us that denying ungodiin?ſs anl worldly lufts, 
we ſhould live Soberly, Right-onfly, and Godly in this: 
preſent world, 

Here is adiſtribution of our duties with reſpe&t- 
to their ſeveral Objects, our ſelves, others, and God. 
The firſt are regulate by Temperance, the ſecond 
by Juſtice, the third by 'Godlineſs, And from the 
accompliſhment of theſe is formed that Holineſs 
without which no man ſhall ſee God. 

I. In reſpect to ourſelves ; we muſt live ſober- 
ly. Temperance governs the ſenſual appetites and 
affeftions by ſanCtified reaſon. The Goſpel.allows 
the ſober and chaſt uſe of pleaſures, but abſolutely 
and ſeverely forbids all exceſs in thoſe that are law- 
ful, and abſtinence from all that are unlawtul, that 
ſtain & vilify the Soul, and alicnace it from converſe- 
with God, and mortifie its luſt to ſpiritual delights. 
By ſenſual complacency Man firſt loſt his Innocence 
and Happineſs, and till the fleſh is ſubdued to the 
ſpirit, he can never recover them, The carnal mind is. 
E73/2h, -» 
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enmity againſt God. I leſily luſts war againlt the Soul. 
Therefore we are urgcd with the moſt affeQionate 
earneſtneſs, to ab#tain from thrm, by withdrawing 
their incentives, and crucifying our corrupt inclina- 
tions. In ſhort, the Law of Chriſt obliges us, as to 
deal with the body as an enemy, (that is diſpoſed to 
revolt againſt the Spirit) by watching over all our 
ſcnſes, leſt they ſhould betray us to temptations, ſo 
to preſerve it as a thing conſecrated to God, from 
all impurity, that will render it unworthy the ho- 
nour of being the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, 

2, We are commanded to live Righteoufly, in 
our relation to others. Juſtice is the ſupreme Vir- 
tue of hamane Life, that renders to every one what 
is due, The Goſpel gives rules tor Men in every 
ſtate and place, to do what Reaſon requires, As 
no condition is excluded from its Bleſſednefs, ſo eve- 
ry one is obliged by its Precepts: Subjets are com- 
manded to obey all the lawful commands of Autho- 
rity, and z0t reſiſt , and that upon the ſtrongeſt 
motive xot onely for Wrath, but for Conſcience, 
They muſt obey Man for Gods ſake, but never diſ- 
obey God for Mans ſake. And Princes are obliged to 
be an encouragement togood Works, and a terror to the 
evil ; that thoſe who are under them may lead a quict 
and a peaceable life, in al Godlineſiand Honeſty, It in- 
joynes all the reſpective duties of Husbands, and 
Wives, Parents, and Children, Maſters and Ser- 
vants, And that in all contracts and commerce 
none deſrands his Brother : accordingly in the eſteem 
of Chriſtians, he is more religious who is more righ- 
teous than others. Briefly, Chriſtian righteouſneſs is 
not to be meaſured by the rigor of Laws, but by thar 
rule of univerſal Equity deiivercd by our Saviour, 


What- 
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Whatſoever ye would have others ao to yeu, do it to them, Mat7.12. 

3. Weare inſtructed by the Law of Chritt to live 
Godly, This part of our duty refpe&ts our appre- 
henſftons, aftetions and demeanour to God, which 
muſt be ſtable to his Glorious perfe&tions. The 
Goſpel hath revealed them clearly to us, viz, the 
_ Unity, Simplicity, Eternity and Purity of the Di- 
vine Nature, that it ſubliſts in three Perſons, the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Spirit, and his Wiſdom Power and 
Goodneſs in the Work of our Redemption. Tt 
requires that we pay the ſpecial Honour that is 
due to God, in the eſteem and veneration of our 
Minds, in the ſubje&ion of our Wills, in the al 
ſent of our Aﬀections to him as their proper object. 
That we have an intire Faith in his Word, a firm 
Hope in his Promiſes, a Holy Jealouſie for his Ho- 
nour, a Religious care in his Service, And that we 
expreſs our reverence, love, and dependance on him 
in our Prayers and Praiſes. That our Worſhp of 
Him be in ſucha manner, as becomes God who re- 
ceives it,and Man that preſents it, God is a pure 
Spirit , and Man is a reaſonable Creature, zhere- 
fore he muſt worſhip him in Spirit and Truth, And 
ſince Man in his fallen State cannot approach the 
Holy and Juſt God without a Mediator, he is direct - 
ed by the Goſpel to addreſs himſelfto the Throwe of 
Grace, in the name of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, who alone 
can reconcile our Perſons, and render our Services 
acceptable with his Father, 

Beſides the immediate ſeryice of the Deity, God- 
lineſs includes the propenſion and tendency of the 
Soul to him in the whole converſation, and it con- 
tains three things, - | 

I, That our Obedience.proceeds from love « 

| : God. 
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Gcd as its vital Principle. This muſt warm and ani- 
mate the external action : this alone makes Obedi- 
ence as delightful to us, ſo pleaſing to God, He 
Exod.c.6. ſhews Mercy to thoſe who love him, and keep his Com- 
mandments, Faith works by Lowe, and enclines the 
<ul to obey with the ſame Aﬀection, that God en- 
joins the Precept. | 
| _ 2. Tharall our Converſation be regulated by his 
Will as the Rule, He iis our Father and Sovereign, 
and the reſpe&t to his Law gives to every ation 
the formality ot Obedience, We muſt chooſe our 
Duty becauſe he commands it. WWhatſoever ye do in 
word, or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Feſus, that 
is, for his command, and by his aſſiſtance. 

3- That the Glory of God be the ſupreme End 
of all our Aftions. This Qualification muſt adhere 
not only to neceſſary Duties, but to our natural 

and civil Aﬀtions, Our light muſt ſo ſhine before men, 

Mat. 516» h | h | A j- E / k F : 
\ Cor. 10.31 774 They may ſee our goo works, ana glorifie our F'a 
ther which is ina Heaven, Whether we eat or drink, or 
whatſoever we do, all muſt be done in a regular, and duc 

proportion to the Glory of God, A general Deſignation 

1 VPete4+H1* of this is abſolutely requiſite, and the renewing of 
our intentions aually in matters of moment. For 

He being the ſole Author of our Lives and Happi- 

1 Cor.6.19: neſs, we cannot without extream ingratitude and diſ- 


"oy obedience, neglect to glorifie Him in our Bodies and 
Spirits which are his, 

This Religious tendency of the Soul toGod, as 
the Supreme Lord and our utmoſt End, ſanctifies 
our Actions, and gives an excellency to them above 
waat is inherent in their own nature. Thus mural 

FIev.13-16+ Duties towards Men, when they are directed to God, 
become Divine, Atts of Charity are ſo many Sa- 


cred 
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cred Oblations to the Deity. Men are but the 
Altars upon which we lay our Preſents, God rec- 
ccives them, asif immediatly offer'd to his Majeſty, 
and conſumed to his Honour. Such was the charit 
of the Philippians towards the relief of the Apoſtle, 
which he calls 4z odour of a ſweet ſmell, 4 Sacrifice Phi] 
11.4.1$, 
acceptable, well pleaſing to God, The ſame Bounty 
was an ad of Compaſſion to Man, and Devotion to 
God. This changes the nature of the meaneſt and 
moſt troubleſome things. What was more vile and 
harſh than the employment of a Slaye, yet a reſpe&t 
to God makes it a Religious Service, that is the moſt 
noble & voluntary of all humane Actions. For the Be- 
liever addreſſing his ſervice to Chrift, and the Infidel Ephec.6. 5. 
only to his Maſter,he doth chearfully what the other 
doth by conſtraint,and adorns the Goſpel of God our Sa- I 2+ 10- 
viour as truly, as if he were in a higher condition. 
All Vertues are of the ſame deſcent and family, 
though in reſpec of the matter about which they 
are converſant, and their exerciſe they are different, 
Some are heroical, ſome are humble, and the loweſt 
being conducted by Love to God in the meaneſt 
offices, ſhall have an eternal Reward. In ſhort, 
Piety is-the principle and chief ingredient of Righ- 
teouſneſs and Charity to Men. For fince God is 
the Author of our common Nature, and the relations 
whereby we are united one to another, tis neceſſary 
chat a regard to him ſhould: be the firſt, and have an 
influence upon All other Duties. 
I ſhall further conſider ſome particular Precepts, 
which the Goſpel doth eſpecially enforce upon us, 
and the Reaſons of them. 
1. That concerning Humility, the peculiar Grace 
of Chriſtians, ſo becoming our ſtate as CrSBe 
{ oF « an 
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and Sinners, the parent and nurſe of other Graces, 
that preſerves in us the light of Faich, and the heart 
of Love; that procures Modeſty in Proſperity, and 
Patience in Adverſity ; that is the root of Gratitude 
and Obedience, and 13 fo lovely in God's eyes, that 
He gives Grace to th> Humble: This our Saviour 
makes a neceſſary qualification in all thoſe who ſhall 
entcr into his Kingdom ; Except y2 be converted and 
becoms as little children, 3: ſhall net enter into the King- 
dons of Heaven, As by Humility he purchas'd our 
Salvation, ſo by that Grace we poſle(s it. And fince- 
Pride ariſes out of Ignorance, the Goſpel to cauſein 
us a juſt and lowly fenſe of our unworthinels, difco- 
vers the nakedneſs and miſery of the humane Nature, |} 
deveſted of irs primitive Righteouſneſs, Tt reveals. | 
the 7ranſmiſſion of Original Sin, from the firſ# Man to 
all his Poſterity, wherewith they are infected and 
debaſed ; a Myſtery ſo far from our knowledg, that 
the participation of it ſeems impoſſible, and unjuſt 
to carnal Reaſon. We are dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes, 
without any. Spiritual ſtrength to pertormour Duty. 
The Goſpel aſcribes all that is good in Man to the 
free and powerful Grace of God, He works in us to 
will and to do of his good pleaſure; He gives Grace to 
ſome becauſe He he is Good, denies it to others be- 
cauſe He is Juſt, but doth injury to none, becauſe 
all being guilty, He owes it to. none, Grace in 
its being and activity entirely depends upon Him, 
As the drowſte Sap is drawn forth into flouriſhing 
and iraitfulnefs by the approaches of the Sun; ſo 
habitual Grace is drawn forth into at# by the preſence 
and influences of the Sun of Righteouſneſs. With- 
out me, our Saviour tells his Diſciples, ye can do no- 
thing. T have laboured more abundantly than th:y all, 


faith 
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m:, The operations of Grace are ours, but the 


Power that enables us is from God. Our preſer- | 


vation: from Evil, and perſeverance in Good, is a 
moſt free unmerited Favour, the effe&t of his renew- 
ed Grace in the courle of our Lives. Without his 
ſpecial aſſiſtance, we ſhould every hour forſake Him, 
and provoke Him to forſake us. As the Iron can- 
not aſcend or hang in the Air longer than the virtue 
of the Loadſtone draws it; So our Aﬀetions can- 
not aſcend to thoſe glorious things that are above, 
without the continually attrating Power of Grace, 
'Tis by humble Prayer wherein we acknowledg our 
wants and unworthineſs, and declare our depen- 
dance upon the Divine Mercy and Power, that we 


obtain Grace, Now from theſe Reaſons the Goſpel . 


commands Humility, in our demeanor towards God 
and Men. And if we ſeriouſly conſider them, how 
can any creviſe be opened in the heart for the leaſt 
breath of Pride to enter « How can a poor diſeaſed 
wretch that hath neither Money, nor can by any 
induſtry procure nouriſhment, or Phylick for his 
deadly Diſeaſes, and recefves from a merciful per- 
ſon not only Food, but Soveraign Medicines brought 
from another World ( for ſuch 1s the Divine Grace 
ſent tous from Heaven) without his deſert, or poſ- 
ſibility of retribution, be proud towards his Bene- 
factor « How can -he that only lives upon Alms, 
boaſt that he is rich * How can a Creature be proud 
of the Gifts of God, which it cannot poſſeſs without 
Humility, and without acknowledging that they 
are derived from Mercy 7 If we had continued in our 
Integrity, the praiſe of all had been entirely due to 
God , For our Faculties and the excellent diſpolt- 
FEr2 tions 
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tions that fitted them for action, were beſtowed upon 
us freely by Him, and depended upon his Grace in 
their exerciſe, ' But there is now greater reaſon to . 
attribute the Glory of all our goodneſs ſolely to him: 
for He revives our dead Souls by the infuſion of 
Grace, without which we are fo every good work re- 
provate, Since all our Spiritaal Abilities are Gra... 
ces, the more we have received the. more we are. 
obliged, and therefore thould be more humble and 
thankful to the Author of them. And in comparing 
our ſelves with others, the Goſpel forbids all proud. 
reflections upon our ſelves as dignified above 
them, For who maketh thee to drffer from another *: 
And what haſt thou that thou diaſt not receive? And if 
thou didſt receive it, why deft thou glory, as if thou haiſt 


. pot.xeceivedit 2 It God diſcern one from another by 


ſpecial gifts, the Man hath nothing of his own that. 
makes Pin excellent. Although inherent Graces 
command a. refpe& from others to the Perſon in 
wliom they ſhine, yet he that poſſeſſes them ought 
rather to conſider himſelf in thoſe qualities that are 
natural, and make him like the worſt, than in thoſe 
that are divine, procceding from the ſo/e Favour of 
God; -and that exalt him aboye them, 

Add further, that God hath ordained in the. 
Goſpel Repentance, and Faith, which are humbling 
Graces,to be the conditions of our obtaining Pardon. 
By Repentance we .acknowledge that if we are con-.- 
demned, *tis juſt ſeverity, and if we are Saved *tis. 
rich Mercy. And Faith. abſolutely excludes boaſt- 
ing. For it ſuppoſes the Creature guilty, and re- 
ceives Pardon from the Sovereign Grace of God, up- 
on the account of our Crucified Redeemer. The 
benefit, and the manner of our receiving it was ty- 


pified 
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pifted 'in the miraculous cure of the Iſraelites by 
looking up to the Braſen Serpent. For the act*of 
ſeeing is performed by receiving the Images which 
are. dexived from the objects : *tis rather a Paſſion 
then an Action , that it might appear that the heal- 
ing Virtue was meerly from the Power of God, and 
the Honor of it intirely his. In ſhort, God had rc- 
ſpect to the lowlineſs .of this Grace, in appointing 
itto be the qualification of a Juſtified perſon : for 
the moſt.firm reliance on Gods Mercy, is alwayes 
joyned with the ſtrongeſt renvuncing of our own Me- | 
. Fits. Briefly, to excite humility in us, the Goſpel tells- 
_ us, that the Glorious reward is from rich bounty and ' 
liberality. The gift of God i Eternal Life through Fe- Ro. 5.23+ 
ſres Chriſt our Lord,. As the Election of us to Glory, 
ſo the actual poſleſſton of . it proceeds from: pure 
Favour. There is no more-proportion 'betwcen all 
our Services and that High and Eternal telicity ; 
than between the running a few ſteps, and the obtain- 
ing an Imperial Crown, Indeed not only Heaven, 
but. all the Graces that. are neceſſary to purity and 
prepare us for.it, we receive from. undeferved 
Mercy. . So that. God crowns in us-not- our proper. 
Works, but his own proper Gifts... | 

2, The Goſpel ſtrictly commands Self-denial; 
when the Honor of God and Region is concern'd.' 
Jeſus tells his Diſciples, If any Maz will come after \1;t.16.24; 
me,let him deny himſelf, and take up his Croſs and follow 
me. Life and all the endearments of it, Eſtates, 
Honours, Relations, Pleaſures muſt be -put under 
our feet, to take the firſt ſtep with our Redeemer.. 
This is abſolutely neceſfary to the being of a Chriſti- 
an, In the preparation of his. mind and the reſoluti- 
on of his will, hejuſt live a Martyr, and whenſo- 
EVET': 
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ever his duty requires, he muſt break all the Reting- 
cyla Vite, the voluntary bands that faſten us to 
the World and die a Martyr, rather than ſuffer a di- 
vorce tobe made between his Keart and Chriſt. 
Whatſoever is moſt eſteem'd and loy'd in theworld, 
muſr be parted with as a ſnare, if it tempts us'from 
our Obedience ; or offered up as a Sacrifice, when 
the Glory of God calls for it, And this command 
that appears ſo hard to ſenſe, is moſt juſt and reaſon- 
able. For God hath by ſo many titles a right tous, 
that we ought to make an intire Dedication of our 
{elves and our moſt valuable intereſ:s to him. Our 
Redeemer infinitely .denied himſelf to ſave us, and 
tis moſt juſt we ſhould in gratitude deny our ſelves 
to ſerve him. Belſides,an infinite advantage redounds 
tous : for our Saviour aſſures us, that whoſoever will 


Mat.16-2. ſave his life when "tis inconſiſtent with the performance 


of his duty, ſhall loſe it , and whoſoever will boſe his 
life for his ſake, ſhall find it. Now what is more pru- 
dent,than of two evils rhat are propounded to chooſe 


the leaſt? thatis, Temporal Death,rather than Eter- 


nal; and of twogoods that are offered to our choice, 
to prefer the greater, a Life in Heaven, before that 
on the Earth, Eſpecially it we conſider that we 
muſt ſhortly yeeld the preſent life to the infirmities 
of Nature, and'is the richeſt traffick to exchange 


that which is frail and mortal. for that which remains 
in its perfection for ever. 


3. The Goſpel enjoyns Univerſal Love among 


Rom. 13-14- Men. This is that fire which Chriſt came to kindle upon 


the Earth ; tis the abridgment of all Chriſtian per- 
perfection, the tulfilling of the Divine Law, for all 
the particular Precepts are in ſubſtance, Love, He 
that Loves his Neighbor will have a tender regard to 


his 
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his Life, Honour and Eſtate, which is the ſum of 
the ſecond Table. The extent of our Loye 
muſt be to all that partake of the fame common 
nature, The univerſal conſanguinity between Men 
ſhould: make us regard them as our allies. Every 


Man that wants our help is our Neighbour. Do good to Lijk. 19.36. 
all, is the command of the Apoitle. For thequality Gl. 6 10. 
of our Love it muſt be unfeigned without difſimalation, 1 P<t-1-22. 
The Image of it in Words witnout real Effects, 20:N» 12. 95 


provokes the Divine diſpleaſure: tor as all talſhood 
is odious to the God of Truth, ſo eſpecially the 
counterfeiting of Charity, that is the imprefſion of 
his Spirit, and the ſeal of his Kingdom. A linczre 
pure affection, that rejoyces at the good, and reſents 
the evils of others as our own, and expreſſes it ſelf 


in all real Offices, not for our private reſpects, but - 


their benefit,is required of us. And as to the degree 
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of our Love, we are commanded above all thinzs to 1Pet. 4.9. 


have fervent Charity among our ſefves., This princi- 


Father, and joynt-Heirs of the ſame Glorious Inheri- 
tance.Chriſtian Charity hath a more noble Principle 
than the aftections of nature, for it proceeds from the 
Love of God ſhed abroad in Believers, tomake them 
one Heart and one Soul, and a more Divine pattern, 
which is the Example. of Chriſt, Who hathby his 
Sufferings reſtored us to the Favour of God, that we 
ſhould Love one another, as He hath Loved vs. . 
This Duty is moſt ſtricty injoyn'd, tor without 
Love, Angelical Eloquence is but an empty noiſe, * 
and all other Virtues have but a falſe luſtre , Pco- 
phelie, Faith, Knowledge, Miracles, the higheſt ke 
ward. . 


Toft <5 tantd 


pally reſpe&s Chriſtians, who are united by ſo many 7,;p;.,, we. . 
ſacred and amiable bands, as-being formed of the ms chars 


| 1 & VB l, . 
ſame Eternal Seed, Children of the fame Heavenly 1. * 


Cor. [2 
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ward Acts of Charity or Selt-denial,thegiving our E- 
ſtares to the Poor,or Bodies to Martyrdom.,are neither 


pleaſing to God,nor profitable to him that does them, 


Beſides, That ſpecial branch of. Love. the for- 
giving of Injuries, 'is the peculiar Precept of our 
Saviour, For the whole World conſents to the 
returning evil for evil. The vicious. Love of our 


ſelves makes us- very ſenſible, and according to our 


preverſe judgments to revenge an injury, ſecms as 
Juſt as to requite a benefit, -From hence revenge is 
che moſt Rebellious and Obſtinate Paſlicn, An Of- 


fence remains as a thorn in the mind, that inflames 


and rorments it, till 'tis appeaſed by a vindication, 


'*Tis more difficult to overcome the Spirit then to gain 
.a Battel, Weare apt to revolvein our thoughts in- 


juries that have been done to us, and after a lon 

diſtance of time the memory repreſents them as freſh 
as at the firſt, Now the Goſpel commands a hearty 
and intire forgiveneſs of injuries, though repeated 


never ſo often zo ſeventy ſever times, We mult not 


only quench the Fire of Anger,but kindle the Fire of 
Love towards our greateſt Enemies. I ſay unto you, 
Love your Enemies, Bleſs them that Curſe you, do good 
to them that hate you, Pray for them which fey 
uſe you, and Perſecute you. This is urged rom the 
conſideration of God's forgivinz us, who being infi- 
nitely provoked, yet pardons innumerable faults tv 
us, moved only by his Mercy. And how reaſonable 
is it that we ſhould at his command remir a few faults 
to our Brethren * Toextinguiſh the ſtrong inclina- 
tion that is in corrupt Nature to revenge, our Sa- 
viour hath ſuſpended the Promiſe of Pardon to us 
upon our pardoning others, For if ye forgive m2u 
their treſpaſſes, your Heavenly Father will alſo for- 


give 
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give you, But if ye forgive.mot their treſpaſſes, neither 
will _u Father forgive your treſpaſſes. He that is 
cruel to another cannot expect Mercy, but in every 


Prayer to God jndites himſelf, and virtually pro- ' 


nounces his own Condemnation, 


4- The Goſpel enjoins Contentment in every 
ſtate, which is our great Duty and Felicity, mainly 


influential upon our whole lite, to prevent both Sin 


Oo 
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and Miſery, Be content with ſuch things as you have, Hcb.3.s 
2.5, 


for he hath ſaid, I will never leave thee, nor forſake 


thee, Ir forbids all Murmurings againſt Providence, 
which is the feed of 'Rebellion, and all anxious 


thoughts concerning things future, Take 0 thought 1; POO 


for to morrow, we (ſhould not anticipate evils, by our 

apprehenſions and fears, they come faſt enough ; 
Sufficient for the day is the evil thereof, Our corrupt 
Deſires are vaſt and reſtleſs as the Sea, and when 
contradicted they betray us to Diſcontent and Diſ- 
obedience. The Goſpel therefore retrenches all in- 
ordinate Aﬀections, and vehemently condemns Co- 
vetouſneſs, as a Vice not to be »amed among Saints 
but with abhorrency. Itdiſcovers to us moſt clearly, 


that temporal things are not the materials of our 


Happineſs. For the Son of God voluntarily denied 
himſelf the enjoyment of them. Andas the high- 
eſt Stars are ſo much diſtant from an Eclipſe, as they 
are above the Shadow of the Earth; ſo the Soul that 
in its eſteem and delires is above the world, its 
brightneſs and joy cannot be darkened or eclipſed 
\ by any accidents there. The Goſpel forbids all 
vain Sorrows, as well as vain Pleaſures, and diſtin- 
guiſhes real Godlineſs from an appearance, by con- 
rentment as its inſeparable Character, Goalzneſs with 
Content is great gain. When we arc in the ſaddeſt 
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circumſtances, our Saviour commands us to poſſeſs 
our Souls in Patience, to preſerve a calm Conſtitution 
of Spirit, watch no ſtorms from without can dif- 
compoſe. For this end he aſſures us that nothiug 
comes to paſs without the Knowledge and Efficien- 
Cy, or at leait, Permiſſion of God, That the Hairs 
of our Head are numbred, and not one falls to the Earth 
without his. Licenſe. Now the ſerious belief of a 


| Wiſe, Juſt and Powerful Providence that governs 


all things, hath a mighty efficacy to maintain a con- 
ſtant tranquillity and equal temper in the Soul a- 
madfſt the confuſtons of the World. God works all 
things according to the counſel of his own will : and 
if we could diſcover the immediate reaſons of every 
Providence, we cannot have more ſatisfaction then 
from this General Principle, that is applicable to 
all,as light to every colour, That what God doth is al- 
ways beſt. This reſolves all the doubts of the moſt in- 
tangled minds, and rectifies our falſe judgments. 
From hence a Believer hath as true content in com- 
plying with God's Will, as if God had complyed 
with his, and 1s reconciled to every condition. Be- 
{ides, the Goſpel aſſures us, that all things work to- 


Rom. $. 28. &&? her for the good of thoſe that love God, For their 


Spiritual good at preſent; by weakening their cor- 
ruptions : for affiiftion is a kind of manage, þ 

which the ſenſual part is exerciſed and made pliable 
to the motions of the Spirit : and by increafing their 
Graces, the unvaluable Treaſures of Heaven, If the 
deareſt Objects. 04 our AﬀeCtions, the moſt worthy 
of our Love and Grief are taken away, tis for this 
reaſon, that God may have our Love himſelf, in irs 
moſt fulland inflamed degree, And Aﬀicions are in 


order to their Everlaſting good, Now the certainex- 
pectation 


in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption. 22t- 
pectation of a bleſſed iſſue out of all troubles, is to the 
Heart of a Chriſtian as the putting aRudder to a Ship, 
which without it is expoſed to the fury of the winds, 
and in continual dangers, but by its guidance makes 
uſe of every Wind to convey it to its Port, Hope p,,., 
produces not only acquiefcence, but joy in the ſhar- 
peſt Tribulations. For every true Chriſtian being or- 
dained to a Glorious and Supernatural Bleſſedneſs 
hereafter; all things that befal them here below, as 
means,are regulatedand transformed into the nature 
of the End to which they carry them. Thus temporal 
evils are turned into good. Our light Affiictions which >Cox.4 
are but for a moment, work for ws @ far more exceeding | 
weight of Glory, To conſider this Life as the paſſage 
to another, that is as durable as Eternity, and as 
bleſſed as theEnjoyment of God:can make it; that the 
preſent miſeries have a final reſpec to future Happi- 
neſs, will change our opinion-about them, and render 
them not only tolerable,-but ſo far eligible as the 
are iriſtrumental. and preparatory for it. If the Bloo- 
dy as well as the Milky way leads toGod's Throne, 
a Chriſtian willingly walks in it, 

In ſhort, A lively Hope, accompanies-a Chriſtian 

' tohis laſtexpiring breath; till it is conſummated in 
Celeſtial fruition. So that Death it ſelf, the univerſal 
terror of Mankind, is made defirable, as an:entrance 
into Immortality, and the firit day of our Triumph. 
Thus I have confidered. ſome particular Precepts of 
Chriſt, which are of greateſt uſe for the government 
of our Hearts and Lives; and the reaſons-upon which 
they are grounded, to make them effectual. Now to 
diſcover more fully the compleatnefs of the Evange- 
lical Rule, I will conſider it with reſpec to the Law 
of Moſes, and the Philoſophy of the Heathens. 

Cn be: Uu 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


The Perfection of Chriſt's Laws appears by comparths 

them with the Precepts of Moſes. The Temple- 

Service was manag'd with Pomp ſuitable "to the diſ- 

poſition of the Jews, and the” diſpenſation of the 

Law. The Chriſtian Service is Pare and Spirr. 

. tual, The Levitical Ceremonies and Ornaments ye 
excluded from it, not only as unneceſſary, but inton- 

fiſt with its Spirituality, The obligation to the 

[Rituals of Moſes is aboliſht, to introduce | real 

Righteouſneſs. The Indulgence of' Polygamy and 

_. Divorce 7s taken away by Chriſt, ' aud Marriage ye: 

ſtored to its Primitive Purity, He clear'd the 'Law 

from the darkening Gloſles of the Phariſees, And 

enforc'd it by new Obligations, The Law of Chriſt 

exceeds the Rules which the higheſt Maſters of Mo- 

_ rality #n the School of Nature evey preſcribed, 

Philoſophy zs defeitive as to Piety, and in ſeveral 

things contrary to it, Philoſophers' delivered un- 

worthy Gonceptions of God. Philoſophy doth not 

enjoin the Love of God, which is the firſt and great 

Command of the Natural Law. Philoſophers lay 

down the ſervile Maxime, To comply with the common 
v laolatry. They arrogated to themſelves the vs of 
| ' their Vertue and Happineſs. Philoſophy doth not 
propound the Glory of God for the Supream End of all 

_ Humane Actions, Philoſophy zs defective as to the 


Duties reſpetting our ſelves and others. Tt allowes 


| the firſt ſunful motions of the lower Appetites, ' The 
| Stoicks renounce the Paſſions. Philoſophy inſuffici- 


ENT 
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ent to form the Soul to Patience and Content under 
Afﬀtiictions : axd to ſupport in the hour of Death. 4 
Reflection upon ſom: immoral Maxims of the ſeveral 


Sects of Philoſophers, 


He PerfteQion of the Laws of Chriſt will further 

appear by comparing them with the Precepts of 
Moſes, and with the Rules which the higheſt Maſters 
ot Morality in the School of Nature have preſcribed 
tor the directing our lives, The Goſpc! exceeds the 
Moſaical Inſtitution ; 

L.: In ordaining a Service that is Pure, Spiritual, 
and Divine, conſiſting in the Contemplation, Love 
and Praiſes of God, ſuch as the holy Angels per- 
form above. The Temple-Service was managed 
with Pomp and external Magnificence, ſuitable to 
the diſpoſition of that People, and the diſpenſation 
of the Law. The Church was then zz irs Infant- 
fate, as St. Paul expreſles it; and that Age is more 
wrought on by Senſe than Reaſon: For ſuch is the 
ſubordination of our Faculties, that the vegetative 
firſt as, then the ſexſitive, then the rational, as 
the 0724775 appointed for its uſe acquire perfe&ion. 
The knowledge of the Jews was obſcure and imper- 
fe&t, and the external part of their Religion was 
ordercd in ſuch a manner, that the ſenſes were much 
affected. Their Lights, Perfumes, Muſick and Sa- 
crifices were the proper entertainment of their ex- 
ternal Faculties. -Befides, being encompaſt with 
Natiofis whoſe Service to their Idols was full of Ce- 
_ remonies, torender the temptation inefte&ua]), and 
take off from the efficacy of rhoſe allurments which 
might ſeduce them to tbe imitation of Idolatry, 
God ordained his . Service to be performed with 

great 


bod 


324. The Harmony of the Divine Attribates, | 
preat ſplendor. Add further, the Diſpenſation 
of the Law was typical and myſterious, repreſenting 
by vitible 2atertal objects, and their power toravilh 
the Senſes, Spiritual things, and their efficacy to 
work upon the Soul, - But our Redeemer-hath rent 
the Vail, and brought forth Heavenly things into a 
tall Day, and the cleareſt Evidence.” Whereas My. 
{os was very exactin deſcribing the numerous Cere. 
monies of the Fewiſh Religion, the quality of their 
Sacrifices, the Place, the Perſons by whom they 
muſt be prepared and preſented to the Lord : We are 
now commanded to draw- near to God with cleanſed. 
hands and purified h:arts, and that Men Pray every 
where, lifting up holy hands,” without wrath and doubt- 
ing, Every placeis a Temple, and every Chriſtian 
a Prieſt, to offer up Spiritual Incenſe to God { The. 
moſt of the L2virical Ceremonies and Ornaments arc 
excluded trom the Ch71ſtian Service, not only as un- 
neceflary, but incon ſiſtent with its Spiritualneſs : As 
Paint, they corrupt the native beauty of: Religion, 

The Apoſtle tells us,that humane Eloquence:was not 

uſed in the firſt preaching of the Goſpe), leſt it ſhould-- 

render the truth of it uncertain, and rob the Croſs 

of Chrift-of its Glory 1n converting the World : for 

men would be apt to imagine that 'twas not the ſuper- 

 atural vertae of the Doctrine, and the efficacy of 

its Reaſons, bat the artifice of Orators that over- 

came the ſpirits of Men: Soif the Service of the 

Goſpel were made ſo pompous, the Worſhippers 

would be enclind to believe, that the exreral part 

was the moſt principal, and to content themſelves in 

| that, without the aims: and affections of the Soul, 
436: 8 which are the lite of all our Services. Belides,upon a- 
| nother account ſo great Pomp in Religion was apter 
OY to 


in the"Contrivance of Man's Redemption; 


"to:quenth- than enflame Devotion : Tor we are ſo 


L 


- compottnded'of Fleſhrand Spirit, that when the cor- 
poyeat*Faculties are vehemently affected with their 
objeits, *ris' very hard for the Spiritual to a& wi h 
Equal vigour there being ſuch commerce between 
 therfanicy and” the - outward Senſes, that they are 
nevet exerciſed in the reception of their objects, but 
the Imagination is drawn that way, and cannot pre- 
ſent to the mind diſtinaly and with the calmneſs that 
is requifit; thoſe things on which our thoughts ſhould 
be fixt.. - But when thoſe diverting objects are're- 
moyed, the Soul directly aſcends to God; and: looks 

on'him as the Searcher and Judge of the Heart; 

and\ worſhips him proportionally to his perfections. 
Thar this was the deſign ofChriſt,appears particularly 
-thithe Inſtitution of the Sacraments, which he ordain- 
-ed ina:merciful condeſcention to our preſent ſtate: for 
there is a-naturaldeſire in us to have pledges of things 
-promis'd; therefore he was pleaſed to add to the De- 

clarationh of his Will in the Goſpel, the Sacraments 
as confirming ſeals -of his Love ; by which the ap- 
plication of his Benefics is more ſpecial, and the re- 
preſentation more lively, than that which is meerly 
by the: Word, But they are few in number, only 

Baptiſm and the Lords Supper, ſimple in their na- 
ture, andeeaſy in their ſignification, moſt fit to relieve 
our infirmity, and to raiſe our Souls to Heavenly 

things. Briefly, the Service of the Goſpel is an- 

ſwerable to the excellent light of knowledge ſhed a- 

broad-in the hearts of Chriſtians. 

2: Our Redeemer hath aboliſht all obligation to. 
the other Rituals of Moſes, to introduce that real 
Righteouſneſs which was ſignified by them, The 
carnal Commandments (given to the Jews, are called 
: Statutes 
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Statutes that were not good ;, either inreſpect of their 
matter, not being perteCtive of the humane nature, or 
their effe& : for they brought Death to the diſobedi- 
ent,not Life to the Obedient : the moſt lridt obſerva- 
tion of them did not make the performers either bet- 
ter, or more happy. But Chriſtians are dead zo theſe 
Elements, that is, perfealy freed from ſubjedtion to 
them. The Kingdom of God conſiſts not in Meat, and 
Drink, but Righteouſneſs, and Peace, aud: Foy in the 
Holy Ghoſt ; for he that in theſe things ſerves Chriſt, is 
acceptable to God, and approved of Men, We are com- 
manded ts purge out the old leaven of Malice,and Wick- 
edneſs, that ſowers and ſwells the mind, and to kee 
the feaſt, with the unleavencd bread of ſincerity and 
truth,, Weare obliged to be free trom the moral 
imperfe&ions, the vices and paſſions, which were re- 
preſented by the natural qualities of thoſe Crea- 
tures which were forbidden to the Jews, and to puri- 
fy the Heart inſtead of the frequent waſhings under 
the Law. But the Goſpel frees us from the into- 
lerable yoke of the legal abſtinencies, obſervations, 
and diſciplines, the amuſements of low and ſervile 
Spirits, wherewith they would compenſate their de- 
fects in real Holineſs, and exchange the ſubſtance 
of Religion for the ſhadow and colours of it. For 
this reaſon the Apoſtle is ſevere againſt thoſe, who 
would joyn the fringes of Moſes to the robe of 
Chriſt, 

3. The indulgence of Polygamy and Divorce that 
was granted to the Jews, is taken away by Chriſt, 
and Marriage reſtored to the purity of its firſt Inſti- 
tution. The permiſſion of theſe was by a political 
Law, and the effe& was temporal Impunity, For 
God 1s to be conſidered not only in the relation of a 


Creator, 


:# the Contrivance of Mans Redemption. 
Creator and univerſal Governour, that gave Laws 
to regulate Conſcience, but in a ſpecial relation to 
the Jews as their King, And as ina Civil State a 
prudent Governour permits a leſs evil, for the pre- 
vention of a greater, without an approbation of it ; 
So God was pleaſed in his Wiſdom to tolerate thoſe 
things, in condeſcenfion to their carnal and perverſe 
humors, for the hardnefi of their Hearts, lelt worſe Mal. 2.14. 
inconveniences ſhould follow : But our Saviour r=- 15: 
duces Marriage to the Sanctity of its original, when Mat. 19.9; 
man was formed according to the Image of God's 
Holineſs, He that made them at the beginning, made 
them Male and Female: for this cauſe ſpall a Man leave \g,q.\q 4 < 
Father and Mother, and cleave to his Wife, and they 6, FT 
twain ſhall be one fleſh. What therefore God hath joyned 
together, let no Man put aſunder, From the unity of 
the Perſon, that one Male was made and one Fe- 
male, it follows that the ſuper-inducing of another 
into the Marriage-bed is againſt the firſt Inſtitution, 
And the Union that is between them not being only 
civil ina conſent of wills, but natural by the joyn- 
ing of two bodies, ſomething natural muſt inter- 
vene to diſſolve it, viz, the Adultery of one par- 
ty. Excepting that caſe, our Saviour ſeverely for- 
bids the putting the Wife away, 

' 4. Our Redeemer hath improved the obligations 
of the moral Law, by a clearer diſcovery of the pu- 
rity and extent of its precepts, and by peculiar and 
powerful Enforcements, In his Sermon on the Mount 
he clears it fromthe darkning gloſles of the Phaiſees, 
who obſerved the letter of the Law, but not the de- 
ſigne of the Lawgiver. He declares that not only 
the groſs a&, but all things of the ſame alliance are 
forbidden; not only Murder,but raſh Anger,and vili- - 

d,G.« tying "NS. 
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fying words, which wound the Reputation, Not only 
a&tual pollution, but the impurity of the Eye, and 
the ſtaining of the Soul with unclean thoughts, are 
all compriſed in the prohibition, He informs them 
that every Man in calamity is their Neighbour, and 
tobe relieved, and commands them to love thei: 
deadlieſt enemies, Briefly, He tells the multitude; 
that unl:f their Righteouſneſs exceed the Righteouſ. 
neſs of the Seribes and Phariſees,that is,the utmoſt that 
they thought tnemſelves obliged to, they ſhould nop 
exitcr into the Kingdome of Heaven. Belides, our Sa- 
viour hath ſuperadded ſpecial Enforcements to his 
 Precepts. The Arguments to perſwade Chriſtians to 
be univerſally Holy, from. Chriſts Redeeming them 
for that great, end, was not known either in the Oeco- 
nomy of Nature, or the Law: For before our lapſed 
ſtate there was no need of a Redeemer. and he was 
not revealed during the Legal Diſpenſation. His 
Death was only ſhadowed forth in Types , and 
foretold in ſuch a manner, as was obſcure to the 
Jews, The Goſpel urges new reaſons to increaſe 
ouraverſion from ſin, which neither Adam nor My. 
ſes were acquainted with.. So the Apoſtle dehorts 
Chriſtians from uncleanneſs, becauſe their bodies 

| x Cor. 6-19, are Members of' (hriſff, and Temples of the Holy-Ghoſt, 
20. and therefore ſhould be inviolably conſecrated to 

purity, If the Utenſils of the Temple were ſo ſacred, 

that the employing. them to: a common uſe, was re- 

. venged in a miraculous manner ; How much ſorer 
puniſhment ſhall be inflicted on thoſe who defile 
themſelves,after they were ſanitified by the Blood of the 
= Heb.10. 19. Covenant 7 The Goſpel alſo recommends to us Love 
if *. to oneanother, in imitation of that admirable Love 
which Chriſt expreſt to us, and commands the higheſt 
TEA Obedience 


Mat.5- 


Obedience, even unto death when God requires it, 
in conformity to our Redeemers Sufferings, Theſe 
and many other Motives are derived from a pure vein 
of Chriſtianity, and exalt the Moral Law to a higher 

itch, as to its Obligation upon men, than in its firſt 
delivery by Moſes. 

2. The Laws of Chriſt exceed the Rules which 
the beſt Maſters of Morality in the School of Nature 
have preſcribed for the Government of our Lives. 
'Tis true,there are remaining Principles of the Moral 
Lawin the heart of Man ; Some warm ſparks are ſtill 
left which the Philoſophers laboured to enliven and 
cheriſh. Many excellent Precepts of Moralzty they 
delivered, cither to calm the Aﬀections, and lay 
the ſtorms in our Breaſts, whereby the moſt men are 
ouilty and miſerable, or to regulate the c;/vi/ Con- 

_ verſation with others... And fince the coming of x«..,-;,., 


Chriſt, FE romethens-like, they brought their dead Platonici yr. 


Htres quaſdan 


Torches to the Sun, and ſtole ſome light from the 7% 
Scriptures. Yet upon ſearching we ſhall cafily £-t974- /ed 


ſ[purias ; illus 


diſcover, that notwithſtanding all their boaſts, to enim 8 Scrip- 


purge the Soul from its defilements, contracted by 7915»s (hrs 


\ Jy ntracted by 794% (hr 
its union with the Body, and to reſtore it to its prj- / — / i 


Mmitive Perfection, They became vain 13 their thoughts, namgue einſe 


and their fooliſh heart was darkened. Although the 70% 771 


Fun nullas 


vulear Heathens thought them to be guides in the 9-0 anre 
ſafe way, yet they were Companions with them in CO OUm me 
their wanderings; And Truth inſtrus us, that de Verit. Rl. 
When the blind lead the blind, both fall into the ditch, Vi 
I will briefly ſhew that their Morals are deteCiye, 
and mixt with falſe Rules : only premiſing zhree 
things. 1. Thar Iſhallnot inſiſt on their Ignorance 
' of our Redeemer, and their Infidelity in reſpe& of 
thoſe Evangelical Myſteries, that are only diſcoverd 

> Þ Ie by 
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240 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
by Revelation ; for. that preciſely conſtdered; doth 
not make them guilty betore God: But only take no- 
tice of their deic&ts in zatural Religion, and moral 

Rom.2.15. Duties, to which the Law written in the heart 
obligez a!l Mankind, | 

2. That Vertue is not to be confounded with 
Vice, although 'tis not afſfiſted by ſpecial Grace, 
Thoſe who pertormed acts of Civ Juſtice, and 
KinJneſs, and Honour, were not guilty as thoſe 
who violated all the Laws of Nature and Reaſon. 
Their heroic Actions were praiſe-worthy among men, 
and God gave them a zexporal Reward ; although 
not being enlivened by Faith, and: purified by Love- 
to God, and an holy Intention for his Glory, they 
were dead works, unprofitable as to Salvation. 

Svudlrts 3. Their higheſt Rule, v/z. To live according to- 
73 <voAyve Nature, is impertect and inſufficient. For although. 
Natura op- Nature in ts original Purity fturniſht us with per- 
nan ECucem . © *% : . 
ſequi. $:ccs Tet Inſtructions, yet in its corrupt ſtate '*tis not ſo. 
pattun. enlightened and regular, as to direct us in our uni- 
verſal Duty, *Tis as poſhible to find all the Rules 
ot Architecture in the ruines of a. Building, as to 
find in the remaining Principles of the natural Law, 
tull and ſufficient Directions for the whole Duty of 
Man, either as to the pertorming good, or avoiding 
Epit.s. 17, evil. The Mizd is darkened. and:defiled with error, 
18, that indiſpoſes it for its office.. 

I will now proceed to ſhew how inſufficient Phi- 
loſophy is to direct us in our Duty to God, our ſelves, 
and others. 

Firſt, In reſpect of Picty, which is the chief Du- 
ty of the reaſonable Creature, Philoſophy is very de- 
tective, nay in many things contrary to it. 

I. By delivering unworthy Notions and: Con- 

ceptions 
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ceptions of the Deity, Not only the v#/gar Hea- 

thens chang d the truth of God into a lie, when they 

meaſured his Incomprehentible Perfe&ions by the 

narrow compaſs of their Imaginations, or when 

looking on Him through the appearing diſorders of 

the World, they thought Him unjuit and cruel ; 

As the moſt beautiful Face ſeems detormed and 
monſtrous 1n a diſturbed ftream ; But the mcit re- 

nowned Philoſophers diſhonoured Him by their baſe * 41/7. 71. 
apprehenſions. - For the true Notion of God fignj- "dodge 
fies a Bcing Infinite, Independent, the- univerſal 654 -»d the 
Creator, who preſerves Heaven and Earth, the ab- peek Loogetey 
ſolute Director of all Events, that his Providence #4, of «hich 
takes notice of all Actions, that He is a liberal $1 
Rewarder of thoſe that ſeek Him, and a juſt Reven- 4x: dc Cirit. 
ger of thoſe that violate his Laws : Now all this SA _ 
was contradicted by them. *Some aflerted'the World 241/ip4 i= 

_ to be eternal; others that Matter was; and in that pop-T reg 
denied Him to be the firſt Cauſe of all things. Some 74-l:0phiie. 
limited. his Being, confining Him to one of the Poles $07; © 
of Heaven: Others extended it only to. the Ampli- * payz2or 


tude of the World, The ft Epicurears totally denied CHPOgIry 25s 


tum Tytyugre * 


his governing Providence, and made Him an idle i: #7 4 
Spectator of- things below... They aſſerted, That J7*** 


Irridendum 


God was contented with his own Majeſty and Glory þ agere curam - 
That whatever was without Him was neither in his 2m byma- 


narum i}jiud 


thoughts nor care : as if to be employed in ordering quicquid 
the various accidents of the world, were incompa- mum 


Anne tam 


tible with his Bleſſedneſs, and He needed their triti arque | 
Impiety tv relieve- Him, Thus by confining his pic mi 
Power, who 1s Infinite, they denied. Him - in con- pollvi creda- 
tcſhng Him. Oohers allowed Him to regard the dubice- 


@) myſque?> Plz. 


great affairs of Kingdoms and Nations, to manage !iv.z. c.- 


Mundo. 
ard. 
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eard particular things, they judged as unbecoming 

the Divine Nature.. as for the Sun to deſcend from 

Heaven to light a Candle for a Servant in the dark, 

They took the Scepter out of God's hand, and ſet 

up a fooliſh and blind Power, to diſpoſe of all mu- 

Vid.r2;þ 74. table things. Sexeca himſelf repreſents Forture as 
not diſcerning the worthy from the unworthy, and 

ſcattering its gifts without reſpect to Vertue, Some 

POTN] made Him a Servant to Natare That he neceſ]: arily 
Rores Des 34 turn'd the Spheres ; Others ſubjected Him toan in- 
quad mm enti- yincible Deſtiny, that He could not do what He de- 
rides oþ fired, Thus the wiſeſt of the Heathens diſhonoured 
4timw, the Deity by their falſe imaginations, and inſtead of 
| NT repreſenting him with his proper Attributes, drew 
Mundi facit @ picture of themſelves. Belides, their impious fan- 

on hier cies had a pernicious influence upon the lives of Men : 
in agerdo ſe- eſpecially the denial of his Providence ; for that took 
brine. AWay the ſtrongeſt reſtraint of corrupt nature, the 
in F-piter, fear of future Judgment. For humane Laws do not 
_ rate puniſh ſecret crimes that are innumerable, nor all 
to vertuous OPen, As. thoſe of perſons in power, which are moſt 
m7 in mer hurtful: Therefore they are a weak inſtrument to 
2-14 nm po- preſerve Innocence and Virtue, Only the reſpe& of 
Pa phe pad God to whom every heart is manifeſt,” every aftion a 
verſus 01714 Teſtimony, and every great Perſon a Subject, is of 
IRA equal force to give check to ſinin all, inthe dakrneſs 
of the night, and the light of the day, in the works 

_ of the hand, and the thoughts of the heart. 

2. Philoſophy is very defective as to Picty, in not 
injoyning the Love of God. The fiſt and great Com- 
mand in the Law of Nature, (the order of the Pre- 
cepts being according to their dignity) is, Thos ſhalt 
love th:Lord with all thy Heart, Soul, and Strength. *Tis 


moſt reaſonable that our Love ſhould firſt aſcend to 
Him 


in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption, 


Him,and in its full vigor : For our Obligations to him 
are infinite, and all inferior objects are incompara- 
bly beneathhim. Yet Philoſophers ſpeak little or 
nothing of this, which is the principal part of natu- 
ral Religion. Ariftotle who was ſo clear-ſighted 
in other things, when he diſcourſes of God, is not 
cnly affettedly obſcure, to conceal his ignorance, as 


the Fiſh which troubles the Water for tear of being” 


catcht; but *tis on the occaſion of ſpeculative Sci- 
_ ences, as in his Phiſicks , when he conſiders him as 


the firſt cauſe ot all the motions in the World; or in- 
his Mectaphyſicks,as the ſupreme Being,the knowleds | 


of whom he ſaith is moſt noble in it ſelf, but of no 
ſe to Men. But in his Morals, where he had reaſon 


to con{ider the Deity as an object moſt worthy of our 


Love, ReſpeR, and Obedience in an infinite De- 
oree, he totally omits ſuch a repreſentation of him, 


alchough the Love of. God'is that alone which gives 


_ pricetoall moral Virtues. And from hence it is that 
Philoſophy is ſo detective as to Rules for the pre- 
paring Men for an intimate and delightful Communi- 


on -with God, which is the effect of Holy and Perfet - 


Love, and the ſupreme Happineſs of the reafonable 


Nature. If in the Platonical Philoſophy there are - 


ſome things directing to it, yet they are bur trigidly 


expreſt, and ſo obſcurely, that like Inſcriptions in - 


ancient Medals or Marbles which are defac't, they 
are hardly legible, This is the ſingular Character 


of the Goſpel, that diſtinguiſhes it trom all humane - 


Inſtitutions ; it repreſents the infinite amiableneſs 


of God, and his goodneſs to us, to excite our Aﬀecti- - 


ons to him in a Superlative mannner : it commands 
us to - follow him as dear Children, and prefles us 
ro ſeek. for- thoſe Diſpoſitions which - may qualif 
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344 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
us for the enjoyment of him in a way of Friendſhip 


and Love. Wy 
Ker 3. The beſt Philoſophers laid down this ſervile 
10Þ.!.1- : EDEN ; : 
memo.. and pernicious Maxime, That a wiſe Man ſhould al- 
Plato agnovet 


820% ayes contorm to the Religion of.his Country, S- 
unum MNeumy . = 
{ummm Opi- crates who acknowledged one Supreme God, yet (ac. | 
ficem wniverſ> cording to the counſel-of the Oracle that directed all 
ot Dees * to Sacrifice according to the Law of the City) he ad- 
dyplices, DZ- yiſed his Friends to comply with the coramon Idola- 
monas & Hc- | : : | 
roas, quibus tTy3 and thoſe who did otherwiſe he branded as ſu- 
{acre fer: perſtitious and vain. And his practice was accor- 
1!{fit. Apul. y 
Ur nemo fue- dingly, For he frequented the Temples, aſſiſted at 
11t:0-114111%5 their Sacrifices, which he declares before his Judges, 
farere eos ft 


cm pauciori- tO purge himſelf from the Crime of which he was 
Far! ea accuſed, Sexeca ſpeaking of the Heathen worſhip, 
patrocinzum acknowledges 'twas unreaſonable, and only the mul. 
#nſ+menti» titude of fools rendered it excuſable, yet he would 
0914 (apiens have 4 Philoſopher to conform to thoſe cuſtoms in 


[ervabit tan- 


42- Obedience to the Law, not as pleaſing to the God's, 
quam legibus 


= 


5.4, us Thus they made Religion a dependance on the State, 
7anquam 14 They pertormed the Rites of heatheniſh Superſtiti- 
fb. 5.c. 18. de On, that were either filthy, phantaſtical, or cruel, 
+ Civitat, {uch as the Devil the maſter of thoſe Ceremonies or- 
dain'd, They becamelcſs than Men by worthipping 
the moſt vile and deſpicable Creatures, and ſunk 
themſelves by the moſt execrable Idolatry beneath 
the Powers of darkneſs, ro whom they offered Sacri- 
Ace. Now this Philoſophical Principle is the moſt 
palpable violation of the Law of Nature : for that 
1nſtructs us that God is the only obje&t of Religion, 
and that we are to obey him without excep:ion trom 
any inferior Power, Here *twas Conſcience to dif. 
obey the Law, and amoft worthy cauſe wherein they 
ſhoull have maniteſted that generous contempt of 


Death 


inthe Contrivance of Man's Redemption; 245 
Death they ſo much boaſted of. But they detained 
the truth in unrighteou[neſs, and although they knew God, Rom-1.23, 
they glorified him not as God, but chang'd the Glory of the 44 Pg 
Incorruptible God, into an Image mad: like to a corrup- diverſe ls. 
tible Man, and to Birds,and Beafts,and creeping things, 1 T5904 
 Alin of fo provoking a nature, that God gave them -wn:a cum 
up to the vileſt luſts, whereby they defiled and de- How's. Ang. 
baſed themſelves ; Carnal impurity being a juſt pu- In 
niſhment of Spiritual. 


4. They gi 5 to themſelves the ſole praiſe of 7745 4c 


: ; ; ERS wes : 0:2111M mor- 
their Virtues and Happineſs, This impiety is moſt 71, fereu- 


viſible in the writings of the Szoicks, the Phariſes in 377,729 47 


rk enda, a l e- 


Philoſophy. They were ſo far from depending on #2 ſumendem 
God for Light and Grace in the condu@ of their {4:2 
Lives, & irom praying to him to make them vertuous, 


| : : 8» 0 Hoc in [apien. 
that they oppoſed nothing with more pride and con- /* og 20 


tempt. They thought that Wiſdom would looſe its a:9; magni 


Pan | b- TR efFy guod nor 
value and luſtre, that nothing were in it worthy of 5% 7 Hae 


admiration, if it came from above, and depended up- an 9u:/que 
on the Grace of another, They acknowledged that /*/ 5+, 20d 


n0n tb-altio pe- 


the natural Life, that Riches, Honours, and other 7irur : 414 

inferiour things, common to the worſt, were the gifts 547 1 p4-- 
laſophia,quod 

of God ; but aſſerted that Wiſdom and Vertue, the ſafirive. Þ be- 


ſpecial perfection of the Humane Nature, were the + 5g 
effects of their own induſtry. Impious folly ! to be- zp;7. 9. | 


lieve that we owe the greateſt benefits to our ſelves, ow Fond vey 
and the lefſer only to God. Thus they robb'd him ;; 2 
of the Honour of his moſt precious Gifts. So ſtrongly #7944 2 1 
did the poiſon of the old Serpent, breathed forth in 734 tones. 
thoſe words, Te ſball be as God, that infected the firſt 19,994 i» co- 


v . s . | lun. Qic,1. 2, 
Man, ſtill work in his Poſterity. Were they Angels gear. Di, 

Virtutens 
nemo unquam acceptam Deo retwitt « nimirun vette. Propter virtutem emma jure lak- 
Adamur, & in virtute redtegloriamr, quod non contingeret [i id donum a Devy non « no- 
bes haberemuas.: 
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in perfection, yet the proud reflecting en their exce]- 

lencies would inſtantly turn them into Devils. And 

as they boaſted of vertue, ſoof happineſs as intirely 
depending upon themſelves. They aſcribe to their 
Wiſe-man an abſolute Empire over all things, they 

raiſe him above the Clouds, what ever may diſquiet, 

oz diſorder, they exempt him from all Paſſions, and 

rake him cver equal to himſelf, that he 1s never ſur- 

p:1{ed with accidents, that 'tis not in the power of 

pains or txoubles to draw a ſigh or tear from him, 

that he deſpiſes all that the World can give or take, 

and is contented with pure and naked Vertue; in ſhort 

they put the Crown upon his Head, by attributing 

all to the power of his own Spirit, Thus they con- 

tradict:d the Rites of Heaven. Their impiety 

Dews no r= Was fo bold that they put no difference between God 
| Terk  andthcir wiſe perſon, but this, that Gud was an im- 
«niſi viacit mortal Wiſe-Perſon, and a wiſe Man was a mortal 
erize. LG God, Nay, that he had this advantage, (ſince tis 
oreat art to comprize many things in a little ſpace, ) 

to enjoy as much happineſs inan age, as Fupiter 

z8 aliquid i his cternity, And which is the higheſt excels of 
9uo Sapiens Pride and Blaſphemy, they prefer'd the wretched im- 
 encecedir DE] perfect vertue and happineſs of their Wiſe-Man, 
{enficio, no» before the Infinite and unchangeable Purity and Feli- 


{7 eff Sapient. city of God himſelf, For God they ſaid is wiſe & happy 


MMA. 
Manna res eff, 


babcre imte- by the priviledg of his Nature, where as a Philoſo- 
cillitatem ho- 


114rera he- gher is ſo by the diſcourſe of Reaſon, and the choice 
mm & fecu- s : "_d 
-11a:em Dei. Of his will, notwithſtanding the reſiſtance of his 


Ferte forti- Pafhons, and the difficulties he encounters in the 
ter, hoc eſt quo 


Dum ante ce- World, Thus to raiſe themſelves above the Throne 
aatrslleexirs of God, lince the rebellious Angels, none have ever 


patienti am 


matlorum ef, attempted belides the Szozcks, Tis no wonder, that 
vos {upra puti- | 


ver ſupr<p411- they were the moſt early oppoſers of the Goſpel ; for 
OW 
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how could they acknowledg God in his ſtate of abaſe- 

ment and humility, who exalted their Verutous 

Man above himin his Majeſty and Glory, Yet this NOTE 
: the Se& that was moſt renowned among the Hea- ci (oli fone Phe 
chens. leſopht. Cic. 

5. Philoſophy is very defective, in not propound- 
ing the Glory of God, as the end to which all our 
actions ſhould finally refer. This ſhould have the 
firſt and chiet place in that Prattical Science : For 
every Action receiving. its ſpecification and value 
from its End, that which is the Supreme and com- 
mon to all Actions, muſt be fixt betore we come to 
the particular and ſubordinate ; and that is the 
Glory of God. Now the deſign of Philoſophers in 
their Precepts, was either, 

Firſt, To uſe Vertue as the means to obtain Repu- £174 11m 
tation and Honour in the World. This was evident in 2 hs Philo. 
their Books and Actions, They were ſick of ſelf-love, avi ant © 
and did many things to ſatisfie the Eye. They led their 7429721; 
lives as in a Scene, where one perſon is within, and a- wary pane Poge 
nother is repreſented without, by an Artificial imita- '** Shahn 
tion of what is true. They were ſwelld with pre- *:/-105 48a 
ſumption, having little merit, and a great deal of es 1201 

. . ed entations? 
vanity. Now this reſpect to the Opinion of others, $:1exr:., led 
corrupts the intention, and vitiates the aftion, *Tis LINE 
not ſincere Vertue, but a ſuperficial appearance that ** 
is regarded. For 'tis ſufficient to that purpoſe, to 
ſeem to be vertuous without being ſo. As a proud 
perſon would rather wear counterfeit Pearls that 
are eſteemed right, then right which are eſteem- 
ed counterfeit, So one that is vain-glorious prefers 74 12/4! 
the reputation of being vertuous, before real Vertue, Seas of. os 
From hence we may diſcover that many of cheir moſt 4% /» 4714 
ſpecious Actions were diſguiſed Sins, their Vercues bon 3 

TY 3 were 
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were falſe as their Deities. Upon this account' St. 
Lib. 4- xt. Auſtin condemns the Heroical Actions of the Romans 
J#*<3' as vicious; Virtue civili, non vera, ſed overt ſimill, 
humane gloria ſervierunt, Pride had a principal 

part in them. 
Epi-urv5vir- Or ſecondly, The end of Philoſophy was to pre- 


UT ou. vent the miſchiefs which licentiouſneſs and diforders 


las, a6 ſit might bring upon men from without, or to. preſerve 
outer # inward peace, by ſuppreſſing the turbulent paſſions 


r4 virtutes Re 7 ; 
eniquam ſer- ariling From Luſt, or Rage, that diſcompoſe the ming. 
as pas, '.* This was the pretended deſign of Epicurus, to whom 
lum cu: dici- Vertue was amiable only as. the Initrument of plea- 
anus Dems VIr- G 

ti £14177 CONV Re UTC. 
te ns. Auguſt. cont. Jul. l1b.g. 


I Or thirdly, The heighth of Philoſophy WAS FR 
lens propcund. the beauty of Vertue, and its charmin 
mildus nun Aﬀſpect, as the moſt worthy Motive to draw. the At- 


Virtutem fre- 


rm qui purer $EHIONS. Now ſuppoling that ſomeot the Heathens, 
eſſe ſur oh ( although very tew ) by diſcovering. the internal 


#;, fprenis beauty of Vertue, had a love to. it, and perform'd 
dir; Nev ſome things. without any private reſpect, but for the 


movit © gra- 


+ venire} ofſe Tectirude of the action, and the inward ſatisfaction 


prebum. Ovid that ſprings from it, yet they were ſtill defective. 


_ i-:,. For Vertue is but a.ray of the Deity, and our duty 


rem deſcrizſe- is not compleat, unleſs it be referred to his Glory, 
wit [c12/* , who is the principle and patern of it. In ſhort, the 


Contentam, 4 


omnibus libe- preat Creator made Man for himſelf, and *tis moſt 


myl9 UR [0- 3 6 * : : og 
le fts fe _ juſt that as his Favour is our ſovereign happineſs, ſo 


mim: Sed li- his Glory ſhould be our ſupreme end, without which 
ce; 494% nothing is regular, and truly beautiful. By theſe ſe- 


dum tunc vere : . ; : 
Sheags veral inſtances it appears how inſufficient Philoſophy 
Fentur :efſe. \f«& : . Inns 
penn 4" » 15 to directus in our principal duty,that reſpects God. 
«d ſc ipſas referuntur nec propter aliud expetunturs etiam tunc imflate ac ſuperbre nt (5 
@deo 0n virtides ſed vitia judicanda ſunt. Aug. lib, 199 de Civit. c.25. / 
| | 2, Ph+ 
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_ 2. Philoſophy was defective in its dire&tionsabout 
moral duties that reſpedt our ſelves ur others. 

--I, Philoſophers were not ſenſible of the firſt in- 
clinations to fin, They allow the diſorder of the 
ſenſitive appetite as innocent, till it paſſes to the 
ſupreme part of the Soul, and induces it to delibe- 
rate, or reſolve upon moral ations, For they were 
ignorant of that Original and: intimate pollution 
that cleaves to the humane nature , and becauſe our 
faculties are nacural, they thought the firſt motions 
to forbidden objects, that are-univerſal in the beſt as 
well as worlt, to: be the neceſſity of Nature rather 
then the effect of Corruption. Accordingly all their 
Precepts reach no farther than the Counſels of the - 
Heart : But the deſires and motions of the lower fa- 
culties, though very culpable;areleft by them indiffe- 
rent, Sothat 'tis evident that many defilements and 
ſtains are in their purgative vertues. 

2, The Syzoicks not being able to reconcile the. 

paſſions with reaſon,wholly renounced them. Their 
Philoſophy is like the River in Thrace, 
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— ©ud potum ſaxea redait Ovid. Mes 
| Viſcera, quod taitis inducit marmora rebus. 


| 


For by a fiction of fancy they turn their vertuous 
Perſon into.a Statue, that feels neither the inclinati- 
ons of Love, nor averſions of hatred; that is not. 
toucht with Joy or Sorrow ; that is exempt from- 
Fears and Hopes. The tender and melting affecti- 
ons of nature towards the miſery of others, they: 
intirely extinguiſh as unbecoming perfect Vertue. 
They attribute Wiſdom to none, but whom they rob: 
of Humanity. Now as tis the ordinary effectot _ - 

J/ 
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ly to run into one extreme by avoiding another, 


ſo *tis moſt viſibly here.. For the Aﬀections are 
net like poiſonous plants to be eradicated, but 


4 as wild, to be cultivated, They were at firſt 


ſet-in the freſh ſoil of Mans nature by the hand 
of God, And the Scripture deſcribes the Divine 
perfeCtions, and the actions proceeding from them, 
by terms borrowed from humane affections, which 
proves them to þbe innocent in their own nature. 
Plutarch obſerves when Lycurgws commanded to cur 
upall the Vines in Sparta, to prevent Drunkenneſs, 
he ſhould rather have made Fountains by them, to 
allay the heat of the Wines, and make them bene- 
ficial : So true Wiſdom preſcribes how to moderate 
and temper the affections, not to deſtroy them. 
'Tis true they are now finfully inclin'd, yet being 
removed from Carnal to Spiritual objects, they are 
excellently ſerviceable. As Reaſon is toguide the 
Afﬀections, ſo they are to excite Reaſon, whoſe 0- 
perations would be languid without them. The na- 
tures that are purely ſpiritual, as the Angels, have 
an underſtanding ſo clear, as ſuddenly to diſcover 
in objects their qualiteis, and to feel their efficacy ; 
but Man is compounded of two natures,and the mat- 
ter of his body obſcures the light of his mind, that 
he cannot make ſuch a full diſcovery of good or evil 
at the firſt view, as may be requiſite to quicken his 
purſuit of the one, and flight from the other : Now 
the Aﬀedtions awaken the vigour of the Mind, to 
make an earneſt application to its object. They are 
as the Winds which although ſometimes tempeſtu- 
ous,yet. areneceſſary to convey the Ship to the Port. 
So that 'tis contumelious to the Creator, and injuri- 
us to the. humane nature, to take them away as 


abſo- 


inthe: Contrivance of Man's Redemption, 


abſolutely vicious. The Lord Jeſus who was pure 
and perfe&, expreſt all humane affe&tions according 


to. the quality of the ob;e&s preſented to him. And 
his Law requires us not to mortifie, but co purify, 
conſecrate, and employ them tor ſpiritual and ho- 
nourable uſcs. 

4. Philoſophy is ineffectual by all its Rules to 
form the Soul to true Patience and Contentment 
under ſufferings. Now conſidering the variety and 
oreatneſs of the changes,. and calamitys to which 
the preſent lifeis obnoxious, there is no Vertue more 
neceſſary. And if we look into the World before 
Chriſtianicy had retorm'd the thoughts and lan- 
_ guage of Men, we ſhall diſcover their miſerable er- 
Iours upon the account of the ſeeming confulton in 
humane affairs, the unequal diſtribution of temporal 
good- and evils here below. It the Heathens ſaw 
Injuſtice triumph over Innocence;and crimes worthy 
of the ſevereſt puniſhment, crown'd with Proſperity ; 
1f a young man dyed who in their eſtcem deſerved 
to live for ever, and a vicious perſon lived an age, 


who. was unworthy to be born, they complained that 


the: World was not governed according to Righte- 
ouſneſs : but raſh fortune or blind fate ruled all, 
As the Phariſee in the Goſpel, ſeeing the Woman 
that had been a notorious {inner ſo kindly received 
by Chriſt, ſaid within himſelf, If 7his Mar were a 
Prophet, he would know who it is that touches him, 
So they concluded, if there were a Providence, that 
did ſee and take care of. ſublunary things, that did 
not only permit, but diſpoſe of all affairs, it would: 
make a viſible diſtin&tion between the Vertuous and - 
the Wicked. | 

'Tis true, God did not toleaye the Gentiles with- - 
QUE. 
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out # witneſi of himſelf, tor ſometimes the reaſons 
of his Providence in the great changes of the World 

were ſo conſpicuous, that they might diſcover an eye 

inthe Scepter, that his Government was managed 

with infinite Wiſdom. Other Providences vere 

vail'd and myſterious, and the fight of thoſe that 
were elear ſhould have induc'd them to believe the 
Juſtice and Wiſdom of thoſe they 'could not com- 
EM prehend, As Socrates having read a Book of Hera- 
4a clitus a great Philoſopher, but ſtudiouſly obſcure, 
and his Judgment being demanded concerning it, 
reply'd, that what he underftood was very rational, 
and he thought what he did not underſtand was ſo. 
But they did not wiſely conſider things. The preſent 
ſenſe of troubles tempted them, either to deny Pro- 

vidence, or accuſe it. Every day ſome unhappy 

Tully himſelf : ; PP) 
was guilty of WICtC| or other repreacht their Gods for the diſaſters 
this wpicry : he ſuffered. Now the end of Philoſophy was to re- 
ppg dreſs theſe evils, to make an afflicted to be a con- 
caſty}ime col%- rented ſtate. The Philofophers ſpeak much of the Po- 
pacls 7s ego WET Of their Precepts to eſtabliſh the Soul in the inſta- 
ed quph ave ng Soo worldly things, to put it into an impregna- 
"141m. ble fortreſs, by its fituation above the. moſt terrible 
ul 4Zp/- accidents. They boaſted in a Poetical bravery, of 
MH their Vidtories over Fortune, that they deſpiſed its 
flattery in a calm, and its fury in a ſtorm, and in eve- 
ry place erect Trophies to Vertue triumphing over 
it. Theſe aregreat words, and ſound high, but are 
empty of fubſtance and reality, Upon tryal we 
ſhall find thar all their Armour though poliſt't and 
ay yet ts not of proof againſt ſharp Afictions. 

The Arguments they uſed for comfort are taken, 


Part neceſ] e eſt 


; 1, From neceſlity ; that we are born to Sufferings 
raulta morta- : : J 
{en mals, the Laws of humanity, which are unchangeble, ſub- 


Nz 1uS- 


ject 
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ject us to them, But this conſideration is not only 
ineffectual to cauſe true contentment, but produces 
the contrary effect. As the ſtrength of Egypt is de- 
cribed to be likea reed that will pierce the hand in- 
ſtead of ſuporting it. For our delires after freedom 
from miſeries are inviolable: ſo that every evil the 
more fatal and inevitable 'tis, the more it atBicts us. 
It there be no way of eſcape, the Spirit is overcome 
by impatience, or diſpair, 

2, From reflexion upon the miſeries that befal 
others. But this kind of conſolation is vicious in 
its cauſe, proceeding from ſecret envy and uncha- 
ritableneſs, There is little difference between him 
that regards anothers miſery to leſſen his own, and 
thoſe who take pleaſure in other afflictions. And it 
adminiſters no real comfort , It a thouſand drink of 
the waters of Marah, they are not leſs bitter, 

- 3- Others ſought for caſe under ſufferings by re- 
membering the pleaſures that were ap. enJoy- 
ed, But this inflames rather than allays the Diſtem- 
per, For as things are more clearly known, ſo more 
ſenſibly felt by compariſon ; He that is tormented 
with the Gout, cannot relieve his miſery, by re- 
membring the pleaſant Wine he drank before his 
fit. . - 

4. The Szoicks Univerſal Cure of afflictions was, 
to change their opinion of them, and eſteem them 
not real evils, Thus Poſidozius ( ſo much commen- 
ded by Tully) who for many years was under tortu- 
ring Diſeaſes and ſurviveda contiunal Death ; being 
viſited by Pompey at Rhodes, he entertained him with 
a Philoſophical Diſcourſe, and when his pains were 
moſt acute, he ſaid, hl agts dolor, quanquam ſis mo- 
leſtus, nunquam te eſſe _— malum : 1n vain ol 

Z thou 
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aliam tam 

ruſeram nome 
nab domuuny 
gue non 1mve- 
n14t 11 miſe ert- 
ore ſolatium. 
Malevols [ola- 
t12 genus turba 
miſerorum ? 
Senec. 


- Trlly ſpeaks to 


the Epicure- 
ans; Sed vob 
vo! pt4 tus 
perceptarum 
recordatio be- 
atam vitam 
facet, & qui- 
dem corpore 
perceptarums. 
Tuſc. 
Openio ef que 
20s cruciat, & 
tant; quodgue 
malum eff, 
guants tAxa- 
Vainm. Cir- 
curſpice 154 
que 7705 aunt 
12 inſantams 
ue cum plurt- 
ans lackr yangs 
aAmitt1mms , 
Cimmms 3 dj- 
num in his my 
lefium eſſe, {et 
0pin10xe a4. 
eNCCc, 
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Levius fit 
patientia, 
quicquid 
corragere ſit 
nef as» Horate 


The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 
thou aſſault me pain ; though thou art troublefome, 


_ thou ſhalt never force me to confeſs thou art evil. But 


the folly of this boaſting is viſible:for though he might 


appear with a chearful countenance in the Paroxifm 


of his Diſeaſe to commend his Philoſophy, like a 
Mountebank that ſwallows poiſon to put off his 
Druggs , yet the reality of his grief was evident : 
his Senſe was overcome, though his Tongue remain. 
ed a Stoick. If -words cout charm the Senſe not 
to feel pains, or compoſe the mind not to reſent 
affliitions, *twere material to give molifying Titles 
tothem. But ſince 'tis not Fancy that makes them 
ſtinging, but their contrariety to Nature, 'tis no 
relief to repreſent them otherwiſe than they are. 
5. Others compos'd themſelves by confidering the 
benefit of patience, Diſcontent puts an edge on 
troubles, to. kick againſt the pricks exaſperates the 
pain, to berreſtleſs and turmoiling increaſes the Fea- 
ver. But this isnot properly a conſolation ; for al- 
though a calm and quiet ſubmiſſion prevents thoſe 
new degrees oftrouble, which by fretting and: vexing 
we bring upon. our ſelves, yet it doth not remove 
the evil, which may be very affliing and grievous 
in its own nature : ſo that without other conſidera- 
tions to ſupport the mind, it will ſink under it, And 
25 theſe, ſo many other Arguments they uſed' to 
fortifie the Spirit againſt Sufferings, are like a hedg 
which at a diſtance ſeems to be a ſafe: retreat from 
Gunſhot, but thoſe- who retire to-it , find -it a weak 
Defence. This appears by the carriage of the beſt 
inſtructed Heathens, in theircalamities., Profeſing 
themſelves to be wiſe in-their Speculations, they be: 
came fools in praftice, and were:confounded with: all 
their Philoſopay, when they ſhould: have made — 
0 
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of it. Some kill'd themſelves for the apprehenſion ot 
ſufferings , their death was not the IS of courage 

but cowardiſe ; the remedy of their fear, Others, 
impatient of diſappointment in their great deſigns, 

refuſed to live, I will inſtance in two of the moſt 
eminent among them, Cato and Brutns, they were 

both Philoſophers of the manly ſe@ ; and Vertue zenonis guo 
never appeared with a brighter luſtre among the Hea- cepit rigid; 
thens, than when joyned with a Stoical reſolution, «c virus 
And ap _ 24 umperfe&t br mor” but Ma- /Piemia. 
ſters in Philoſophy. Sexeca employs all the orna- -,,. .... 
ments of his : Soi ro mis Catoes Elogy : On 
He repreſents him as the conſummate exemplar-of virtztis pu- 
Wiſdom, as one that realized the ſublime Idea of crrrime 
Virtue deſcribed in their Writings. And Brutus © 148nifi- 
was eſteemed equal to Cato, Yet theſe with all the Fas 
power of their Philoſophy were not able to bear the ,,z;; _ 
thock of Adverſity, Like raw Fencers, one thruſt ſerris, ſzd 
put them into ſuch diſorder, that they forgot all ſudore &- 
their inftrutions in the place of trial. For being /#vg»ine co 
unſuccesful in their endeavours to reſtore Roxze to pry Re 
its liberty, overcome with diſcontent and diſpair, me as 
they laid violent hands upon themſelves. Cato be- nem. 

ing prevented in his firſt attempt, afterwards tore 

open his Wounds with fierceneſs and rage. And Bru- 

7s ready to plunge the Sword into his Breaſt, com- 

plained that Vertue was but a vain namezfo inſuffici- 

ent are the beſt Precepts of meer natural Reaſon to 

relieve us in diſtreſs. As Torrents that are dryed up 

in the heat of Summer when there is the moſt need 

of them, ſo all comforts fail in extremity, that are 

not derived from the Fountain of Lite. 

\ Twill only add how ineffectual Philoſophy is to ſup- 

port us in a dying hour, The tear of Death is a Paſſi- 

L7z. 2 on 
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on ſo ſtrong that by it Men are kept in bondage all 
their days, 'Tis an Enemy that threatens none whom 
"4s pride go it doth not ſtrike, and there is none but it threatens, 
o:cidirerur, i» Certainly that Spectre which {jCzſar had not courage 


ſermont 7479 tg Jook. in the face is very affrighting. Alexander 


e namy ; . S:, -* ] . 
EN, Lepi- himſelf that ſo often deſpiſed it in the Field ,. when 
pry gee paſſion that tranſported him, caſt a Vail over his 
c:modiimus; F.yes, yet when he was ſtruck with a mortal Diſeaſe 
repentimwne # in Babylon, and had Death in his view, * his Paldce 
pronatumgue FS . £24 
pretulexar. WAS filled with Prieſts and Diviners, and no ſuper. 
uer. 


25-7 Plurarch ſtition was fo ſottiſh, but he uſed to preſerve him- 
| ſelf. And although the Philoſophers ſeem'd to con. 

_ _ __ temn Death, yet the great preparations they made to 
1:44/ ie. encounter it, argue a ſecret fear. in their. Breaſts, 
to,c04m 2we- Many Diſcourſes, Reaſonings, and Arguments are 
” employed to ſweeten that cruel neceſſity. of ir, but 

they are all ineffectual. 

Srultumeftti- I. That 'tis the condition of our nature : to be a 
—— Man and immortal are inconfiſtent. But this con- 
Laber, 7» i; ſOlation. afflicts to - extremity. If there were any 
9: morbofint- means. to.eſcape, the ſoul might take courage. He 


FI 1318, 97a - 


»w ex is 15 doubly miſerable, whoſe miſery is without reme- 
neceſſitate ſo- d 
To 2. That it puts. a period: to all temporal evils. 
rags Fuata But as this is of noforce with thoſe who are proſpe- 
2crotars poſſe, TOUS, and never felt thoſe miſeries which make Life 
fue Of intolerable, ſo.it cannot rationally relieve any that 
cones. | have not good hopes of felicity after death, The 
pf. Snec. Heathens diſcovered not the ſting of Death, as *tis 
the wages of fin, and conſigns the guilty to eternal 
Death; ſo that they built upon a falſe foundation, as 

if it were the cure of all evils. | 
3. They encouraged themſelyes from their igno- 


rance of the conſequences of death, whether it on- 
. ”b 


op. 
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ly changed their place, or extinguiſl'd'their perſons, Nm / /vpre- 

Socrates who dyed with a ſeeming indifference, gave ;;, wont 26 

this account of it ; That he did not know whether »e-:, /ed com- 

death was good orevil. But this is not fortitude, but afers loci guid 

folly : as Ariſtotle obſerves, That a readineſs to en- 19prabilims? fin 

counter dangers ariſing from. ignorance, is not true 7; 177 

valour but .a brutiſh. boldneſs. What madneſs is it «nine, 94:4 

then for one that enters upon an eternal ſtate, not 7,757 

knowing whether it ſhall be Happy or Miſerable, 144orib=« 6- 

to be uneffected with thar dreadful.uncertainty « 47m/0re # 
But now the Goſpel furniſhes us with real reme- 

dies againſt all the evils of our preſent ſtate, 'Tis 

the true Paradiſe wherein the Tree of Life is planted, 

whoſe Leaves are fer. the healing of the Nations. 

We are aſſured that God diſpoſes all things with 

the Wiſdom and. Love of a Father, and that his Pro- 

vidence is meſt admirable, and worthy of praiſe in 

thoſe things, wherein they who are only led by ſence, 

doubt whether it be at all.. Foras tis the firſt poinc 

of prudence to keep off evils, ſo the ſecond.and more 

excellent is, to make them beneficial. Chriſtians 

are more then GConquerours through Chriſt that loves 

them, They are always in an aſcendent State ; and 

believing, rejoyce with an unſpeakable and glorified Foy. 

Death it ſelf 1s not only diſarmed, but made ſubſer- 

vient to their everlaſting good.. Briefly, Chriſtian 

Patience endures all things, as well as Charity, be-- 

cauſe it expeRs a bleſled iflue.. It draws from pre- 

ſent miſeries the aſſurance of future Happinſs,. A. 

Believer while he poſſeſſes nothing but the Croſs, 

ſees by Faith the Crown of the Eternal Kingdom 

hanging over. his head ; and the /ively hope of it 

makes him not only patient, but thankful and joytul.. 

This ſweetens the loſs of all temporal goods and the 

- preſence. 
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9 reſence of all temporal evils. St, Paw in his Chains 
L infinitely more contented than Ceſar or Seneca, 
ths al the Princes and Philoſophers in the World, 
on conclude this Argument by a ſhort refle&ti- 
Cynicorum on the immoral maxims of ſeveral Se&s of Phi- 
__ loſophers. The Cy»icks afſſertthat all natural adti- 
cos WD be done in the face of the Sun ; that 'tis 
HP 008 ie DOT THEY f a Philoſopher, to do thoſe things in the 
py ag oy. f all which would make impudence it ſelf 
oO "a. array ” A maxime contrary to all the rules of de- 
homes. of is, and corruptive of good manners. For as the 
09" Buggy deſpiſing of Vertue nikices the ſlighting of repu- 
—_ OS the contempt of reputation cauſes the 
Pagan ew of” | Yet the Syzoicks with: all their 
Et qui *nec neglect of Vertue, ae Hofer amor 
YNICOS,xec ravity were not far from this advice. 4 
StOIca dog- 7a unreaſonable Paradoxes, they aſſert all fins 
mata legir, ual; that the killing a Bird is of the fame 
- wg pad gc" the murdering a Parent: a Principle that 
/ynryiet Redkothe reſtraints of fear, and ſhame, and opens 
*: Wes Cos to all licentiouſnefs, They commended 
; Self-Murder in ſeveral cafes ,* which unnatural 
Ly fury is culpable in many-reſpects, of rebellion againſt 
ves 66 4 injuſtice to others, and cruelty to ones ſelf. 
tn _— Fa the founder of that Se& practiſed his own 
ver a _ —"ar Glo For falling to the ground, he interpreted 
ira pulcber- ;\ to be a Summons-to appear in another World, 
TRRONS Fafyie ſtrangled himſelf, Ariſtotle allows the appetite 
po ts Marc. of 'revenging injuries, ro be as natural as the incli- 
Cones, {- nation to gratitude, judging according to the com- 
ir: me- mon rule that one contrary is the meaſure of another, 
nl roi Nay he condemns the putting up an injury as dege- 
hp Soba ng " nerous and ſervile.He makes indignation at the proſ- 
mills LEES perity of unworthy Men a Vertue, (andto prove 


OE. it, tells us the Cyec/ars attributed it to their Gods 


as 
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as a paſſion becoming the excellency of their natures. 
But if we conſider the Supreme Diſpoſer of allthings: 
may do what he pleafes with his own, that he is m-- 
finitely Wiſe, and in the next World will diſpenſe 
Eternal recompences ; there is not the leaſt cauſe of 


ircitation for that ſeeming diſorder. He alfo al- Vide Lib. 4- 
lows pride to be a noble temper that proceeds from Ethic. 


a ſublime Spirit, He repreſents his Hero by this a- 
mong other characters, that he is diſpleaſed wit h 
thoſe who mention to him the benefits he hath recei- 
ved, which make him inferiour to thoſe that gave 
them; as if humility and gratitude, were qualities 
contrary to magnaminity. He condemns Envy ( as 
a vice) that would. bring down others to our mean- 
neſs, but commends Emulation, which urges to aſ- 
cend to the height of them that are aboveus, But 
this is no real Vertue, for it doth not excite us by 
| the worth of moral good, but from the vain delire of 
equality, or preheminence. And Plato himſelf, 
though tiled Divine, yet delivers many things that 
are deſtructive of moral honeſty. He diſſolves the 
moſt ſacred band of humane ſociety, ordaining in 
his Common-wealth a Community of Wives, He 
allows an honeſt man to lie in-ſome-occafions; where- 


as the ruleis Et ernal, We muFt not do evil, that good Si eos inffi- 
may come thereby, Tn ſhort, a conſidering Eye will c:amus ut | 
diſcover many ſpots, as well as beauties in their muſt 5, 999% Chr 


admired inſtitutions, They commend thoſe things 


ftiane ſcrip- 
ſerunt z 1 ut 


as Virtues which are Vices, and leave out thoſe Ver-ch,;43au, 
tues which are neceſſary for the perfection of our Pagayice. 
nature, and the Yertues they commend, are defective Eraſmus. 


in thoſe gualities that are requiſit to make them ſin- 

cere. If Philoſophy were Incarnate, and had ex- 

preſt the Purity and Efficacy of all its Precepts a 
re 
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real actions, yet it had abundantly fallen ſhort of. 
that Supernatural, Angelical, Divine Holineſs which 
the Goſpel requires. Till the Wiſdom of God re- 
mov'd his Chair from Heaven to Earth to inſtruct the 
World, not only the,depravation of the lower facul- 


ties, but thedarkneſs of the humane underſtanding, 


hindred Men fromperforming their univerſal duty. 
The Goſpel alone brings light to the Mind, Peace 
ro the Conſcience , Purity to the Aﬀections, and 


rectitude to the Life, 


CHAP. 


iu the Contrivance of Man's Redemption. 


- ——_— T—_ 


CHAP XY LL: 


Examples have a ſpecial Efficacy above Precepts to form 
us to Holineſs, The Example of Chriſt is moſt pro- 


per to that end, being abſolutely perfect, and accom- 
modate to our preſent ſtate, Son: Vertues are neceſ- 
ſary to our condition as Creatures, or to our condition 
inthe world, of which the Deity u uncapable ; and 
theſe eminently appear in the Life of Chriſt. They 
are Humility, Obedience, and Love in ſuffering 
for us, His Life contains all our Duties, or Motives 
to perform them, Feſus Chrift purchaſed the Spi- 
rit of Holineſs by his ſufferings, and confers it ſince 
his Exaltation, The Saxitifying Spirit is the only 
Concomitant of Evangelical Mercy, The Dc- 
claration of the Law on Mount Sinai was not 
accompanied with the renewing Efficacy of the Spirit, 
nor the natural Diſcovery of the Divine Goodneſs in 
the Works of Greation & Providence, The lower Ope- 
rations of the Spirit were only in the Heathens, The 
Philoſophical change differs from the Spiritual and 
| Divine, Socrates and Seneca conſider d. Our 
Saviour preſents the ſtrongeſt Inducements to per- 
ſwade us to be holy, They are proper to work upon 
Fear, Hope, and Love. The greatneſs of thoſe Ob- 
jedts, and their Truth are clearly manifefted in the 


Goſpel, 


-"He Second Means by which our Redeemer 
reſtores us to Holineſs,is by exhibiting a com- 
pleat Pattern of it in his Life upon Earth, For the 


Aaa diſco- 
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diſcovery how influential this is upon us, we muſt 
conhhder, That in all the moſt noble works, the. prin- 
cipal Cauſc is an exact Idea in the mind of the A- 
cnt z and Examples are the ſame, He that deſires 
to excel in Painting, or Sculpture, muſt view the 

moſt accompliſht Pieces of thoſe Arts. Thus in 
Morality, the conſideration of Eminent Actions per- 
formed by others, is of admirable efficacy to raiſe us 
to pericction, That Examples have a peculiar 
Power above the naked Precept to diſpoſe \us to 
the practice of Holineſs, appears by conſidering ; 

1, That they moſt clearly e xpreſs to us theNa- 
tore of our Duties in their Subjects and ſenſible Ef- 
fets, General Precepts form abſtra&t Idca's of 
Vertue, but in Examples Vertues are made viſible 
in all their Circumſtances, 

Contumatia 2, Precepts inſtruct us what things are our Du- 

redargm 108 ty, but Examples afſure us that they are poſſible, 


P Ne *" They reſemble a clear Stream wherein we may -not 
emples. Nam EI | EXE 4 
Fi SN only diſcover our Spots, but waſh them off, When 


poſſurt gue Wwe fee Men like our ſelves, who are united to frail 
diceas firmi- fleſh, and in tne ſame condition with us, to com- 
tatem,aifi ea mand their Paſtions, to overcome the moſt glorious 
Preor j ecerts. 2nd littering Temptations, we are incouraged in our 
Naantns Epiritual Warfare, 
elinir 34 vi- 3+ Examplcs by a ſecret and lively incentive urge 
134, videri us to imitation. The Romans kept in their houſes 
vult non mo- the Pictures of their Progenitours to heighten. their 
ao cam ve= Spirits, and provoke them to follow the Preſidents 
#14, ſea e17- ſt before them. We are toucht in another manner 
rs rornurg by the viſible practice of Saints,which reproaches ou: 
Lak. de Retecs and obliges ns to the ſame Care and Zeal, 
ver. Sap. than by Laws though holy and good. Now the 
Example of Chriſt is moſt proper to form us to Ho- 


lineſs. 
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lineſs, it being abſolutely perfe&t, and accommo- 
date to our preſent ſtate, | 
1. *Tis abſolutely perfe&, There isno example 
of a meer man, that is to be followed without limi- 
tation. Be ye followers of me as I am of Chriſt, ſaith 
the great Apoſtle, Nay,it we would unite the Excel- 
lencies of all good Men into one, yet we might not 
ſecurely tollow him in all things: for his remaining 
defets might be fo diſguiſed by the Vertues to which 
they arejoyned, that we ſhouid err in our imitation, 
But the Lite of Chriſt was as the pureſt Gold, with- 
out any allay of baſer metal, His converſation was 
a living Law. He did no ſin,neither was any guile found 
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in his mouth. He w.1s hily, harmleſs, undefiled, ſepa- Heb. 7+26, 


rate from finzers, He united the efficacy of exam- 
ple with the direction of Precepts , his actions al- 
ways anſwered his words, Chriſtianity, the pureſt 
Inſtitution in the World,is only a contormity to his 
pattern, The univerſal command of the Goſpel, 
that compriſes all our duties 15,70 walk as Chriſt walk- 
ed, | l 
2, His Example is moſt accommodate to our pre- 
ſent State. There muſt be fome proportion between 
the model and copy that is to be drawn by ir. Now 
the Divine Nature is the Supreme Ruie of Moral 
Perfections. We are commanded to be Holy, as God 
z5 Holy. But fuch is the obſcurity of our Minds, 
and the weakneſs of our Natures, that the Pattern 
was too high and Glorious to be expreſtby us. We 
had not ſtrength to Aſcend to Him, but He had 
goodneſs to Deſcend to us : and inthis prefent ſtate. 
to ſet before us a Pattern more fitted to our capacity. 
Although Light is the proper ob,e& of vight; yet 
that immenſe Light which the Sun hath in tae Meri- 
Aaa 2: dian 
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John 13.15» 
1Pet.2.21» 


Judg. 94483. 
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dian is inviſible to our ſight z we more ealily dif. 
cuver the reflexion of it in ſome opacous Body : £o 
the Divine Attributes are ſwceten'd in the Son of 
God Incarnate, and being united with the Graces 
proper for the Humane Nature, are more perceptible 
to Qur minds, and more imitable by us. This was 
one great deſign of his coming into the World, t o 
ſct before us in doing and ſuffering, not a meer Spe- 
Racle for our wonder, but a Copy to be tranſcribed 
in our Hearts and Lives. He therefore choſe ſuch 
a tcnor of lile as every one might imitate, His 
Supreme Vertue exprelt it ſelt in ſuch a temperate 
courſe of actions, that as Abimelech ſaid to his fol- 
lowers, Look oz mz and do (ikewiſe : So our true Abz- 
melech, our Father, and Soveraign, calls upon us to 
imitate him. The firſt effect of Predeſtination is 
to conform us tothe Image of the Son, who was for 
this end made the firii-born among many Brethren, He 
aſſumed the Humane Nature that we might partake - 
of the Divine, not enly by His Merit but by His Ex- 
ample. ; 

This will appear more fully by conſidering, There 
are ſome Yertues neceſſary to our condition as Crea- 
tures, or with reſpect to our ſtate of trial here be- 
low, which the Deity is not capable of, and thoſe 
moſt eminently appear inthe Lite of Chriſt, I will 
inſtance in three which are the Elements of Chriſtian 
Perfection. His Humility in deſpiſing all the Ho- 

nour of the World, His Obedience in Sacrificing 
His Will intixely to God's, and His Charity in pro- 
curing the Salyation of Men by his Sufferings: and 
in alltheſe He denied to his Humane Nature the 
ak wag due to it by its union with the Eternal 
Word, 


1 F Humi- 
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1. Humility in ſtcictneſs hath no place in God : 

He requires the Tribute of Glory from all. his Crea- 

tures, And the Son of God had a right to Divine 

Honour upon his firſt Appearance here below, Yet 

He was born in a Stable, and made ſubjet: to our-. 

common impertections. Although He was ordain'd 

to convert the World by his Do&rine and Mira- 

cles, yet for the tenth part of his time he lived 

concealed and filent, being ſubje&t to his Mother 

and reputed Father, in the ſervile work of a Carpen- Mar. 6.3. 

ter. And after his ſolemn inveſtiture into his Office | 

by a Voice from Heaven, yet he was deſpiſed and 

contemned ; He refuſed to be a King, and ſtoopt ſo 

low as to waſh his Diſciples feet. All this he did to john 13. 


inſtru& us to be meek axd lowly, to corre our Pride, Mat. 11, 29. 


the moſt intimate and radicated corruption of Na- 

ture. For as thoſe Diſcaſes are moſt incurable, 

which draw nouriſhment from that food which is ta- 
ken tbr the ſupport of Life , ſo Pride that turns ver- 

tuous actions which are the matter of praiſe into its 

nouriſhment, is moſt difficultly overcome. But the 
Example of the Sonof God,in whom there is an uni- 

on of all Divine and Humane Perftc&ions, debaſeing 
| himſelf to the form of a Servant, is ſufficient, if duly 
conſidered, to make us walk humbly. 

2. Obedience is a Vertue that becomes aninferior. 
either a Servant or Subjeq, who &e juſtly under 
the power of others,and muſtbe complying with their 
Will : So that 'tis very diſtant from God, who hath. 
none ſuperior to him in Dominion or Wiſdome, bur- 
his Will is the Rule of Goodneſs to his own and: 
others Aftions, Now the Son of God became Man: 
and was Univerſatly Obedient to the Law of his. 
Father. And his Obedience had all the ingredi: 


ents: 
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ents that might commend it to our imitation. The 
value of Obedience ariſes upon three accounts. 


1. The Dignity of the Perſon that obeys: it is 
more Meritorious in an Honourable than in a mean 


2.From the difficulty of the Command,it being no 
oreat Victory over tie appetite in Obedience, ub 
diligituy quod debetur, where the inſtance is agreeable 
to our aftections, 

3. From the intireneſs ot the wil in obeying, 
For to perform a commanded Action againſt our 
conſent, is only to be ſubject in the meaner part of 
Man, the Body, and to refit in the ſuperior, which 
is the Mind. Now in all theſe reſpects the Obedi- 
ence of Chriſt was Perte&t. In the Dignity of the 
Perſon Obeying, it exceeded the Obedience of all 
the Angels, as much as the Divine Perſon exceeded 
all created. The difficulty of the Command is grea- 
ter than ever was put upon Servant or Subjet: 
He was Obedient to the Death of the Croſs, that 
is, Death with diſhonour and torment, the evils 
that are moſt contrary to the Humane Nature and 
Appetice. And the compleatneſs of his Will in 
obeying is moſt evident. For if Chriſt had deſired 
deliverance from his Perſecutors, he had certainly 
obtained it, He tells his Diſciples, that upon his 
requeſt, his Father would ſend twelve Legions of 
Angels tor his reſcue. But he reſigned the whole 
Power of his Wl to his Fathers ; 2ot my will, but thy 
will be done, was his Voice at his privat Paſſion in 
the Garden. He ſubmitted the act and exerciſe of 
his will ; zot what I will but what thou wilt, he ſaith in 
another Evangeliſt : he yielded not only the faculty, 
and exerciſe of his will to do what God enjoyned, 


but 
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but 1a that manner which was pleaſing to Him, A+ 
as I will, but as thou wilt, he exprefles in the words 
of a third, Now what is there in Heaven or Earth 
that can move our Wills to entire Obedience, ifthis 
marvellous Pattern doth not afte&t us Let the ſame 
Mind be in you that was ia Chriſt, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
How glorious is it to do what he did, and what a 
reproach to decline what he ſuffter'd, who had the 
Holineſs of God to give excellency to the Action, 
and the infirmiry of Man to endure the ſharpneſs of 
the Paſſion ! 

3. Love to Mankind is expreſt by our Saviour in 
a peculiar manner, For although God is Infinitely 
Good to us, yct he doth not prefer the happineſs of 
Man before his own Bleſfſedneſs. The Salvation of 
the whole World were not to be purchas'd with the 
leaſt diminution of the Divine Felicity, But the 
Son of God ſuffer d the extremeſt Evil, to procure 
the molt ſovereign Good tor us, who were in Re- 
bellion againſt his Laws and Empire, Briefly, The 
Life of Chriſt contains all our Duties towards God 
and Man, expreſt in the moſt perte&t manner, or 
Motives to perform them, We may clearly ſee in 
his deportment innocent Wiſdom, prudent Simpli- 
city, compaſſionate Zeal, perte&t Patience, the 
courage of Faith, the joy of Hope, the tenderneſs 
and care of Love, incomparable Meekneſs, Mo- 
deſty, Humility and Purity, He ſpent the night 
in Communion with God, and the day in Charity 
to Men. He perfe&ly hated Sin, and equally loved 
Souls. The neareſt and readieſt wav to PerfeCtion, 
is a ſerious regard to his Precedez; : For the cauſes. 
of all Sinare either the deſire of wit he deſpiſed, 


or the fearof whatHe ſuffer'd, He voluntarily de- 


prived 


: #, ves  & 
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res et. Prived himſelf of Riches, Honours, Pleaſures, to 
{tie Pecimes render them contemptible, and endured outrages of 
Sanus þ Lach all forts, the contradition of Sinners, and the thar 
prientiam, Eſt Sufferings to make them tolerable, He aſcended 
ach ny »- Mount Calvary to his Croſs, before he aſcended 
bs pofeets « From Mount Oliver to his Throne ; He was naked 
Ag tony before He was cloathed with Light, and crowned 
Ps born, with thorns before with Glory. : And thus he po- 
ehpdogag werfully teaches us to follow his ſteps who ſuffered 
rroniry cumer for 8s, It a Phyſician of great eſteem, in a Diſeaſe 
wire porſ- takes a bitter Potion, it would perſwade thoſe who 
ſrleni/</*" are in the ſame danger, to uſe the ſame Remedy, 
urs quad gerc- 3 
art repelere Since the Son of God to purchaſe our Happineſs, de- 
pray 144: nied himſelf the enjoyment of worldly delights, and 
1<c:r. Tert. & endured the worſt of #emporal Evils, nothing can be 
4m: 657157: more effetual to convince us, that the Pleaſures of 
the world are not conſiderable as to our laſt end, 
and that preſent AﬀiGtions are ſo far from being in- 
conſiſtent with our ſupreme Blefſedneſs, that they 
prepare us for it, 

In ſhort, His excellent Example not only en- 
lightens our Minds to diſcover our Duty, but inables 
and excites to perform it. As the Eye in beholding 
viſible objects receives their Image, ſo by contem- 
plating the Graces that are conſpicuous in our Re- 
deemer, we derive a ſimilitude from them, We all, 

2Cor.3.12, ſaith the Apoſtle,” with oper face beholding as in a glaſs 
the Glory of the Lord, that is by viewing in the Go- 
ſpel the Lite of Chriſt, which was glorious in Ho- 
lineſs, We are changed into the ſame Image from 
Clory ts Glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord : 
that is, gradually faſhioned in Grace according to his 
likeneſs. 

And what can more powerfully move and per- 


ſwade 
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{wade us to Holineſs, than to conſider the Preſident 
that Chriſt hath ſet before us. For how honourable 
isit to belike the Son of God? By conformity to. 
Chriſt, we partake of the Divine Perte&ions. The 
King of Heaven will acknowledge us for his Chil- 
dren, when we bear tne reſemblance of our elder 
Brother, Belides the motive of Honour, Love doth 
ſtrongly incline to tollow Holineſs in imitation of 
our Redeemer. This is one difference between 
Knowledge and Love, the underſtanding draws the 
 objedtto it felf and transforms it into its own like- 
neſs, Thus material objects have an immaterial ex- 
iſtence in the mind when it contemplates them. But 
Love goes forth to the object loved ; the Soul is more 
where it loves than where it lives; that is, there is more 
of its intellectual preſence, its thoughts and deſires, 
and it always affects a reſemblance to it. Thus Love 
humbled God, and made him like tous in Nature, 
and Love exalts Man, by making him like ro God in 
Holineſs ; for it excites us to imitate and expreſs 
in our actions the Vertues of him who hath called us to 
his Kingdom and Glory. | 

3, Inorder to the reſtoring of Holineſs to /apſed 
Man, the Lord Chriſt purchas'd and conveys the 
| Spirit to them, A ſtate of Sinincludes a total pri- 

vation of Holineſs, and an afive contrariety againſt 

it. The Sinner is dead as to the Spiritual Lite, and 
_ as unable to revive himſelf, as a carcaſe 1s to break 
the gates of Death and returnto the light ot che 
world: but he lives to the Sexſual Lite; and ex- 
preſſes a conſtant oppoſition ro the Law of God, 
He is without ſtrength as to his Duty, not able to 
conceive an holy thought, or to excitea fincere and 


ardent defire towards Divine things ; but hath ſtrong 
Þ bb incimations 
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inclinations of Will, and great Power for that which 


is evil, Now to reſtore Spiritual Life to the dead 
Soul, and to conquer the living enmity that is in it 
againſt Holineſs, no leſs than the Divine Power was 
requiſite, And the effecting this is peculiarly at- 
tributed to the Spirit. Our Saviour. tells Nzcode- 
mus, Excezt a man be born of water, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. And the 
Apoſtle ſaith, That according to his Mercy He ſaves 
us, by the waſhing of Regeneration, and by the renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt, As inthe Creation, where all 
the Perſons concurr'd, 'twas the motion of the Spi- 
rit that conveyed the Lite of Nature ; So in the 
Renovation of the World, where they all cooperate, 
*tis the powerful working of the Spirit that produces 
the Lite of Grace, He viſits us in the grave, and 
inſpires the breath and flame of Heaven to animate 
and warm our. dead. hearts... "Twas requifice .not 
only that the Word ſhould take: Fleſh, but that 
Fleſh ſhould receive the Spirit, to quicken and enable 
it to perform the acts of the Divine Life.”Tis for this 
reaſon the third Perſon is frequently ſtiled in Scyip- 
ture the Holy Spirit, That Title hath not an immediate 
reſpet.to his Nature, but to the Operations whicts 
are aſſign d to Him, in the admirable Oecoomy.of our | 
Redemption. *Tis not upon the account of his 
eſflential and eternal Purity, which is common to all 
the Perſons, but. in regard of his Office, to infuſe 
Holineſs into the depraved Soul, and renew the Di- 
vine Image, that he is fo call'd. Now Jeſus Chriſt 
purchaſed the Spirit by. his Humiliation and. Suffer- 
ings, and conveys Him to us in his Exaltation 
and Glory. 

, 1, He purchasd the Spirit by bis Sufferings, For * 


ſince 
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fince Man fell from his origiza/ Innocence, he is juſtly 
depriv'd of ſpecial Grace, that is neceſſary to heal 
and recover him, And till by a perfe& Sacrifice 
Divine Juſtice was appeaſed, ( that had ſhut the 
Treaſury of Heaven, ) and the Forfeiture taken 
off, he could not obtain the eternal Riches. God 
mult be reconciled before He will beſtow the Holy 
Spirit , a Gift ſo great and ſo precious, the earneſt of 
his peculiar Love and ſpecial Favour to us. There- 
fore our Saviour tells his Diſciples, who were ex- 
tremely afflicted for his departure from them, That 
it was expedient he ſhould go away, for otherwiſe the 
Spirit would not come ; whoſe Office was to convince 
and convert the World. The departure of Chriſt 
implied his Death and Aſcenſion, both which were 
requiſite in order to the "Y of Him. If the 
Blood of Chriſt had not been ſhed on the Croſs, the 
Spirit had not been poured forth from Heaven, The 
effuſion of the one, was the cauſe of the effuſion of 
the other, The Rock that refreſhed the Iſraelites in 
the Deſert, did not powre forth its miraculous wa- 
tcrs, till it was ſtruck by the Rod of Moſes; to in- 
ſtrut us, That Chriſt our Spir/#ual Rock muſt be 
ſtruck with the Curſe of the Law, the myſtical Rod 
of Moſes, to communicate the Waters of Life tous, 
that is, the Spirit, who is repreſentedin Scripture un- 
 derthat element. SEE 

2, Our Redeemer confers the Spirit after his 
glorious Exaltation, Whew he aſcended on high, he led 
Captivity captive, andgave gifts unto men. After his 
triumph over Principalities and Powers, He giſpenc'd 
his Bounty in this rich Dozative. For the Holy 
Spirit was firſt given to Chriſt as the reward of his 
excellent Obedience in dying, that was infinitely 
| Bbb 2 pleaſing 
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pleaſing to God, to be communicated from him to. 
Men. And he received the Spirit in the quality of 
Mediator upon his entrance into Heaven, The. 
Pſzlmiſt declares this Prophetically, Thou haſt af. 
cended on high, thou haſt led captivity captive, thou haſt 
received gifts for Mex, yea for the rebellious alſo, that 
theLord God might dw«ll among th:m, He acquired 
a right to thoſe Treaſures by dying, but he takes 
poſſeſſion of rhem atter his Aſcenſion, Now He is 
Crown'd, He h.1ds torth the Scepter of his Royalty, 
Therefore *tis ſaid that when Chriſt was upon the 
Earth, the Holy Spirit was not given, becauſe Feſus - 
was uot Glorified, 1f it be objected, that Believers 
before the Aſcen(iin of Chriſt, were partakers of the | 
Spirit ; the anſwer is clear. 

1, It was upon Chriſt's interpoling in the begin- 
ning as Mediator, and with reſpect to his future 
Death and Aſcenſion, that the Spirit. was given to 
them. | 

2, The degrees of communicating the Spirit be- 
fore and after the Aſcenſion of Chriſt are very dit- 
ferent ; whethes we conſider - hz gifts of the Spirit, 
thoſe extraordinary abilities with which the Apo-- 
ſtles were endued ; or the fruits of the Spirit,the San- 
Qifying Graces that are beſtowed on Believers, the 
meaſure of them far exceeds what-ever was conveyed 
betore, The Spirit Dcſcended as ma dew upon the 
Jewiſh Nation, but *tis now powred forth in ſhowers 
pon all fliſh, Now.in the ſtile of Scripture things 
are [aid to be, when apparently and eminently they 
diſcover their being. So that comparatively to the 
Power and Virtue of the Spirit diſcovered in the 
Church ſince the Glorification of Chriſt, he was not. 
given before, All the former manifeſtations are ob- 


{curcd 
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ſecured by the exceſs and excellency of the later. 


And not only the Decree of God which is {1Acienc 


to conned& thoſe things that have no natural depen- 


dence, but there arc ſpecial r2aſons {or the order of 
this Diſpenſation :- for the grear ead of the Spirit's 
coming was to reveal fully to the World the way 
of Salvation ; todiſcover the- unſearchable riches 
of Grace; to aſſure Men of happincſs after this 


Life, that they. might be redaced from a ſtate of 


Rebellion to Obedience, and their affections be re- 
fined and. purified from all Earthlineſs and made 
Angelical and Heavenly. Now the Principal de- 
monſtrations which he uſed to perſwade Men of 


theſ: things, are the Death and Reſurre@ion of 
Chriſt, without which theſe Myſteries had been un-. 


der a cloyd.. That the Inſtruction therefore of the 


Spirit might be clear and effectual, it was neceſſary 
Chriſt ſhould Suffer and enter into Heaven, and ac- 


compliſh thoſe things he was to teach. 


And from hence we may obſerve that the Sanctify- 


ing Grace of the Spirit is only the concomitant of 
the Evangelical Mercy, The Goſpel and the Spi- 


ritare the Wings by which 7he. Sun of Righteouſneft 


brings healing and life to the World, The declarati- 
on of the Law from Mount $:za; was Divine, but 
not accompanied with the efficacy of Grace : There- 
fore 'tis called the min;/ration of Death, It convey- 
edno Spiritual ſtrength as delivered by rhe hands 


of Moſes, conſidering him preciſely in the quality: 


of the legal Mdiator, but threataed a Curſe to the 
breakers of it. All the promiſes of Mercy ſcat- 
tered in the Books of Moſes belong to the Covenant 


of Grace. The Goſpel is called the Lzw of the Spirit 
of Life, and the Miniſtration of the Spirit , that is, 


the . 


j 
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the Spirit of Holineſs and Comtort from whom true 
and Eternal Life proceeds, and is ſolely communi- 
cated by it. The diſcovery of the Divine Good- 
neſs in the Works of Creation and Providence, is 
natural, and without.the renewing power of the Spi- 
rit : There is a correſpondence between the external 
Revelation of Mercy, and the internal Grace of the 
Spirit in their Original : as the - one is ſupernatural; 


f is theother, Not but that the Heathens had ſome 


fainter beams of the Sun of Rzghreouſneſs, for he in- 
lightens every man that comes into the World,and ſome 
lower operations of the Spirit, whereby they were 
reduced from Intemperance, Incontinency and other 
groſs Vices ; to the practice of ſeveral Vertues that 
reſpect the Civil Life. And of this we have an emi- 
nent inſtance recorded by Diogenes Laertius, That 
Polemo half-drunk, crown'd with Roſes, and in the 
dreſs of a Harlot rather than of a Man, coming into 
the School of the ſevere Zerocrates, hearing him diſ- 
courſe of Temperance, as by a Charm was ſo per- 
featly changed, that caſting away the Garland from 
his Head, and the laſcivious Ornaments that were 
about him, and which was more conſiderable, his 
vicious Habits from his Soul; he that enteredin a 
Reveller come forth a Philoſopher, ſo corrected and 
compoſed in his manners, that he was called the Do- 
ricktone, which of all others was the moſt ſolemn 
and majeſtical in the Muſick of thoſe times. Now 
this alteration was wrought by the force of natural 
Reaſon, which prevailed on him to renounce thoſe 
ſenſual and baſeluſts, that were inconſiſtent with the 
Honour and Peace of a Man in this preſent Life. 
But ſtill he was exceedingly diſtant from the Purity 
ofa true Saint, who partakes of the Divine Nature, 


and 
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and.is inclin'd in all his-motions to God. All the 
Precepts of ' Morality, to uſe the Similtude of Plu- 
farch,arelike ſtrong Perfumes that ſometimes revive 
thoſe that are in a Swoon by the Fallizg- Sickneſs, but 
never heal them: So they may recover thoſe that 
are debaucht from the. outward . practice of thoſe 
ignoble Vices which violate Natural Conſcience, 
but they cannot rectifie and. cure the corrupt 
Nature, The higheſt Ph:/:ſophical Change was 
onely from thoſe Vices which were ſcandalous in 
the view of men; but conſiſted with thoſe which - 
were, though more ſubtile , yet not leſs finfull, 
and diſcernable by the pure Eye of God, *Twas 
from one kind of Sin to another , from ſenſual to Aliis pecea+ 
ſpiritual , Satan caſt out Satan ; or from higher #4, alia pec- 
to lower degrees of Sin , but not from Sin to cats v7ncmn- 
Holineſs.. Andalthough the ſame good Works, as '*” > xg 
to the external ſubſtance, were performed by the "x. geen 
Heathens, as by Chriſtians, yet they vaſtly differ in vx. glo- 
their Principle and End. A Brute performs all the 7s) ingenti 
acts of Sexſe that a Man doth, but 'tis meerly from cupidizate 
the ſer{itive Soul, that is of a lower order than Preſerint. 
that which animates a Man. So in the Heather 'twas Fig ty 
only the humane Spirit excited by Secular Intereſts, © YO 
Self-love, ſervile Fear, that performed Moral 
A@ions. But the Holy Spirit (who infuſes Grace, 
that is as it were a ſecozzd Soul, to elevate that which 
before quickened the Body ) is the true Principle 
of Chriſtian Vertues, This ſanCtifying Spirit, 
who transforms us into the Divine Nature. 
and makes an entire and thorow - Change in the 
Heart and Converſation, they did not receive in 
the way of Nature. Of this we have a convincing 
proof in the Example ofthe beſt Maſters of Morality, 
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| who by their Diſcourſes or Writings rais'd it to the 
Nc 20v21t- point of its perfection. Sotrates the Father of Phz. 
binge /oſephy, to whom this honour is aſcribed among the 
v:tera d> Grectans, that he firſt made Wiſdom deſcend trom 
pellens, zee Heaven tO earth, becauſe he left the ſtudy of Aftro- 
adol;ſcenti- nomy, in which the Philoſophers before him were moſt 
am v11:25 converſant, and applied himſelf to that which was 
JE "",.; uſcful- for the Government of Life, and Reiorma- 
Sp tion of Manners : He that is propounded by Celju: as 
Tet. 4u; an unparallel d Pattern, as one that diſcovered to 
Chrifianzam what degree of: excellency Vertue' might raiſe the 


 Japientiam _ humane Spirit, yet was guilty of great 7mmorality 


99s and impiety. * Thoſe who pretend to have known 
PrejereYſ. the retirements of his Life, accuſed him of impure 
Attics ex- Commerce with Alcib:iades, Hebetraycd the Chaſtity 
emplum, Of his Wite, by giving her to his Friend. Plato 
Lexro off and Xemophon his admirers, declare his compliance 


 Philoſophs. with the common TIdolatry, which is juſtly aggra- 


Terwul. A- - yared. by St. Auſtin, being againſt the Convictions 


VidXeno- Of his Conſcience. For although in private Diſ- 
phon. Me- courſe with his Friends he acknowledged but oz? 
mcrab. 1.4 God, and confidered the Suz and Mooz only as the 
*Y:4. Thecd. works and inſtruments of the Divine Power, and in 
G1zcar.affect. | . EP ; 
C:r.1.13; v2, the rank of other Creatures ; yetin his Apology be- 
Put. Convir. fore his Judges to prevent the fatal Senrence, he 

charged his enemies to be guilty of impudent falf- 

hood, who accuſed him that he did not belicye the 

Gods, 1ince he believed, as all other men, that the 
4 'Ovz 7125 im Sun and Moon were Gods, And during the time 
3.464 75% of his impriſonment, he never addreſt one Prayer to 
244, 15-2 God for the pardon of his Sins ; + for he had ſo high 
{46 4.5 an opinion of his own Vertues, that he was inſen- 


Rin muy t9 adVay 


is fifier, Nble of his. Vices. And dying, he commanded a 
xcncPb. 1%. 4 Cock to be offer'd to Zſculapris, that is, to the De- 
vil, 
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in the Contrivance of May's Read:rmption, 
vil, under the diſguiſe of that famous Phyſicias. 
To Socrates I ſhall add Sexeca : Never any, excep- 
ting the Sacred Writers, and thoſe who are in- 
ſtructed by them, hath writ more excellently, He 
deſcribes Vertue as if the living Original were in 
his Breaſt ; but how dull a Copy was drawn in his 
Lite, There is as great a difference between the 
expreſſion of it by his Pen and by his Adtions, as be- |... .., 
tween the lively Picture of a Face by a rare Pencil, :,,mtr,. 
and the rude Draught of it with a Coal. What a me Gs i@i- 
villainous'part did he a& in exciting Vero to murder Avodqpe 

his Mother; and after in writing an Apology for it, 99% &- 
employing the colours of his Rherorick to cover one DEN KOs 7 
of the touleſt blots which hath appeared in the ſuc- pe i 
ceflion of all Ages © His Philoſophy was not a power- me 
ful Aztidote againſt the Contagion of the Courr, 

W hat juſt excuſe can there be of his Cruelty to his 
Wife, incutting her Veins, that ſhe might die with LG Tait 
him; from a vain-glorious deſire to eternize their 
Reputation * And whereas among the whole Chorus puncum of 
of Vertues, he in a ſpecial manner exalts Magna- iy quo navi- 
nimity in the contempt of earthly things, and de- gatis, in quo 
termines that the neceſlities of Nature are the #!latis, 
juſt meaſures of Riches and Delights, and all other 9; 75! 


So that one would think him an Angel in fleſh, con- gewria fparin, 
verſing below to inſtruct the world how to be happy : in quorum 
yet the Hiſtorians of thoſe times tax him for inſatia- paſeſionem 
ble Avarice, that in 2 little time by unworthy arts 422 ag- 
he rak'd up an incredible Sum of Money. Suppoling 7-1 
it a Calumny that he forged many Wills to ſeize ,,, ,,2z.. 
upon the Inhecirance belonging to others, what ex- 
cuſe can there be for his exceffive Uſury, his forcing 
the Britains to borrow a Million ot Sefterces, and 

Cec calling 
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calling for it in, ſo much to their prejudice, as was 
likely to have cauſed their Rebellion * What for. his 
ſumptuuus Palaces, and Gardens of Pleaſure, ex- 
ceeding the Luxury of Nero? And all theſe poſſeſt 
by a. man who had no Son to inherit, a Philoſopher, 
a Stoick, the great commender of bleſſed Poverty. 
All the Apology he makes, is, that a Wiſe man that 
is himſelf, Nox amat Divitias ſed mavult, non in ant- 
mum illus ſed in domum. inducit, non reſpicit poſſeſias 
ſed contintt, Agreeing with Ariſtippus a Vhiloſophi- 
zing Animal, who being: reproved tor his intangle- 
ment in britiſh love with a-tamuus Harlot, replyed ; 
Diog.Lacrt- I poſſeſs her, not ſhe me, The only difference is in the 
matter of their Aﬀections, . the one was Riches, the 
other Pleaſure, By theſe inſtances we may judg 
of the reſt of the Philoſophers: Althougha Vein of 


Gold appear in their 


Vid. Philonis judicium de Platonico 
convivio, in Lib. de vite Contempt. 
Duanquam illorum ſe ingenia amare 
dicebant ea fere potiſimum amabant 
que bene habitabant, Quis efFenim 
ite amor amicitie ? cur neque defor- 
mem Adoleſcentem quiſquam.amat,nec 
ſormoſum ſenem ? Cicer. | 

Venerem nefaudam & quoſuis In- 
ceſtus eſſe adiaphora dicebant non ſo- 
lum Epicurei, ſed. ſevers ili Stoici, 
quod Sextus Empiricus #05 doeet ex 
Zenone, & Chrylippo. 


Writings, yet their. Lives were 


full of Droſs. The beſt of them 
are charged to have practiſed 
vice with thoſe,to whom.they 
commended the Precepts of 
Vertue, The fouleſt Adtions 
were approv'd by ſome, and 
the moſt excellent condemned 
by. others that pretended to 
Philoſophical PerteRion, Un-. 
natural Luſt was allowed as 
indifferent by Zexo and Chry- 
fippus: And the nobleſt Love 
in giving Lite it ſelf for the 


Glory of God in Martyrdom is cenſured by Epiizetus 
and Antoninus, as the effect of fooliſh and incurable 
Melancholy in Chriſtians, who were diſguſted with. 
the World, and devoted themſelves to Death.. The 


Spirit 
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Spirit of Holineſs who formes the powerful and 
laſting habits of true Vertue in the Soul, that ef. 
teually enclines from the Love of God, and with 
an intention for his Glory, to obey his Will, as it 
was purchas'd by Jeſus Chriſt, ſo it is peculiar to 
the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel that reveals Him. 
The Dodtrine of it 1s not delivered with ſo much 
Pomp, but with infinite more efficacy than the moſt 
eloquent Inſtrutions of Phzloſophers, One plain 
Sermon that repreſents Chriſt as Crucified before our 
eyes, to obtain Pardon of Sin for us; inflames the 
Soul with a more ardent Love to God, and vehement 
hatred of Sin, than all their elegazt and ſublime 
- Diſcourſes. There is the ſame difference between 
their Morals and the Evangelical Inſtitution, as be- 
tween two Nurſes; The one is adorned, and looks 
lovely to the eye, but wants Milk to nouriſh the In- 
fant in her Arms, the other is not ſo amiable in 
appearance, but hath a living ſpring of Milk to 
nouriſh her Child, Philoſophy hath the advantage of 
artificial beauty, but cannot ſupply the nouriſhment 
that is neceſſary to maintain the ſp:ritual Lite, But 
the Goſpel affords the ſizcere rational milk to the Soul, 
that it may grow thereby, *Tis therefore call d the 
Word of Life, a title that diſtinguiſhes it from theLaw, 
and all humaze Inſtitutions. 
+ Jeſus Chriſt hath preſented the ſtrongeſt in- 
ducements and motives to perſwade us to Holineſs, 
The way which he takes to ſave us, is not by a meer 
4& of Power to raiſe us above our ſelves, but he deals 
with us conveniently to our frame, in making uſe of 
our Aﬀections to bring us to himſelf. And whereas 
there are three AﬀeRtions that have a mighty power 
over the reaſonable Nature, and are the inward 
Ccc 2 ſprings 
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ſprings of humane actions,vzz. Fear, Hope, and Loyez 
He hath propounded ſuch Objects to them, which be- 
ing duely conſidered, are infinitely more efficacious 
than any thing that may divert us from our duty. 
Thegreat temptations to fin are from the terrors or 
delights of Senſe, and to overcome theſe, he hath 


brought to our affiſtance the Powers of the World to 


come : that is, hath revealed the dreadful preparati- 
ons for the Puniſhment of the Wicked, and the Glo- 
rious Rewards that attend the Godly in their future 
State. | 

Now to diſcover the efficacy of thoſe Objects for 
the perſwading Men to be Holy I will conſider, 
1. Their Greatneſs, as 'tis deſcribed in the Goſpel. 
2. Their Truth and Reality, of which our Saviour 
hath given us convincing evidence and aſſurance. 

1, To excite our Fear, he threatens Torments ex- 
treme andetcrnal, Theſe are ſet forth by ſuch re- 
preſentations, as rhay impreſs the quickeſt ſenſe of 
them upon Men, For the Imagination depends on 
ſenſible experience, and is ſtrongly affected with 
thoſe things that are terrible to our outward facul- 
ties. Now Hell is deſcribed by « Worms. gnawing 
the moſt tender parts,that are moſt capable of pain; 
to {ignify the furious reflections of the guilty Soul, 
the ſting of the inraged Conſcience, the torment of 
thoſe perfect Paſſions that continually vex the Dam- 
ned, And *tis ſet forth by Fire and Brimſtone, that 
is moſt fierce to ſenſe, the ſerious conſideration of 
which is enough to cauſe terror and amazement in 
all that are liable to it, And if the ſole apprehenſi- 
on be intolerable, how much more will the dwelling 
with devouring Fire,and everlaſting burning? 'Tis cal- 


Id the blackneſs of darkneſs, to lignifie the compleat 


horrour 
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horrour of that ſtate. The Fire hath only force to 

burn, not to give any light to mitigate the obſcuri- 

ty. *Tis called the ſecond Death, in compariſon of , 

which that of the body is but the ſhadow of Death. ,,,,.,; 4 

Oey of Life remains but the ſenſe of Miſery, and & mort; fo 

that will be as ſtrong for ever, as at the firſt entrance fine vitturi. 

into it. This infinitely increaſes the Torment, that it Aug- 

ſhall never end, The ſuffering Soul knows it ſhall be 

Ecernal, and as. ſuch it is felt and affiicts. . The 

Fire that devours ſhall never ſay 'tis enough, thatſad 

Night ſhall never have a Morning,that horrible Tem- 

peſt never any Calm. The Damned have no breathing 

of Reſt in their extreme pains,. no ſhadow of Hope 

to refreſh» them in their intolerable heat, but are under Rev. 20.10- 

torment day and night, for ever and ever. Now what 

can be more powerful to reſtrain Men from fin than 

the terrours ut the Lord 2 it the deſires of carnal and: 

momentany pleafures are impetuous and urgent, 

what can be more effectual to-give check to - 

than the conſideration that they are attended with 

a painful Eternity, that within a little while nothing 

will remain of the moſt pleaſant luſts but the Worms: 

and the Fire ? Thus one extreme is cured by another. 

Or, if the fear of Men who can inflict but outward 

evils, and Death on the Body, at any time reſiſts the 
rformance of our Duty, what is more proper to* 

leſſen the impreſſion,. than. to remember how dread- 

ful a thing it is to fall into the revenging haxds of the 

living God, who lives for ever, and can puniſh for 

ever 2 Thus our Saviour fortified his Diſciples againſt 

Perſecution, Iſay unto you, my Friends, Be not afraid of Luk 1244454 

them that kill the body, and after that have wo more they 

can do ; but. I will forwarn you whom you ſhall fear : fear 

him which after he hath killed hath power to caſt o_ 

ll 
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Hell, yea T ſay unto you, fear him, Eternal Damna-. 
tion is infinitely more feartul than Temporal Death, 
As the Rod of Moſes devoured the Rods of the Mag:- 


cians, So the fear of Hell overcomes the fear of 


Death, and all the Torments which end with this 
Life. 

I ſhall add further, to ſhew how fit an Argument 
this is to work on mankind, "That uſually the Fear 
of evil more deeply affects than the Hope of good. 
When the Imagination is violently ſtruck with an 
object, it hath a mighty force to turn the Mind 
and Will it ſelf, Therefore Laws are ſecured by 
Puniſhments, not by Rewards. Indeed the fear of 
Hell at firſt diſpoſes us for the love of Heaven : to 
eſcape the one we fly to the other. As the virtue of 
the Loadfſtone is increaſt by arming it with Iron, 
which although it hath no attractive power in it 
ſelt; 'yet by conjunction, it makes the others more 
forcible: So the promiſe of Heaven makes a ſtron- 
ger impreſſion upon us by the threatning of Hell to 
all thatdeſpiſe it. Were it not for the Torments 
of Hell '( which are more eaſily conceived by us 
whilſt we are cloathed with fleſh,chan Celeſtial Joys, 
and therefore more ſtrongly afte& us) Heaven would 
be neglected, and be as empty of Saints as 'tis full 
of Glory, To awaken us out of the deep Lethargy 
of ſenſual Luſts, the moſt pleaſant Muſick is inet- 
OOennyg leſs is requiſite than cutting and ſfea- 
ritying. | 

And not only thoſe that begin, and firſt enter in 
the ways of Godlineſs, but thoſe who are advanc'd 
in Chriſtianity have need of this Bridle. For there 
are ſome temptations wherein the Fleth aſſaults the 
Spirit with that violence, that Love it ſelf is obliged 


[38] 
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to call in Fearto its aſſiſtance, as being more proper: 
to repreſs its z»ordizate motions. *Tis only in Heaven 


that perfe& Love will conſume all concupiſcence, 
and caſt out fear of Judgment : bur whilſt we are 
encompaſt with temptations, we muſt not think un- 
der the pretext ot amore: raiſed Spirituality, that 
the fear of Hell is either unbecoming .or unneceſſa- 
ry, Tis not unworthy a Child of God to employ 
all the M tives of the Goſpel. We are commanded to 


work out our own Salvation with fear and trembling, Phil, 2-12» 


But the opening. ot Hell to our view. 1s not fufficient 


alone to- make- us Holy, For the ſtrongeſt terrors_ 


although. they reſtrain from the outward forbidden 


act, yet they do not change the Heart, queer þ 


to that of St. Auſtiz, Inaniter ſe vidorem putat eſſe 
peccati, qui pene timore non peccat, quia etſi non im- 
pletur forts negotium male cupiditatis, ipſa tamen'cu- 
piditas intus eFF hoſtis 5 That is, the fear of Puniſh- 

ent can never make us truly victorious over fin, be- 
cauſe although we do not actually accompliſh: the de- 
fires of the corrupt Will,yet the corrupt Will is ſti 
an-enemy that lives within, and'is only deſtroyed by 
the love of Holineſs,. which allures us by the excel. 


lent Reward that is promiſed: to it, Beſides, Fear 
isa violent Paſſion to which Nature is repugnant, 
ſo that although its power is great, yet not conſtant : 


how: ſtrong ſoever the force is by which a: ſtone is 


thrown upwards, yet *tis weakned by degrees, and 


overcome by the natural weight of the Stone, where- 


by it falls to the Centre.. So the Humane Nature re- 


ſiſts Fear, and leſſens its impetuouſneſs (o far, that 


frequently it returns to ſenſual Luſts, Therefore,that 
the Law of the Spirit may be perfect and ſtable; it 


muſt be confirmed:by the hopes of Heaven.. As the 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attribates, 
Natural, ſo the Spiritual Life muſt be nouriſht by 
orateful food,'tis not preſerv'd with Aloes or Worm- 
woods. For this reaſon our Saviour, 

2. To encourage and raiſe our Hopes, offers tous 
a Reward infinitely valuable : for as God is Infinite 
ſuch is the Happineſs he beſtows on his favourites, 
*Tis deſcribed to us in Scripture under the moſt en- 
amouring repreſentations; as a ſtate of Peace and 
Love, of Joy and Glory. | 

The Prince of Peace reigns in the Hely Feruſalem 
that is above, and preſerves an everlaſting ſerenity 
and calmneſs. The mutinous Spirits that rebell'd, 
were preſently chaſed from thence, into this lower 
Region, where they brought trouble 'and diſorder, 
He maketh Peace in his high Places, The Peace of 
Heaven 1s /ike the Chryſtal Sea-before the Throne of 
the Lamb, which no unquict agitation ever troubles 
or diſturbs. | 
_ Aninviolable Love unites all his Subjects, no di- 
viſion or jealouſie diſcompoſes their Concord. They 
enjoy without envy : for infinite Blefſedneſs is not 
diminiſhed by the number of the poſſeflours. The 
Inheritance in light is communicatedito all, Although 
the Angels are diſtinguiſh'd by their ſeveral Orders 
and Mmiſtrations, .as Seraphims, and Cherubims, 
Thrones and Powers, yet a Chain of Holy Love 
binds all their affetions together. And the Saints 
although they ſhine with different degrees of Glory, 
yetas in a Chorus of Mulick ; although the voices 
are different, they make bur one intire harmo- 
ny : So Love that ever continues, unites their wills 
in a delightful harmonious Agreement, Alchough 
there are millions of the Celeſtial Inhabitants, yer 
they all make but one Society, Love mixing in one 
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inthe Contrivance of Man's Redemption, 335 
-waſs of Light, and Glory, all their underſtandings 
and wills. _ | 
And fince all true Joy and Sweetneſs ſprings 
from Love, tis impoſſible but they muſt feel unſpeak- 
able complacency, in the reciprocal exerciſe of ſo 
Holy and Pure an Aﬀection. But principally, their 
| Joy ariſes from the poſſeſſion of God himſelf; by 
 thecleareſtKnowledg and pureſt Love of his E xcel- 
lencies, They ſee him as he is. Sight is the moſt Spi- x Joh-3.2. 
ritual and noble Senſe, that gives the moſt diſtin 
and evident diſcovery of its objects, The Soul in its 
exalted ſtate, ſees the King in his Beauty, all the per- 
fe&tions of that infinitely Glorious and Bleſſed Na- 
ture, in their brightneſs and purity, And this Sight 
cauſes the moſt ardent Love, by which*there is an 
. intimate and vital union between the ſoul and its 
| happineſs; and from hence ſprings perfe& delight: 
Iz thy preſence is fulneſs of Foy, It expels all evil that Pſal.16. 17s 
would imbitter and-leſſen our felicity. And this is an 
admirable priviledge for the Humane Nature, that 
is ſo ſenſible of trouble, All complaints and cries, g.y,25.4. 
_ all ſighings and ſorrows are for ever baniſht from 
Heaven, If the Light of the Sun be ſo pleaſant, that 
every morning revives the World, and renders it 
_ - new tous, which was buried in the darkneſs of the 
night ; how infinitely pleaſant will the "Light of 
Glory be, that difcovers the abſolute and univerſal 
Excellency of the Deity, the beauty of his Holi- 
neſs, the perfeQion of his Wiſdom, the greatneſs 
of his Power, and the riches of his Mercy « How 
inexpreſſibly great is the Happineſs that proceeds 
from the illumination of a purified Soul, when ſuch 
is the amiableneſs of God, that his infiaite and 


etemal Felicity ariſes from the fruition of himſelt : 
Dad The 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
The Joy of Heaven is ſo full, and fatisfying, that 
a thouſand years there are but as one day. Inferiour 
earthly goods preſently loſe the flower of zovelty, 
and langviſh in our enjoyment of them : Variety is 
neceſſary to put an edge upon our appetites, and 
quicken our delights ; becauſe they are imperfec, 
and fall (ſhort of our expeRation. But the objec? of 
our Bleſſedneſs is infinitely grear, and produces the 
ſame pure and perfed&t Joy for ever. After thelongeſt 


fruition it never cloys or ſatiates, but is as freſh 


and new as the firſt moment. | 
And that which is the peculiar Pleaſure of the 


Redecmed is, that they ſhall be with Chriſt, and ſee his 
Glory; What a marvellous joy will fill our hearts, 


to ſee our Bleſſed Saviour, who ſuffer'd ſo much for 


us on Earth, to reign in Heaven ? Here He was in 
his enemies hands, there he- hath them under his 
feet. Here He was in the form of 4 Servant, there 
He appears in the form of God, adorn'd with all the 
marks of Majeſty. Here He was under the cloud of 
his Fathers diſpleaſure, there He- appears as the- | 
Brightneſs of his Glory, Here He was ignominioully 
Crucified, there He is crown'd with Immortal Ho- 
nour. Now conſidering the ardent Aﬀections 
which the Saints have to' their Redeemer, the con- 
templation of him in this glorious ſtate, muſt 7»fi- 
zitely raviſh their hearts. Eſpecially, if we conſider 
that-the exaltation of Chriſt is theirs. The Mem-- 
bers triumph when the Head is crown'd. His ex-- 
cellent Glory reflects a luſtre upon them, and by the 
ſight of it, they are chang'd into his Likeneſs, If 
the imperfect and dim fight of his Divine VYertues 
in the Goſpel, hath a power to change Believers into 
tis. Image from glory to glory, how much more the Vi- 

| lion 


in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption, 


ſion of his unveiled Face £ Our Graces here are but 
as the rude draught and firſt colours of the Divine 
Image, that ſhall then be in its perte&tion. VWWe kow 


that when he appears we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall 7 J0-3-2. 


ſee him as he is. The ſimilitude between the Saints 
above and Chriſt is ſo exa, that if one ſhould en- 
ter into the Kingdom of Heayen, and were not 
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directed by the Light of that place, he would be 


apt to think every glorified Saint he meets to be 
more than a creature, St, Fohz the beloved of 
Chriſt, and as clear-ſighted as any of the Apoſtles, 
miſtook an Angel for God ; and would have adored 
him, although he did not appear in his full glory, 
The Kingdoms of the world with all their ſplendour 


are no more in compare to it, than a dead ſpark to 


the Sun in its brightneſs. The very Bodies of the 
Saints ſhall be raiſed from the Grave, and beautified 
with eternal Ornaments: They ſhall be Compani- 
ons with the Angels, and conformed to the glo- 
rious Body of Chriſt. Briefly, In the preſent ſtate 
we are not capable to receive the full knowledg of 
Heaven : What we underſtand is infinitely deſirable, 
but the moſt glorious part is ſtill undiſcovered. The 
Apoitle tells us, Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nei- 
x 4a hath it enter'd into the heart of man to conceive 
what God hath prepared for thoſe that love him. All 
that is beautiful or ſweet here, is but a ſhadow of 
that Glory, a drop of that vaſt Ocean of delights. 
For all that is deſirable in - the Creatures, and is 
diſperſt among therh, is united in God as the Origi- 
nal, in aninfinite and indeficient manner, with all 
the Prerogatives that the Creatures have not, Ce- 
leſtiaÞ Bleiſedneſs as' much exceeds our moſt raiſed 
thoughts, as God is more glorious in himſelf than in 
Ddd 2 any 


1 Cor,2.5, 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 


The Joy of Heaven is ſo full, and fatisfying, that 
a thouſand years there are but as one day, Inferiour 
earthly goods preſently loſe the flower of zovelty, 
and languiſh in our enjoyment of them: Variety is 
neceſſary to put an edge upon our appetites, and 
quicken our delights ; becauſe they are imperfe&, 
and fall (hort of our expeRation. But the object of 
our Blcſſedneſs is infinitely grear, and produces the 
ſame pure and perfe& Joy for ever. After thelongeſt 
fruition it never cloys or ſatiates, but is as freſh 
and new as the firſt moment, 

And that which is the peculiar Pleaſure of the 
Redecmed is, that they ſhall be with Chriſt, and ſee his 
Glory ; What a marvellous joy will fill our hearts, 
to ſee our Bleſſed Saviour, who ſuffer'd ſo much for 
us on Earth, to reign in Heaven 2 Here He was in: 
his enemies hands, there he- hath them under his 
feet. Here He was in the form of a Servant, there 
He appears in the form of God, adorn'd with all the 
marks of Majeſty. Here He was under the cloud of 
his Fathers diſpleaſure, there He appears as the 
Brightneſs of his Glory, Here He was ignominioully 
Crucified, there He is crown'd with Immortal Ho- 
nour. Now conſidering the ardent Aﬀections 
which the Saints have to' their Redeemer, the con- 
templation of him in this glorious ſtate, muſt 7f- 
zitely raviſh their hearts. Eſpecially, if we conſider 
that-the exaltation of Chriſt is theirs. The Mem-- 
bers triumph when the Head is crown'd. His ex-- 
cellent Glory reflects a luſtre upon them, and by the 
fight of it, they are chang'd into his Likeneſs, If 
the imperfect and dim fight of his Divine Vertues 
in the Goſpel, hath a power to change Believers into 
ts. Image from glory to glory, how much more the Vi- 
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in the Contrivance of May's Redemption, 


ſion of his unveiled Face £ Our Graces here are but 
as the rude draught and firſt colours of the Divine 
Image, that ſhall then be in its pertetion. TWe know 
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that when he appears weſhall be like him, for we ſhall 7 Joh-3-2. 


ſee him as he is. The {imilitude between the Saints 
above and Chriſt is ſo exact, that if one ſhould en- 
ter into the Kingdom of Heaven, ' and were not 


dire&ted by the Light of that place, he would be 


apt to think every glorified Saint he meets to be 
more than a creature, St, Fohx the beloved of 
Chriſt, and as clear-ſighted as any of the Apoſtles, 
miſtook-an Angel for God ; and would have adored 
him, although he did not appear in his full glory, 
The Kingdoms of the world with all their ſplendour 


are no more in compare to it, than a dead ſpark to - 


the Sun in its brightneſs, The very Bodies of the 
Saints ſhall be raiſed from the Grave, and beautified 
with eternal Ornaments: They ſhall be Compani- 
ons with the Angels, and conformed to the glo- 
rious Body of Chriſt. Briefly, In the preſent ſtate 
we are not capable to receive the full knowledg of 
Heaven : What we underſtand is infinitely deſirable, 
but the moſt glorious part is ſtill undiſcovered. The 
Apoitle tells us, Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nei- 
Fe 4 hath it enter'd into the heart of man to conceive 
what God hath prepared for thoſe that love him, All 
that is beautiful or ſweet here, is but a ſhadow of 
that Glory, a drop of that vaſt Ocean of delights. 
For all that is deſirable in the Creatures, and is 
diſperſt among therh, is united in God as the Origi- 
nal, in aninfinite and indeficient manner, with all 
the Prerogatives that the Creatures have not. Ce- 
leſtiaÞ Bleiſedneſs as much exceeds our moſt raiſed 


thoughts, as God is more glorious in himſelf than in 
Ddd 2 any 


I Cor,2.5, 
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| The Hirmony of the Divine Attributes 
any repreſentations made of him by the ſhadows of 
our earthly Imaginations. There is a greater di- 
proportion between the condition of a Saint on Earth 
and in Heaven, than between the Lite of an Infant 
inthe Womb, and of the ſame perſon when advanc'd 
to the Throne, and attended with the Nobility of 
2 Nation. St. page declares, Now we are the Sons. 
of God, but it doth mot appear what we ſhall be. Who 
knows the full fignification of being heirs of' God,. 
and joint-heirs with Chrift, of partaking in that plo. 
rious Reward which is given to him for his great Ser- 
vices to the Crown of Heaven * Who can'tell the 
weight, the number and meaſure of that Bleſſed- - 
neſs? To him that overcomes, ſaith our Redeemer, 
will T grant to fit with me in my Throne, even asT alſo 
overcame, and am ſet down with my Father in his 
Throne, We havereaſon to break forth in the Lan- 
guage of.the Pſalmift, How great is thy goodneſs which: 
thou ha#t laid np for thoſe that fear thee * and ſupply 
the deteQts of our. underſtanding with a Holy admi- 


ration, that is the only meaſure pf thoſe things that 


are above our meaſure, 

Belides, the. Reward as in excellency *'tis Divine, 
ſo in duration *ris perpetual. Heaven 1s an inheri- 
tance as ſafe as great Here we are ſubjet to time, 
that carries us and all our goods down its ſwift. 
ſtream; but there Erernity,that is fixt and unchange- 
able, embraces us in its boſome, We ſhall be ſe- 
cure and at Reſt, for no Perſon ſhall take away our 
Crown, we ſhall reign for ever audever, At God's 
right hand are pleaſures for evermore, that can never 
abate or end: As his Liberal Hand beſtows, fo 
his Powerful preſerves our Happineſs. * The 
Blefſed (hall fing Everlaſting Hymns of Glory, and 


yongs 


in the Contrivance of May's Red-mption, . 


Songs-- of thankſgiving to the Great Creatour, Re- 
dcemer, and Sanctifier, who hath prepared and pur- 
chaſed that feliciry for them, and hath brought them 
to the ſecure poſleſſion of it. 

Now can there be a more powerful motive to O- 
bedience than Infinite and Eternal Bl«ſſedneſs * 
what can pretend to our Aﬀections in competition 
with it? Carnal pleaſures only gratifie our viler part 
the Body, in its vileſt ſtate, but the Joys of Hea- 
ven are Spiritual and Sublime,. and proportioned 
to our nobleſt and moſt capacious* Faculties, Earth- 


ly delights cannot fatisfie .our ſenſes, but the Peace 


of God paſſes underfanding. One hours enjoyment 
of it is better than an Eternity ſpent in the pleaſures 
of fin, What inexcuſable madneſs is it to prefer 
painted trifles before that ineſtimable Treaſure 2: 
W ho can truely believe there is ſuch an excellent 
Glory, but he muſt love itjand vigorouſly endeayour 
toobtain it? Who would not go to the Celeſtial 
(anaan though the way lies through a Wilderneſs 
where no Flower or Fruit grows? All temporal 
evils are not only to be endured, but chearfully 
embraced in order to the poſlefling of it, Fhe Apoſtle 
tells us, reckon that the ſufferings of the preſent time, 
are not comparable with the Glory that ſhall be revealed 
inus, And he was the moſt fit perſon to make the 
compariſon, having made tryal of both States, For 
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he was a Man of Sorrows, that had paſt through affli- | 


- ions of all kinds, and he was ravitht up to Paradiſe, 
where he heard thoſe things that exceed all expreſſi- 


ons of Humane Words. Now atter a ſerious eſti- ' 


mate, he declares, that the Etermal weight of Glory, 


infinitely outballances the Light, and momentany-trou- 


bles of this Life. Thus from what hath been ſaid 


Concerning 
04 ? 


2 Cor. 4.17: 
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290 . The Harmony of the Divine Attribates, 
concerning the greatneſs of the recompences hereaf- 
ter; we may underſtand how powertul they are to 
deter Men from Sin, and to allure them to Holi- 
neſs, 

2. That theſe objects may be effeual, our Savi- 
our hath clearly revealed them, and given us con- 
vincing evidence, and afſurance of their reality, 
The Heathens had only ſome glimmerings, and ſuſ- 
picions of a future ſtate: They were under doubts 
concerning the Nature of the Soul, whether mortal, 
cr incorruptible, wavering between the aſſent and 
denial , and inclining to this, or thar part, as Senſe 
perſwaded them to-bclieve themſelves only as Bruits, 


_ Vid. Apolog. gr Reaſon to acknowledge themſelves Men. Socra- 


& Fbed. 7, before his Judges ſpeaks as one that deſired 
Platonis- 


Immortality;and in his laſtDiſcourſes to his Fricnds 
he endeavours to perſwade them, but could not con- 
quer his own doubts, nor aſſure himſelf, All his diſ- 


Et contum© courſes cnd in Conjectures and uncertain gueſles. 


Sty810 ramus 


: iy Beſides, the Hell which they fancyed, was made 
#1 BS. up of ſuch ridiculous and ſenſeleſs terrours, that 
aigras, , k 

Atque uni could only aftect Children, who were not arrived to 
tranſire va- the perte& uſe of Reaſon. And their apprehenfions 
dum to: of Happineſs in the next Life, were ſo extravagant, 


miliacymba, that what the Philoſopher ſaid in general of Hope, 


Necpuer? that 'tis the Dream of waking Men, is more juſtly 

credunt, niſt | : 

cf wogdum applicable to the Hope of the Heathens, in reſpe& 

are lavantur. Of the future reward, For-as the illufions of a 
Dream have many times a real Subje@, but environ'd 
with ſo many fantaſtick Imaginations, as ſpoils all 
the proportions of it ; ſo their Opinion had a ſoun- 
dation in Truth, but was mixt with many Errours 
inconliſtent with perte& felicity. And as the plea- 
ſure ofa Dream is ſlight and vaniſhing, ſo the uncer- 


tain 


ia the Contrivance of Man's Redemption, 
taire expectation of felicity did but lightly touch 
their Spirits, Briefly, they had no true Knowledge, 
nor firm Belief of Eternal Bleſſednefs in the Viſton 
of God, nor of the endleſs Torments in Hell, and 
wanting thoſe gfeat Principles from whence the 
Rules and Poxer to live in a holy manner arederived, 
they fell ſhort of that Purity which is a neceſſary 
qualification to prepare Men for Heaven. They 
were in a confuſed labyrinth, without true Light, 
or Guide, intangled with miſerable Errours, and 
ſtumbled every ſtep whilſt they ſought after Happi- 
neſs. But-the Lord Chriſt hath inſtructed the World 
concerning thoſe inviſible future Recompences. He 
hath expreſly threaten'd what-ever is to be feared by 


Man; as a rational or ſen{ſtble Creature, the Worm 


that never dies,and the Fire that ſhall never be quencht,, 
in caſe of Diſobedience, and he hath promiſed what- 
_everis to be hoped for, in caſe of Obedience. The 


Wrath of God ts revealed from Heavez, in the Goſ- Rom. I-18. 


pel, agatnit all ungodlineſs, and unrighteouſpeſs of Men, 
And our Saviour hath brought Light and Immortality 


ts light, He hath declared the nature and quality 2 Tim. 1.10: 


of Eternal Life: that it conſiſts in the moſt perfe@: 
acts of our raiſed and'moſt receptive Faculties; upon 
the moſt excellent objects. That ir contains per- 
fet Holineſs and pure Felicitv, being-for ever diſtant 
from the infirmities and defilements of our »ortal 
ftate.. He hath revealed as the quality, ſo the ex- 
tent of it, relating to the Body as well as the Soul, 
Whereas the Philoſophers of all ſorts, the Aca: 
demicks, Stoicks, Peripateticks,Epicureans, labouring 
with all the force of their underſtanding, formed: a 
Felicity according to- their Fancies, which was either 
wholly Senſual, or elſe but for halt of man: For 


of : 


of the Reſurreion, and conſequently the Immorta- 
lity of the Body, not the leaſt notice for many Ages 


ever arrived to them ; Our' Saviour-who alone had 
. the words of eternal life, hath promiſed a Happineſs 


that reſpects entire man: The Soul and the Body 
which are his eſſezt:al parts ſhall be united and en- 


dued with all the glorious qualities becoming the 


Sons of God. Andof all this he hath given to the 
world the higheſt aſlurance : For he verified his -Do- 
ctrine by his own Example;rifing from the Grave, and 
appearing to his Apoſtles crown'd with Immortality, 
and viſibly aſcending before them to Heaven, Since 


there is no greater Paradox to Reaſon than the Re- 
ſurre&tion, which ſeem'd utterly incredible to men, 


and not to be the object of a ratiozal defire., God by 


raiſing him from the Grave, hath given the moſt 


. convincing Argument that our Redeemer was ſent 


ACt.17+30s 


from him,to acquaint the World with the future ſtate, 
Thus the Apoſtle ſpeaks to the Athenians, The times 
of ignorance God winked at, but now commanaeth all 
men every where to repent ; becauſe he hath appointed 


a day,wherein he will judg the World in righteouſneſs, 


. by that Man whom he hath ordained, whereof he hath 


given aſſurance unto all Mea, in that he hath raiſed 


him from the dead, Jeſus Chriſt who was atteſted 
from Heaven to be the Son of God by that great and 
powerful Act, declared theRecompences that ſhallat- 

tend Men after Death.; Therefore a full and perfect 
afſent is due to his Teſtimony. Hell with all its 
Dread and Terror is not a Picture drawn by fancy 
ro affright the World, but is reveal'd by him, whoſe 
Words ſhall remasn when Heaven and Earth ſhall paſi 
away. The Heavenly Glories are not the Viſions of 
a contemplative perſon that have no exiſtence, but 


are 
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are great Realities, promiſed by him who as he died 
to purchaſe, ſo he roſe towitneſs the Truth of them. 
And to bring theſe Great Things, that are ſeparate 
| and diſtant from this preſent ſtate, nearer to us ; He 
ſometimes cauſes Hell to riſe. up from beneath and flaſh 
in the face of ſecure ſinners, that they may break 
off their. Sins by Repentance: and ſometimes he 
opens Heaven from above, the Paradiſe of true de- 
lights, and ſends down of the prectons fruits of the 
Sun, of the precious things of the lafting Hills, that 
by the ſight of their Beauty, and the taſte of their 
Fg qu may forever abhor the pleaſures ofSin. 
By che frequent and ſenſible experience of the truth 
of the Goſpel in its Threatnings and Promiſes, in- 
- numerable perſons have been converted from Sin to 


Holineſs, frem Earth to Heaven, from Vanity to 


Eternity. 


Death ; and Kindnefs is the greateſt endearment of 
Love. Now the Lord Jeſus expreſt ſuch admirable 
| Loveto us, that being duly conſidered, it cannot 
but inſpire us with Love to, him again, and with a 
grateful deſire to. pleaſe him in all things. Hede- 
ſcended from Heaven to Earth, and delivered him- 
ſelf to: a ſhameful Death, that He might redeem ws 


from all Iniquity, - and purifie unto himſelf a peculiar Tit-2.14- 


people zealous of good: works, And what Argument 
| 1s more powerful to cauſe in us a ſerious hatred of 
Sin, than the Conſideration of what Chriſt hath 
ſuffer'd to free us from the puniſhment and power of | 
it? If a Man for his Crimes were condernned to the 
| Gallyes, and a Friend of his who had been extremely 
in;ur'd by him, ſhould ranſom him by a great ſum; 
| when the guilty perſon is reſtor'd to liberty, will he 
| Eee not 


{ 
i 


3. Love is a prevalent affection, ſtronger * on 


394 
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 notbluſh for ſhameat the memory of what he hath 
done 2 But how much more if his Friend would ſuf- 


fer for him the pains and infamy of his flavery, if 


any ſpark of Humanity remain in him, canhe ever 
delight himſelf in thoſe Actions, which made ſuch a 


benefit neceſſary to him? And is. it 


poſſible for a 


Chriſtian to live in thoſe Sins for which Chriſt died : 
Will not Love cauſe an humble Fear, leſt he ſhould. 
fruſtrate the great Deſign, and make void the moſt 
bleſſed effect of his terrible Sufferings * why did he- 


Luk. 1:74- 


Redeem us with ſo excellent a price, from our cruel. 
Bondage, but to reſtore us to his tree ſervice ?' why 


did he vindicate us from the power of the Uſurper: 
to whom we were captives, but to make us Subjects 
to-our Natural Prince 5 Why did he purifie us with 


 Ergorze dighum gere tali pretio, ne 

venat Chriſtus qui te mundavit, qui te 

redemit, & fite in peccato invenerit, 

dicat tibis que utilitas in ſanguine 

meo? cuid profect tibi dum deſcends 

#4 corruptionem* Amb.. de Virginit. 
P» 3+ 


his moſt precious. Blood from: 
our deadly Defilements, but 
that we might be intirely con- 
ſecrated to his Glory, and be 
tervent in. good works © What 
can work upon an inge- 
nious Perſon more than ſenſe: 
of Kindneſs : Whatcan ob- 


lige more ſtrongly to,duty than Gratieude 2 What 
more powerful atrrative to Obedinnce than Love 2 
This pure Love confirms. the Glorified Saints. for ever 


in Holineſs. 


For they are not Holy to obtain, Hea- 


ven, becauſe they are poſleſt of it; nor to preſarve- 
their Bleſſedneſs, becauſe, they are paſt all hazard 


of loſin 


g it, but from the moſt lively and perma- 


nent ſenſe of their Obligations : becauſe they have 
obtained that incomparable Felicity, by a Gift never 
to be reverſt, and by a Mercy tranſcendently great. 
And the ſameLove to Gol that is in the Saints above 


iN 
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in the higheſt degree of perfe&ion,. and makes them 
for ever to Glorifie him, will proportionably to our 
ſtate in this life cauſe us to obſerve his Commands 
with delight and conſtancy, ' A true Chriſtian is 


moved by Fear,more by Hope, moſt by Love. 


. 
. 


_ 


CHAP; XIX 
"The Compleatneff of onr Recovery by Jeſus Cift, He 


frees us from the Power as well as Guilt of Sin, Sin 
is the Diſeaſe and Wound of the Soul: the meer Par- f 
dog of it cannot make us happy. Sanitification equals | 
if not excels Fuſtification. It qualifies us for the en- 4 
oyment of God, Saving Grace doth not encourage it 
the Practice of fin. The Promiſe of Pardon and Hea- hl! 
ven are conditional. To abuſe the Mercy of the Goſ- if 
pel, is diſhonourable to God, and pernicious to Man, 
The excellency of the Chriſtian Religion aiſcovered 
from its deſign and effect, The deſignis to purge Men | 
from Sin, and conform them to God's Holineſs ac- i 
cording to their oapacity. This gives it the moſt viſible ; 
preheminence above other Religions, The admirable b. 
effect of the Goſpel in the primitive Chriſtians. An j 
earneſt Exhortation to live according to the purity of 
the Goſpel,and the great Obligations our Saviour hath * = 


laid 03 us, * 


I. T'Romhence we may diſcover the Perfection and 
” Compleatneſs of the Redemption, that our | 
Saviour purchaſed for us. He fully repairs what Mat.1.21- 
was ruin'd by the Fall, He was called Feſ#s, ve- 
cauſe He ſhould ſave his People from their Sins. He 


Eee 2 recon. 


596 


Efay. Is 
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reconciles them to God,” and redeems them from their 
vain converſation. He came by Water and Blood, to 
ſienifie the accompliſhment of what was repreſented 
by the Ceremonial Purification,. and the Blood of the 
Sacrifices ; Satisfaction and Sanctification are found 
in Him. And this was not a needleſs Compaſſion, 
but abſolutely requiſife ingorder to our Felicity, 
Man 1n his guilty, corrupt ſtate may be compar'd to 
a condemn'd Malefa&or, infeted with noiſom and 
painful wounds and diſeaſes, and wants the Grace 
of the Prince to pardon him, and Sovercign Reme: 
dies to heal him. Suppoling the Sentence were re- 
verft, yet he cannot enjoy his Life, till he is reſtor'd 
to health. Thus the Sinner is under the condem- 
nation of the Law, and under many ſpiritual, pow- 
ertul Diſtempers, that make him truly miſerable, 
His irregular Paſſions are ſo many ſorts of Diſeaſes, 
not only contrary to Health but to one another, 
that continually torment him, He feels all the 
effects of Sickneſs, He is inflam'd by. his Luſts, and 
made reſtleſs, being without power. to accompliſh- ar 
to reſtrain them. All his Faculties are diſabled tor 
the Spiritual Lite, that is only worthy of his Nature, 
and whoſe. operations. are mixt with ſincere and 
laſting Pleaſure. Sin as'tis the Diſeaſe, ſo 'tis the 
Wound of the Soul, and attended with all the evils 


, of thoſe that are moſt terrible, . The whole head is 
ſick, the whole heart u faint, from the ſole of the faot, 


even to the head, there is no ſoundeſs init, but wounds, 
and bruiſes, and putrifying fores. Now. our Redeemer 
as he hath obtain'd a full Remiſhon of our Sins, ſo 
he reſtores Holineſs to us, the true health and- vi- 
gour of the Soul, He hath made a Plaiſter of his 
living Fleſh, mixt with his Tears and: Blood, thoſe 

divine 
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divine and powerful Ingredients to heal our Wounds. 
By the Holy Spirit 'tis applied to us, that we may 
partake of its vertue and influence. His Grace that 
pardons us,, doth alſo purifie the Conſcience from 
dead works, that we may ſerve the Living God. 
Without this the bare exemption from Puniſhment, 
were not ſufficient to make us happy : For although 
the guilty Conſcience were ſecure. from Wrath 'to 
come, yet thoſe ficrce unruly Paſhons, the gene- 
ration of Vipers that lodg in the breaſt of the Sinner, 
would cauſe a real Hell. Till theſe are mortified 
there can be no eaſe nor reſt. Beſides, Sin is the 
true diſhonour of Mans N#ture, that degrades him 
from his excellency, and changes him into a Beaſt or 
2 Devil. So that to have a licence to wallow iz the 
ire, to live in the.practice of Sin, that defiles and 
debaſes him, were a miſerable Privileds, The Sc7:- 
pture therefore repreſents the curing ot our corrupt 
Inclinations, and: the cleanſing of us from our Pol- 
lutions, to be the eminent effect and bleſſed work of 
Saving Mercy. Accordingly St. Peter tells:the Fews, 
that God having raiſed up his Son Jeſus, ſent him to 
bleſs*you, in turning away every one of you. from his } 
Iniquities : that is, Chriſt in his glorified ſtate gives | 
the Spirit of Holineſs to work a ſincere thorough | 
Change in men, from all preſumptuous reigning Sins 
to univerſal Holineſs. An unviluable benefit; that 
equals if not excels'our Juſtification, For as the 
evil of Sin is in its own nature worſe thanthe evil of 
Puniſhment, fo the freeing us from irs dominiorr 
is a greater Bleſſing than meer impunity. The Son- 
- of God for a time was made ſubject to our Miſeries; 
not to our Sins.. He deveſted himſelf of his Glory, | 
not. of Holineſs... And. the Apoſtle in the extalie of * | 
| ; his; | | 


= 


Act. 3.25 


Tit.2. I4. 
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his affection deſired to be made unhappy for the Sal- 
vation of the Fews, not'to be unholy, Beſides, the 
end is more noble than the means : Now Jeſus Chriſt 
purchaſed our Pardon, that we 6 be reſtored to- 
our forfeited Holineſs. He ranſomed us by his Death, 
that he might bleſs us by his Reſurreftion. He gave 
himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all ini- 
quity, and to purific to himſelf a peculiar people, zealous 


of ood works, Santification is the laſt exd of all he 
did and ſuffered for us. | 


Holineſs is the chiefeſt excellency of Man, his 
higheſt advantage above interiour Beings. *Tis the 
Supream Beauty of the Svul, the reſemblance of An- 


_ gels, the Image of God Himſelf, In this the per- 


ietion of the reaſonable Nature truly conſiſts, and 
Glory naturally reſults from is, As a Diamond, 
when its earthy and colourleſs parts are taken away, 
ſhines forth in its lnſtre ; ſo when the Soul is freed 
from its Impurities, and all zerreze Aﬀections, it 
will appear with a Divine Brightneſs. 'The Church 
ſhall then be glorious, when cleanſed from every ſpot, 
and made compleat in Holineſs, To this I will only 
add, that without Holineſs we cannpt ſee God, that is, 
delighttully enjoy Him. Suppoſe the Law were 
diſpenſt with, that forbids any unclean perſon to 
enter into the Holy Feruſalem, the place cannot 
make him happy. *For Happinefs conſiſts in the 
Fruition of an object that is ſuitable & ſatisiying to 
-our deſires. The Holy God cannot be our Felicity, 
without our partaking of his Nature, Imputed 
Righteouſneſs frees us from Hell, inherent makes 
us;fit for Heaven, The ſum is, Jeſus Chriſt that 
he might be a perfect Saviour, ſanctifies all whom 
He juſtifies ; for otherwiſe we could not be totally 


exempted 
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exempted from ſuffering evil, nor capable of en- 
Jjoying the ſupreme Good, we could not be happy 
here nor hereafter, ys 
2. From hence it appears, that Saving Grace 
gives no encouragement to the practice of Sin, For 
the principal aim of our Redeemers Love in dying 
for us, was 0. ſanttifie and cleanſe us, by the waſhing 


of water ani the Word, And accordingly all the 


Promiſes of Pardon and Salvation are conditional. 
The holy Mercy of the Goſpel offers Forgiveneſs: 


only to Penitent Believers, that return from 
Sin to Obedience : We are commanded to repent and be 


converted,that our ſins may be blotted out, inthe time of A. 3. 19, 


refreſhment, from the preſence of the Lord, And 
_ Heaven.is the reward ot perſeyering Obedience: To 
them who by patierMeontinuance in well-doing, ſeek for 
glory, and honour, and immortality, eternal life, There 
cannot be the leaſt ground of a rational 'juſt- Hope in 
any perſon without Holineſs... Whoever hath this 
hope in him, purifies himſelf even as: he is pure. By 
- which it appears, that the genuine and proper uſe 


we are to make of the exceeding great, and precious 


Promiſes is, That by th:m we may be partakers of the 


Divine Nature, and eſcape thz pollution that is inthe 


world through Iuſt. Yet the corrupt hearts of men are. 


ſo ſtrongly enclined to their luſts, that they zur» the 
Grace of God into, wantonneſs,and make an advantage 
of Mercy to- aſſiſt their Security ; preſuming to lin. 
with leſs fear and more licence, upon the account 
of the gloxious Revelation of it by our Redcemer. 
The moſt live as if they might be ſaved without be- 
ing Saints, and enjoy the-Paradife of the Fleſh here, 
- and not be excluded from: that of the Spirit here- 
after. But Grace doth not inthe leaſt degree au- 


thorize: 
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thorize and favour their Luſts, nor relax the Sinews 
of Obedience ; 'tis pertetly innocent of their un- 
natural abuſe of it. The Poiſon is not in the Flower, 
but the Spider. Therefore the Apgf/e propounds 1t 
with indignation, Shall we ſix that Grace may abound ? 
God forbid, He uſes this torm of Speech, to expreſs 
an extreme abhorrency of a thing that iseither im- 
pious and diſhonourable to God, or pernicious and 
deſtructive to Men. As when he puts the queſtion, 
Is God unjuſt who taketh vengeance 2 God forbid. 


And is there iniquity in God ? God forbid. He 


reje&ts the mention of it with infinite averſation, 
Indeed what greater diſparagement can there be of 
the Divine Purity, than to indulge our ſelves in 


Sin upon confidence of an eafte Forgiveneſs 2 As 


if the Son of God had been conſggrated by ſuch ter- 
rible Sufferings, to purchaſe and prepare a Pardon 
for thoſe who ſin ſecurely 2 What an unexpreſlible 
indignity 1s 1t to make a monſtrous alliance between 


Chriſt and Bel:al ? | 


And this abuſe of Grace is pernicious to men : if 
the Aztidote be turn'd into Poiſon, and the Remedy 
cheriſh the Diſeaſe, the caſe is deſperate. The Apo- 


file tells us, Thoſe that do evil that good may come there- 


by, their damnation is jufF, Suppoſe a preſuming 
Sinner were aſſured, that after he had gratified his 
carnal vile deſires, he ſhould repent and be pardon'd, 
yet twere an unreaſonable defect of Self-love to do 


 {0: What Iſ7aelire was ſo fool-hardy as to provoke 


a fiery Serpent to bite him, though he knew he ſhould 
be healed by the brazen Serpent ? But*tis a degree 
beyond madneſs, for Men tolive in a courſe of Sin 
upon the hopes of Salvation, making the Mercy of 
God to be his bondage, as if he could not be happy 

RES without 
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without them. An unrenewed Sinner may be the 
objet of Gods Compaſſion, but while he remains 
ſo, he is uncapable of Communion with him here, 
much leſs hereafter. Under the Law the Lepers 
were excluded the Camp of Iſrael, where the pre- 
ſence of God was ina ſpecial manner ; much more 
{hall thoſe who are cover'd with »-oral Pollutions, 
be kept out from the habitation of his Holineſs. 
_ *Tis a mortal Deluſion for any to pretend that elect- 
ing Mercy will bring them ro Glory, or that the all- 
ſtthcient Sacrifice of Chriſt will atone God's dif. 
pleaſure towards them, although they indulge them- 
ſelves ina courſe of Sin, The Book of Life is ſe- 
cret, only the Lamb with whoſe Blood the names of 
the Ele& are written there, caz opez the ſeals of it. 
But the Goſpel that is a lower Book of Lite, tells us 
the qualifications of thoſe who are veſſels of Mercy, 
they are by Grace prepar'd tor Glory, and that there 
can be no benefit by the” Death of Chriſt with- 
out conformity to his Life, Thoſe who abuſe Mer- 
cy now, ſhall have Juſtice tor ever. 

3. From hence we may diſcover the peculiar ex- 
celiency of the Chriſtian Religion, above all other 
Inſtitutions ; and that in reſpect of its Deſign and 
effet. The whole Deſign of the Goſpel is expreſt in 
the words of Chriſt from Heaven to Paz!, when he 
ſent hin to the Gertiles, To open their eyes, and to 
turn them from darkneſs to light, and from the power 
of' Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveneſs of 
ſins, andinheritance among them that are ſanitified by 
Faith iz Chriſt. One great End of it is to take away 
all the fil hineſs and malignity wherewith Sin hath 
infetecd the world, and to cauſe in men a real con- 
tormity to Gods Holineſs, according to their capt 

as Ftt city, 


At. 26.18» 


402 


Fit totam 
Fabula 

{ alum. 
Mar trals 


The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 


city. As the Reward it promiſes is not an earthly: 
Happineſs, ſuch as we enjoy here, but Celeſtial, ſo. 
the Holineſs it requires, 1s not an ordinary natural 
Perfetticn, which Men honour with the title of. 
Vertue, but an Azgelical Divine quality that ſanit:- 


fies us throughout in Spirit, Soul and Body, that 


c:eanſes the Thoughts and Aﬀections, and expreſſes 
itſelf in a courſe of univerſal Obedience to Gods. 
Will. Indeed there are other things that commend 
the Goſpel to any,. that with judgment compares it: 
with other Religions. The heigth of its Myſteries 
which are ſo ſacred and venerable, that upon the: 
diſcovery,. they affc& with reverence and admira- 
tion, Whereas the Religion of the Geptiles was. 
built on Follies and Fables. Their moſt ſolemn. 
Myſteries to which they were admitted after ſo long 
a circuit of Ceremonies and great preparations, 
contain'd: nothing but a prodigious mixture of Va- 
nity and Impiety, worthy to be conceal'd in ever-- 
laſting darkneſs.. Beſides, the confirmation of the. 
Goſpel by Miracles doth authorize it above all hu- 
»2anc Inſtitutions. And the glorious eternal Re- 
ward of it infinitely exceeds whatever is propounded: 
by them. Bur that which gives it the molt viſible 


x Tim.6-3-. preheminence, is, That it is a Doitrine according to 


goalineſs, The End is the charadey of its nature, The 
whole contexture and harmony of its Doctrines, 
Precepts, Promiſes, Threatnings is for the exalta- 
tion of Godlineſs, The objects of Faith revealed: 
are not meerly ſpeculative, to be conceived and be- 


| heved only as true, or to be-gaz'd on in an Ex-- 


tafie of Wonder, but are Myſteries of Godlineſs, that 
bave a powerful influence upon practice. The De- 
ſign of God in. the publication of them, is not only 
to enjighten the Mind, but to warm the Heart, and 

puritie 
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purifie the Aﬀettions. God diſcovers his Nature 
_ that we may imitate Him, and his Works that we 
may glorifie Him. All the Preccpts of the Goſpel 
are to embrace Chriſt by a lively Faith, to ſeck tor 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs in Him; to live Godly, 
Righteouſly, and Soberly in this preſent world, 
When our Saviour was on the Earth, the End of his 
Sermons, as appears in the Goſpel, was to regu- 
late the lives of Men, to correct their vicious Pafit- 
ons rather than to explicate the greateſt Myſteries, 
Other Religions oblige their Diſciples either to ſome 
external actions, that have no moral worth in them, 
ſo that 'ris impoſſible for any one that is guided by 
Reaſon to be taken with ſuch vanities. Or they 
require things 2commodious and burthenſome. The 
Prieſts of Baz! cut themſelves. And among the 
Chineſes, though in great reputation for wiſdome, 
their Pexitents expoſe themſelves -half naked to the 
injuries of the ſharpeſtWeather,with a double cruelty 
& pleaſure of the Devil, who makes them freez here, 
and expetts they ſhould burn for ever. *Tis not the 
moſt ſtri& obſervance of ſerious Trifles, nor ſub- 


mitting to rigorous Auſterities that ennobles the hu- | 


214ne nature, and commends us to God. The moſt 
zealous performers of things indifferent, and that 
chaſtiſe themſelves with a bloody Diſcipline, labour 
for nothing, and may paſs to Hell through Parga- 
tory, But the Religion of Chriſt reforms the Undet- 
ſtanding and Will, and all the actions depending 
 onthem, It chaſes away Errour, and Vice, and 
Hatred, and ſheds abroad Light and Love, Purity 
and Peace ; and forms on Earth a lively repreſenta- 
| tion of that pure Society that is in Heaven, The 
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that they may be ſo in Bleſſedneſs. This will refider 
it amiable to all that conſider it without Paſſion, 
And 'tis worthy of obſervation, that although many 
Heathens and Hereticks have contradicted vuther 
parts of the Chriſtian Religicn , yet. none have dard 
openly to condemn the Moral part of it. 

The £fed of the Goſpel hath been anſwerable to 
the Deſign. One main difference between the o/d and 
zew Law, is, that the o/d gave the knowledg of Rules 
without power to obſerve them , the zew that is at- 
tended with the Grace of Chriſt enables us by a holy 
Love to periorm that, which the other made men onl 
to underſtand. Of this we have the moſt ſenſible Eyi- 
dence in the Primitive Church, that was produc'd 
by the firſt beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, & had 
reccived the firittruits of the Spirit, What is more 
wonderful and worthy of God, than that perfect 
Love, which made all the firſt Believers to have one 
Heart ang one Soul 2 What greater contempt of the 
World can be imagined, than. the voluntary parting 
with all their Goods in conſccrating them to God for 
the relief of the Poor And the Churches of the 
Gezxtiles, while the Blood of Chriſt was warm, and 
His Actions freſh in the memories of men, were ex- 
emplary in Holineſs, They were as Stars ſhining in a 
perverſe generation, There was ſuch a brightneſs in 
their Converſations, that it pierc'd through the 
darkneſs of Paganiſme, and made a viſible difterence 
between them and all others. Their words and 
aRions were ſo full of zeal for the Glory of God, of 
Chaſtity, Temperance, Juſtice, Charity, that the 


Heathens from the Holineſs of their lives concluded 


the Holineſs of their Law.,. and that the- Doctrine 
that produc'd ſuch fruits could not be evil, The 


firſt 
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firſt light that diſcovered the Truth of the Chriſtian 
Faith to many, was from the Graces and Vertues 
that appear'd in the Faithtul, The Purity of' thzir 
Lives, their Courage in Death, were as powerful 
to. convert the World, as their Sermons, Diſputa- Vid. Chry- 
tions an] Miracles, And thoſe who were under ſuch. ſolt.iz Ho- 
ſtrong prejudices, that they would not examine the 916. 1n 
Doctrine ot the Goſpel, yer they could not but ad- hs wo a 
mire the Integrity and Innocency,. that was viſible NO. 
in the converſation ot Chriſtians, They eftecm d 
their perſons from the good qualities that were vi- 
ſible in-them, when they hated the Chriftian name 
| for the conceal'd evil they unreaſonably ſuſpected to 
be under it. This Tertalias excellently repreſents 
in his Apology, The moſt part are fo prejudic'd a- 
g1inſt the Name, and are poſſeſt with ſuch a bliad 
hatred to it, that they make it a matter of reproach g,,,, j7;r 
even. to thoſe whom they otherwiſe eſteem'd, Cai, Caius Scjus, 
they ſay, is a good man, he hath no fault, but that iff Chritti- 
he is a Chriztian, Thus the excellent Holineſs of the anus: 
Profeſſors of the Goſpel forc'd a wveneration from 
their Enemies. 

But we are fallen from Heaven; and mixt with the 
duſt, Our converſation hath. nothing fingular: in 
Holineſs to diſtinguiſh us from the World.. The ſame 
corrupt Paſſions reign in Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
aSin thoſe who are ſtrangers from the Sacred Covye- | 
nant. If wecompare our ſelves with the Primitive | 
Church, we muſt confeſs our unworthineſs to. be 
call'd their ſucceſſors. Sixteen hundred years arc 
run. out ſince the Son of God came down to ſancifie 
and ſave the World, which are ſo many degrces, | 
whereby we are deſcended from the firlt Perfection. | 
We are more diſtant from them-in Holineſs than ins | 
Time, So univerſal and greatis the Corruption, that: 

| £15; 
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tis almoſt as difficult to revive the dying Faith 
of Chriſtians, and to reform their Lives according 
to the purity -of their Profeſſion, as the Converſion 
of the World was from Heatheniſm to Chriftianity. 

Tis true, In every Age there are ſome Examples 
of the Vertue of the Goſpel, that refle& an honour 
upon it. And this laſt Age, which we may call 
the Winter of the World, in which the Holy Spirit * 
hath foretold, That the love of many ſhall grow cold, by 
a marvellous Aztiperiſtaſts hath inflam'd the hearts of 
ſome excellent Saints towards God and Religion. 
But the great number of the wicked, an 


the 
progreſs of Sin intheir Lives, there is no meaſure of 


Tears ſufficient to lament. | 

Fourthly, 1 ſhall preſs Chriſtians towalk as becomes 
the Goſpel of” Ghrift, anſwerably to the Holineſs and 
Purity of that Divine Inſtitution, and to thoſe great 
and ſtrict Obligations it laies upon us. The Goſpel 
requires an entire Holineſs in all our Faculties, an 
equal reſpect.to all our Duties: We are commanded 
to cleanſe our ſelves from all pollutions of fleſh and ſpirit, 
to be holy in all manner of converſation, We are en- 
Join'd TD be perfeiting Holineſs in the fear of God, To 
be holy, as He that hath called us is Holy. A certain 
meaſure of Faith, and Love, and Obedience, a me- 
diocrity in Vertue, we muſt not content our ſelves 
with, *Tis not a counſel of Perfetion given only 
to ſome Chriſtians of a peculiar order and elevation; 
But the command of a Law that without exception 
binds all, Be perfect as your Heavenly Father is per- 
fect. The Goſpel gives no Diſpenſation to any Per. 
ſon, nor in- any Duty, The Dodtine that aſſerts 


there are {ome excellent works to which the lower 
ſort of Chriſtians is not obliged, is equally perni. 


Clous 
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eious,both to thoſe who do them by Preſumption, as 
if they were not due, and were therefore meritorious; 
and to thoſe who negle& them, by a blind Security, 


as it they might be ſaved, without ſtriving to reach 


the higheſt degrees of Obedience. *Tis a weak pre- 
tence, that becauſe the conſummate meaſure of San- 
Rification can only be attained in the next life, 


therefore we ſhould not endeavour after it here. For. 


by {incere- and conſtant endeavours we make nearer 


approaches to it, and according to the degrees of 


our progreſs, ſuch are thoſe of our joy. As Nature 
hath preſcribed to all heavy Bodies their going to the 
Ceatre, and although none comes to it, and many 


are at a great diſtance from it, yet the ordination of 


Nature is not in vain: Becauſe by virtue of it,every 


heavy Body is alwaies tending thither in -ot:oz or: 


zxclination. 'S0 although we-cannot' reach to com- 
pleat Holineſs in this imperfe& ſtate, yet 'tis not in- 
vain that the-Goſpel preſcribes it, and infuſcs into. 
Chriſtians thoſe difpolitions whereby they are gra- 
dually carried to the full accompliſhment of it. Not 
to arrive to-Perfe&tion- is the weakneſs of the Fleſh, 
not to aſpire after it is the faultof the Spirit, To 
excite us, it will be of moment to-conſider the great 
Oplpcons that the Goſpel laies upon Chriſtians to 


be holy. By that Covenant the Holy God is pleaſed; Jap.z.:. 


to take them into the Relation of his Children; and 
as the nature of Sandtification, ſo the motives of it 
are contained in that Titte, For ſo near an Alliance 
obliges them to a faithful obſervation. of his Com- 
mands, and to imitate -him with the greateſt care, 
that the Vein of his Spirit, and the Marks of his. 
Blood may appear in all their ations. Whoſoever is 
vorn. of God doth not commit fin: The allowed practice: 
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of it 15 inconſiſtent with the quality of a Son of God, 
tis contrary to the Grace of his Divine Birth, Nay, 
the omiſſion of Good, as well as the commiſſiun of 
Evil is inconſiſtent with that Relation, *'Tis for this 
reaſon, that Holineſs is ſo much the charader of a 
true Chriſtian, that to be a Chriſtian and a Saint are 
the ſame thing in the Writings of the Apoſtles. That - 


venerable Title obliges him toa higher practice of 
Vertue, than ever the Pagans imagined, He is far 
behind them, if he do not ſurpaſs them, and if he is 
ſurpaſſed by them, he will be cloathed with ſh ame, 
Belides, our Redeemer who hath a right to us by ſo 
many titles, by his Divine and Humane Nature, by 
his Lite and Death, by his Glory and Sufferings; as 
He ftriftly commands us to be holy,-ſo he hath joyn- 
cd Example to his Authority, That we may walk as 
he walk'd, and be as he was in the world, St. Paul 


makes uſe of this conſideration, 'to reſtrain the Diſci- 


ples of Chriſt from all Sin, and to perſwade them to 
univerſal Holineſs. Afrer he had mentioned the 
diſorders of the Gentiles, to deter the Epveſians from 
che like; he tells them, But y- have pot ſo learn:d Chriſt, 
that is, his rule and practice inſtructed them other- 
wiſe. And when he commands the.Romars, To walk 
honeſtly as in the day, net in rioting and drunkenneſs, 
not in chambering and wantonneſs, not in ſtrife and 
envying; he oppoles to all theſe vices, the pattern 
that Chriſt ſet betore us, But pat ye on the Lord Jeſms 
Chriſt, The exprcſſon intimatcs the Duty, that as 
the Garment is commenſurate to the Body, ſo we are 
to imitate all the parts of his Holy Converſation. 
'Tis no wonder that the Heathens gratitied the 
inclinations of Luſt or Rage, when their Gods were 
repreſented acting in ſuch a manner, as to autho- 
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Tife their Vices. Semina pene omnium ſcelerum, & Diis 
ſuis peccantium turba collegit, as Fulins Firmicins juſtly 
reproaches them. There was no Villany, how no- 
torious ſoever, but had ſome Deity for its Protector. 
They found in Heaven a Juſtification of all their 
crimes, and became vicious by imitation. For 'tis Deorum cul- 
very 60ngruous- for men to follow thoſe whom they tres boni,eſſs 
eſteem to be perte&, and to whom they think them- #0» poſint 3 
ſelves accountable, If they attribute to their Supreme > 5 on N” 
God, the Judg of the World, Vices as Vertues, range " "Rd 
What Vertues will, there be tq reward, or Vices to ju}itjam. 
puniſhin Men ? But for thoſe” that name the Name of Lactans 
Chriſt to continue in iniquity, is the moſt unbecoming 

thing in the world. For they live in the perte& con- 

tradiction of their Profeſſion. An unholy Chriſtian 

is a real Apoſtate from Chriſt, that retracts by his 
wickedneſs the' Dedication that was made of him in 

his Baptiſm. Although he doth nor abjure our Sa- 

viour in words, he denies him in his works. A proud 

perſon renounces his Humility, the revengtul his 

Mercy, . the luke-warm his Zeal, the unclean his 

Purity, the covetous his Bounty and Compaſſion, the 

hypocrite his Sincerity, And can there be any thing 

more. indecent and abſurd, than to pretend the rela- 

tion and reſpect of Diſciples to ſuch an holy Maſter, 

and yet by Diſobedience to deny him ? When the 

bloody Spectacles of the Gladiators were firſt brought 

to Athens, a Wiſe man'crned out to the Maſters of 

the Prizes, That they ſhould remove the Statue and 

Altar of Mercy out of the City, there being ſuch an 
incongruity between the Goddeſs they pretended to 

worſhip, and that cruel Sacrifice of Men for the ſport 

of the People. It were more ſuitable for thoſe who 

are not afraid to violate the moſt Holy Laws, and to 
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contradict the Pattern of Chriſt, toleave their Pro- 
feſſion, and to take ſome other more complying with 
their Luſts. *Tis not the Title of a Chriſtian that 
ſanRifies thoſe who pollute and defame it. 'Tis not 
wearing the Livery ot Chriit that can honour rhoſe 
who ſtain it by their filthineſs , but 'tis an aggra- 
_ vation of their guilt, 'Tis an unconceivable in- 
dignity to our Saviour, and revives the old calum- 
Celſus, Z'}i" rjes of the Heathens, as it the Goſpel were a Sandtu- 
wa ary for Criminals, when. thoſe that call him Lord, 
do not what he commands them, | know, ſaith Chriſt, 
the blaſphemy of them that ſay, they are Fews and are 
RCVe 2-9% prot, but are the Synagogue of Satan, Thoſe that own 
the Profeſſion of Chriitianity, and live in unchriſti- 
an PraCtices, are baptiſed Pagans, and in effet 
revile our Bleſſed Redeemer, as if He had pro- 
claim'd a licentious impunity for Sinners. Such 
Wretches may deceive themſelves with a pretence .. 
they believe in Chriſt, and that viſibly they declare 
their dependence on him; but this pretence will be as 
unprofitable as *tis vain.'Tis not the calling him Lord, 
that will give them admiſſion into the kingdom of heaven. 
The naked name of a Chriſtran cannot protect them 
from the wrath of God. Tertaull;an {martly upbraids 
Lib.ae Pen. ſqmein his time who were careleſs of the Dignity & 
Purity of the Chriſtian Profeflion in their Lives, ima- 
gining that they might reverence God in their hearts, 
without regarding him in their aCtions : that they 
might Salvo metu & fide pecrare, Sin without loſing 
their fear of God, 'and their Faith: To refute this 
orols contradiction, ' he propounds it in a ſenſible 
example, Hoc eſt ſafua caſtitate matrimonium wviolare, 
ſalva pietate parenti v-nenum temperare, This is the 
ſame taing as to violate the Fidelity of Marriage, 
without 


Mat. T2 I 
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without the wounding of Chaſtity, or to poiſon a 
Parent without failing in the duty that is owing to 
them, And to expreſs his indignatiqn, he tells 
them, Sc ergo & ipſt ſalva venia in Geheuuam de- 
truduntur, dum ſalvo metu peccant. Let them ex- 
pect that God will caſt them into Hell, without pre. 
judice to their Pardon, as they pretend to Sin with- 
out prejudice to the reſpect they bear him, 

To ſum up all; Jeſus Chriſt as by his Dotrine 
and Lite he clearly diſcover'd our Duty, ſo he offers 
tous the Aid of his Spirit for our alliſtance, by which 
the Commands of the'Goſpel are not only poſlible 
but eaſy: And to,enforce our obligations he hath 
threatned ſuch Vengeance to the rebellious, and pro- 
miſed ſuch a Reward to thoſe that obey the Goſpel, 
that it is impoſſible we ſhould nor” be deeply affected 
with them, -if we ſeriouſly believe them, and He hath 
.given ſuch evidence of their trurh, that 'tis impoſſt- 


ble we ſhould not believe them, unleſs the God of 


this world hath blinded our minds, *Tis matter there- 
fore of juſt aſtoniſhment, that Chriſtians ſhould not 
expreſs the efficacy of the Goſpel in their actions, 
How can a reaſonable Creature believe that eternal 
Damnation ſhall be the Puniſhment of Sin, and yer 
live in the wilful practice of it « The Hiſtoria 


41t 


ſpeaking of Myſbroms that ſomtimes prov'd dead!y p,, .... 
to whole Families, asks with wonder, What plea- ,yz., ;44cr- 


ſure could allure them to eat ſuch doubtful Meat 2 5mere.& tot 2 | 


Yet they may be ſo correed as to become innocent, C7074, 


But when 'tis certain that the Pleaſures of Sin are {7 7 #75 
faiit a t 21 
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mortal, Can any one be tempted by thoſe atrraives 
to venture on that, which will undoubtedly bring 
Death to-the Soul ? Let Senſe itfelt be Judg, and 
make the compariſon berween waatſoe,cr the pre- 
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ſcnt Life can afford for delight in Sin, and what the 
future Death will bring to corment it : Let the Fleſh 
ſee into what torments all its delights ſhall be chan- 
ped, an with what other fire than of impure Luſt 
it ſhall burn for ever, _ 

Beſides, We are encouraged to our Duty with the 
aſſurance of a Happineſs ſo excellent, that not only 
the enjoyment of 1t in the next World, but the juſt 
expectation of it here makes us truly bleſſed, 1 the 
Reward were ſmall, or the Promiſe uncertain, there 
might be ſome pretence for our not performing the 
Conditions to obtain it: but when the one is infinite- 
ly great, and the other as true as the God of truth, 
what more powerful motive can be*conceiv'd to mike 
us holy. *'Tis the Apoſtles choſen Argument, that 
We ſhould walk worthy of him who hath call'd us to his 
Kingdom and Glory, The Heathens were in a oreat 
meaſure ſtrangers to the Secrets of another World , 
they had but a ſhadow of probability, we have the 
Light of Truth brought down from Heaven by the 
Son of God, that reveals to us a Bleſledneſs, that 
deſerves our moſt ardent active Aﬀections, But if 
Men are not wrought on by natural Reaſon, nor di- 
vine Faith, if neither the Terrours of the Lord, nor 
the bleſicd Hope can perſwade them from Sin to Ho- 
lineſs, their condition 1s irrecoverable. In this the 
Rules of Natural and Spiritual Healing agree. 
Where neither Corroſives nor Lenitives are ſucceſs- 
ful, we muſt uſe the Knife ; if cutting off be unpro- 
fitable, we muſt ſear the part; if the Fireis ineffec- 
tual, the Ulcer is incurable. Tf the threatning of 
Hell-fire, through Unbeliet and Careleſneſs is not 
tear'd, and hath no efficacy to corre& and change 
Sinners, What remains but to make a preſage of eter: 
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nal Death, that will unavoidably and ſpeedily ſeize 
on them? And it ſo cleara diſcovery of the Hea- 
venly Glory doth not produce in mea a living Faith 
" that works by Love, anda lively Hope thit purifies 
the Heart and Converſation, what can be con- 
cluded, but that they are wholly ſenſual and ſenſe- 
leſs, and ſhall be for ever deprived of that Bleſſed- 

neſs they nov deſpiſe and neglect * | 
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The Divine Power is admirably glorified in the Crea- 
tion of the World, in reſpect of the greatne}s of the ef- 
fect, and the manner of its production. Tis as evi- 

dent in our Redemption. The Principal Ejjeits of 

it are conſidered, The Incarnation of the Son of 

God is a work fully r:ſpoaſible to Ommipotezce. - Our . 

Redeemers Supernatural Conception by the Holy 

Ghoſt, The Divine Power was eminently declared 

inthe Miracles Feſus ( hrift wrought in the courſe of 

his Miniftry, His Miracles were the evidence of 

His Geleſtial Galling, they were neceſſary for the 

conviction of the World: their Nature conſidered. 

The Divine Power was Glorified in making the 

Death of Chrift Vidtoriors over all our Spiritual Ene- 

mies, Th: Reſurredtion of Chriſt the eff: of Glo- 

rious Power, The Reaſons of it from the quality of 
his Perſon, and the nature of his O/\ ce, that he might 
diſpenſe the Bleſſings he had purchaſ*d.for Believers, 

His Reſurrection is the foundation of Faith, It hath 

a threefold reference,to his Perſon as the Son of God, 

to his Death as an Alſu/ficient. Sacrifice, to his Pro- 

miſe of raiſing Believers at the laſt day, 


HE Divine Power is admirably glorified in 
the Creation of the World ; not only in re- 
gard of the greatneſs of the Effet, that compre- 

ends the Heavens and Earth,and ail things in them: 
but in regard of the marvelous way of its Producti- 
on : fer He made the great Univerſe, without the 
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concurrence of any material cauſe from nothing, 
For this reaſon the raifing this glorious Fabrick is 
producd as the diſtinRive charaiFer of the Deity 
from the troop of falſe gods. The Pſalmiſt declares, 
The Lord is'to be fear d above all gods, for all the gods 
of the Nations are Idols, but the Lord made the Hea- 
vens, Andas He began the Creation by proceeding 
from nothing to real exiſtence, ſo 1a forming the 
0 her parts, He drew them from infirm and indiſpo- 
ſed matter, as from a ſecoxd nothing ; that all his 
Creatures might bear the real teſtimonies of Infinite 
Power. Thus He commanded Light to ariſe out of 
Darkneſs, and ſenſible Creatures from an inſenſible 
Element, He created Man, the accompliſhment of 
all his Works, from the loweſt and grofleſt Element 
the karth. Now although at the firſt view we might 
conceive that the viſible World is the greateſt Mi- 
racle that ever God performed, yet upon ſerious re- 
fleion we jhall diſcover, that the works of Grace 
are as wonderful as the works of Nature, and that 
the Power of God 1s as evidently cxpreſt in our Re- 
dempcion, as in the Creation. For the fuller un- 
der{tanding of this, I will contider ſome of the prin- 
cipal Effects of 'the Divine Power in order to our 
blefſed Recovery. 

1. The Incarnation of the Son of God, in ac- 
compliſthing whereof ſuch Power was exercis'd, as 
no limited Underſtanding is able to comprehend. 


The Word was made Fl:ſh. This ſignifies the real Joh. 1.14.. 


Union between the Huwaze Nature and the Divize 
in our Redeemer. Betore his Incarnation he ap- 
peared in an humaze form to the Patriarchs, and in 
the flyminzg Buih to Moſes, but 'tis never ſaid with 


reſpe&t to thoſe Apparitions, that the Word was 


made 
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made Flame, or Man. But when He came into the 
World to ſave us, He aſſum'd the compleat Nature 
of Man into an HypeFatical Union with himſelf, 
That admirable Perſon poſſeſſes the Titles, Quali- 
ties and Natures of God and Man. In that ineftable_ 
Union, each of the Natures preſerves its proper 
form, with all the neceſſary conſequents proceeding 
fromit. The Hymane Nature is joyn'd to the Etcr- 
nal Word, but not chang'd into its Divinity , 'tis 
not infinite and impaſſible. . The Dezzy is united to 
Fleſh, but not transformed into its Nature, *tis not 
finite and paſhible, Burt although there is a diſtin- 
ion, yet no ſeparation : Although there are two 
Natures, yet but one ſole Feſws. In the ſame Sub- 
ſiſtence the Creator and the Creature are miracu- 


- louſly allied: Now this is a work fully reſponſible 
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to Omnipotence, and exprefles whatever is fignified 
by that Title. The Apoſtle mentions it with an 
Attribute of excellency, Without controverſie great is 
the Myitery of Godlineſs, God manifeft in the Fleſh, 
'Tis as ſublime. as holy, In this the Divine Power 
appears in its Magnificence, and in ſome reſpe&t 
more gloriouſly than in the Creation: For there is 
incomparably a greater diſparity between the Ma- 
jeſty, Greatneſs and Infiniteneſs of God, and the 
Meanneſs of Man, than between the whole World 
and Nothing. The.degrees of diſparity between the 


World and Nothing are not actually infinite, but 


between the moſt excellent creature and the Glorious 
Creator they are abſolutely infinite, From hence it 
is, that that which in other things reſolvcs our 
doubts, here increaſes the wonder, and in appear- 
ance makes it more incredible. Ye do erre, ſaith Chriſt 
to the Sadduces (who denied the ReſurreQion) ox 
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in the Contrivance of” Maz's Redemption. A1T 
knowing the Power of God. But the more raiſed 
thoughts we have of his immenſe Power, the more 
_ unlikely his conjunftion with a nature ſo far beneath 
him will ſeem to be. 
2. The Divine Powet was magnified inour Re- 
deemers Supernatural Conception. 'Twas requiſite 
his Body ſhould be miraculouſly form'd of the ſub- 
ſtance of a Woman, by the operation of the Holy 
Ghoſt, not only in reſpe of its {ingular Dignity, and 
that he might be che pattern of 'our Regeneration, 
that is performed by the Efficacy of the Spirit not of 
the Fleſh,but in reſpec of his Office: For he was the 
Heavenly Adam and therefore allied tous; and 
abſolutely pure from the ſtain of Sin, Heaven. and 
Earth concurr'd to form that Divine Man the King 
of both, the Earth furniſhing matter, and Heaven 
the principle of his conception. Accordingly the 
Angel told Mary, who queſtioned how ſhe could be a 
Mother, not having known a Man, The Holy Ghoſt 
ſhall come upon thee, aud the power of the Higheſ ſpall 
overſbadow thee, therefore alſo that Holy thing that ſhall 
be born of thee, ſhall be calledthe Son of God, This was 
foretold many Ages as an admirable Effet of God's 
Power, When Fudah was oppreſt by two potent 
Kings, 8 deſpair'd of an eſcape,to raiſe theirdrooping 
Spirits, the Prophet tells-them,zhe Lord himſelf would 
give them a ſign of their future Deliverance, Behold, © 
a Virgin ſhall conceive and bear a Son, and ſhall call his ſas 7:14: 
Name Immanuel. The Argument is from the greater 
to the leſs: for tis apparently more difficult that a 
Virgin, without injury or blemith to her purity and 
integrity, ſhould conceive and bring forth Immanuel, 
than the defeating humane forces how great ſoever. - 
If God will accompliſh ag MUPRIOns, unheard 
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of wonder, much more would he reſcue his People 


\ from the fury of their adverſaries. 


John 3-2, 


3. The Divine Power was eminently declar'd in the 
Miracles our Saviour wrought during the time of his: 


- publick Miniſtry, toverifie his Divine Miſſion, that 


He was the great Prophet ſent from God to inſtruc 


Men in the way of Life. In diſcourſing of this,I will 


briefly ſhew,* that Miracles were a convincing proof 
of his Celeſtial Calling, and that the performance 


of them was neceſſary in order to'the convidtion of 
the World, and conſider particularly thoſe He 


wrought. £ 
1. A Miracle is an extraordinary Operation of 
God in Nature, cither in ſtopping its courſe, or in 
producing ſome effects that are above its Laws and- 
Power : So that when He is pleaſed to work any, 
they are his Seal to authoriſe the Perſon and Docrme 
to which they are annext. By them Faith is made 
viſible : The Unbeliever is convince'd by his Senſes, 
the only witneſſes above reproach in his account. 
From : hence NV:icodewws addrefles himſelf to Chiiſt, 
Maſter, we know that thou art a Teacher come from God; 
for no man can do thoſe Miracles that thou doſt, except 
God be with him: That is, No inferiour Agent can 
perform them, without the ſpeeial afliſtance of the _ 
Divine Power. And *tis not'to be ſuppoſed, that 
God will lend his Omnipotency to the Devil to work 


* areal Miracle, to confirm a talfity ; and thereby, ne- 


ceflarily induce Men into errour in a matter of infi- 


nite moment : for ſuch is the Dofrine of Salyation 


that Chriſt Preach'd. | 

2. The working of Miracles was neceſſary to 
convince the World, that Jeſus Chriſt was ſent from 
God, whether we conſider the Jews or the Gentiles. 
| 2-20 


© 
:n the Contrivance of Mans Redemption, 

_ To convince the Jews, upon a double account. 

1. Becauſe the performance of them was one 
of the characters of the promiſed Meſſiah. For this 
reaſon when two of Fohxs Diſciples came to in- 
quire whether he were the expected Prophet, he 
returns this anſwer to the queſtion, Go ad ſhew John 
thoſe things which 'ye do hear and ſee, the Blind receive 
their Sight, and the Lam? watk, the Lepers are 
cleanſed, and the Deaf hear, the Dead are raiſed up, 
and the poor have the Goſpel preach'd to them,” Thus he 
deſcribed his Office, and verified the Commiſſion he 
had from God, by repreſenting his Miracles in the 
Words of the Prophecy. 

2. Our Saviour came to alter the Religion of the 
Jews that had been confirmed by many illuſtrious 


Miracles, therefore to aſſure them that he was Au- 


thoriſ'd from Heaven, he wrought ſuch and ſo ma- 
ny,. that for their greatneſs, clearneſs and number 
exceeded all that were done before his coming. Our 
Saviour tells the Jews, 7 I had not done among them 
the Works which none other man did, they had not 
had fin: that is, in rejecting him, For if he had 
exerciſed only. a Power like unto that of Moſes and 
the Prophets, in his Miraculous Actions, they had 
been obliged to haye honoured him as one of their 
rank,, but not to have attributed an incomparable 
Dignity to him. But he did thoſe which neither Mo- 
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ſes nor the Prophets had performed;and in thoſe that . 


had been done, Chriſt excell'd them in the manner 
of doing them, This the Jews could not contradid, 
and from hence their infidelity was made culpable. 
Secondly, Miracles were neceſſary to convince the 
Gentiles, . 1, For the. Goſpel forbids. the various 
Religions amongthem, and commands all to worſhip 
fury Hhbh 2 God 
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God alone in Jeſus Chriſt, ſo that without a ſenſible 
demonſtration, that that was the way wherein He 
would be ſerved, their prejudices had been invin- 
cible. 2. The Goſpel propounds Threatnings and 
Promiſes that regard a future ſtate, where no living 
Eye can ſee their effects, ſo that without an extra- 
ordinary confirmation, it was not likely thatmen 
ſhould yield a firm aſſent to them. IF it be faid, 
Our Saviour did his Miracles only in Fudea, where 
very few of the Geztiles ſaw his Perſon. or Works. 
T anſwer, His Miracles were primarily defign'd-for 
the convition of the Fews, and in a eotiry in- 
tention to diſarm Infidelity among the Gentiles. 
"Therefore the Teſtimony of them was conveyed by 
thoſe who were Eye-witneſles, and moſt worthy of 
credit, and who did many great wonders in the 
Name of Chriſt, to verifie'the report of his famous 
Miracles, and declare his Power and Divinity. Of 
this more afterwards, 

Now I will briefly conſiger the Miracles wrought 
by Chriſt, that were the certain Signs of Gods fa- 
vouring of him, and made his Commiſſion authey- 
tick, Before his coming the hand of the Synagogue 
was dried up, and impotent to produce Miracles. 


 TheHoly Spirit was withdrawn, and for the ſpace 


of four hundred years, no Prophet nor Worker of 


Wonders appeared. Fohx the Baptiſt, though the 
Angel deputed to ſignifie the coming of Chriſt, yet 


did no Miracles, ' But our Saviour was inveſted with 
Power from above, and performed many. - Their 
quality and number 1s conſiderable, 

I. They were not mere' Signs, as the conver- 
ſion of Moſes Rod into a Serpent ; nor deſtructive 
and puniſhing, as the Wonders in Egypt ; but ad- 

OR vantageous 


iu the Contrivance of Man's Redemption. 421 
vVantageous and, beneficial to men, the equal demon- | 
ſtrations bf his Mercy and Power, He cured Diſea- 
ſes that were abſolutely deſperate, by the mere 
fignification of his Will 5 As the Son of the Noble- John 4-46. 
man who-was: ſick at Capernaum, when Himſelf was 
at Cana in Galilee : or by ſuch-viſible means, that the 
Spectators-might be fully convinced, that it was not 
the external -application,but his ſole Vertue & Divine 
Power that produced:the effe&t ; Thus by anointing 

| with Clay and Spittle the Eyes of him that was born 

blind, who never had any natural poſſibility of ſeeing, 
he wrought an unparalleld Cure, Ir was never yet 
heard, that any man opened the eyes of one that was 
born blind, Therefore he that was healed, inferr'd 
from that, as a moſt/pregnant proof, that our Savs- 
vur was from God, He rars'd thedead; This effect 
exceeds the power not only of Men, but of the An- 
gels, *Tis true, That one Angel deſtroy'd in a 
night an hundred fourſcore and five thouſand of-the 
Aſyrian Army ; but 'tis as true, that all the Apgels 
together cannot raife from the dead one Man, Tis 
wholly the work of the Loxd of Nature, who holds 
the Keys of Life and Death in his hands. *Tis 
only his Light can diſpel the darkneſs, his Voice 
can break Te ſilence of the Grave. And *tis ob- 
ſervable, that our Saviour who ſometimes conceal'd 
his miraculous wor and forbid the publiſhing of 
' them, yet perform'd this kind before many Wit- 
neſſes, that they might publiſh and verifie-it,, as 
being moſt concluſive: of his »zſion from- God, He Mar. 5.42- 
raiſed to life the Rulers Daughter, ro-the aſtoniſh- 
ment of all that were preſent to attend her Funeral. 
The Widows Son of Naim was carried without the 
Gates of the City to his Grave, Feſ#s ſtops the ſad 
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train, and reſtores life to the young Man, and to his 


Mother ſomething more dear than herlife. And the 


more ſignally to triumph over Death;he purſued it to 


its fort, the obſcurity of the Grave. Lazarus was 
buried four dayes, his Carcaſe was corrupted, Je- 
ſus calls him from the bottom of his Tomb with 
that powerful voice that created the World , The 
Dead anſwers and comes forth to the amazement of 
all that ſaw the Glory of God ſo clearly maniteſted. 


The od 1+ 1998 reports that the People afterward 
were as defirous to ſee Lazarus as Jeſus. Add to 


theſe his caſting out of Devils. Before the Fall, the 


unclean Spirit was incorporated with the Serpent, 


 butnow with Man himſelf, - He ſeizes on the Ex- 


ternal Organs and Internal Faculties, and rules him 


at his. pleaſure. In the time of Chriſt .great num- 


bers were poſſeſt : for the Devil perceiving the 
ruine of his Kingdom approaching, he would ex- 
tend the limits of it here, and by the perfect poſ- 
ſcfling of ſinners, begin their torment, which is one 
act of his principality. The caſe of thoſe perſons 


was moſt'compaſſionable. For in that cloſe fight the 


ſoul was diſarmed of its defenſive weapons, being 
hindered in a great meaſure of the free uſe of its fa- 
culties. Whereas in other Temptations he works 
by outward objec ar a diſtance, here he makes a vi- 
olent aſſault on both parts, *Tis the true anticipa- 
tion of Hell, for the poſſeſt perſon is not exem 

ted from Suffering, the priviledge of Death, nor en- 
joys the free power of doing, the effet of Lite. 


| Now the czecting of this Enemy was above the 


force of any humane means ; no material applica- 
tions had power over immaterial Spirits. But our 
Saviour by a Word commanded them forth 'ot 


their 


in the Comrivance of Mans Redemption. 
their Garriſons, And the Evangeliſts obſerve that 
the fight of it afkeed the People in an extraordi- 
nary manner above what his other Miracles did. 


'Tis ſaid, they were all amazed, inſomuch that they 


queſtion'd among themſelves ſaying, what thing is this, 
what new Doctrine us this ? For with Authority com- 
mandeth he even the unclean Spirits,and thy obey him. 
His Empire over evil Spirits was more admired than 
over Diſeaſes, or Death it ſelf. Thoſe who were 
inſenſible of his former Miracles, received impreſſi- 
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on from this: They were aFtoniſh'd at the mighty Power Luk-9-43- 


of God, confeſſing that it was never ſo ſeen in Iſrael. 


And another time they ſaid, is ot this the Son of 


David ® 1. e. the Meffiah. The Phariſees his obſti- 


nate enemies were more troubled about this, than 


any other action; and to elude the preſent. con- 
viction*that He came from God, aſcribed it to a 
ſecret compa with Beelzebub, as if there were a 
colluſion between the evil Spirits, a leſſer Devil re- 


tir'd that the Prince might reign, But ſo great was 


the Evidence of the Spirit of God in that a& of Juriſ- 
diction over the Devils, that our. Saviour charges 
them. with unpardenable Guilt for their wilful de- 
nying it, = Ts FA 

The number of his Miracles was ſo great, that 
St. Fohz ſaith, If all were written, the world could not 
contain the Books, We may in part conjeture how 
numerous they were, by oy notice how many he 
perform'd in one day. He dined with Matthew ar 
Capernaum ; whiles He was there, Fairs entreats 
Him to goto his Daughter newly dead ; as He went 
the Woman with the bloody Iſſue toucht the hem of 
his garment and was healed; He raiſed the dead 
Maid; in his returning He cured #wo blind men, and 

a ered ena ET immediately 
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immediately after caſt out the Devil from one that 

was dumb. And in all theſe miraculous Operations 

the glory of Gods Power was clezrily manifeſted. 

4, The Divine Power admirably appeared in 

making the Death of Chriſt viftorious over all our 

Spiritual Enemies. Now to {hew what an eminent 

degree of Power was excrciſcd in the effeRing this, 

we muſt conſider, that after Satan was caſt out of 

Heaven for his Rebellion, he ſer up a throne on the 

Earth, and uſurpt an abſolute Empire over Mankind. 

His Power was great, and his Malice was equal to 

his Power. The Apoſtle repreſents him with his 

Epheſ.6-12. black Army under the titles of Pr:zcipalities and Po- 
| wers, the rulers of the darkneſs of this world, ſpiritual 
wickedneſies in heavenly places ; as in reſpect of the 
Order among them, ſo'in reſpect of their Dgminion 

they exerciſe in the World, His Principality hath 
two parts ; To tempt Men powerfully to ſin, and to 

execute the wrath of God upon them. He works 
effeitually in the Children of Diſobedience. He fixes 

their Luſts, and by the thick aſcending ſmoak dar- 

_ kens their Minds, and hurries them to do the vile 
| Actions. 4nd he-hath-the-power of death, to torment 
Sinners ; God juſtly permitting him to exerciſe his 
Cruelty upon thoſe who'comply with his Tempta- 
tions, Now in the time of Chriſt ſeeing, many ra- 
viſh'd out of his hands, and tranſlated into : the 
Kingdom of God, he grew jealous of. his ſtate, .and 
by his inſtruments brought Him to a cruel and ſhame- 
ful Death. He then in appearance obtain'd a com- 
pleat Conqueſt, but in truth was abſolutely over- 
come, And from hence theglorious Power of Chriſt 
is moſt clearly manifeſted, As he that will take the 
height ofa Mountain, muſt deſcend to the loweſt part 


of 
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of the Valley, where fixing his Inſtrument, he may 
diſcover the diſtance from the foot to the top of it : 


So we muſt deſcend to the loweſt degree of our Sa- 
viours abaſement, to underſtand the height of his 


exaltation. By Death he overcame him that had the Heb.2. 14. 


power of Death, that is the Devil. For his cruel Em- 
pire was founded in Mans Sin; his greatneſs was 
built on our Ruins. All the pea Evils he brings 
on Mankind are upon the account of our Difſobe- 
dience, and his mighty power in Temptations, is 
from our inward Corruption, Otherwiſe he might 
ſurround, but could not ſurpriſe us. Now the 
Lord Chriſt by his Death hath taken away the 
Guilt and Power of Sin : The Guilt in enduring the 
Curſe of the Law, and thereby ſatisfying Eternal 
Juſtice, which all the Creatures in Heaven and Earth 
could not do: and the Power of it, By crucifying our 
old man with him, that the body of fin might be de- 
ſtroyed, that henceforth we ſhould not ſerve fin, By the Gal.s. 
Croſs of (hrift the world is crucified to us, and we are 
crucified to the world, By it we are vindicated from 
the power of Satan, 2nto the glorious liberty of the 
Sons of God. For this reaſon our Saviour, a little 
before his Paſſion, ſaid, Now ſhall the Prince of this 
world be caſt out. By the Groſs he ſpoil'd Principalities 2 Col, 5. 
and Powers, and made a ſhew of them- openly, trium- 
phing over them in it, to their extreme bien, in 
the view of Heaven and Earth. Although the Re- 
ſurrection and Aſcenſion of Chriſt are the proper 
acts of his Triumph, yet his Death is the ſole cauſe 
and original of it. The Nails and Spear that pierced 
his Body, were his omrnzpotent Arms, and the Croſs 
the inſtrument of his Sufferings, was the Trophee of 
his Victory. All our triumphant Palms are gathered 

X Ji from 
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of the old Serpent, an 


over him. 
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from-that tree, 'Tis there our Saviour bruiſed the head? 
d-renewed his antient Victory 


= 


And from hence it-was, - that upon the fit Preach- 
ing - of Chriſt crucified, Oracles were ſtruck dumb, 
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| and put to eternal ſilence, in- 


vilible Powers were forc'd to 


do him viſible honour. 'As the 
- Riling Sun: cauſes the Night- 
| burds to retjre, ſo his Name 


chas'd the routof falſe Deities 
into darkneſs. They. conti- 
nue to be our enemies, but not: 


$i our /lords.” Now where. did 
the Divine Power ever appear-more glorious. than in 
our crucified Saviour ©: He hath dune greater things 
ſuffering as Man, than acting as God. The Works 
of Creation and Providence are not iequal to -the 
effects of his Death. In' the Creation a corruptible' 
World was produced from Nothing, which as it had 
no diſpofition, ſo-no contrariety. to receive the form 
the-Creator- gave it : But the new-World of Grace 
that is immortal, was form'd out of rebellious mat- 
ter» The moſt eminent work of Providence was the 
drowning the Egyptians. in the Red-Sea : But the 
ſpiritual Pharaoh and all. his Hoſts were drowned in 


this Blood. In ſhort, the Croſs hath opened Heaven- 


to us, and wrought a miraculous change on the 
Earth. But this I ſhall more particularly..conſfider- 
under another Head of Diſcourſe. . 

Fifthly, The Divine Power was. eminently mag- 
nified in Chriſts Reſurrection from the Grave, This 
was foretold concerning the. M-/iah by the Prophet 

| | David: 
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"David ſpeaking in the type, My fleſh ſhall reſt inhope, Plal.16.10. 
for thou wilt not leave my Soul in Hell, neither wilt 
thou ſuffer thy Holy On? to ſee corruption. As it was 
ordain'd by Gods Counſel, ſo *twas executed by his 
Power, This is deciſive, that He 1s the Meſſiah. 
His other Miracles were performed by the Prophets, 
but this was ſingular and only done by the God of 
the Prophets. The Reaſons of it prove, that 'twas 
equally neceſſary for his Glory and our Salyati- 
on. TOR 
1. The Quality of his Perſon required it. For 
He was a Heavenly ' Man without Guilt, therefore 
immortal by the original Conſtitution of his Nature. 
Death that is the wages of Sin had no power over 
him. He was ſubje& to 1t not by. the Law of his 
Conception, but the Diſpenſation of his Love, not 
to ſatisfie Nature, but purchaſe our Salvation. 
Therefore the Eternal Law that annexes Immortality 
to Innocence, would not ſuffer that He ſhould 're- 
main in the ſtate of Death. ':- 
2. The Nature of his Office made it neceſſary, 
As the Oecomomy of our Redemption required, that He 
ſhould deſcend from Heaven the Seat of his Glory, 
. that by dying He might expiate our Sins, ſo after 
his lying in the Grave ſo long as to atteſt the; reality 
of his Death ; *twas neceflary he ſhould rife again 
in order to his diſpenling the glorious Benefits He had 
purchas'd. The Apoſtle tells the Corinthians, If 
Chrisl be not riſen, then our preaching is invain, and 
your faith is alſoin vain. For theFaith of Chriſtians 
hath a threefold reterence. 1, To the Perſon of 
Chriſt, thathe is the Son of God. 2, To his Death, 
that 'ris an all-ſufficient Sacrifice for Sin, 3. To his 
Promiſe, that He will raiſe Believers at the laſt Day. 
; Iti'z Now 


, 
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Now the Reſurre&ion of Chriſt is the Foundation of 
Faith in reſpe& of all theſe. 


1. He was declar'd tobe the Sox of God with Power, 


Rom.1.4, According to the Spirit of Holin:fi, by the Reſurreition 
from the dead, He was the Son of God from Eterni- 

ty as the Word, and from the firſt moment of his In- 

earnation as God-Man ; - But the honour of this re 1a- 

tion was much eclips'd in his poor Life, and igno- 
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minious Death. And although his darkeſt night was 
inlightened with ſome diſcoveries of his Deity, yet 
they were tranſient and ſoon vaniſh'd.0 But in his 
Reſurre&ion God did publickly own him in the face- 


of the World, therefore he is repreſented, teſtifying 
from Heaven, thou art my Son, this day have I be- 


gotten thee, According to the Phraſe of Scripture ; 


then things are ſaid to be, when they conſpicu-. 
ouſly appear, All the Miraculous proofs by which 
God acknowledged him for his Son during his Life, 
had been ineffe&ual without this, If he had remain'd. 
in the Grave it had been reaſonable to believe him 
an ordinary perſon, and that his Death had been the 
puniſhment of his preſumption ; but his Reſurre&i- 
on was the moſt illuſtrious and convincing evidence, 
that he was what he declar'd himſelf ro be. For it- 
is not conceiveable that God ſhould put forth an Al- 
mighty power to raife him, and thereby authoriſe 
his uſurpation, if by robbery he had aſſumed that 
Glorious Title, He is therefore ſaid to be juſtified by 
the Spirit, which raiſed him, from all the accuſati- 
ons of his Enemies, who charg'd him with Blaſphe- 
my for making himſelf equal with God: Upon the 
evidence of it, Thomas ador'd him as his Loyd and 
God, | 
2. His Reſurrection. is the moſt pregnant proof 
of 


in the Contrivante of Man's Redemption, 


of the Allſuffitiency of his Satisfaction. This was 
ſpecial in the death of Chriſt, that the Curſe of the 
Law accompanied it, and ſeemed like an Infinite 


weight to lie on his Grave, But in riſing again, 


the Value and Vertue of His Sufferings was tully 
| declared, Therefore the Apoſtle tells us, zhat he 
was delivered for our Offences, and was. raiſed again 
for our Juſtification. Although his Death was ſufhi- 
cient to Merit our Pardon, yet fince Believers alone 
actually partake-of the benefit, and none could be- 
lieve, if he had not roſe from the Grave ; *tis clear 
His Death had been ineffeQual withour it, 

3- Our Faith in His Promiſes to give Life. and 
Glory to his Servants, is built on his ReſurreRion : 


for how could we believe him to: be the Authour of 
Life, who remained: under the power of Death 2 


How could he quicken and Glorifie us, who finally 


periſht? If he had been confined to the Grave, all 
our hopes had been buried with him. But his Reſur- 


reQionis the Cauſe,. Patern and Argument of ours : 
he did not only raiſe his Body from the Grave, but 


his Church with him, Now the effecting this is at-. 


tributed tothe Divine Power with a note of eminen- 
cy: Chriſt was raiſed by the Glory of his Father that 
| is by his Power, which in that AQtwas manifeſted in 
its full ſplendour, for what is ſtronger thandeath £ 


and. more in.exorable than the Grave? Omnipo- 


tency alone can:break its Gates, and looſe its 
Bands.. 


CHAP. 
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Rom.4.25.. 
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CHAP. XX1. 


'The Divine Power was glorified in the Gonverſion of the 

* World to Chriſtianity. Notwithſtanding the ima- 
ginary Infirmity in Chriſt Crucified, yet to the Called 
He was the Power of God, The numerous and great 
difficulties that obſtruttcd the receiving the Goſpel. 

What the ſtate of' theWorld was at the firſt pi 
:t, Ignorance was univerſal. Idolatry:and the 
 depravation off Manners were the conſequents of it, 

Idolatry was fortified by Guſtome, Antiquity and 
external Pomp. The depravation of Manners was 
extreme: The principal account of it . from their 
drsbelicving a Emutyre flate, and their attributing 
to their pho. thoſe Paſſions and Vices that were plea- 
fing to the Fleſh, The averſion . of the vulgar Hea- 
thens was ſtrengthened by thoſe in veneration among 
them. The Philoſophers .Prieits awd Princes ws 
hemently oppoſed the Goſpel; 4n account of their 
c—_ againſt it, The "conſideration of the Means 
by which the Goſpel was conveyed, diſcovers that 
| Omnipotency, alone made it ſucceſsful. The perſons 

employed were a few Fiſhermen without Authority 
and Pow:r. to force Men to Obedience, and without 
Art or Eloquence to infinnate the belief of their 
Doitrine. The great, ſudden and laſting change in 
the World by the Preaching of Goſpel # a certain 
Argument of the Divine Power, that animated thoſe 
weak appearances, Idolatry was aboliſht, A mi- 
raculons change followed in the Lives of Men. Chri- 
ſtians gave a divorce to all the ſinful delights of 
Senſe, aud embrac'd for the honour of Chriſt thoſe 


things 


in the. Contrivance of Mans Redemption: 
things that Nature moſt abhors. A ſhort view of 
th: Sufferings. and Conrage of 'the Martyrs. Their 
Patience was inſpired from Heaven, Chriſtianity 
was vittorions over all oppoſition. "The Divine Power 
will be -glorioufly manifeſted in the eompleat Satua- 
vation of the Church at the laſt Day. Our Saviour 
{ball then finiſh hus Mediatory Office, Death the 
laſt Enemy ſhall be deſtroyed. The Bodies of th: 


Saints ſhall be rais'd and conform'd to the glorious 


Boay of” Chriſt. 


6 op He Divine Power was glorified' in the-Con- 


verſion of the World: to Chriſtianity, The: 


Apoſtle tells us, That Chriſt cracified was tothe Jews a 


ſrumbling block and tothe Gentiles fooliſhneſs, TheFews 


expected the Meſiah to deliver them from: #:»zporal 
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1 Cor. 123+ 


Servitude, and eſtabliſh an univerſal Empire either 


by. the force of Arms, or by the terrour of Signs 


and Prodigies, as Moſes did againſt the Egiptians. 


But when inſtead of Power they. ſaw nothing but 


Weakneſs, and inſtead ofa glorious Triumph, a 


diſgraceful Puniſhment, they deſpifed-his Perſon, 
Na, rejected his Doftrine. But notwithſtanding this 
imaginary infirmity in Chriſt crucified, Yet 7o thoſe 
that are called according to the Divine purpoſe, He was 
the moſt excellent Power of God, It being more glo- 
rious to ſubdue the World to the. Faith and: Obe- 
dience of a crucified Perſon, than if He had appear'd 
with all the Powers of Heaven, and Princes of the 
Earth as his' Attendants: Forthis reaſon the Apoſtle 
declares, He was not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
it being the Power of God to Satvation to all that believe, 
to the Jew firſt, and alſo to the Greek. And he prays 
for the Epheſians, That the eyes of their underſtandings 


| being 


Vs 24+ 


Rome -1,16+ 
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Th: Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
being enlightened, they might know what is the ex- 
ceeding greatneſs of his Power to us ward who believe, 
according to the working of his mighty Power which He 
wrought in Chriſt, when He raiſed him from the dead, 
and ſet him at his own right hand in the Heaventy 
places, He uſes. various and lofty expreffions, as if 
one had been inſufficient to fignifie the exient and 
efficacy of that Power which produc'd the Faith of 
Chriſt in the Heathens. And it we duly confider 
things, it will appear, that the terms of the Apoſtle 
are not too ſtrong and hyperhbolical, but juit and equal 
to the degree of power requiſite for the man 
ment of that great work. For the underſtanding of 
this, I will conſider three things. 1, The numerous 
and great difficulties that obſtructed the receiving of 
the Goſpel. 2. The quality of the means by which 
*twas conveyed and became ſucceſsful. 3. The 
eminent, ſudden, univerſal and laſting change made 
by it in the World. ; | 
1. The numerous and great difficulties that ob- 
_ ſtructed. the receiving of the Goſpel : This will ap- 
pear by repreſenting the ſtate and diſpoſition of 
the World at that time when it was firſt Preach- 
ed. 

_ Firſt, Ignorance was Univerſal; adeep thick dark- 
neſs cover'd the face of the Earth. And the con- 
ſequents of that groſs palpable Ignorance, were ex- 
ecrable Idolatry and the moſt notorious deprevation 
.of manners. | - 

r.Execrable Idolatry :. tor as in the nightSpectres 
walk, So in the times of Ignorance, the Prince of 
darkneſs made lus progreſs in the Earth, He reign'd 
in the hearts of Men, aud in the places of their De- 
votion. The whole World was fi1l'd with Idols of 


{ſeveral 


in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption, 433 
ſeveral Forms and Myſteries, ſome aimiable, others | 
terrible according to the humour of Superſtition, For | 
many Ages Satan had kept peaceable poſſeſſion of | 
his Empire : For the Ignorant World did not under- 
ſtand irs Miſery, but willingly paid that honour to 
the cruel Uſarper, that was only due tothe Lawful 
Sovereign, They were confirm'd in their Idolatry 
by ſeveral things, 

1. They were trained up in it from their Infant 
ſtate, Now the ficſt perſwaſtons of the mind though 
orofly falſe, and ill habits do ſtrangly captivate, and 
are with difficulty removed: becauſe the concur- 
rence of thoſe faculties is requiſite z which are under i. 
the Power of Errour and Vice, No Tyrant is fo | 
cxactly obey'd as cuſtome, eſpecially in things | 
eſteem'd Sacred: for the conceit that the ſervice 1s 
plealing to the Deity, renders men incapable to be- 
lieve any thing, that contradicts it. "Twas as _ Ni 
hard to make the Gentiles forſake the Religion they 
received from their Birth, and to loofe the impreſſi- 
ons made in their tender Age, as to make the 4/71- | 
cans change their Skin, and become fair, and the | 
Furopeans to turn black : for the tinfture which the | 
Religion practiſed in each Country conveys to the | 
Souls of Men, is as deep and laſting, as that which | 
the Sun impreſſes upon their bodies, according to the 
diverſity of its Aſpects. 

2. The Pagan Religion was derived through a long Vid. Sym. in 
ſucceſſion from their Progeniters. Antiquity brings flat. ad 


I know not what reſpect to things, but 'tis ſpecially 7 Sac 


| exctpere dif- 
plinam, Religiones traditas colere, Coecil, Taninm Saudir ts attribrerg 
conſue vit, quantum aſtruxerit vetuſtatisM. Fel, Hoe fant!um a) evo «i, fl 
Hoc ab Atavis traditum. Prudent, + | 
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Th: Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
being enlightened, they might know what is the ex- 
ceeding preatneſs of his Power to us ward who believe, 
according to the working of his mighty Power which He 
wrought in G hriſt, when He raiſed him frcm the dead, 
and ſet him at his own right hand in the Heaventy 
places, He uſes. various and lofty expreſſions, as if 
one had been inſufficient to ſignifie the exient and 
efficacy of that Power which produc'd the Faith of 
Chriſt in the Heathens, And it we duly confider 
things, it will appear, that the terms of the Apoſtle 
are not too ſtrong and hyperbolical, but juit and equal 
to the degree of power requiſite for the fn 3, 4 
ment of that great work. For the underſtanding of 
this, I will conſider three things. 1. The numerous 
and great difficulties that obſtructed the receiving of 
the Goſpel. 2. The quality of the means by which 
*twas conveyed and became ſucceſsful. 3. The 
eminent, ſudden, univerſal and laſting change made 
by it in the World. 3388-21 

1. The numerous and great difficulties that ob- 
ſtructed. the receiving of the Goſpel : This will ap- 
pear by repreſenting the ſtate and diſpoſition of 
the World at that time when it was firſt Preach- 
ed. 

Firſt, Ignorance was Univerſal; a deep thick dark- 
neſs cover'd the face of the Earth. And the con- 
ſequents of that groſs palpable Ignorance, were ex- 
ecrable Idolatry and the moſt notorious deprevation 


.of manners. 


r.Execrable Idolatry :. for as in the nightSpecZres 
walk, So in the times of Ignorance, the Prince of 
darkneſs made lus progreſs in the Earth, He reign'd 
inthe hearts of Men, aud in the places of their De- 
votion. The whole World was fill'd with Idols of 


{everal 


bs. k) ® I. % ag 
$5 dog Vier 


in the Comtrivance of May's Redemption, 
ſeveral Forms and Myſteries, ſome aimiable, others 
terrible according to the humour of Superſtition, For 
many Ages Satan had kept peaceable poſſeſſion of 
his Ewpire : For the Ignorant World did not under. 
ſtandits Miſery, but willingly paid that honour to 
the cruel Uſurper, that was only due tothe Lawful 
Sovereign, They were confirm'd in their Idolatry 
by ſeveral things, 

1. They were trained up in it from their Infant 
ſtate, Now the firſt perſwaſtons of the mind though 
grofly falſe, and ill habits do ſtrangly captivate, and 
are with difficulty removed: becauſe the concur- 
rence of thoſe faculties is requiſite ; which are under 
the Power of Errour and Vice, No Tyrant is ſo 
cxactly obey'd as cuſtome, eſpecially in things 
eſteem'd Sacred: for the conceit that the ſervice 1s 
pleaſing to the Deity, renders men incapable to be- 
lieve any thing, that contradicts it, "Twas as 
hard to make the Gentiles forſake the Religion they 
received from their Birth, and to loofe the impreſſi- 
ons made in their tender Age, as to make the Af7:- 
cans change their Skin, and become fair, and the 
Furopeans to turn black : for the tinfture which the 
Religion practiſed in each Country conveys to the 
Souls of Men, is as deep and laſting, as that which 
the Sun impreſſes upon their bodies, according to the 
diverſity ot its Aſpe&ts. 


2. The Pagan Religion was derived through a long Vid.Sym.. in 
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ſucceſſion trom their Progeniters. Antiquity brings Flat. ad 


I know not what reſpec to things, but 'ris ſpecial! 


v Imperat, 
' Maran 
excipere dif- 
plinam, Religiones traditas colere, Coecil, Tantum Sauftirt's attribucys 


conſue vit, quantum aftruxerit vetuſtatis.M. Fel, Hee faninm ab evo eſt. 


Hoc ab Atavis traditum. Prudent, 
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venerable in matters of Religion, - Therefore the 
Heathens accuſed the Chriſtian Religion of Novel- 
ty, and urged nothing more plauſibly than the Ar- 
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gument of 1mmemorial Preſcription tor their Super- 
ſtition, They would not conſider whether it were 
juſt and reaſonable, but with a blind deference 
yielded up themſelves to the Authority of the An- 
tients, They reſolv'd not to condemn their Parents 
and Friends, that had gone before them in the Road 
of Damnation, but choſe to dye in their 1dolatry. 
So hard 1s it to reſiſt the current of the World, and 
to reſcue our ſelves from the Bondage of popular 
Errours. FA 

3. The Pomp of the Pa2an Worſhip was very 
pleaſing to the fleſh. The Magnificence of their 
Temples adorn'd with the Trophies of Superſtition, 
their Myſterious Ceremonies, their Muſick, their 
Proceſſions, their Images and Altars, their Sacrifi- 
cesand purifications, and the reſt of the Equipage 
of a carnal Religion, drew their reſpedts and ſtrongly 
affected their Minds through their Senſes : Whereas 
the Religion of the Goſpel is Spiritual and ſerious, 
holy and pure, and hath nothing to move the Carnal 
part. Now how difficult was it to overcome Paga- 
aiſme when fortified by Cuſtom, Antiquity, and fo 
agreeable to Senſe, 

2, The depravation of Manners was ſuch in the 
Heathen World, that if the unclean Spirits had 
been incarnate, 'and taken their reſidence amons 
Men, they could not have ated worſe Villanies. The 
whole Earth was covered with Abominations, as E- 
£3pt with the Frogs that poiſoned the whole Climate. 
We may fee a picture of their converſation in the 
firſt to the Romans, And it could not be otherwiſe ; 
For 


in the Contrivince of Man's Redemption.  axs 
For as the Apoſtle faith, Thoſe who are drunk are 
arunk in the night, So when the Mind is darkened | 
with Ignorance and Errour, the Aﬀections are cor- 
rupted, and Men give up themſelves to the anfrurtful 
works of darkneſs, Unnatural Crimes were com- 
mitted even among the Greectans and Romans with 
that liberty, as if no ſpark of common Reaſon had 
remained in them. The moft filthy Luſts had loſt 
che fear and ſhame that naturally attends them. 
Fhey eſteem'd thoſe things tobe the means to obtain 
Happineſs, that were cauſes of the contrary. They 
plac'd their Sovereign Good in extreme Evil, 7.e. ſtn- 
tal Pleafures. They were encouraged to work all *P47 fr 
uucleaun2ſs with greedtneſs, not only upon the ac- OO 
count of preſenr Impunity, for their Laws left al- p,yiras. Ma. 
moſt all Vices indifferent but what diſturbed the tran- Fz!. 
quillity of the State, and not only by the multitude 
of Examples, ſo that Vices by their commonneſs had 
loſt their names, and were ſtiled Vertues, nay 'twas 
a Crime to appear innocent among the gutlity, but 
_ principally becauſe they thought themſelves ſecure 
| asto a fature ſtate : For either they wholly disbe- 
lievedit, and 'tis congruous that thofe who think to 
die like Beaſts, ſhould live like Beaſts; or els by Et condi 13- 
attributing to their Deities thoſe Paſſions and Vices Ty e credimng 
that fo powerfully reigned in themſelves, they were nhung 
ſtrongly perfwaded no Puniſhment would be inflicted, as Ties 
For how could the gods make them Sacrifices to their orum. Biblis 
Juſtice, who were companions with them in their tempting 
Crimes? Or revenge the imitation of their own x brother 
actions 2 This was to caſt down the banks, and to bop zpe8 
let the torrent of corrupt Nature break forth in all 9 p rely 
its fury, As St. Auſtin obſerves of Homer, the fa- ce" 
ther of Poctical Fiftions, that repreſenting the 
| Kkk2 Murders, 


Apud eos to» 
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Murders, Thefts and Adulteries of their gods, he 
| made thoſe Sins divine Properties, and eftetually 
commended them to the Heathens : & wi/quis ca fe- 
Confel, ciſiet, non homines perditos ſed caleſtes Deos videbatuy 
Atque De ,7 00, "© 4” 
um? on; fitatus. And he gives an inſtance of this froma 
templa cals Gomeay of Terence, Where a vicious young Man is 
ſumma $0- introduced, reporting how he animated himſelf to 
nitu concu- ſatisfie. his brutiſh luſt, as having no leſs a Deity 


cit, Ego than Tupiter for his Maſter and Model, In ſhort, 
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nes ce. £0e Theology of the Pagers inflam'd them to the bold 
ure Ego commiſſion of eyery pleaſant Sin, The Hiſtory of 


ind vero their gods was ſo interſperſt with the mot infamous 
#afeci as ]mpurities, that at the firſt reading, Verterunt pu- 
lubens. pillas Virgines in Meretrices, They loſt the Virginity. - 
Teren.Euy.'of their Eyes,then of their Souls, and then of their Bo- 
dies, Now the Goſpel is a holy Diſcipline that for- 
bids all exceſſes, that enjoins univerſal Purity and 
Chaſtity ; So that when it was firſt preach'd to the 
Heathens, they thought it impoſſible to be obeyed, 
unleſs Men were Angels without Bodies, or Statues 
without Souls. 9 
I ſhall adde further, That the averſion of the 
Heathens from Chriſtianity was much ſtrengthened 
by thoſe who. were in Yeneration among them, -and 
vehemently oppoſed. it. And they were the Philo-. 
ſophers greatly eſteem'd for Wiſdome, their Prieſts 
that had dominion. over their Conſciences, and 
their Princes that had power over.their ſtates and 
lives. | | 
I, Philoſophers yehemently oppoſed the receiving 
of the Goſpel. At the firſt view it may be juſt mat- 
ter of wonder that they ſhould be enemies to it, whe- 
ther we conſider 'the ob'ects of Faith, or the rules 
of Life laid down in it, The ob/ects of Faith were 
new 
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new andnoble, of infinite beauty and profit, and 
moſt worthy of a rational Contemplation to be ex- 
erciſed upon : Now that the Philoſophers who were 
ſo diligent to improve their minds who re- 
ceiv'd with complacency truths of a lower deſcent; 
and of infinitely leſs impertance, ſhould reje& Evan- 
gelical Truths, ſublime in their Nature, ſaving in 
their Efficacy, and reveal'd from Heavn, what ac- 
count can be given of it © Tertulian reproaches them 
with reaſon, That the Chriſtian Faith was the only 
thing, which Curioſity did not tempt them to ſearch 
into. Hic ſolum curiofitas humana torpeſcit, Be. 4pol.c.r. 
| fides, whereas the Goſpel is a plain and perfect In- 
ſticution for the government of Life, wholly con- © 
yerſant about the Souls of men,and aſſu:es a Bleſſed- 
neſs infinitely more excellett than was ever thought 
of by them,it might have been expecedthat thoſe who 
in regard of Morality ſeem'd moſt to approach to it, 
and whoſe profeſt delign was to ſearch after Happi- 
neſs, thould have readily entertain'd, and uſed their 
beſt endeavours to have drawn others to embrace it. 
But if we conſider things aright, our wonder will 
vaniſh : for their Knowledg and Morality which in 
themſelves were Preparatives, yet accidentally hin- 
dered their ſubmiſſion to. the Goſpel, and cauſed. the 
moſt potent prejudices againſt ir, and that upon a 
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double account. | ITY 
Firſt, Ot Pride, Secondly, Of Satisfaction in 1gphu &f 
their own way. glorie attie 


1, Pride was their Univerſal Diſeaſe, they mal, & po- 
had a liberal eſteem of themſelves, as raiſed P#/aris aure 
above the common rank of Men, And becauſe #7 1% 
Philoſophy had inſtructed them in: ſorfic truths, - 
they believed the falſe as well a5 the true, and. con- cipium, 
cluded all things impoſſible that dil not concur with jjier, 

| ; | the 
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their old tenets : they admitted no higher Principle 
than natural Reafon, and utterly rejeted Divine 
Revelation : which was as unreafonable as if one 
that never faw but the light of a Candle, ſhould 
contend there was no other light in the World, 
Now a Perſon that doth not believe Divine Revela- 
tion, is wholy unqualified to judge of ſupernatural 
Myfteries. For tilt the Authority of the Reveater 
iS ſubmitted to, be cannot truly conſider: their Cauſe 
and their End, Beſides, they lookt on it as a re- 
proach that any fecret ſhould berevealed to others 
and not to them, Tt ſeem'd to darken their Glory 
that any School ſhould be more knowing than theirs. 
Therefore they choſe to be in{truftors ot Error, rather 
than Diſciples ro the Truth, | Add further, they 
choughr their honour concern'd to defend the Princi- 
ples they had once eſpouſed, From hence aroſe the 
great conteftations between themfelyes, accompa- 
nied with Invectives and Sazyrs, being very jealous 
for their Opinions, and paſſionate for the intereſt 
of their Sects. Now the Goſpel was in ſome things 
contrary to all otchem ; ſothat being toucht in their 
tendereft part,no wonder they were fo violent againſt 
it, Our Saviour asks the Jews, how cax ye believe, 
which receive honour one from another, and ſeck not 
the Honour which comes from God only He propounds 
it as an impoſlible thing. The Goſpel would ſtrip 
them of all their pretended excellencies, and com- 
manded as its firſt Article, they ſhould bumbly re- 
fien their underſtandings to Divine Revelation, this 
they lookt on as a ſubmiſſion unworthy their refined 
ſtrong Spirits, 
2. 1hey had ſatisfaction in their own imperfect 
Vertyes. Becauſe they did. ſome things to recover the 
Humane 
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Humane Nature from its. degenerate ſtate, they 


were more confirtned in their Infidelity, than the 


groſleſt Idolaters and the moſt vicious Perſons. For 


the more probable Arguments they had to: obtain 
| happineſs in their own way, the-more obſtinately 

they retuſed any other, They thought there was 
no need of a Saviour to intercede for them, or of 
the Spirit of Grace to aſſiſt them,” but theyhad (elf- 
Sufficiency for the acquiring of Felicity. Like fooliſh 
Chymiſts that have melted away a great part of their 
Eltates in vain, yet in expectation of the great Elixir, 
create in their fancies treaſures of Gold, and 
inrich themſelves, So the Philoſophers who waſted 
their time and Spirits in ſearching after Happineſs 
to little purpoſe, although the beſt of their Principles 
and the height of their Vertue were inſufficient to 
ſupport them under any prefling Affliction, yet they 
had vain hopes of obtaining perfect Tranquillicy 
and Content by them, Now the Goſpel command- 
ing an intire renounceing of our ſelves, to embrace 
the ſole Goodneſs and Will of God, it was hard for 
thoſe who were fo full of pride and vanity, to reliſh 
2 Doctrine ſo contrary to them. - In truth, whatever 
the Philoſophers pretended concerning the incredi- 
bility that the Son of God ſhould ſaffer death, yet if 
was no: fo much the Crofs to which Chriſt was nai- 


led by his Enemies,that made them reje& the Goſpel, 2#i in his 


as the other Croſs to which Feſ would faſten them; 
;z, e, the ſtrict and holy Diſcipline to which he com- 


deprehendas 
preter fictam: 
frontem @ 


mands them to ſubmit. A Diſcipline that condemns perpetuum = 
the vanity and glory of their Wiſdom & Vertue,that tiam,e> quan 
mortifies ſenſual pleaſures,which many of the Philo- dam ex aro- 
ſophers indulged chamfelves in, notwithſtanding all £272 auto- 


their diſcourſes of the purgative afid imminative lite. "5b 
. Ang 
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Philoſipbo- And that this was the real caiiſe of their rejeing 
rum ſuperci- Chriſt crucified, is evident , -lor they knew, it was 
lia contem- not unuſual, for. Perſons of extraordinary Wiſdom 
nimus, v2 1,4 Yertue, to ſuffer in the World, - Their preſents 
fecunaiſſeme and example upbraids the Vitious, and Wounds 
_ cheir Spirits: as a great light ſore and diſtempered 
ipfi citis eyes. And ſome of them wiermwlen pa Waſ- 
madentes. dume of Providence ; in perritting this for an ex- 
M, Fzl. cellent end, that Vertue, tried by the fire, might 

be the more reſplendent. Socrates himſelf ſo admir'd 
by them, was ſo diſguiſed by the malice of his ene- 
mies, that he was condemned todie by Poiſon : Yet 
this was ſo far from obſcuring his Reputation,that his 
ſuffering Dcath was eſtecm'd the moſt noble cffec of 
his courage, and the moſt excellent Proof of his Ver- 
tue, Why then ſhould they make a contrary judg- 
ment of our Redeemers Sufferings ; whoſe Innocenee 
was perfect, and whoſe Patience was {6 Holy and Di- 
vine ; that in the midſt of His torments he Prayed 
for his Murderers * No reaſon can be juſtly alledged; 
but ſome darling luſt ſpiritual or fleſhly which they 
were reſolved to cheriſh, The light that comes from a» 
bove illuminates the humble, and dazles the proud. 
The preſumption of their own knowledg, was the 
cauſe of their Prodigious ſtupidity, Simple ignorance 
15 not ſo dangerous as errour, which hath a falſe light 
that deccives and leats to precipies, We find there- 
fore that none were fiercer enemies to the Goſpel 
then the Philoſophers. 

The ſacred ſtory tells us, that when the ApoFtle 
Preacht at Athens, that was as much the ſeat of Su- 
perſtition as of Sciences, the Epcaurears and Stoicks 
though moſt oppoſite in their Principles, yet con- 
ſpir'd to encqunfer him, they entertained him 


With 


* 
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with ſcorn, what will this Babler ſay? and his ſuc- 
ceſs was but ſmall there. Hethat fiſht with a net in 
other places, and brought great numbers to Baptiſin, 
there did only with an angle, and caught but oe 
or typo Souls. And in the progreſs of the Goſpel they 
perſiſted in their oppoſition. The moſt grave and 
vertuous ameng them cenſur'd the Martyrs as fool- 
hardy in their generous Suftcrings for the Name of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Antoninus ac- | 
cuſed the Chriſtians of obſti- T6 9% triytor 7ST, Ive dm (uf 
nacy in their readineſs to en- Uploxos texemar pul xormet Linu 
dure Torments. Arrianm re- Sa Og 0 Or Move 25 
: - i 71 
preſents their Courageas pro- 2 5, Im 7 2 aber houg 5 
ceeding from a cuſtomary con» yg Y985 6 raMngior 1. 4. c. 7. 
tempt of Death, whichhe op- 
poſes to Judgment and Reaſon. Creſcens the Stoick 
was the Perſecutor of Fuſt;» Martyr. In all Ages 
the Goſpel felt the ſharp points of their malicious 
Wits, They deſpiſed it as an ill-contrived Fable, 
as the entertainment of ſtall 
Underſtandings, And Faith, Nemo accedat eruditus, nemo ſapi- 


iS the. pre idium of the weak £15 nemo prudens, arcemus enim ta- 


and illiterate, who were in- ** * Wd fi quis off indodiu, infi- 
anable ook erica” Now piens, infans fidenter_veniat. Hoc 
P Z patio ſatis apparet, quod ſolos fatuos, 


when thoſe who were in high GJguaros, ftolidos, mancipia, mulier- 
_ eſt reputarion for their Mo- culas, pueros captent, & pelliciant- 
rality and Learning, diſcoun- Maxim. Madaurenſis i Epiſt. ad 
tenanced Chriſtianity, it was $# Avgult. 
a ſtrong Argument to move 
the vulgar . =eigH to judg of it as a mieer delu- 
ſion. In our Saviours time 'twas urged as a ſuffici- 
ent reaſon againſt the receiving of Him as ſent from 
God, Becauſe none of the Phariſees, the moſt learn- 
ed, and moſt likely to underſtand the Prophecies 
LI11 ; con- 


Joh.7. 48, 
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concerning the Meſſiah, believed on him. © 
2. The Heathen Prieſts vehemently obſtructed the - 

reception of the Goſpel; for their Intereſt was ſpe- 

cially concern'd upon the account of their reputa- 
tion and gain, With great Art they had kept the 

People in Ignorance for a long time: They perſwa- 

ded them that their Idolatroys Ceremonies made 

the gods favourable, and were the ſupreme Cauſes 

of their Proſperity. Fram this Fountain all 
Superſtition was deriv'd, Now if the Dodrine 
of Chriſt (that ſiritly forbids the . Worſhip- 
of Idols) were received, who would attend to their 

old Lies? Who would purchaſe their deceitful Pro- 

miſes * Who would maintain them with prodigal 
Donatives * Who would eſteem them divine Men 2 
They muſt loſe their honour and ſupport, and for 
their Fables be the ſcorn of the Multicude, *Tis no- 

wonder then that their Paſſions ſhould be edged, 
and their Endeavours furious in oppoſingthe Truth. 
And ſince the People had a reverend regard for their 
ONch, they readily joyned with, them in their oppo- 
Ition. 

Palgaria Je- , 3+ Princes who were ador'd by the People, thought 
wn capita themſelves obliged to prevent the intraduGion of a 
cparatim new Religion, leſt their Empire ſbould bein hazard, 
Deos upn ha- or the Majeſty and Greatneſs of it- leſſen'd, For 
bendos, nec Religion being the true Foundation of publick. 
9705 Peace, every change in it is ſuſpected as dangerous, 
and likely to bring- ſome eminent alteration in the- 
AQ.16.21- State. St. Paul*was accuſed for teaching Cuſtoms, . 
| which were not lawful for them to obſerve being Ro-- 
mans, And in after-times Chriſtians: were condemn'd; 

as ſeditious andmutinous, and their Aſſembly as rio- 
tcus & unlawtul. And 'tis obſervable that there never 

was 
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was 2 leſs favourable conſtitution of time, than when 
the Goſpel was firſt preacht, For Tiberirzs was ex- 
treamly cruel, and extreamly jealous of all novelty _ 
that might diſturb his repoſe. And Nero the bloo. Qin f- 
dielt Tyrantthat ever {at on the Rowan Throne, cn- pidins News 
deavour'd to ſtrangle Chriſtianity in the Cradle. crnentavit, 
Beſides, the Doftrine of Chriſt, was not only new Tert. Scorp. 
and ſtrange, but ſevere ; tor it gives no diſpenſation - 
for Perſons of the higheſt rank from univerſal duty. 
'Tis the Law of God, to whom all are equally ſub- 
ject, and muſt be equally obedient. 1t gives rules 
without exception, to the Court, as well as the Cot- 
tage ; to thoſe cloth'd in Purple and thoſe in Sack- 
cloth : it condemns the greateſt for Delinquents,and 
ouilty of Eternal Death, it they do not abandon 
thoſe. pleaſures to which corrupt Nature and many | 
ſtrong Temptations: violently incline them. Now £5 
the Heathen Princes' who were profpcrous and vici- 
ous, could-not. reliſh'a Donne that retrenche their 
exorbitant deſires,8 ſtrialy forbade their unconfin'd 
enjoyment- of ſenſual'delights, which they eſteem'd 
the Prerogative annext to their ſupream dignity. 
From what hath been diſcours'd. we may judge how. 
oreat reſiſtance the Goſpel met with in its firſt publi- 
cation, Forall things that can make an enterpriſe 
impoſſible, were united together againſt it Wif- 
dom- and Power, the pleaſures of Sin and' zeal for 
Religion, the underſtandings and wills of Men, 
the Learned: and\Igriorant, Magiſtrates and People, 
Men and Devils, joyn'd to ſuppreſs it. Hell was in 
2 Commotion; andthe Prince of Darkneſs ini Arms, 
not: to" ſuffer the Crowns of ſo many KingJortis to 
fall from his Head; which: for ſo many ages he had 
kept: He was cnrag'd to loſe the Homage and ſer- 

L1l 2 vice, 
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vice, eſpecially of the more knowing Nations, as 
the Grecians and Romans, who, by how much the 
more capable of truth, with ſo much the more art to 
the diſhonour of God, for a long time had been kept 
under his Deceit. . 

2. If we conſider the means by which the Goſpel 
was conveyed, it will be more, evident that Omni- 
pctence alone made it ſuccesful. When Chriſt came. 
frem Heaven to convert the World, it had been-ac- 
cording to the Lay of reaſcn more ſuitable to his pur- 
poſe, to have been burn at Rowe the ſeat of the Em-- 


\ pire, wherein the confluence of all Nations met, 


than in an obſcure corncr. So whenthe Apoſtles- 
were firſt ſent forth to propagate the Goſpel, hu- 
mane prudence would judge, that. they ſhould have: 
been afſfiſted either wich Authority and Power, . or. 
with Learning and eioquence, to compel, or per-- 
ſwade to a ſubmiſſion to. it, . But if there had been 
any proportion between the quality of the inſtru- 
ments, and the effe&s. produced, the Gofpel had 
been eſteem'd a D-&rine purely Humane, The 
immediate Agents had been intituled to all the ho- 
nour by the ſuffrage of the ſenſes ; and their proper 


ſufficiency would haye obſcur'#the Yertue of Chriſt 
1 Cor.1-27; 


28. 


that wrought in them. Therefore God choſe the weak 
things of the World, to confound the mighty ; and baſe 
things of the World, and things which are deſpiſed hath 
God choſen : Yea and things' that are not, to bring to 
nought things that are, that his Glorious Power may be 
fully manifeſted. 

The perſons employed were a few fiſhermen, with 
a Publican anda Tent-maker, without Authority 
and Power to force Mey to obedience, and without 


the 
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the charms of Eloquence to infinuate the belief of - 


the Doctrines they deliver'd, 
1. They were without Authority and Power, O- 
ther Religions were cſtabliſhed in ſeveral Nations, by 


perſons of the greateſt Eminency an1 credit among - 


them. Thar of the Perſians by Zoroaſtres, that of 
the Egyptians: by Hermes, that of the Grecians 
by Orphexs, that of the Romans by Numa, all Kings 
or of great Reputation for their Wiſdom and Vertue 
' and they were received without contradiction, 
For being: correſpondent to the corrupt inclinations 
of Men,it was not ſtrange that the Princes had either 
capacity to invent them, or power to plant them. 
And in later times Mahomet opened a way for his 
Religion by his ſword, and advanced'it by his Con- 
queſt, Now 'tis no wonder that a Religion ſo pleaſ- 
ing to the lower appetites that gives licence to all 


corrupt affe&tions in the preſent Life, and promiſes a - 


ſenſual Paradiſeſuitable to beaſts in the future,ſhould 
be embrac'd by thoſe who were ſubje& to his arms. 


But the Apoſtles were meanlyborn and educated, with-- 


out credit and reputation, deſtitute of all humane 


ſtrength, and had only a Crucified Perſon for their | 


leader, Chriſtianity was expoſed naked in the day 
of its birth, without any ſhelter from ſecular Pow- 
EIS. Sh | 


2. They had not the advantage of Art'and Elo-- 


quence to commend their Religion. Thereis a kind 
of charm in Rhetorick that makes things appear o- 


therwiſe than they are : the beſt cauſe it ruins, the 
worſt it confirms. Truth, though in. its ſelf invin- 
cible, yet by it ſeems to be overcome ; and Errour 


obtains a falſe triumph. We haveaviſible proof of 
this in the Writings of Celſus, & TOs, "arias 
| ang 
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and others for Paganiſm againſt Chriſtianity. What 
a vaſt difference is there between the lyes and filthi- 
neſs of the one, and the Truth and Santity of the 
other : Yet with what admirable addreſs did they 
manage that Infamous Subjet : Although it ſeem'd 
incapable of any defence, yet they gave ſuch colours 


to it, by the beauty of their expreſſions, and their 


apparent reaſons, that it ſeem'd plauſible, and Chri- 
ſtianiry notwithſtanding its brightneſs and purity was 
made odious to the people. , But the Apoſtles were 
moſt of them wholly unlearned, St, Paw! himſelf 
acknowledges that he was weak in preſence, and his 
Speech was not with the enticing words of Mans Wiſe 
dome, A crucified Chriſt was all their Rhetoif&k. 
Now theſe impotent deſpicable Perſons, were im-- 
ployed ro ſubdue the World to the Croſs of Chriſt; 
and in. that ſeaſon, when the Rowan Empire was at 
its height, when the moſt rigorous Severitics' were 
uſed againſt all. Innovations, when Philoſophy and 
Eloquence were in their flower and Vigour, ſo that 


- Truth, unleſs adorn'd. with the dreſs and artifice of 


falſhood-was deſpis'd, and a Meſſage firomGod: him- - 


. ſelf, unleſs eloquently convey'd,, hadino force to va 


ſwade. Therefore: the Apoſtles debaſed themſelves 
in the ſenſe of their own weakneſs, We have this trea- * 

ſure in earthen veſſels, That the excellency of the power 
may be of God, & not-of us. Twas from diftruft of them- 
ſelves;their. true confidence'in God proceeded; They 

were onely.ſo fax powerful as be enabled them: like 

inſtramentsin which there isinot- Vertue ſufficient for 

the carving, of a Statue, if they. donotreccive ir im- 
preſt from the Artificer that. uſes them, Briefly, as 

God the Author: of Wonders uſes: that which is weak 

in Nature, to-conquer themoſt'rebellious/parts of it: 

| He 
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He makes the weak ſand a more powerful bridle to 
the impetuous Element of Waters, than the ſtrong- 
eſt banks raiſ'd by the induſtry of Mey, and compos'd 
of the moſt ſolid materials : ſo he was pleaſed by a 
few artleſs impotent perſons to confound the wiſdom 
and overcome the power of the World. 

3. The great ſudden andlaſting Change that was 
made in the World by the Preaching of the Goſpel, 
is a certain Argument of the Divine Power that ani- 
mated thoſe mean appearances, and'that no inſtru- 
ment 1s weak in Gods hands. - 

1. Thegreatneſs of the Change is ſuch, that it was 


only poſſible to Divine Power,” Tis a great Miracle to- 


render light to the Blind, but 'tis more miraculous to 


inlighten the Dazk mind, to ſee the truth and beauty 
of Supernatural Myſteries, when they are diſguis'd- 


under reproach &.ſad repreſentations, and effectually. 
to believe them, eſpecially when the inferiour appe- 
tite is {o contrary to Faith, *Tis a prodigy to raiſe 


the Dead; but 'tis more admirable to- ſanctify an ha-- 
bituated ſinner, For in comparing the quality of 


thoſe Miracles,that is the greateſt in the performing 


whereof God is diſcover'd to be the. abſolute Lord of 


the greater Nature: Now the intelle&ual Nature is 


fuperiour to- the corpoxeal.. Beſides , there is no- 
contradition from a Dead body againſt the Divine 
Power in raifing it ;. on the contrary, if any ſenſe 


were remaining, it. would ardently defire to be re- 


| ſtor'd tothe. full enjoyment of Life: bur corrupt Na- 
rure is moſt k -/roge to renewing Grace. Now theſe 
marvelous eftedts.were produced by the Revelation- 
of Feſus Chriſt to the Heathens: The glorious light 
of Truth ſcattered the thick and terrible darkneſs of 
Igno- 
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"Ignorance and errour that was ſo univerſal. The | 


Goſpel in its power and the quality of its effects, 


: was like thoſe words, Let there be Light, which the 
| Eternal Word pronounced upon the confuſed Chaos, 
.and infiſed a Soul and Life into the World. The 


clear knowledge of God in his Nature, and Glorious 


"Works of Creation and Redemption, of the duty of 
. Man, of the future ſtate, was communicated to the 
-meaneſt underſtandings: And in proportion to the 


Light of Faith, ſuch was the meaſure of Picty, and 
Holineſs, Idolatry that had Number, Antiquity, 
Authority of its fide, was intirely aboliſht., The 


falſe Deities were caſt out of the Temple: and the 


Croſs of Chriſt was planted in the Hearts of Men, 
Accordingly the Apoſtle tells:the Theſſalonians ; Fax 
"they themſelves ſhew of us, what manner of entring in 
we had. unto you, and how ye turned to God from 1dols, 
to ſerve the Living and true God, and to wait for his 
Son from Heaven, whom he raiſ-dfrom the Dead,even 
Feſus which delivered us from the wrath to come. In+ 
numerable from ſecret Athciſm 8& publick Gentiliſns 
were conyerted to acknowledg *and accept of the Re- 
deemer for their Lord. What could produce ſuch a 
marvelous change in the World but an Almighty 
power * How ſeemingly impoſlible was it to bring ſo 
many, who were proud in their natures, perverſe.in 
their cuſtoms,and indubitably aſſenting to their falſe 


| Religions, from ſuch adiſtance as the Worſhip of 


innumerable Deities, to adore a Crucified God ? 
'Twas admirable that Alexander broke the- Perſian 
Empire with an Army of Thirty Thouſand : but 
what is there corhparable'in that Conqueſt, to the 
Acts of the Apoſtles « How much leſs difficult is it 
for ſome Nations to change their Kings, than for all 
60 
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to change their Gods: How far more eaſe is it to over- : 


come the bodies of Men, than ſubdue their Souls ? 
Upon the moſt exact inquiry, there will never be 
found in humane nature any cauſe capable to produce 
ſuch an effe&, nor in the Records ot all Ages any 
example like it. | nes 
_ Adito this the excellent Reformation in the hearts 
and lives of Men. As their underſtandings, fo their 
wills and affeftions the ſources of ation were mira- 
culoufly alter'd. What the Sages of the World 
could not effect in a tew ſelect Perſons, The Goſpel 
hath done in great numbers, nay rais'd them above 
all their teigned Ideas, above the higeſt pitch of their 
Proud Philoſophy. Thoſe ſtrong and furious paſhons 
which Natural Reaſon was as unable to reſtrain, as 
a threed of {ilk is to govern a fierce beaſt, the Goſpel 
. hath tamed and brought into order : It hath execu- 
ted what Philoſophy durſt never enterpriſe, deſpairing 
ot Succeſs. The Goſpel hath made the Wiſe Men 
of the World reſign their Reaſon to Faith ; it hath 
perſwaded Carnal Men to- mortify the Fleſh, . the 
Ambitious to deſpiſe ſecular Honours, the, Volup-: 
tuous to renounce their Pleaſures, the Covetous to 
diſtribute their Goods to the Poor, the Injur'd and 
Incenſed to forgive their Enemies, and all this for 
Love to God, an affetion unknown to all other Laws 
and Inſtitutions. Where-ever it came, it miraculouſly . 
transform'd®' Pagans into Chriſtians, which was as 
truly Wonderful, as for the Bafi/is+ to part with its 
Poiſon, fora Woffe to be chang d into a Lamb, nay, 
tor Dozs, (ſuch were the Gentiles in our Saviours 
Language) to be chang'd ingo Angels of /ight and 
purity. Anceminent inſtance we have of its efficacy 
in the Corinthians, who in their He.then- ſtate were 
Mm m outlty 
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ouilty of the vileſt enormities : But after their re-- 

: cciving the Goſpel, the Apoſtle teſtifys, they were 

2 Cor.6. 10, Waſhed, ſanitified, and Fuſtified in the Name of the 

It. Lord Feſivs, and by the Spirit of our God. Fuitine 

Martyr tells Triphox,that thoſe who had been ſtain'd 

with all filthineſs, and enſlay'd by charming imperi- 

$ , ous luſts, yet becoming Chriſtians, 

OL TRAKI EY Topreioets \ci- they were purified and freed, and 

@gvVTES, VV 9 rigs Of delighted in thoſe Vertues that 

Hm STO were moſt contrary to: their form- 

Deans er Vices, This Alteration was ſo. 

viſible, that the lives of the firſt Chriſtians were an 

Apologie for their Faith, And 'tis ſtrongly urged 

by Origen, Tertullian, Laitantins and others, as a. 

convinceing proof of the Divinity of the Chriſtian 

Dorine, that it made the Profeſſours of ic Divine - 

in their converſations. The Creation of Grace 

was like the Creation of Nature, when trecs ſprang 

up in an inſtant laden with iruirs;ſo in the converted, 

all the bleſſed fruits of the Spirit, Love, Joy,. Peace, 

Loxg-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meckneſs, 

Plin.T.3b.1 0 he eng abounded, This teſtimony even a Pagar 
Epift.7. Perſecutor gives the common ſort of Chriſtians, that 

they aſſembled to ſing Hymns to Chriſt, that they 

obliged themſelves ſolemnly to injure no Perſon, to 

deceive none, topreſerve faithfully what was coms« 

mitted to them, to be alwayes true. And as in obedi-. 

ence to the Goſpel, they gave a divorce to all the 

ſnfuldelights of ſenſe; ſo, which was incomparably 

more difficult, they embrac't thoſe things which-Na- 

ture doth moſt abhor : no Religion in the World e- 

ver expoſed its followes to ſuch Sufferings, nor in- 

ſpir'4 them with ſuch reſolution to ſuſtain them. 


Al 


#n the Contrivance of Man's Redemption. 451 
All other Religions were produQtions of the fleſh,and ; 
being allyed together, if any time jealouſy cauſed 
a diſcord between them, yet an open Perſecution 
was unuſual. But when Chriſtianity firſt appear'd, 
"they all rurn'd their Hatred: and Violence againſt it, 
as a foreigner of a different extrattion. . How ma- 
ny living Martyrs were Exiles for the Faith, and 
depriv'd of all humane conſolation * yet they e- 
ſteem'd themſelves more bleſſed in their Miſeries 
than others in their Pleaſures. How many thouſands 
were put to Death for the honour of our Redeem- 
er? yet theleaſt thing is the number, in coplgri- 
ſon of the manner of their Sufferings. 1f theyHad 
ſaffer'd a mild Martyrdome,an eafie & ſudden Death, 
wherein the Combat and Vidtory had been finiſht at 
1 Blow, their Love and con- 
.rage had not been; fo admir- uUlpian wrote ſeven bog i, to deſcribe 
able : but they endur'd ror- the Variety of T: cad, the Chriſti» 
ments ſo various and terrible, ##- ſuffered. Timebit forſitan ca® 
that had they not been prac- 72 2/adium gravem, & crucem ex- 


I f celilam, & rabiem Beſtjarum, & 
tiſ'd upon them by their ene- (yomam ignium poenam; & omge 


' mies, 1t were incredible that Caruiticis ingenium in Tormentis, 
ever Malice ſhould be ſo inge- Tert. ad Martyr. 
nious to invent, or cruelty fo | 
harden'd to inflict them. TIF all the Fyurie of Hell 
had come forth to ſuggeſt new. Tortures, they could 
not have deviſed worſe. Neither was their mere ſaf- 
foring ſuch Torments ſo aſtoniſhing, as their rea- 
dineſs to encounter them, and their behaviour under 
them. They maintained their Faith in the preſence 
of the moſt formidable Prin- ; 
Ignatius ſaid to the Romans 4ifſ;va4- 


ces Some who might by fa- ;>000m) ; by 
D y ing bim from ſuſfering,Ignoſcite mihi 


vour, were afraid to eſcape filioli,quid mihi protit ego {cio, Hie- 


the common Perſecution, e-, rote De Script. Eccleſiaſt. 
M m m 2 ſteeming 
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ſteeming no Death precious but Martyrdom, They 
contended earneſtly to ſuffer, and envied others. the 
honourable Ignominy and happy Torments that were 
endurd for their beloved Redeemer? We have an 
inſtance of their Courage in Tbartizs, who thus 
ſpake to his Judges : Bind me to Racks and Wheels, 
condemn me, baniſh me, load me with Chains, burn 

me, tear me, omit no kind of Torment. If you 
baniſh me,- the ſmalleſt corner of the Earth ſhall be to 

me as the whole World, becauſe Iſhall find my God 

there : If you kill me, by the ſame a& you will give 

. megihe bappy Liberty I figh after, and deliver -me 

fro Priſon on Earth to reign in Heaven : It you 
condemn me to the fire, I have quencht other flames in 
reſiſting Concupiſcence: Ordain what Torment you 
pleaſe, it ſhall nor trouble me, ſince my Heart is 

fill'd with Love to ſuffer and deſire it, They were 


Inde of cated thankful to. thoſe who condemned them, and re- 
ibidem ſen gazded their Executioners . with the ſame eye, as 
zentiis ve- St. Peter did the Angel, that brake off his Fetters, 
ftris gratis to reſtore him to Freedom, They chearfully re- 
agimur-. ceivedthem, as thoſe who brought. the keys of Para- 
Tert-  diſe in the ſame hands wherewith they brought their 

Swords. They enter'd into the Fire with joy, and 

were not only patient but triumphant in their Suf- 
Hiceſt ba- ferings, as if they hadbeen glorifiedin their Souls, 


bits vitto= and impaſſible to the Sufferings of their Bodies. 1 
rite noſtre, | 


nd 111.2, DAVE ſeen, ſaith Exſebizzs, the Executioners tired 

a9 \.); with tormenting them, lie down panting and breath- 
J . . : 

cyrru trium- 108, and others not leſs fierce, but more freſh ſuc- 

hams] er. 


cul. Tot#m hominem animus circumfert, & quo velit transfert. Tertul. ad 
Matt, | 


ceed 


 1n the Contrivance of Man's Redemption. 
eced in their cruel Service; But I never ſaw the 
Martyrs weary of Sufferings, nor heard them defire 
a Trace, much leſs Deliverance from them. If the 
Judges were ſoftened with their Blood, and by the 
force of Nature were compell'd to be compaſſionate, 
ſo as to offer them a releaſe if they would bu: feign 
to deny. Chriſt ; They were fill'd with indignation, 
eſteeming it the worſt injury, that their Perſecutors 


expected, they would be guilty of but the ſhadow of © 


Infidelity to their dear Saviour, . They were ambi- 
tious of the. longeſt and moſt terrible Sufferings for 
His ſake, to be Martyrs in every member. They ſang 
the Praiſes of Chriſt (their Tongues being harmonious 
with the affections of their Hearts) in the Flames, 


they preach'd Him from the Crofles, they rejoiced ' 


in him as their only Good, in the midſt of devouring 


| Beaſts, Briefly, They preſerved an inviolable Faith | 
to Him, notwithſtanding the moſt furious Batteries - 


againſt them: The barbarous Enemy might tear 


their Hearts from their Breaſts, but never Chriſt from - 


their Hearts, to whom they were inſeparably united 
| by Love, ſtronger than the moſt cruel Death. 


Now: what leſs then the Divine Power could ſup- - 


port them under thoſe Torments, which 'cis almoſt 
incrediblea Body made of fl:th could endure? I wil 


not Diſpute whether it exceeds all Natural force to - 


ſuffer ſuch, from a vitious Aﬀection of Pride, or ob - 
ſtinacy : but the trequency of it excceds all Natural 


Poſſibility. *'Twas not impoſſible for one of the Ro- - 
2141s tohold his Right Hand unmoved over a burn- 


ing Torch, to extinguiſn in the King their Enemy, 
all hopes from drawing from him the Secrets of his 


Country by the force of Torments ; but it was not 
Poſlible that many thouſands ſuch ſhould have been in | 


Rome 
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454 The Harmony-of the Divine Attributes 
Rome, For then that ſingle Example had not been 
ſo wonderful inall Antiquity. But the Noble Army 
of Martyrs who overcame in the moſt bloody battels, 
was numerous beyond account; and compos'd of all 
ſorts of Perſons, of the aged and infirm, of tender 
'Youths, of delicate Women, of the Honourable 
2nd obſcure ; Yet in that difference of Ages, and 
' Sexes, and States, there appear'd ſuch an equality 
| are ag © of Vertue, that it was Viſible, the ſame Heavenly 
YODNſES COPS ofa es . | 
poris viri e- Spirit inſpir'd them all with Courage, andby affur- 
juſmod: La- ing them of Ecernal Life, made them deſpiſe preſent 
cerationes Death. Such Heroical and frequent Conſtancy muſt 
perferre ne- he aſcribed to the Brea#-plate of Faith, and Love, 
quennt, ex* OF Celeſtial temper, wherewith the Almighty had 
clamat& ge- , » | y 
nitus edunt, Arm d them. | : es 
quia deeſt i1- * IE it be ſaid that-fome have dicd for a falſe Religi- 
lis inſpirata on,ſo that the extraordinary aſſiſtance of Heaven was 
patienia. not neceſſary to encourage the Chriſtian Martyrs. 
Noſtri autem The Anſwer is clear. There is a vaſt difference be- 


ut de viris, | : 
raceam-pueri CEN the number of the Sufferers, and manner of 


emulier cus their Sufferings. | YE 7 an 
le tortores 1. Some few moved by Vanity and Melancholy, 
ſuos tacite ox compell'd, have ſuffered for a falſe Religion, that 
vincunt , & 45 authoriſed by the Cuſtom of their Country tor 
exprimere - many Ages, But innumerable Chriſtians animated 
11m #2 :-. by the example of their Crucificd King, freely facri- 
nis pore, ficed themſ*lves for the teſtimony of the Goſpel upon . 
Lactant. the firſt Revelation of it, betore any Pumzre reſpects 
Lib. Je G13+ GaVe colour to it. | 
2. In thoſe who ſuffer'd for a falſe Religion were 
viſible either Fear or Vain-glory, Stubbornneſs or 
Rage; But the Chriſtians in their greateſt Sufferings 
expreſt Magnanimity without Pride, Conſtancy 
without Ficrceneſs, Patience without Stupidity, and 
{uch an admirab'e Compaſſion to their Enemies, as 


perſuaded 


i2-the Contrivance of Man's Redemption. 


_ perſuaded ſome of their Tormentors to be compa- 


nions with them in Martyrdom. 
' 2, The ſuddainneſs and univerſality of the change 
effected by the Goſpel, is a ſignal Evidence of the 


Divine Power that attended it. The Apoſtle declares . 


the admirable progreſs of it #» all the world, durin 
his time. In a few years with incredible ſwiftneſs it 
paſt through 7#dea, Samaria, Syria,Greece,and all the 


parts ofthe known habitableWorld.Tacitrs acknow- 
ledges that in the eleventh year of Nero, great num- 
bers of Chriſtians were at Rome, at a great diſtance - 
from the place where the Goſpel was firſt preach'd, 
It appeats from the Writings of the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians, that in the Second Century after the Death of 
Chriſt, the Rowan Empire was fill'd with Chriſtian - 
Churches. The World was peopled with a new - 
Generation, Now what Secret Power produced . 
_ that ſuddain and univerſal Change How came it to - 
paſs that the Goſpel, contrary to the order of new.. 
Things, ſhould beſo readily receiv'd, and. in thoſe 
places where the moſt inſuperable obſtacles oppos'd + 


it 2 In Corizth the Seat of Luxury and Voluptuouſ- 


neſs; in Epheſus where 1dolatry had its Throne, in - 
Rome it ſelf where Honours, Riches, Pleaſures were 


ador'd. Moſes with all his great Miracles never 
conquer'd one Nation to the true God. The Phay:- 
ſees compaſt Sea and Land to make a Proſelyte : But 


the Goſpel in a little time converted many Nations - 
from their Opinions and Manners wherein they had : 
been inſtructed and educated, to thoſe that were not 
only different but contrary, The wonder in Eſay - 
was exceeded, That « Nation was born in a day. For - 
the World was renewed as it were in a moment. . 


Such a quickening univerſal Efficacy was join'd with 


the - 
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456 "The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 
the Preaching of the Goſpe), that the Power of God 
was never more viſibly manifeſted in any work. 
Therefore the ApoFHe mentions it as. one part of the 
1 Tim-3-16+ great Myſtery ot Godlineſs, that Chrift was believed 
on in the World, There is nothing but Supernatural, 

' asin the birth, ſo.in the progreſs of Chriſtianity. 
Er20vinci> 3. Thelaſting Change made by the Goſpel is the 
ms cum oc- Effect of Infinite Power. Philoſophy though main- 
cidimur> tain'd by the ſucceſſive, force of the greateſt Wits, 
plures effict- vet declin'd and came to nothing. But Chriſtianity 
 mur, (#9 attended only by its own Authority,eſtabliſht its Do- 
mMEtFIimur a 4 G ONE 

bis : Semen MAINION, and rais'd an Eternal Empire of Truth and 
eft Sangnus Holineſs in the World. The Reaſon of Man cannor 
Chrijtiaws- inſpire into its Productions a Principle of Lijc,only 
. ram,Tertul- that Power. which conveys to Man an immortal 
Apol Soul, can derive to its Inſtitutions a Spirit to Ani- 
Dioclefizn, Mate and preſerve them, And this Victorious Per- 
Tovian. & manent Efficacy of the Goſpel is more admirable, in 
Maximini- regard it prevail'd without the afliſtance, and againſt 
anus,Hercu- the oppolition of all, The more it was oppreſt the 
a Bone 3 Morelt proſper'd. It gain'd credit and Diſciples by 
andlifcats* Contradiction and Perſecution; 1t was multiplied by 
' per Oricn- the Deaths otits followers. The Cloud f Witneſſes 
tem, & Oc- diſſolving in a (ſhower of Blood, made the Church 
cidentem Pruitful. Although ſome Perſecutors have boaſt- 
Inperio RO- &4 of their utter aboliſhing the Chriſtian Name in all 
tn oa parts of the Empire; yet thoſe inſcriptions are the 
Chrittianor, Proud Monuments of their Vanity,not Vidtory, Ty- 
74 Remp. rants are periſht, but Truth.cemains for ever, By 
evrtebant, which 'tis evident, that as the Goſpel had a higher 
extincio. Principle than what is from below, ſo it was afliſted 
- with more than Humane Power. To ſum up in ſhort 
what hath bcen amplified ; how Glorioufly was the 


Arm of the Lord revealcd in railing the World that 


for 


iy the Contrivance of” May's Redemption, 


for four thouſand years lay in Wickedneſſe 2 What 


leſs than a Divine Power could ſoften ſuch an obſti- 
nate hardnefle as long cuſtome in Sin brings 4 What 
could pluck up errours that had taken ſuch deep root 
in the Spirits of Men, and were Naturaliz'd to them, 


and plant a Diſcipline ſo auſtere and thorny to ſenſer 


Who but the Almighty could caſt out the Devil 
from his Empire, and withdraw his Subjects that 
were captivated by the terrour of Laws, and by the 
delights of the fleſh? What inviſible Power made innu- 


merable of the tender ſex who were not by temper 


couragious, nor by obſtinacy inflexible, nay, who 
were ſo tearful that they could not ſee a drawn ſword 
without affrightment, yet ſo reſolute, -as to deſpiſe 
all the inſtruments of Cruelty 2 Whatis more aſto- 
nithing than to ſee a flock of ſheep encounter and 
overcome an Army of Lyons? This was the Lords 


doing,and ought to be marvelous in our Eyes. Brief- 


ly, the making a Crucified Perſon to Reign in the 
midſt of his Enemies, and to give Laws to the whole 
Earth, is a. Victory worthy the Lord of Hoſts. 
The Converſion of the World to Chriſtianity was 
the effect of infinite Mercy,and equal Power. 

Laſtly, The Divine Power ſhall be Gloriouſly 
manifeſted in the compleat Salvation of the Church 
at the end of the World, Jeſus Chriſt as Media- 
rour 1s inyeſted with Sovereign Power im Heaven 


and Earth : and in that quality he thall exerciſe it, x Cor. 15. 
till our Salvation 1s finiſht. For he muſt reign ti 25: 
he hath put all Enemies under his feet. But we ſee 2 Hcb. 


not. yet all things put under him, Although thoſe 
Perſons and things that never degenerated from 
their Original, are intirely ſubject to him; the 
Angels obey his Will, Univerſal Nature is Go- 
Non vern'd 
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_ The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
vern'dby his Providence ; The Heavens, the Earth, 
the Waters, and all things produc't from them, nc- 
yer reſiſt the Direction of his hand ; yet there are 
others that fell from their Integrity, and ſome things 
conſequent to Mans Rebellion, which either oppoſe 
the ' Power of Chriſt, or are not yet actually ſub- 
dued : and they are the Enemies of our Salvation, 
Satan, Sin, and Death. Now the perie&t Freedom 
of the Church from all theſe, will be the laſt Glori- 
ous Act of Chriſts Regal Office. And *tis obſerve- 
able, the. Day of Judgment is call'd the Day of Re- 
demption, with reſpect to the final accompliſhment 
of our Felicity, that was purchaſ'd by the infinite 
Price of his Sufterings. The day of Chrifts Death 
was the Day of Redemption, as to our Right and 
Title; for then our Ranſom was fully paid, and 
'tis by the Immortal efticacy of his Blood that we par- 
take of the Glorious Liberty of the Sons of God : 
but the Actual enjoyment of it ſhall be at the laſt day.. 
Therefore the perfection of all our Spiritual Privi- 
ledges is refer'd to that time, when "Death our Laſt. 
Enemy ſhall be overcome. The Apoſtle ſaith, azd 
not only th:y but our ſelves alſo, which have the 
firſt Fruits of the Spirit, even we our ſelves, 
groan within our ſelves, waiting for the Adoption , 
to wit, the Redemption of our Bodies, During the 
preſent Life; we are taken into Gods Family, in the 
quality of his Children, but the moſt Solemn Ac& 
otour Adoption ſhall be at the laſt Day. In this 
there is a ſimilitude between Chriſt and his Members: 
for although he was the Son of God by his marve- 
lous Conception, and own'd by him while he per- 
form'd his Miniſtry upon the Earth, yet all the Te- 
ſtimonies of Gods Fayour.to him, were not enger- 


in the Contrivance of Mans Redemption. 
able to the Declaration of it, in raiſing him from the 
Grave: Then in the face of Heaven and Earth, He 
ſaid, Thou art my Son, this Day have I begotten 
thee. So in this Life God acknowledges and treats 
us as his Children, he cloaths us with the Righte- 
ouſneſs of his Son, feeds us with his Word, detends 
us from our Spiritual Enemies ; but the moſt Pub- 
lick Declaration of his favour ſhall be in the next 
Life, when all the Ch:/4rex of th: Reſurrection (hall 
be born in a Day, Add further; although the Souls 
of Belicvers immediately upon their Separation are 
receiv'd into Heaven, and during the ſleep of Death 
enjoy admirable Viſions of Glory, yet their Bleſ- 
ſedneſs is imperte&, in compariſon of that excel- 
lent degree which ſhall be enjoyed at the ReſurreQi- 
on, As the Rowan Generals after a compleat Con- 
queſt, firſt enter'd the City privately , and after 
having obtain'd Licenſe ' of the Senate, made their 
Triumphant entry with all the pence & ſplen- 
dour becoming the Greatneſs of their Victories : So 
after a Faithitul Chriſtian hath fought rhe good fight, 
and is come off, more than a Conquerour, he enters 
privately into the Celeſtial City , but when the bo- 
dy is rais'd to Immortality, he ſhall then in the com- 
pany and with the acclamations of the Holy Angels, 
have a Glorious entry into it, I will briefly conſi- 
der why the Bodies of the Saints ſhall be-rais'd, and 
how the Divine Power will be manifeſted in that laſt 
Act. 

1. The General reaſon is from Gods Juſtice, As 
the Occonomy of Divine Providence requires, there 
muſt be a Future State, when God ſhall ſit upon a ju- 
dicial Throne to weighthe Actions of all Men, and 
render to every one according to their quality; ſo *tis 
Nnn 2 as 


Animi im- 
perio Corpo- 
ris ſervitio 
magis ntt- 
mure Sal. 


2 Cor.5.10« 


1 Cor. 15+ 
21. 
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as neceſſary that the Perſon be Judged, and not one 
Part alone, The Law Commands the entire Man 
compos'd of his Eſſential Parts the Soul and Body : 
And 'tis obeyed or violated by both of them. Al- 
though the Guilt or Moral Goodneſs of Actions is 
chiefly Attributed to the. Soul, becauſe 'tis the 
Principle of them, yet the Actions are imputed to 
the whole Man. The Soul is the Guide, the Body 
the Inſtrument : 'tis reaſonable therefore that both 
ſhould receive their recompence. We ſee the Ex- 
ample of this in Humane Juſtice, which is a copy of 
the Divine. The whole Man is puniſht or rewarded, 
The Soul is puniſht with Diſgrace and Infamy, the 
Body with Pains : the Soul is rewarded with Eſteem 
and Honour, the Body with External marks of Dig- 
nity, - Thus the Divine Juſtice will render to every 


one according to thinss done in the Body, whether 


Good or FEwvill. 


2. The ſpecial reaſon of the Saints Reſurrection 
is their Union with Chriſt : tor he is not only our 
Redeemer and Prince, but our ſecond Adam, the 
ſame in Grace as the firſt was in Nature. Now 
as from the firſt the Soul was deſtroyed by Sin, and 
the Body by Death, ſo the ſecond reſtores them both 
to their Primitive ſtate , the one by Grace, theother 
by a Glorious Reſurreftion. Accordingly the A- 
poſtle ſaith, that by Man came Death, and by Mau 
came the Reſurreition from the Dead, Chriſt re- 
moved the Moral and Natural impoſſibility of our 
Glorious ReſurreQtion : the Mora), by the infinite 
merit of his Death, whereby Divine Juſtice is ſatiſ- 
fied, that otherwiſe would not permit the Guilty to 
be reſtor'd to Eternal Life : and the Natural, by 
his riſing from the Grave to a Glorious Imortality. 


For 
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For his Infinite Power can do the ſame in all Belie- - 

vers. 'Tis obſeryable,the Apoſtle infers the Reſurrec- 

tion of Believers from that of Chriſt, not only as the 

Cauſe, but the Original Example, For the Members 

muſt be conform'd to the Head, the Children to their . 
Father, the younger to the elder Brother, There- |; Cox. ” 
fore he is call d, the firſt-fruits of them that ſleep : 

and the firſt begotten of the Dead, In Chriſt's Reſur- Nv- 1 
reQion ours is ſo fully aſſur'd, that the event is in- 
fallible, Now no leſs than Infinite Power is requi- 
lite to raiſe the Bodies ofthe Saints from the duſt,and 
to transform them into the ſimilitude of Chriſts. 

1. To raiſe them. Nothing is more aſtoniſhing | 
to Nature than that the Bodies which after ſo many rs bk hg 
Apes in the perpetual circulation of the Elements ,,,, mary 
have paſt into a thouſand different Forms, one part pus Jelatts, 
of them being reſolved into Water, another 'evapo- ne Deum qui 
rited into Air, another turn'd into Duſt, ſhould em poſſeom- 
be reſtor'd fo their firſt State. What Wiſdom is pry 425" gs 
requiſite to ſeparate the Parts ſo mixt and confound- an ee, 
ed ? what Power torecompoſe them'? what Vertue ſc;ſere, nec 
to reinſpire them with new Life ? It may ſeem more mortales eter 
difficult than to revivea Dead Budy whoſe Organs #itate dona- 
and matter 1s not chang'd, of which we have Ex- 7% 7c revo- 
amples in the Scripture, When the Spirit of the _ acfunc: 
Lord plac't Ezekzel in the midſt of a Valley cover'd Pli-lib.2-c-7. 
with bones, and cauſed him to conſider attentively 
their Number which was very great, and their e&x- 
tream dryneſs, he askt him, whether theſe bones could 
live ? upon 'which as one divided and ballanc't be- 
tween the ſecming Impoſlibility of the thing in it 
ſelf, and the con{iideration of the Divine Power to 
- which nothing is impoſſible, he anſwered, Loyd thou 
knoweſt, Upon this God commanded him, #0 Propheſie 

upon 


Exck. 37:4, 
52 6. 
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upon thoſe bones, and ſpeak to them, as it they had 

been endued with Senle and Underſtanding. O ye dry 

Pores, hear the Word of the Lord : Thus ſaith the Lord 

God mnto theſe Bones, Behold I will cauſe breath to en- 

ter into you, and ye ſhall live. And I will lay finews up- 

0n you, and will bring in fleſh upon you, and cover you 

with skin, and put Breath in you, and ye ſhall live, and 

ye ſhall know that I am the Lord, And immediately 

there was a general commotion among them, they 

joyn'd together, the finews and fleſh came upon 

them, and the skin cover'd them. And upon a ſe- 

cond Propheſy they were all inſpir'd with the Breath 

of Life, and ſtood up an exceeding great Army. 

Now whether this was really repreſented to his out- 

ward ſenſes,or only by the efficacy of the Spirit to his 
imagination, no doubt ſo ſtrange a Spectacle vehe- 

Yo ric mently affected him; as with Joy in hope of the mi- 
Des eredis j Faculous Reſtoration of 1ſrael,which that Viſion fore- 
quid oculis told, ſo with admiration of the Divine Power. But 
noſtris bebe- when the Trumpet of the Arch-Angel ſhall ſound the 
zibus ſubtra- (]niverſal Jebilee, and call forth the Dead from all 
Zh nh "" their Recepracles, when the Elements as Faithful 
reſeit in put- Depoſitaries ſhall effe&ively reſtore what was com- 


verem.ſive in mitted to them, How Admirable will the Power of 
bumorem ſol- God appear ? | 

vitur, velin 2, No lefs than Infinite Power is able to change 
crnerem com® the raiſed Bodies into the likeneſle of Chriſts. The 
7 __— Apoſtle ſpeaks with an exaggeration of it : For our 
tennuatur.ſub Converſation is in Heaven, from whence alſo we look 
ducitur no- for the Saviour the Lord Feſus, Chriſt, who ſhall change 
bis, ſed Deo our Vile Bodies, that it may be faſhioned like unto his 
elementorum (Glorious Body, according to the working whereby he is 


cuſtodia Te ,bIoto ſubdue all things to himſelf. This reſemblance 


ſervatur. Ar- 


no\lib.rr, wil be only in the Perſon of Believers, All Men ſhall 
EIS, 
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riſe to be judged, but not ail to be transform'd, 
There is a Reſureeftion to_ Death as well as to Life. 
Unhappy Reſurre&ion ! Which only ſerves to make 
the Body the Food of Eternal Death. But the 
Saints who endeavoured to be like to Chriſt in pu- 
rity, ſhall then have a perfe& conformity to him in. 
. Glory and Immortality. How Glorious the Body 
of Chriſt is, we may conjecture in part by what the 
Apoſtle relates to Agrippa: At mid-day, O King, I Adt.26-13s, 
ſaw in the way a light from Heaven above the bright- 
neſs of the Sun ſhining round about me; Which was 
no other but the Light of the Face of Chriſt that * 
ſtruck him with Blindneſſe. One Ray of this re- 
fletting upon the firſt Martyr Saint Szephez in his 
Sufferings, gave an Angelical Glory to his coun- 
tenance. a7 Saint Fohs: tells. us, when h2 appears 1 Joh 32+ 
we ſhall be like him, He alludes to the riſing of the 
Sun, but with this difference : when the Sun ap- 
pears in the Morning, the Stars are made inviſible , 
but the Bodies of the Saints hall be cloathed with 
2 Sun-like luſtre, and: ſhine in the midſt of Chriſts 
Glory, Omnipotency alone that Subdues all things, - 
can raiſe and refine them fromi their Droſs unto ſuch 
an admirable Brightneſs, The Angels will be ſur- - 
pris'd with wonder to ſee Millions of Stars ſpring 
out of the Duſt. The Lord Feſus Chrift will be , Thcc;..o., 
admir'd iz all. them that Believe, ; 


2. Their Bodies ſhall be. raiſed to a Glorious 
Immortality, . In this the General Reſurre@ion is 
Different from that which was Particular, as of 
Lazarus : by the one Death was overcome and put 
to flight, only for ſome time: for his ſecond life | 
was no. more exempt from Death, - than: his firſt : 

| Ce a : But -- 
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But by the other, Death ſhall be ſwallowed in Vic- 
tory , and loſe its force for ever, + Then ſhall our 
true Foſhua be magnified in the ſight of the whole 
World, and the Glorious number of Saints ſhall 
caſt their Crowns at his Feet, and ſing the Trium- 
phant Song, Thou haſt Redeem'd us to God by thy 
Blvod, and reſcued us by thy Power from all our E- 


nemies, and art worthy of Honour and Glory and 
Bling for wer. 
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The extraordinary working of the Divine Power « x 

convincing proof” of the V, ag of the Chriſtian Re:- 
gion, The internal Excellencies of it are clear 
marks of its Divinity, to the purified Mind, The 
exterdal Op-rations of God's power were requiſite to 
convince men in their corrupt ſtate, that the Doitrine 
th: Goſpel came from God. - The miraculous owning 
of Chriſt by the whole Divinity from Heaven, The 


= 


Goſpel, ad the demon{trativn- of all the reft. 
How ET the Teſtimony ke __ is A 
cerning it, That twas impoſſuble they ſhould deceive, 
| or be deceived, The quality of the Witneſſes con- 
ſidered, There cannot bethe leaſt reaſonable ſuſpicion 
of' them. | 'T& utterly incredible that any humine 
temporal reſpects mov'd them to feign the Reſurrecti- 
on of Chriſt, The nature of the Teſtimony conſt- 
dered. It was of a- matter of fait, and verified to 
all. their Senſes., The Unitormity of it' ſecures us 


there was: nv-corruption in the Witneſſes, and that it 


was no illuſion, They ſeal'd the truth of it with their 
Blood. The Mixacles the Apoſtles did in the Name 
of Chriſt,a ſtrong. demonſtration that he was rais'd to 
8 glorious life, That: Power was continued in the 

Church: for «time. The Conclulidn,how reaſonable 

_ tt t6 to gpoe' aw entire Aﬀlent- to the truth of Chriſti. 
- anity.* 'Tis deſperate: Inpdelity not to believe tt ; 

ax the higheſt Madneſs topretend to beljeveit, and 


i flue in diſobediencd tot, 


Ooo 1, From 


1. oh of Chriſt he. moſt important Article of 
of the 
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1. T'Rom what hath been diſcours'd concerning 


the extraordiniry - working, of the Divine 
Power, we have a moſt convincing proof of the Ve- 
rity of the Chriſtian Religion. For ſince God hath 


by ſo many miraculous Effects, the infallible indi- 


cations of His Favour to the Perſon of Jefas Chriſt, 


juſtified his Do&rine, no reaſonable doubt can re- 


73d; Mr: 
Baxter's 
excellent 
account of 
The Reaſo- 
aableneſs of 
Chriſtianity. 


main concerning it,” Indeed the internal excellen- 
cies of it which are viſible to the purged Eye of the 


Soul, are clear marks of its Divinity, The Myſte- 


ry of 'our Redemption is made up of various parts, 
in the Union of which ſuch an evident Wiſdom ap- 


| Þ- 
pears, - that the rational Mind, unleſs enflaved by 
prejudice, muſt be raviſht into a compliance, Even 


that which moſt offends Senſe, the Meanneſs of our 
Saviours condition in the world, and the miſeries to. 
which He: was expos'd; do ſo perfeQly correſpond 
with his great deſign to make Men holy and heaven- 


ly, that it appears to be the effet of moſt wiſe 


Counſel. And ſuch a Beauty of Holineſs ſhines in 


the Moral part, as clearly proves God to be its Au- 


thour. It denounces war againſt all Vices, 'and 


commands every Vertue, All that is excellent in 


humane Inſtitutions 'it delivers with infinite more 
authority and efficacy : And what natural reaſon did 


not reach to, it fully deſcribes in order to the Glor 
of God and the Happineſs of Man. Now as God, 
the Authour of Nature, hath by Taſts, and Smells, 


and otherſenſible qualities,diſtinguiſh'd things whol- 


ſom from noxious, even to the loweſt living Crea- 
tures : So He hath much more diſtinguiſh'd objects: 
that are ſaving from deadly, that is,the true Religion 


tromthe falſe, by undoubted evidences to any who 
will 
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will exerciſe their Spiritual Senſes, and ſincerely de- 
fire to know and obey-it. And thae all the wiſe and 
holy embraced it in the face of the greateſt diſcou- : 
. ragements, .1S an _unanſyerable Argument that 'tis 
pleaſing 'to God. For how is 1t poſſible that the 
Good God ſhould ſuffer thoſe to fall into mortal Er- 
rour, - who from an ardent AﬀeCtion to Himdeſpis'd 
whatever-is amiable or terrible in the world « How is: 
it poſhible He ſhould deny the Knowledg of Himſelf 
to -_ to whom He pgaye ſuch a pure Love to Him-- 
{elt ? Eretts : | 

But the humane Nature in its corrupted ſtate is 
contrary, both to the Doctrine of the Goſpel, that 
propounds Supernatural Verities hard to believe, and 
ro the commands of it, that,enyjoin things hard. to do : 
For this reaſon 'twas neceſſary that God by ſome ex- 
ternal Operations, the undeniable effets of His 
6 24 ſhould diſcover tothe World his approbation. 
') if PIE 


Now that Chriſtgis the Son of God, and Redeemer 

of the World; was miraculouſly declared from Hea-- 

ven by the whole Divinity, There are Thregy#bat i John 1:5. 

bear Record in Heaven, the Father, and the Word, : 

and . the Holy Ghoſt, and. theſe three are One, The 

Father teſtified by a Voice as loud as Thunder at his 

Baptiſm, and Trangnrerion, Thou art my beloved \q;4.,.15, | 

Son, i124 whom I am well pleaſed, The Son by his glo- | 

_ rious appariton to Paul, when He. ſtruck him to the 

earth with theſe words, Why #rſecateſt thou me? A 

The Light was ſo radiant; the Voice ſo ſtrong, the 

1 it made ſo deep and ſenſible, that he knew 

it came from God. And He manifeſted Himſelf to : 

St, Fohn with that brightneſs, That he fell at his feet 

as dead, till in Compaſſion He: reviy'd him, and ſaid, = 
7 Ooo 2 | T-.: | 


C.944> | | 
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Iaw He that liveth and was dread, and behold I am- 
alive for evermore? And the Holy Spirit by his mi- 
raculous ' deſcent inthe ſhape of a Doye upon Him, 
and in fiery Tongues upon the Apoſtles, gave a viſible _ 
teſtimony that" Feſu«Gpriſt was ſent from God to ſave 
the World... I will particularlyonftder one Effect 


_ of the Divine Power, * the ReſurreQtion of Chrift, 


Rome Is + 


and the demonſtration of all the reft, For *tis nor. 
conceivable'that God would by his (Almighty Power 
have rais'd Him from-the Grave to a glorious Life, 
(and it is impoſſible He thould be otherwiſe) if He 
had taken the Name ofthe Son of God4in vain,” and 
arrogated'to himſelf Divine'Honour, and only pre- 
tended that he was ſent from Him. - By the Reſur- 
reition He was declar'd to be the Sow off God with 


this being the moſt imporcanit Article of theGoſpe, 


| Power. For that being the proof of his- Miſſion, 


juſtifies the truth of his -Do@rine, and particularly 
of the quality of God's Son, which He alwaies attri- 
buted to Himſelf, © Now if Infidelity obje&, that 
we who live in the preſerit Age have no ſenſible 
reſtinggny that Chriſt is riſen, *and what aſſurance 


' is there, that the Apes who reported it were not 


Deceivers or deceived? 'In 'Anſwer to this, ' 1 will - 
briefly ſhew how valuable the Teſtimony of the Apo- | 
{les 1s, and worthy of all -acceptation; and that 
'twas equally impoſlible chey ſhould be deceived, or 
intend to deceive. | His Death is atteſted by his 
Enemies. TacitusY Pagan relates that He Suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, And the Fews to this day 


are ſo unhappy as to boaſt of their beingthe cauſes 


of his Crucifixion, and call him by -a name that is 
the mark of his Puniſhinent. But his ReſurreQion | 
they peremprorily deny, Now the Apoſtles being _ 

ſent 
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ſent to convert the. Wotld, were to lay-this down 


as the foundation of their Preathing,, that Jeſus 
Chtift was raig'd from the dead, that. > might, yield 
Faith. and Obedience to Him.. This was the: ſpe- 
cial charge, as St. Perer declares, Wherefore of theſe 
me?n which have companie ed with us, all the time cagh ire 
Lord Feſus went in and out among us, beginning 
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the Baptiſm of . John, whto the ſame day that He Oy, 
taken « up from ns, mul. be ope devel to be a witneſs | 


of* his Reſurretion. They were to teſfific conce; 


His Dottine and Life, His Miracles and Sufferiny "i 
but principally, His ReſurreQion. bt or Vs Fig Og, 


St. Paul, ar 6 was Kr ar nip ay i 
their Order, had a, mitaculous S; anne Te 


Heaven ( Lift of P's He was feen of ns to teſtifici it. ww 


the World. "Now -for our full conviction, *tis ne-. 


cefſary to conſider the quality of the Witneſſes, and. 


the RAT of their Teſtimony, . 


I Cor. 15. $: . 


7... The Witnefſes were ſuch of who there can- | 


not be the leaft reafonable Suſpicion: © In Croit! 
Cauſes of the greateſt moment. the Teſtimony of the 

 Hogourable and the Rich ate accounted valuable, be- 
 caufe. they ate not cafily cottupted: Oh of -a low 
degree may from baſeneſs. of Soi i put. i ough Co- 
watdize 2k Fear be tempted to deny Rb : One 
ina poor condition may beſo dazled with the luftre 
of Gold, when he atiery the price of. Perjury, as 
to be induced co aſſert a fallliovd. But who is more 
incorruptible, the Noble that from a feriſe of Honour 
abhora Lie,- or thoſe who by their Divine Birth and 
Qualities did fo deteſt it, that they would not tell a 
Lie for the Glory of God ? ; Who is. more worthy of 


Te teftimoni- 
ts | gies, 

fides, mores,-. 
gravitas ex<- 
aminanas : 


ft, . 


Rom-3-$. * 


Credit, the Rich whioſe Riches ſometithes excites - 


their deſires after more, or thoſe who by a generous 
diſdain . 
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diſdain deſpiſed all things. Beſides, Perſons of 
known Integrity whom the different images of .hopes 


and fears cannot probably encline. to evil, are ad- 
| mitted to decide the weightieſt Cauſes': Now the 


Apoſtles were ſo innocent, ſober, . honeſt and un- 
blameable in the whole tenour of their Converſati- 
ons, that their moſt malignant Adverſaries could 
never faſten an. accuſation. upon them, Indeed if 
their carnal Intereſts had been concern'd, theremight. 


| have been ſome colourable Objections againſt their 


Teſtimony :. Biff if we duely conſider things, it will 
appear utterly incredible that any deceit could be.in 
it, Feras all the actions of reaſonaBle Men proceed 
from.Reaſon-ſolid or apparent, ſo particularly Im- 
poſture and Fiftion are never without ſome Motive 


-and Deſign: ' For being contrary to Nature, there 


-muſt Intervenea forreign Conſideration for their con- 
ttivance. Now the univerſal Motives to inyent Fa-. 
bles are Honour, Riches, or Pleaſure, . But none of 


theſe could poſſibly movethe Apoſtles to feign; the 


Reſurre&tion of Chriſt, Not to infiſt on the Mean- 
neſs of their ExtraQtion and Education, who had 
only ſeen Boats and Nets, and convers'd with Lakes 


and Fiſhes, whereas Ambirion uſually Tprings up in 
' ' Perſons of high birth and breeding ; 'tis jory la that 


no reſpe& to humane Praiſe excited them, ſince they 
attributed the Dodtine of the Goſpel,that ſhould give 
them reputation in the World, to the Holy Spirit, 
and aſcribed. the Glory of their miraculous Actions 


-A4-3-12,13 entirely ro the Divine Power. When the People of 


| ..0E 4.10, 


Lyſtra would have given Divine Honour to St. Paul, 
he diſclaim't it with abhorrency: And preſently after, 
thoſe who would have ador'd him as a God, ſtoned 
him as a MaletaQor ; he choſe rather to be their 

DD oh ae ts. Sacrifice 
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Sacrifice than their Idol, Beſides, how could they 


_ © Expect to be great orrich by declaring that One who 


came to ſuch a Tragical End in the face of the world, 
- wasrais'd to Life, when the. hands of the Fews were 
ſtill bloody with the Wounds of- their Maſter, and 
their hearts ſo enraged againſt all that honoured his 
Name, as to excommunicate them for execrable 
Perſons. It had been as extravagant to have de- 
ſigned the acquiring of Reputation or Riches by their 
Preaching, as for one to. throw himſelf into a flaming 
Furnace to be cool'd. and refreſh'd : Andt at Plea- 
ſure could not be'their Aim is manifeſt: ox they 
met with nothing but Poverty and-Perſecution, - with 
Deriſion - and Diſgrace, with Hardſhips and. all the 
effects of Fury, which they willingly endured rather 
than ceaſe from Preaching, or deny what. they had 
Preach'd. Their heard of Reſolution to forſake 
their Native Countey, . and travel to all the known 
parts of the Earth, to convey the Do@rine of Feſws 
Chriſt, is a ſtrong Demonſtration that they believed 
It.to be true, and of infinite moment, moſt wprthy 
of all thedangers to which they voluntarily expoſed 
themſelves, Never did. Ambition or Avarice, the 
moſt a&#ive Paſſions, cauſe men to be more diligent, 
than they were to communicate the pai: ot-our 
Saviour to all Nations. Now what greater aſſurance 


. can we poſlibly receive that. ghey were ſincere in. - 


their Report. 


Secondly, The nature of the Teſtimony makes it. - 


very credible, 


I. It was of a matter of Fat, If it had been ſome- 


high Spetulation of univerſal Things abſtracted from 
Matter, and above tlie cognizance of the Senſes, 


there might be ſome pretence to object, That the 
is Diſciples: 
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Diſciples, unexercifed in Scjenres, were deceived by 


the Subtlety off ther Maſter : But 'tis a fin 
Thing of which the Senſes are the moſt faithful 
formers, and competent Judges. 


"i 


2. It was anocular Teſtimony, which avir makes 


the ſtrongeſt impreſſion upon the S 
the belief of others. 


pectator, fo upon 
Thus St. Fohn, That which 


we have ſeen with our eyes, which we have looked on 


And that they were not de- 
ecived we have Fw certainty ; For 7eſws had con- 


Aeclare 'we unto you, 


vers'd a lone time with them: before his-Death, and 
their Refpe& and'Love to'Him, 'and after their Com- 


paſſion had deeply engraved the' linexments of his 
Viſage ini their mertbrics; and He preſented him- 
ſelf riot many years, but rhyze dairs after his ab- 
ſence, fo that it was im poſſible they ſhould have for- 
got his Countenance. 


a flaſh of Lightnin 
converſt —_ them 


tis obſervable; the Apoſt 


Fil 


He ape: 


ear'd to them not 
oxce"-or Pwice; but eyrt hogs andnot ſuddenly as 


'ptefently vamiſhieth, but 


rarly for forty daies. 
les fer were not eaſtly- 


And 


wwoupght on to' believe this Truth. When the Teſt. 
ftir'd'\themchat He was riſen, 


rony of the Ac 
yet they were 
And! at his'f 


fP Rppearatice 


pended between Hopes and Fears, 
they 1 Re vehemently 


furpriz'd ; hey faw Him die on the. Croſs three 
daies before, and their Memories were fill fill'd 
with the frightful images of his Sufferings, ſo that 
they were. ballznc'd berween the preſent. teſtimony 
of Senſe, and the freſh remembrance of what they 


had ſeen. 


Therefore He 
Reſurredion to all their Senſes. 


Juftified the truth of his: 
Hediſcours'd with 


ther, made them-feel his Wounds, car and drank 
with them, ſo'that "cwas impoſſible they thould be 


deceived, 
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deceived, unleſs willingly. Thus by the wiſe diſ- 


penſation of God, ther doubting hath confirmed 
our Faith. | 


Thirdly, The Uniformity of the teſtimony makes 
it valuable upon a doble account. Firff, As it ſe- 
cures us, there was no corruption in the Witneſles 
Secondly, That it was no 1llufton, | 

I. That there was no Corruption in the Wit- 
neſſes. The moſt prudent way to oye ne falſity of 
a teſtimony,is fo interrogate the Witneſſes ſeverally, 
toſee if there be any contradiction between them, 
But if they concur not only as to the Subſtance, but 
Circumſtances, their Depoſition is very credible; 
Now the Apoſtles exactly agreed in their teſtimony, 
as appears by the ſeveral Goſpels, in which, al- 
though wrote in divers times and places, yet there is 
an admirable Harmony not only as to the Fact it ſelf, 
but the leaſt particularities. 

2. The Agreement of ſo many proves it was no 
Illufion, 1t He had only appear'd to ſome perſons 
ſeparately, carnal Reaſon, which is ingenious to de- 
ceive itſelf, might objec that it was only the effe& 
of adiſtemper'd fancy, and no real object of Sence, 
But after He had ſhewn Himſelf to ſome of 
the Diſciples apart, and that holy Company was 
met together, uniting the ſeveral ſparks, to 
encourage their hopes of his ReſurreQtion, He came 
to them altbgether z and for many daies converſed 
with them. Now who can believe that ſo many 
ſhould be obſtructed with Melancholy for ſolong time, 
ſo as conſtantly to remain under the power of a De- 
lufion « Beſides, He afterwards appear'd to frve 
a number of 

difterent 


hundred at once : Now how could ſu 
Ppp 
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different Ages, Sexes, Temperaments be at the ſame 
time ſtruck with the ſame Imagination * 

Add further, It a ſtrong Imagination had deceiv'd 
them by Melancholy, there would have been ſome 
| diſcoveries of that Humour in their Actions, For 
*ris impoſſible that the Mind ſo indiſpoſed, ſhould 
for a long time. a& regularly, But in the 
whole courle of their Lives not the leaſt extravagan- 
cy appears. Their Zeal was temper'd with Pru- 
dence, their, Innocence was without Folly, their 
Converſation was becoming their great Office. And 
of this we have unqueſtionable Evidence : For other- 
wiſe ſo many Perſons of excellent Wiſdom had never 
been perſwaded by them to embrace Chriſtianity; 
neither had their Enemies fo furioufly perſecuted 
them : For 'cis beyond belief that they had fo far ex- 
tinguiſh'd the Sentiments of Humanity, as to treat 
the Apoſtles as the moſt guilty Criminals, whom they 
knew to be diſtracted, and therefore worthy of Com- 
paſſion rather than Hatred. 

But it it be objected, that it might: be a Phantaſm, 
or ſolid Body form'd according to the Likeneſs of 
Chriſt, that abus'd.the Apoſtles, and after ſome time 
withdrew itſelf, The vanity of the Objection is ve- 

ry apparent : For ſuch an effe& could not be without 
the operation of a Spiritual Cauſe. . Now the good 
Angels cannot be guilty of falſhood, of which chey 
had been in that repreſentation: tor He that appear'd; 
declar'd himſelf to be Feſws that ſultr'd:: neither: 
would the evil uſe ſuch an Artifice : The old Serpent 
was too wiſe to promote the belief of Chriſt's Re- 
ſurre&ion, which 1s the Foundation of Chriſtianity, 
An Inſtitution moſt haly, that would deſtroy his 
Altars, diſcredit his Oracles, bring Glory to God, 


and 


RE 
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and Happineſs to Man, to both which heis eternally 
oppoſite, By all which it appears there was no de- 
ceit in the ſubject nor objeR, 


4. They ſeal'd it with their Blood, This laſt 


proof confirms all the other. IF a peiſon of clear 
tame aſſert a thing, which he is ready to maintain 
with the loſs of his Life, there is no reaſon to doubt 
of the truth of his Depoſition. *Tis no wonder 
that Phil:tratus, a bold Grecian, to ſhew his Art, 
painted Apollonins Tyanzus as a Demi-god, exempted 
from death, and cioathed with immortality, But: 
if he had been drawn from his Study, where he dreſt 
that Idol of Iniquity, to appear before the Magi- 
ſtrates, to give an account of the truth of his Rela- 
tion, he certainly would have renounc'd his preten- 
ded Hero, rather than have given his Life for a Lie. 
Now the Apoſtles endur'd the moſt cruel Deaths to 
confirm the Truth of their Teſtimony, And what 
could poſſibly induce them to it, if they had not been 
certain-of his Reſurrection 2 Could love to their 
dead Maſter animate them to ſuffer for the honour of 
his Name? This 1s inconceiveable : For He, pro- 
mis'd that He would riſe the third Day, and aſcend 
to Heaven, and make them partakers of his Glory : 
So that if He had lain in the rotrenneſs of the Grave, 
What: charm, what ſtupidity was able to make them 
preſerye ſo high a Vencration for a Deceiver 2 No- 
thing could remain in them but the memory and in- 
dignation of his Impoſture. Now if itbe the dictate 
of natural Reaſon, that the concurrent Teſtimony 
of two or three credible Perſons, not weaken'd by 
any cxception, 1s ſufficient ro decide any Cauſe of 
the greateſt moment, that reſpe&ts Life, Honour 
and Eſtate, how much more ſhould the atteſtation of 
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the Apoſtles put this great Truth beyond all doubt, 
fince they parted with their Lives, the moſt precious 


_ poſſeſſion in this World, for it; and whichis infinite- 


ly mcre, if Deceivers, they would certainly be de- 
prived of Eternal Life in the next. In thort, Since 
the Creation never was a Teſtimony ſo clear and ay- 
thentick, the Divine Providence ſo ordering the cir- 
cumſtances, that the Evidence ſhould be above all 
Suſpicion, Neither did it ever happen, that any 
thing aftirm'd by ſo many and ſuch worthy Perſons, 
was ever ſuſpected, much leſs found,to be falſe, 'Tis 
the moſt unreaſonable ſtifneſs not to yeeld an intire 
Afent to it. For there wouldbe no ſecure Founda- 
tion of determining innumerable weighty Caſes, if 
we ſhould doubt of things reported by the moſt cre- 
dible circumſpec Perſons, ſince we can be certified 
by our own Senſes but of a few Objects. 

I ſhall only add, That the Apoſtles did many and 
grcat Miracles in the Name of Chriſt, which was the 
ſtrongeſt demonſtration that He was rais'd to a glo- 
rious Life, They were inveſted by the Spirit with che 
habits of various Tongues. This kind of Miracle was 
neceſſary for the univerſal Preaching of the Goſpel : 
For how difficult and obſtructive had ir been to their 
Work, if they muſt have return'd to their Infant- 
ſtate, to learn the Stgnification of torrein Lan- 
guages, to pronounce the words in their original 
Sound, and the Accents proper to their Countrey * 
Therefore the Holy Spirit, according to the promiſe 
of Chriſt, deſcended upon them, and became their 
Maſter, and in a moment impreſt on their Memories 
the forms oi diſcourling, and on their Tongues the 
manner-of expreſſing them. Where-eyer the Do- 
Ctrine of Teſus was preach'd, God bare them witneſs 


beth 
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both with Signes and Wonders, and with divers Mi- HUcb. 2:4- 


racles and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according to his 
own will, When St. Peter paſs'd through the ſtreets, 
filld with perſons diſeaſed and half dead, he cauſed 
an univerſal reſurrection by touching them with his 
reviving ſhadow. They tamed Serpents, and quenchr 
the malignity of their Poiſon; they commanded. 
Death to leave its prey, and Life to return to its 


manſion that was not habitable for it. And that 


miraculous Power continued in their Succeſſours ſo 
long as was requiſite for the conviction of the World, 
Fuſtin Martyr, Irenems, Tertullian, Origen, Cyprian, 
mention divers Miracles perform'd by Chriſtians in 
thoſe times. Tertulliar offers to the Emperour, ro 
whom he addreſt his admirable Apology, to compel 


the Devils that poſſeſt Humane Bodies to confeſs: 
themſelves to be evil Spirits, to conſtrain the Prince 
of darkneſs to enlighten his own Slaves. And 


Cyprian aſſures the Governour of Africa, that he 


would force the Devils to come out of the Bodies: 


they tormented, lamenting their ejetion., Now we 


cannot imagine they would ſo far diſcredit their Do-- 


Qrine and Reputation, as to pretend to ſuch a Power 


without they had it. In ſhort, To deny the Mira-- 


cles wrought by the Primitive Chriſtians, were as 
great raſhneſs, as to deny that Ceſar conquer'd 
Pompey, or that Tits ſucceeded F, eefien. For we 
have the concurrent Teſtimony of the gra 


Goſpel authentick, that to deny it to be true, 1s to 
make God 4 liar. 


The 


veſt and: 
beſt Men, of Underſtanding and Conſcience, who 
were Eye-witnefles, and wich was not contradicted. 
by thoſe of the ſame Age. Briefly, Thereare ſuch 
clear charadters of the-Divine Hand to render the 
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The Concluſion is this, We ſee how reaſonable-it 
is to give anentire aſſent tothe truth of Chriſtianity. 
The Nature of the Doctrine that is perfe&ty Di- 
vine, declares its Original, 'Tis confirmed by Su- 
' perna:ural Teſtimonies. The Dedctrine diſtin- 

uiſhes the Miracles from all falſe wonders, the illu- 
op of Satan,and the Miracles confirm the Doctrine. 
W hat donbt can there be after the full depoſition of 
the Spirit in raiſing Chriſt from the Grave in qua- 
lifying the Apoſtles, who were rude and ignorant, 
with Knowledg, Zeal, Courage, Charity, and all 
Graces requiſite for their great enterpriſe, and in_ 
converting the World by their Miniſtry and -Mi- 
racles ? It we believe not ſo ciear a Revelation, our 
Infidelity is deſperate, When our Saviour was up- 
on the Earth, the Meanneſs and Poverty of his 
appearance leflen'd their Crime, who did not ac- 
knowledg and honour him in the diſguiſe of a Ser- 
vant: Therefore they were capable of fayour. 
Many of his bloody Perſecutors were converted and 
ſaved by the Preaching of the Apo#/es. But ſince 
the Holy Ghoſt hath convinc'd the World by ſo ſtrong * 
a Light, of Sin, Righteouſneſs and Judgment ; 
viz. That Feſzs whom the Fews moſt unworthily 
Crucified was the Son of God, that in dying He 
purchaſed the Pardon of Sin , ſince He is riſen and 
received to Glory, That all powcr in Heaven and 
Earth is given to Him, the effe& of which is moſt 
viſible : For ſpiritual Wickedneſſes trembled at his 
Name, were expelled from their Dominions, and 
ſent to thcir old Priſon to ſuffer the Chains and 
Flames due to them : To refuſe his Teſtimony, is a 
degree of Obſtinacy not far diſtant from Malice of 
of the Devils, and puts Men without the reſerves of 


pardon- 
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pardoning Mercy. And 'tis not a light, ſuperficial 
Belief of this great Truth that is ſufficient, bur chat 
which 1s powerful in waking us univerſally obedient 
to our Glotified Redeemer, who will diſtribute 
Crowns to all his faithful Servants. We cannot 
truly believe his Reſurre&tion, without believing 
| his Doctrine, nor believe his Doctrine without un- 
feigned Delires atter the eternal Felicity it promiſes, 
nor deſire that Felicity without a ſincere compliance 
to his Commands in order to the obtaining it. 1 
ſhort, *Tis Infidelity approaching Madneſs, not to 
believe the Truth of the Goſpe], but *tis Madneſs of 
an higher kind and more prodigious, to preten4 to 
believe it, and yet to live in diſobedience to its Pre- 
cepts, in contempt of its Promiſes and Threatnings, , 
as if it were a meer Fable, 
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CHAP. XXII. 


The Honour of God's Truth with reſpei# to the Legal 
Threatning, was preſerv'd in the Death of Ghriſ,, 
The Divine Truth with reſpeit to the Promiſes and 
Types of Chriſt under the Law, was juſtified in hu 
Cpl and the accompliſhment of our Redemption 
by him, Some ſpecial Prediftions conſider d that 
reſpect the time of his Coming. The particular Cir- 
curſtances that reſpect the Meſſiah are verified in 

Jeſus Chriſt. The Conſequents of the Meſſia's 
Coming, foretold by the Prophets, are all come to . 
paſs. The Types of the Law are compleated in Chriſt, * 
A particular Confideration of Manna, the Rock, and 
the brazen Serpent, as they referr'd to him, The 
Paſchal Lamb confidered. A ſhort Parallel between 
Melchiſedec 44 Chriſt. The Divinity of the 
Goſpel proved, by comparing the antient Figures 
with the preſent Trath, and Predictions with the 
Events, The Happineſs of Chriſtians above the 
Jews 2a the clear revelation of our Saviour to them. 
From the accompliſhment of Prophecies concerning the 


firſt Coming of Chriſt, our Faith ſhould be confirmed 
in the Promiſes of his ſecond, 


He Original Law given to Man in Paradiſe had 

K a ſevere Penalty annext, that upon the firſt 
breach of it he ſhould die. The end of the threat-. 
ning was to preſerve in him a conſtant reverence of 
the Command. Afﬀeer his Diſobedience, the ho- 
nour of the Divine Truth was concern'd as to the 
infliting the puniſhment, For although the Su- 


preme 
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preme Lawgiver hath power over the Law to relax 
the Puniſhment as to particular perſons; yet having 


| declar'd that according to that Rule He would pro- 


ceed in judgment with Man, the Perfection of his 
Truth required, that Sin ſhould be puniſh'd in ſuch a 
manner, that his Righteouſneſs and Holineſs might 
eminently appear, and the reaſonable Creature for 
ever fear to offend Him. Now the God of Truth 
hath by the Death of his only Son ſo. compleatly an- 
ſwered the Ends of the /2ga/ Threatning, that the 
glory of that Attribute is broke forth like the Sun 
through all the Clouds that ſeem'd to obſcure it. 
Mercy and Truth meet together, Righteouſneſs and 
Peace kiſs each other. Of this I have ſo largely treated 
before, that Tſhall add nothing more concerning it. 
There is a Secondary reſpect wherein the truth of God 
is concern'd, .as to the accomplithing our Redempti- 
on by Jeſus Chriſt, which I will briefly explicate. 
God having decreed the ſending of his Son in the 
quality of Mediator to purchaſe our Salvation, was 
pleaſed by ſeveral Promiſes to declare his merciful 
purpoſe, and by various Types to ſhew the deſign 
of that glorious Work, before the exhibition of it. 
This was the effe&t of his Supreme Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs: Firſf, To comply with the weakneſs of 
the Church, when 'twas newly ſeparated from the 
World. For as a ſudden ſtrong Light overpowers the 
Eye that hath been long in the dark,ſo that fullbright 


| Revelation of the Goſpel had been above the. capa- 


city of the Church, when "was firſt freed from a 
ſtate of Ignorance : Light miyt with Shadows was 
proportionable to their Sight. Therefore he was 
pleaſed by ſeveral Repreſentations and Predictions 
to excerciſe the Faith, entertain the Hope, and cxcite 
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che Deſires of his People before the accompliſhment 
of our Salvation by his Son: Secondly, To render 
the belief of it eafie and certain afterwards. Now 
for the honour of his Truth he was engaged to make 
good his word : For although pure Love and Mercy 
1s the Original of all God's Promiſes to Man, yet 
his Truth and Fidelity are the reaſons of his ful- 
filling them. Not that God 1s under the obligation 
of a Law, buthis own righteous Nature is the in- 
violable Rule of his actions. Accordingly the. 4po- 
fe laies it as the foundation of our Hopes ; That 
God who cawunot lie hath promiſed eternal Life. The 
Divine Decree alone concerning our Salvation by 
Chriſt, is a ſure Foundation : For God is as un- 
changeable in his Will as his Nature. I» Him there 
is no variableneſs, nor ſhadow of turning. But the 
Promiſe determines the WHll of God to perform it 
upon another account : For 'tis not ſingle Incon- - 
ſtancy but Falſhood, not to perform what 1s pro- 
miſed, from both which He is infinitely. diſtant. 
St. Paul alledges this foz the reaſon why: the Cove- 
nant of Grace is unchangeable and of everlaſtin 
Efficacy, in that the-countd of God was by his-Proe 
miſe and Oath confirmed, That by two immutable 
things, in which it was impoſſible for God .to lye, we 


' might have ſtrong conſolation. For the Promiſe. gives 


a rightiul claim to the Creature, and the fulfillin 
of it is the juſtification of God's Fidelity, In this 
Sence 'tis ſ:1d,The Law was given by Moſes, but Grace 
and Truth came by Feſus Chriſt, 1, e. the Grace of the 
Goſpel 1s the ſubſtantial and compleat accompliſh- 
ment of the Types and Promiſes under the Law. T 
will not enter into the diſcuſſion of all the Prophecies 
concerning the Mzfzah.in the Old Teftamert, to ſhew 
how 
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how they are verified in Jeſus Chriſt ; But briefly 
conſider ſome ſpecial Predictions that concern the | 
time of the Males Coming, his Perſon and Offices, | 
I, The Prophecy of dying Jacob. The Scepter Gente 49-T, 
ſhall not depart from Judah, mor a Lawgiver from be- 
tween his feet, till Shiloh come. By the Scepter 
and- Lawgiver are meant divers Forms of Govern- 
ment : the firſt being the mark of Regal Power, the 
other title reſpects thoſe whoſe Power ſucceeded that 
of their Kings, in the perſon of Zerobabe! and his 
Succeflors. Facob prophetically declares two things; 
their eſtabliſhment in Fudah, and their continuance 
till the coming of $hi/6h, This Oracle doth not 
preciſely reſpe& the perſon of Fudah, for he never 
aſcended the Throne, nor poſſeſt the Empire over 
his Brethren ; nor ſolely his Poſterity as a Tribe di- 
ſtinguiſht from the reſt, although it had ſpecial ad- 
vantages from that time: For the Banner of F#udah Numb. 2-2. 
led the Camp in their march through the wilder- 
neſs : That Tribe had the firſt poſſeſſion of the land of - 
(anaan; theſe were the beginnings of its future Glo- 
\ry. And from David to the Captivity, that Tribe 
poſſeſt the Kingdom ; But the glory of his Scepter 
wasloſt in the perſon of Zedetiah: Therefore the 
full meaning of the Prophecy regards the People of 
Iſrael, in the relation they had to the Tribe of F#udah: 
For-that Tribe alone returned entire from the Cap- 
tivity with ſome rel1ques of Levi and Benjamin, (fo 
that the Nation from that time was diſtinguiſht by 
the title of the Jews 1n relation to it; and the Right 
to diſpoſe of the Scepter was alwaies in the Tribe of 
Judah : For the Levites that ruled after the Capti- 
vity received their Power from them. *Ti# Shiloh 
come, that is, the Meftah, as the Chaldee Paraphraſe, 
and the antient Jewsſh Interpreters expound ; So that 
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the intent of the Oracle is, that after the eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Supreme Power in the Fanily of Fudeh, 
ir ſhould not paſs into the hands of Strangers but 
as acertain Preſage, and immediate Fore-runner of 
of the cuming ot Shiloh, And this was fully ac- 
compliſh't, | For in the Captivity there was an in- 
terruption rather than extin&ion of their Goyern- 
ment, Their Return was promiſed at the time they 
were carried Captives to Babyloy, But at the coming 
of Chriſt, Fudea was a Province of the Roman Em- 
pire, Herod an Edomite ſate on the Throne, and as 
the Tribe of Judah in general, ſo the Family of Da- 
vid in particular was in ſuch a low ſtate, that Foſeph 
and Mayy that were deſcended from him, were con- 
ſtraind tolodg in aſtable at Bethlehem. And fince 
the bleſſed Peace-maker hath appear'd on the Earth, 
the Fews have loſt all Authority , their Civil and 
Eccleftaſtical State is utterly ruin'd, and they bear 
the viſible marks of infamous Servitude. 

Dan-9. 25: 2+ The Secoxd famous Prediction is by an Angel 
to Dazicl, when he was lamenting the ruine of Fera- 
ſalem, who comforted him with an aflurance that 
the City ſhould be rebuilt : And further told him, 
That from the going forth of th? Commandment to reſtore 

Numerus iſte axd to build Jeruſalem, unto the Meſſiah the Prince, 

Prane _ ” ſhall be ſeven weeks, and threeſcore and two Weeks the 

gg Hi ſtreets ſhall be built again,- and the wall even in trouble- 

captivitatis, ſome times. 4nd after threeſcoreand two weeks ſhall the 

#01 fine my- Meſſiah be cut off, but not for himſelf, and the People of 

fterio intra the Prince that ſhall come, ſhall defiroy the (ity and 

ſe occultet & F anituary, and the end thereof ſhall be with a fled, 
je Song WH and to the end of the war deſolations are determined. 
leo preciſe The clear intent of the Angels Meſlage is, That 

_ exbauriatz Within the ſpace of ſeventy Prophetical Weeks (that 
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is four bundred and ninety years according to. the Ex- . 
polition of the Rabbins themſelves) after the iſſuing p5.1,1144% 
torth the order for the rebuilding Feruſalem, the ſunt totiden 


Meſſiah ſhould come, and be put to Death for he ſins ſemite, & 
of Men which was exadtly fulfil'd, denos 


; continent 
Fubilesss Fam quia-annus Sabbatarius & Jubilzus infallibiles ſunt cha- 


ratteres Chronologie ſacre, ex iis certa poteſt peti ratio conneftendi 70, Hebda- 
madas. cum aunis Mund!. Fuit enim annus ſecundus Darii Sabbatarius & Tu- 


bileus :. Rurſus annus precedens excidium Hieroſolymorum & ipſe S abba- 
tarius fuit & FJubileus poſtremus z inter quos velut terminos 70. Hebdomade 


decarrunt. Vide Helvice Diatribe de Hebdom. Danzel. 

3. The time of the manifeſtation of the Mefiah is 
evidently ſet down..in the Haggai 2.6, 7, 8, 9. I will 
ſhake all Nations, and the deſire of all Nations ſhall come, 
and I will fil this houſe with Glory ſaith the Lord of 
hoſts. The Sitver is mine and the Gold is mine, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts. Th? Glory of the latter ſhall be greater 
than that of the former, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, and 
in this place will I give peace. The Prophet to en- | 
courage the Fews in building the Temple aſſur'd them b.; 
_ that it ſhould have a ſurpaſſing Glory by the preſence 

of the Mzf1ah, who is call'd the Deſire of all Nations, 
and being the Prince of Peace his coming is deſcribed 
by that bleſſed cffe&t, and in this place will I give 
Peace, ſaith .the Lord of Hoſts. 

The ſecond ' Temple was much inferiour to Sole- 
-m0ns as in Magnificence and external Ornaments, fo 
eſpecially becauſe defective in thoſeExcellencies that 
were peculiar to the firſt, They were the Ark of the 
| Covenant, and the appearance of Glory between the 
Cherubims, the fire from Heaven to conſume the 
Sacrifices,the Hrim.and Thummim,and the Holy Ghoſt 
who inſpir'd the Prophets, But whez the Lord came - 
to his Temple, and pertorm'd 'many of his Mira- 

| cles 
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- cles there, this brought a Glory to it infinitely ex- 
_ ceeding that of the former, For what compariſon 1s 
there between the ſhadowy preſence of God between 
the Cherubims, and his real preſence in the hu- 
mane Nature of Chrift,in whom the fulneſs of the 
God-head dwelt bodily. How much interiour were 
the Prieſts and Prophets to him, who came trom Hea- 
-ven, and had the Spirit without meaſure, to reyeal 

the Counſel of God for the Salvation of the World. 
2. T8 PROT Circumſtances foretold concer- 

4 


ning the Mefjah are,all verified in Jeſus Chriſt, It was 
Ry 4% foretold that the Mz/iah ſhould have a fore-runner,to 
349% prepare his way by preaching the Doctrine of Re- 


Sam 12, 9, Pentance, that he ſhould be Born of a }7rgiz, and 
P(al. 11.9, Of the Family of David and inthe Town of Bethlehem 
Micha. 1. that he ſhold go intoFyyp#,8& be cal'd forth from thence 
FR 1:7- by God,;that his chief reſidence ſhould be mGal:lee the 
"ps ah region of Zebulon and Nephthali, that he ſhould be 
16.3.3.4,5, Poor and humble, and enter into Hieruſalem on the 
Ifa.9.6, Foleof an Aſs, that he ſhould perform great mira- 
Iſa.3.1. cles in reſtoring the Blind, the Lame, the Deat and 
112.56-67- Dumb, that he ſhould ſuffer many afflictions, Con- 
CFLIH tempt, Scorn, Stripes, be Spit on, Scourg'd, be- 
(0422-74 cxay'd by his familiar Friend, ſold for a ſordid Price, 
Plal.69.22. that he ſhould be put to Death, that his hands and 
Pal.22.19. feet ſhould be bored, and his {ide pierc'd, thatthe 
Plal.16-10. ſhould dy between Thieves, that in his Paſſton he 
rhbag ſhould taſte vinegar and gall;that his garments ſhould 
\ be divided and Lots be caſt for his Coat, that he 
TE ſhould be buried,and his Body not ſee corruption but 
riſe again the third day, that he ſhould aſcend to 
Heaven and fit at the right hand- of God, and all theſe 
Predictions are exa&tly fulfildd in the Lord 
Chriſt. 
3. The: 
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3. Theconſequents of his Coming are foretoid. 

I, That theFews ſhould reject him becauſe of the 
meanneſs of his appearance. They neither under- 
ſtood the Greatneſs and Majeſty, nor the Abaſement Ii-53- 
of the Mefjiah deſcribed in their Propheſies : not his 
Greatneſs, that the Son of David was his Lord, that 
he was before Abraham, who tcjoyced. to his Day ; fof 
they did not believe the Eternity of his Divine Na- 
ture, They did not underſtand his humiliation to 
Death : Therefore 'twas objected by them that the 
Meſſiah remains for ever, and this Perſon ſaith he- 
ſhall dy. They fancied a carnal Meſſiah ſhining 
with Worldly pomp, accompanied with thundring 
legions, to deliver them from Temporal Servitude, ſo 
that when they ſaw him without form and come- 
lineſs, and that no Beauty was in him to make him-- 
defireable, they hid their Faces from him, they deſpiſed 
and eſteemed bim not, Thus by their obſtinate refuſal 
of the Meſſiah, they really and viſibly fulfil'd the 
Prophecies concerning him. 
- 2, That the Levitical Ceremonies and Sacrifices p,,;.1 , - 
ſhould ceaſe upon the.Death of the Meſſiah, and the 25,4 
Jewiſh Nation be diſſolved. Although the legal Ser- Jer-3.16.17- 
vice was eſtabliſht with great ſolemnity, yet there: 
was alwayes a ſufficient indication that 1c ſhould not 
be perpetual. Moſes who delivered the Law told them 
that God would raiſe another Prophet whom they muſt 
hear, And David compos'd a Pſalm to be ſung in 
the Temple, containing the eſtabliſhment of a Prieſt, 
not according to the order of Levi but Melchiſedec, 
who ſhould bring in a Worſhip Spiritual and Divine, 
And we ſee this accompliſht,all the Ceremonies were 
buried in his grave & the Sacrifices tor above ſixteen 
hundred years are ceaſt, Beſides the deſtruction of the 

Holy - 
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Holy City and SanRuary, the Jews are ſcatter'd in 
all parts, and in their dreadful diſperſion ſuffer the 
juſt puniſhment of their Infidelity. 
ooh o.1z 3+ It was Propheſied that in the time of the Meſſi- 
MAL 3-16 ah Idols ſhould be ruin'd, and Tdolaters converted to 
Gen. 49.10, the knowledg of the true God, That he ſhould be a 
Light to the Gentiles, and to him the gatherizg of the 
People ſhould be. And this is ſq viſibly accomplitht in 
the converſion of the World to Chriſtianity, that not 
one jot or title of Gods Word hath fail'd; ſo that be- 
ſides the Glory due to his Power and Mercy, we are 
obliged to honour him as the Fountain of Truth. 

I will now make ſome ſhort refle&ions upon the 
Types of the Law to ſhow how they are compleated in 
Chriſt. The Moſaic'Diſpenſation was fo contriv'd 
as to beara reſemblance of theMe/1ah in all its parts, 
The Law had a ſhadow of good things to come : Chriſt 
was the end of the Law : the ſubltance ot thoſe ſha- 
dows. 

The main deſign of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews is 
to ſhew, that in the antient Tabernacle there were 
models of the Heavenly things reveal'd in the Goſ- 
pel. The great number of Types declares the varie- 
ty of the Divine Wiſdom; and the admirable fulneſs 
of Chriſt in whom they are verified. Three ſorts were 
inſtituted. 

1. Some were things without Life, whoſe quali- 
ties and effects ſhadowed forth his Vertues and Bene- 
tits, 2. Things endued with Life and Sence. 
3. Reaſonable Perſons that cither in their offices, 
actions, or the memorable accidents that befel themg/ 
repreſented the Me/7ah, Of the firſt ſort I will briefly 
c.,n{ider the Manna that miraculouſly fell from Hef. 
ven, the Rock that by its ſtream refreſht the I/-ae- 
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lites in their Journey to Canaan, and the Braſen 


Serpent : premiling two things. 1, That in com- 


paring' them with the Truth we are to obſerve the 
defign of God, and not to ſeek fox Myſteries in eve- 
ry thing. As in Pictures ſome ſtrokes of the Pencil 
are only for ornament, others for ſignification. Be- 
{ides,when Superlative things ate ſpoken of them ex- 


ceeding their Nature, and that cannot-be applied to 


them without a viokent figure, the full and entire 
Truth is only found in Jeſus Chriſt, 
' 1, Manna was an eminent Type of him. Accor- 


dingly the Apoſtle declares of the I/rae/ites, they did 
all eat the ſame Spiritual meat, | not in reſpeCt of its 


Material but Symbolical Nature. The expreſs A- 
nalogy between Manns and Chriſt, is vilible in -re- 
ſpe& of its marvelous production. The Mofaical 
Manna was not the fruit of the Earth procur'd by 
humane induſtry, but form'd by the Divine Power, 


and rain'd down upon them : therefore 'tis called 


the Corn of Heaven, This typified the celeſtial ori- 
ginal of our Redeemer. He is the true bread froms 


Heaven, given by the Father. He-is call'd the gift 


of God eminently, being the richeſt and freeſt, withour 


any merit.or indeavour of.Men to procure it. And 


we may obſerve the truth infinitely exceeded the 
Type; for Mazza deſcended only trom the Clouds, 
therefore our Saviour tells the Fews, Moſes gave ye 
nt that bread from Heaven, But he really came from 
Heaven, where the great and Glorious Preſence of 
God is manifeſted, and appear'd under a vilible form 


inthe World. Manna was only ſtild the Bread of 


kgels, to fignify its excellency above common food, 
but@he bread-of God is he which cometh down from Hea- 


R rx 2, Manna 
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2, Manna was difpenſt to all the Iſraelites equals 
ly, not as the delicious fruits of the Earth that are 


| the portion of a few, but as the light and influences 


ofthe Heavens thixe are conimon to all : and herein 
*twas a repreſentation of Chriſt who is offer'd to all 
without diſtinCtion of Nations, to the Fews and Gen- 
tiles, to the Grzcians and Barbarians; and without 
the diſtinction of quality, to the Honourable and 
Mean, the Richand the Poor, the Learned. and Ig- 
norant, And here we may obſerve the excellency - 
of the Spiritual Manna above the Moſaical : for that 
fed but one Nation, but the bread of God gives life 
to the World; his infinite merits ſafficient for the 
Salvation'of all. | 

3. Manna was a delicious food: the Taſte of it is 
deſcribed to be like wafers mixt with honey thathave 
a pure chaſt ſweetneſs : this typified the Love of 
Chriſt ſhed abroad in the hearts of Believers. Such 
an exalted ravithing pleaſure proceeds from it, that 
the Pſalmiſt breaks forth in-an extaſy, Taſte and ſee 


' bow Good the Lord: is. 


Plal:34- 9 


34. Mar was their only fapportin the Wilder- 
'neſs; ſtrengthning chem to vanquiſh their Enemies, 
and-endire the hardſhipsto which they were incident 
in'their paſſage to Cavaay, In this regard: *twas a 
lively imape of Obrift who is our Spiritual food, whie 
we-atc-in the defett of the lower World, the place of 
our trial, expoſed todangers. By him alone we ſhall 
be finally 'vitorious over the Enemies:'of our Salvati- 
on, Andin'this alſo the Truth is infinitely above the 


Type'that'prefiguredit. For Mann could only pre- 


ſerve the Natural Life fora time, As our Sayjot 
tells the Fews, your Fathers eat Manna'in the Wiltler- 


neſs, and are dead. But Jeſus Chriſt is the living 


bread 
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bread thatcame down from Heaveo, and hath a Su- 
pernatural Vertue, ty convey a Life incomparably Joh-6-51. 
mexe noble and anſwerable to the quality of his 
Original. 'Tis incorruptible as Heaven from whence 
He came, Tf any man eat of thu Bread, he ſhall live 
for ever, Death is ſo far from extinguiſhing, that 
it advances.the Spiritual Life toits perfection. 
2. The Jpoftle teſtifics that the [ſraclites drank of 
that Spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock 
was Ghrift, That the Miracle was myfterious is evi- 
dent from: the circumſtances related of it. When * C0104. 
the Iſraelites were in great diſtreſs for water, The 
Lord faid ta Moſes, I will tand bifore thee there upon 
the Reck in Horeb, and thou ſhalt ſonite the Rock, and Exod. 17.6. 
there ſhall. come water out of it, that the People may 
drink, If there had been no other deſign but the 
relieving their neceſlity, that might have been ſup- 
plied by-rain from Heaven, or if only to give a 
vidible effe&t of the Divine Power, that had been 
diſcovered. in cauſing new Springs to rife from the 
Earth, or the Command of God had been ſufficient 
to ſtrike the Rock 5 Bur he went to it to ſignifie the 
reſpe& it had to himfelf., He was the Son of God 
that ſpake to Moſes, and conducted the People : For 
this reaſon He. is tiled the Angel of Gods preſence, 
not. with reſpe& tohis Nature, but Offices. 
I will briefly obſerve the paralts/ between the Rock 
and Chriſt. 
1, ARock is the ordinary Title of God in Scrip- 
tare, to repreſent his unchangeable Nature, and in- 
finite Powes,. whereby He-upholds the World. And peut.4.42. 
in, a ſpecial manner it reſembles the'Meſtah., He is PQ), :.42- 
called The Store which the. builders refuſed, that vas Pal. 15-22: 
made the head: of the corner.. He is the Rock upon as 1 Pete 2,7;8, 
\'Þ © 3 the 
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the Charch is built, and ſecur'd againſt the violence 


Hell. Now Iſrael was not ſupplied trom the Clouds 
or the Valleys, but the: Rock; to ſhew that the »y-- 


flical Rock, the Son of God,. can only refreſh. the 


Spiritual Iſrael. with living Water.. 


2» The quality of the Rock hath a proper Signi- 
fication: Foralthough it had in its Veins es 2-- 
bundance of Waters, yet to appearance nothing was 
more dry and. haxd. In this it was a Fzewre of the 


Spiritual Rock: The effects have diſcovered in- him 


unfathomable depths. of Righteouſneſs, Grace and- 
Salvation; yet at the firſt view we had no hopes. - For 
if we conſider Him as God, He is infinitely-Holy and- 
Juſt, -encompaſt with everlaſting flames againſt Sin, 
and how.can we expect any cooling ſtreams -.from 
Him 2 Dn os SLED 

If we conſider him as Man, he # reſembled to x 
root out of a dry ground , the Juſtice of the Divine 
and the infirmity of the Humane Nature did- not 
promiſe any comfort to .us. But. what cannot 
infinite Love,ynated to infinite Power, perform 2 Di- 


vine Goodneſs hath chang'd the Laws of Nature in 


our favour, and by .an admirable a& open'd the Rock 


© torefreſhus.. 


3. The Rock wasſtruck with the-Rod of Moſes a 
Type of the Law, before it ſent forth its ſtteams : thus 
our Spiritual Rock was wounded for our'TYanſereſſions, 
bruiſed for our Iniquities,& then opened all his treaſures 
t0..445. Being conſecrated by Se ring he is the Au- 
thor of Eternal Salvation. In this reſpeCt the Goſpel 
propounds him for the.objet#:f ſaving. Faith. - I de- 
termined to know nothing among you: but Feſus Chriſt 
and him Crucified, The Sacraments, the Seals of the 
New Covenant, have a ſpecial reterence to-his Death 
the. Foundation of it, | RE: © 
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4. The Miraculous Waters followed the Iſae/ites- 

in-their Journey, without, which they had” periſht m 

the Wilderneſs. This repreſents the Indeficiency of 

the Grace of Chriſt.. A Soveraign ſtream flows 

from-him to ſatisfy all Believers. He tells us, Who-- 

ſoever drinketh- of the Water that I ſhall give him; 

ſhall never thirſt: but the Water that T ſhall give him, 

ſhall be in him a Well of Water ſpringing up unto Ever-- 

laſting Life, : + Joh7437-: 
-3.- The Brafen Serpent ſenſibly expreſt the manner Joh-4.14- 

of his Death and the benefits derived fromit. - There- 

fore Feſus being the Miniſter of the Circumciſion 

choſe this Figure for the Inſtruftion of the Jews. As 

Moſes lifted up the Serpent in the Wilderneſs, even ſo 

uit the Sop of Man be lifted up : that whoſoever b e- 

leeves in him ſhould not periſh; but have Eternal Life. Joh. 3. 

The Sacred Story relates,that the Iſraelites by their Num. 21. - 

rebellions murmuring provoked God to ſend Serpents? 

among them, whoſe Poiſon was: ſo fiery and mortal, 

that' it brought the moſt Painful Death. In this af 

fiction they+addreſt themſelves to the Father of Mer- 

cies, who World by their Repentance,. Commanded 

Moſes to make a Serpent of Braſs, and ere& it on a- 

Polen the view of the whole Camp, that whoſoever 

lookt on it ſhould be healed. By this account from- 

Scripture we may clearly underſtand. ſomething of 

oreateſt conſequence was repreſented by it : For the” 

only Wiſe Gedordains nothing withour: juſt reaſon. - 

Why tauſt a Serpent of Brafs be elevated on a Pole 2 

could not the Divine Power recover them withourt ite * 

Why muſt they look towards it 2 'could nota healing 

vertue be conveyed to their wounds but through their © 

eyes ? All this had a dire& reference to the Myſte- - 

ry of Chriſt,” For the-biting of the Iſraelites we pond 
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fiery Serpents, doth naturaly repreſent! the effects 
of Sin, that torments the Conſcience, and inflames ' 
the Soul with the apprehenſions of Future Judgment. 
And the ereQting a Braſen Serpent upon a Pole, that 
had the Figure not the Poiſon of theſe Serpents, doth 
in a lively manner ſet forth the lifting up of Jeſus 
Chriſt on the Croſs, who only had the fmilitnde of 
finfulfieſs. The looking towards the Braſen <erpent 
is a fit reſemblance of Believing in Chriſt Crucified 


| for Salvation. The Sight ofthe eye was the only means 


to derive yertue from it, and the Faith of the heart'is 
the means by which the Sovereign efficacy ot our Re- 
deemer is conveyed.This ithe will of him that ſent me, 
ſaith our Saviour, that every ene whith ſeeth the Sou 
and believethon him, may have Eternal Life. As. in 
the camp of Iſrael, whoever lookt towards the Braſen. 
Serpent, whatever his wounds were or the. weakneſs 
of his ſight, had a preſent remedy; ſo how numerous 
and grievous ſoeverour Sins be,how infirm our Faith, 
yet if we ſincerely regard; the Son of God ſuffering, 
he will preſerve us from Death, © For this end; he1s 
preſented in the Goſpel as crucified before the eyes 
of all Perfons. - Rb 
2. Things endued with Life and Senſe prefigur'd 
ded. ie od hot an- be 
[1] Shall particularly: conſider the Paſchal Lamb, 
an illyſtrious Type of 'bim, Chriſt aur Raſſover wes 


ſacrificed for us. The whole ſcene, as it is) laid down 


in the 12th of Exedxe, (hows an 2dmaxable; agreement 
tween them. 7.54} K-65 ; (125354663) 

' 1. A Lambin reſpe@ of its. natural innogency 
and meekneſs, that ſuffers without reſiſtance, waas 
fit emblem of our Saviour, whoſe voce was not heard in 
the ffreet,wha did not break the Bruiſed Reed,nor gy 
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the ſmoking Flax. He was oppreſſed and he was affiict- | 
ed _ he peb'd pot his Mouth 4 rd #s brought as 4 frat 
tothe flanghter,and as a ſheep before the ſhearers is dumb, 
ſo he openeth not his Mouth, 
2. The Lamb was to be without Spot, to ſignify 
his abſolute perfeAtion, We are Redeemed with the 
precions Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb without blemiſh, 
ant without Spot. id In: S.Pebrn; 
3. The Lamb was to be ſeparated from the Flock 18. 
four days : the Lord Jeſas was 'ſeparated from Men, 
and conſecrated to be the Sacrifice for the World, af- 
ter three or four years ſpent in his Miniſterial office, 
preparing himſelf for that great Work. 


4. The Paſchal Lamb was ſacrificed and ſubſtituted 
in the placeof the firſt-Bom, The Levitical Prieft- 
hood not being inſtituted at their. ing forth from 
Eg ypt, every Maſter of a Family had a right to exer- 
ciſe it in his own Houſe. Our Redeemer ſufferd in - 
our ſtead, to propitiate Gods Juſtice towards us, . 


5. The Blood was tobe ſprinkled upon the Poſts 
of the door, that Death might not enter into their 
Houſes, That ſacred Cereniony was typical: for 
the ſign it ſelf had no reſemblance of ſparing, and 
certainly the Angel could diſtinguiſh between the I/- 
raelites and the Eenciens without the bloody mark 
of Gods Fayour-: but.it had a final reſpe& co Chriſt, 
Weare ſecur'd from deſtru&ion by the blood of "pregh- 
ling. They were to eat the whole Fleſh of the Lamb, 
to ſignify our intire taking of Chriſt upon the tertns 
of the Goſpel to'be our Prince and Saviour, 

6. The effets attributed to the Paſchal Lamb,vzz, 
Redemption from Death, and Poticagealearly repre- 
ſent the Glorious Benefits we enjoy by TORO LEND, 
6 | The 
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The 5 kt 52; Angel paſt over their houſes, and 


caus'd the Eg:ptians to reſtore them to full liberty. 


That which all the dreadful ſigns wrought by Moſes 


_ could not do, was effeced- by. the Paſſover; that 


overcame the ſtubbornneſs of Pharaoh; and inſpird 
the Iſraelites with courage to undertake their journey 
to the promiſed Land. Thus we paſs from Death to 
Life, and from bondage to the Glorious liberty-of t he 
Sons-of God, by vertue of Chriſts Blood, _ © + - 

| 3. Reaſonable Perſons repreſented our Sa viour | 
either in their Offices, actions, or the memorable ac- 
cidents that befel them. Foſeph the beloved of his 


Father, ſent by him to viſit his Brethren, by them un- 


worthily ſold to ſtrangers, and thereby rais'd to be 
their Lord and Saviour, was a lively-type of him. Fo- 
nach three dayes and nights in the Whales belly,and 
miraculouſly reſtor'd, was a type of his lying inthe 
Grave and Reſurre&tion. Moſes in his' Prophetical, 
.David inhis Kingly Office, prefigur'd him. The 


_ Prieſtly Office being the Foundation of the other two, 


and that upon ;which our Salyation principally de- 
pends, was illuſtrated by two Glorious types. Me/- 
chiſedec and Aaron, The one the high Prieſt in ordina- 
ry., the other the Prieſt of 'God by cextraordina- 
rydelignation, I will briefly touch upon the reſem- 
blance between him and Chriſt, Although 'Sacrift. 
ces were offer'd from the Beginning ; yet he is the * 


oo. 


firſt .to whom that Title. is given, as called to that 


office in a ſpecialmanner. The Divinity of Chriſts 


Perſon, the Eternity of his Office, and the Infinite 
Value of his Oblation were ſhadowed' forth by him. 
Melchiſedec is introduc'd into the Sacred ſtory. as one 
deſcending from Heaven and aſcending thither, with- 
outany account @f his Birth.or Death, The filence 

of 


 #n the Comtrivance of Man's Redemption. 


' of the Scripture: is Myſterious : for the Spirit con- 


duced Holy: Men in their Writings, The Leviti- 
cal Prieſts deſcended by Natural Generation from 
their predeceſſours, and had ſucceſſours in their Of- 
fice, which was annext to the race of Levi. But Mel- 
chiſedec is repreſented without Father aud. Mother, 
without Beginning and End of Days, whoſe Prieſthood 
was permanent in himſelf. For things and Perſons 
bave a double being, real in themſelves, and notion- 
al as they exiſt in the mind; ſo that no mention being 
made of his coming into the World or leaving it, the 
ſilence of the Scripture is equivalent to his continual 
duration, Now in this was an adumbration of Chriſt 


who. was: the Eternal Son of God, and really came 


from Heaven to.execute his office, and aſcended thi- 
ther. And although his oblation was finiſht on the 
Earth, and his interceſſion ſhall ceaſe in Heaven, yet 


— the effects of it ſhall be Eternal inhis People, and 


the Glory ofit in himſelf, The Apoſtle obſerves an 
other reſerablance between the Supreme Quality of 
Melchiſedec King ofSalemand Jeſus Chriſt : He was 
King of Righteouſneſs and Peace, He Govern'd his 
Subjects in Righteouſneſs, and never ſtain'd thoſe 
hands with humane Blood that were employed in the 
Sacred office of the Prieſthood, And by thoſe Glo- 
rious. T itles are « the benefits our Saviour 
conveys to his People. He is the true King of Righ- 
teouſneſs: By which is not intended the Righteouſ- 
neſs that juſtifies before God, in which reſpe& he is 
call'd the Lord our Righteouſneſs, and is faid, to have 
brought in Eternal Righteouſneſs, tor that reſpects his 
' Prieftly office : in. that quality he acquir'd it. But 

thatTitlelignifies his giving moſt Righteous Laws for 
the Goverament of the Church, and his diſpenſing 
SC Righte- 
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Righteous Rewards and Puniſhments, Eternal Life 
and Death, by which he preſerves the Majeſty of his 
Laws, and ſecures the obedience of his Subjects. And 
he is King of Peace, by which we are not to under- 
ſtand his temper and diſpoſition, nor our peace with 
God, fox reconciliation is grounded on his Sacrifice, 
nor peace with Conſcience the effect of the other,bur 
that which depends on his Royalty. As the King of 
Peace he keeps his Subjects in a calm and quiet Obe- 
dience ; all their Thoughts and Paſhons are regulated 
by his Will. The Laws of ſecular Kings are only ex- 
poſed to the eyes, or proclaimed to the ears of their 
Subjects, but His are engraven in their hearts. By 
the inward and Almighty efficacy of his Spirit he in- 
clines them to their Univerſal Duty ; ud will bring 
them to Eternal Peace in his Glorious Kingdom. 

Firſt, From hence we have an irrefragable Argu- 
ment of the Truth and Divinity of the Gope/: For 
'tis evident by comparing the antient Figures with 
the preſent Truth, the Copies with the Original, 
the Pictures with the Life, that Eternal Wifdom 
contrived them, For no created Underſtandi 
could frame ſo various Repreſenrations of Chriſt,anl 
all exactly agreeing with him at ſuch a diſtance before 
His appearance? And if we compare the Predicti- 
ons with the Events, 'tis moſt clear that only the 
Divine Knowledg could reveal them. For other- 
wiſe how was it poſſible, that the Prophets, ſo ma- 
ny Apes before the Coming of Chriſt ſhould pre- 
dict thoſe things concemming Him, that exceeded the 
forefight of all the Angels of Light 2 What Intelli- 
gence could there be between Moſes and David and 
Iſaiah, thar lived ſuch a diſtance of time from one 
another,to deliver ſuch things as meet in him as their 

- >= =." GET 
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Centre? And theſe Prophecies are conveyed to us 
bythe Fews, the moſt obſtinate Enemies of Chriſti- 
anity, who although they reverence the Letter, yer 
abhor the accompliſhment of them ; So that there 
can be no poſſible ſuſpicion that they are feigned, 
and of a later Date than their titles declare, Their 
ſucceſſive fulfilling is a perpetual Miracle to juſtifie 
the' truth of our Religion. Our Saviour uſed this 


Method for the inſtruction of his Diſciples. Theſe Luk.24-44. 


are the words which 1 ſpake unto you, that all things 


muſt be fulfilled which were written in the Law off Mo- At. 17-2. 


les, and inthe Prophets, andin the Pſalms concerning 
. me, AndSt, Paul fram'd a powerful Demonſtration 
from the Scriptures to prove that Feſis was the Chriſt. 
In his Writings he deciphers the riddles of the Law, 
and removes the Veil, to diſcover the Face of Chriſt 
engraven by the Divine Artificer, Briefly,by ſhew- 
ing the conſent between the two Teſtaments, he il- 
luminates the O/d by the New, and confirms the New 
by the O/d, Now what Religion is there in the 
World whoſe Myſteries were foretold by the Oracles 
of God, and figured by his Inſtitutions above two 
thouſand Years before *twas exhibited © Whoſe 
Dodtrine perfedly accords with the moſt antient, 


venerable and Divine Writings? Can that Religion 


be any other than Divine, which God did ſo expreſ- 


ly predict, and pourtray in ſuch various manner, for 


the receivivg whereot He made ſuch early Prepara- 
tions in the World 2 Certainly without offering the 
oreateſt violence to our rational Faculties, none can 
Fiabelieve it. He degrades himſelf fromthe dignity 
of being a Man, that refuſes to be a Ghriſtiay, 

 2\, Fromhence we may underſtand the incompa- 
rable Happineſs of Chriſtians, not only above the 
Si 2 Hea- 
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Heathens,, who by Divine Deſertion were wholly 


Strangers to the Covenants of Mercy, but above God's 
peculiar People, The Meſiah was the expettation 
and deſire of Heaven and Earth. Before his coming 
the Saints had ſome glimmerings of Light, which 
made them inwardly languiſh after the bleſſed Mani- 
feſtation of it: But that was reſerved for Believers 


ini the laſt Ages of the World.. That antient Pro- 


miſe (the Morning Bluſh of the Goſpel-Day) That 
the Seed of the Woman ſhould break the head of the Sey- 
pent, ana the Serpent bruiſe his heel, ſignified the 
bloody Victory the Mef/ah ſhould obtain over Satan, 
but how little of it was underſtood 2 One may as 
well from the {tght of the Root foretel the dimen- 
ſions of a Tree, the colour, figure, and taſte of its 
Fruits, as from that Prediction have diſcover'd all 
the parts of our Mediator's Office, and the excellent 
benefits reſulting from it. The Incarnation, Cru- 
cifixion, Reſurrection, and. Aſcenſion of Chriſt are 
tn the Types and Prophecies of the O/d Teſtament, 
as Corporeal beings are in the darkneſs of the Night, 
they have a real exiſtence, but no Eye is fo clear 
as to enlighten the obſcurity. The moſt ſharp- 
fighted Seer might ſay, I ſhall ſee him, but not. now. 
The Miniſtry of the Law is compar'd to the Light of 
a Candle, that is ſhadowy, and confin'd to a ſmall 
place. That of the Goſpel is like the San in its 
ſtrength, that enlightens the World. The Prophets 
who were nearer the coming of Chrift had clearer 
Revelations, but did not bring perfect Day. As 
ſome zew Stars appearing in the Firmament increaſe, 
but do not change the nature of the Light. Iſaiah 
who is ſo exa@ in deſcribing all the Circumſtances of 
our Saviours Death, and his Innocence, Humility, 


and 


in the Contrivance of Man's Redemption; 


and Patience ;- that he ſeems to be an Evangeliſt a+ 
ther than a Prophet , yet the-Erh1opian Proſelyte,who 


certainly was a proficient in the Fewiſh Religion, 


underſtood not-of whum the Prophet ſpake. We ſee- 


what they were ignorant of, not that our ſightis 
ſtronger, but our light 1s more clear. The fall diſ- 
covery of theſe Myſteries was reſerved as an honour 
to our Saviours Coming. He is the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs, and the Light that He hath ſhed abroad ex- 
cels that of all the Prophets in brightneſs, as well as 


his Perſon. tranſcends- theirs in dignity, . And how- 


ſhould the Evangelical Light warm our hearts with 


thankfulneſs to God for this admirable Priviledg 2. 


The dim foreſight of the Mefjiah, two thouſand years 


before his Coming.,. put Abraham: in A4n exta(ie ; of- 
Joy, how ſhould the full Revelation of Him affect: 
us? Many holy Prophets and Kings deſired to ſee 


the things that we ſee, They embraced the Promiſes, 


wehave the bleſſed. effets ; They had the Shadows, . 


we have the Light. They only ſaw the veiled face 
of Moſes; We allwith open face as-in a glaſs ſee the 


Glory of the Lord? Now what is our Duty becoming. 


this Priviledg, But to be transform'd into the ſam: 
Image from Glory to Glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord 2 
The Life of every Chriſtian thould be a ſhining Re- 


preſentation. of the Graces and Yertues of Chriſt 


that are ſo viſible in the Gofþe/. Their Holineſs 
and Heavenlineſs, their Hopes and Joy ſhould as 
much exceed the Graces and Comforts of Believers 


under the Legal Diſpenſation, as their Knowledg is 


incomparably more clear and perfect. 
To conclude ; From the accompliſhment of the 
ancient Prophecies in the firſ# Coming of the Meffah, 


we may confirm our Faith 1n thoſe glorious Promiſes 


_ thae 
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that are tobe fulfill'd at his ſecond. For *tis the- 
ſame Divine Goodneſs, the ſame Fidelity, the ſame 
Power ſtill, upon which we are to build our Hopes, 
And the Conſideration, that the Perfe&tion of our 
pins; 1 is reſerved till that time, ſhould enflame 
our deſires after it, 

 *Twas the charaiter of Believers of the O!d Teſta- 

ment, They waited for the conſolation of” Iſrael : *Tis 
the deſcription of the Saints in the New, they love 
the Appearance of Chriſt. If they long'd tor his 
Coming -in the Flefh, though it was attended with 
all the circumſtances of Meanneſs and Diſhonour,the 
effects 'of our Sins; with what ardent and impatient 
Deſiresſhould we haſten His Coming in Glory, whey 
Heb.9.28+ He ſhall appear the Second time to them that look for 
him, without Sin, unto Salvation? Then He will put 
 .anend to all the diſorders of the World, and be- 
gin the glorious State, wherein Holineſs and Righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall be cfown'd, and reign for ever, 'The 
Chriſtian Church joyns in that ardent Addreſs to our 
114-46-1,2. Saviour z Oh, that thou wouldſt rent the Heavens and 
 wouldſtcome down,that the mountains might flow down at 
thy Preſence. 4s when the melting fire burneth, the Fire 
rauſeth the waters to boile : to make thy Name known to 
thine adverſaries, that the Nations may tremble at th 

Preſence. Although the Beauty and Frame of this 

viſible World ſhall be deſtroyed, yet that dreadful 

Day ſhall be joyful to the Saints : For ther all the 

Preparations of Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, The © 

things that Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither 

have entered into the heart of man, {hall be the ever- 
laſting portion of thoſe who love God, Come Lord 

Feſprs., 


Vver-+. 


FI NIS. 


2600202202226222222 22222008 


ERRATA 


Ps 48. 1. 23. r. deſopiendum, P. 85.1, 26.1. Cauſality. P. 111.1 15f, and. t. are 
* P.251.1. 23: £ ther. r. the, Þ, 249.1. 9. r. revenge. P. 264. after perſon dele he, 
P. 317.1. 31. tuft. r. rafte. P. 394-1, 2. after proceeds dele and. Þ. 356: after neceſſity, 


dele of it. P. 453.1. 31.f. from. r, of. Other ſmaller faults are ft to the Candur of 
the Reader to mend, _ . 
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